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Leads all Morth Carolina Dailies in Mews '-Circulation

A HORROR OF THE AGES AT HELL GATE
TEXTILE EXHIBITS.
A New Feature of the

State Fair.

Many Leading Farmers Will Compete

foi the Increased Premiums in Field

Crops and Stock. No Doubt-

ful Amusements.

(Special to News and Observer.)
Winston-Salem, N. C., June 15

At the morning session of tin* Gra.no
Lodge Knights of Pythias it was de-

cided to hold the next annual meet-
ing In Charlotte.

Supreme Representative William
Goldsmith, of Greenville, S. C., made

an address that was heard with in-

terest and delight by the members
of the Grand Lodge. Grand Vice
Chancellor-Elect A. S. Barnard, of

Asheville, made a memorial address

in which he paid a beautiful tribute to

the life and character of the lai? Law-

rence P. McLeod, of Asheville, Past
Grand Chancellor.

Officers for the ensuing year were
elected as follows:

Grand Chancellor, W. F. Robert-
son, Wilmington; Grand Vice-Chan-
cellor, Alec S. Barnard, Asheville;
Grand Prelate. Rev. Dr. L. A. Kikle.
King’s Mountain; Grand Keeper of
Records and Seals, W. T. Hollowell,
Goldsboro; Grand Master of Ex-
chequer, John C. Mills, Ilutherford-
ton; Grand Master at Arms, A. B.
Bynum, Winston-Salem; Grand Inner
Guard, J. M. Boyette, Albemarle;

OUR RETAILERS IN
CONVENTION.

Practically Decided to

Start a Trade Journal.

President Dunn Says the Organization

in Carolina is Far Ahead of That

in Any Other Southern

State.
(Special to News and Observer.)

Winston-Salem, N. C., June 15,—The
second annual convention of the

North Carolina Retail Merchants As-

sociation commenced here this morn-

ing. The organization is thoroughly
alive and the sessions held today con-
vinced all that its motto is “Business,”
it is also evident that the association
made a wise choice in selecting Nor-

man H. Johnson as attorney general.
Mr. Johnson has been elected general
counsel for the North ail'll South Car-
olina Wholesale Jobbers and Millers
Association. This way he termed a
handsome compliment to a 23-year-old
lawyer.
It was practically decided today to es-
tablish a trade journal. It will prob-
ably be published in Raleigh. The

convention was called to order by

President John Dunn, of New Bern,

who congratulated the association on
the past year and upon the large at-
tendance of delegates. The invocation
was offered in a most impressive

SHOCK OF BATTLE
YET AT VAFANGOff

Persistent Rumors of Russian Success, Reported
Destruction of Three Japanese

Squadrons.

Hundreds of Women and Children Die on
the Blazing Steamer or Plunge to

Death in the Reddened
Waves.

THE DISASTER UNIQUE
No Such Appalling Tragedy Ever

Before Threw Its Crimson
Shadow Over the

frantic women and children began to
jump overboard. The current was
strong and there are many whirl-
pools in the channel. The boats that
always abound in the vicinity picked
many persons from the water, but
these were only a small number of
those that were seen struggling in the
swift current.

On the Slocum the first sweep of
the flames cut off escape from the
hurricane deck, where a great many
of the women and children were
crowded together, and soon burned
away the light wood of the uprights
which came down with a crash on
these below. It is thought that most
of those on the hurricane deck were
burned.

As the fire increased, the struggle
to gain a point of vantage at the
stern became frightful. Women and
children crowded against the after
rail until it gave way and hundreds
were pushed off into the river. After
this there was a steady stream of per-
sons who jumped or were thrown
into the water.

Rush of Boats to Aid.
By this time the shrieking whis-

tle of the Slocum had attracted the
attention of river crafts for a consul-

ALL ALONG THE LINE

Thus it is Declared the Battle is Now

Raging. Reported Engagement of

the Japanese Protected Cruiser

Niitaka With the Russian Vladivo-

stock Squadron Between Korea and

Japan.

(By the Associated Press.)
London, June 15.—The correspond-

ent of the Central News at Liao Yang

telegraphed today as follows:
“The fighting at Vafangow (about

55 miles north of Port Arthur) was
renewed today and is still proceeding.
No details are obtainable, but there
are persistent rumors that the Rus-
sians were partly successful, destroy-
ing three squadrons of cavalry and
making prisoners of sixty men. The

Russian casualties in the fighting yes-

terday were three hundred and eight
men killed and wounded.

“The Japanese casualties are not
known.”

“Later a section of Russian cavalry
marching in the direction ol Tafan-
Chow and Lun-Koo, discovered on its
right flank a great force of Japanese
cavalry. An engagement ensued, and
according to the latest dispatches,
fighting is proceeding all along the
line, the Japanese having obtained re-
inforcements from Vafangow, consist-
ing of three infantry divisions with ar-
tillery and cavalry.”

?lOngages lie Vladivostoek Squadron.

(By the Associated Press.)

Tokio, June 15.—6 p. m.—lt is re-
ported here that the Japanese pro-
tected cruiser Niitaka engaged the
Russian Vladivostoek squadron off
Thu Island, In the Strait between
Korea and Japan. This report, how-
ever, lacks confirmation.

The Japanese transports Ugo and
Fuyo, homeward bound, met the Rus-
sian vessels near

#Oki Island. The
Russians pursued them and fired six-
teen shots at the Japanese ships. The
transports escaped and reached Kut-
sumoto.

Japan’s Warships Hurry There.

(By the Associated Press.)

Tokio, June 15.—3:30 p. m.—Re-
ports of cannonading have been re-
ceived here from various points, such
as Chi-Kuzen province, oki Island
and Tsuzhima, but the exact nature
of the operations of the Russian Vladi-
vostoek squadron is not disclosed.

The Japanese warships in the vi-
cinity are hurrying to the scene.
Sasebo is being closed. There is u
strong possibility that a naval engage-
ment wil take pace soon. No south-
ern city in Japan is exposed to at-
tack. but this Russian raid may prove
expensive to shipping.

The Cannonade Ceases.

(By the Associated Press.)
London, June 15.—A dispatch to

the Central News from Tokio, filed at
6 p. m. today, says:

A dispatch just received from Moji
says the cannonading at sea stopped at
1 p. m. There was a heavy sea in the
straits all day. Ten Japanese mer-
chant steamers are known to have
left various ports for Moji and there

is much anxiety about their fate.

It is rumored tonight that the Rus-

sian warships have gone eastward.

Met the Russian Vessels.

Tokio, June 1.5 —7:30 p. m.—Three
Japanese transports outward bound

from Rhimonoseki, met the Russian
warships this morning outside the

strait of Korea. The Russians fired
eighteen shots at the Japanese ships.

One transport escaped. The fate of
the other two is not known.

It is believed at Sassebo that a na-
val engagement is Imminent.

Nothing Known of it Here.

St. Petersburg. June 15. —3:35 p. m.
—No information is obtainable here
regarding the reported engagement
between the Russia* Y ladivostock
squadron and a Japanese squadron in

the Korean straits. But it is quite

likely that a naval fight has occurred
or is about to occur. Vice Admiral

Hkrydloff has left Vladivostoek with
the armored cruisers Gromoboi, Rossia
and Rurik and some omedo craft.

Before Admiral Skrydloff left
Vladivostoek the Russian protected
cruiser Bogatyr, which went on the
rooks off Cape Gamova was hauled off

and towed into the harbor of Vladi-
vostoek. She is now in dock there,.

Harbor.

SIX HUNDRED DEAD.

Four Hundred and Forty-Seven Bodies

Already Have Been Dragged from

the Water's Depths, but it Will be

Many Hours Bfeore the List of Dead

is Completed. The Name of the

Burned Steamer was the General

Slocum and She was Laden with a

Thousand Happy Sunday School Ex-

cursionists.
(By the Associated Press.)

New A'ork, June 15.—Laden with a

thousand excursionists, mostly women
and eliiULren, tiic big steamer General
Slocum caught tire in the waters of

Hell Gate today and from three hun-

dred to live hundred j»ersoiis perished
in the tlames or were drowned. It
is impossible to more than estimate
the loss of life. The disaster is the
most appalling that lias ever occurred

in New York harbor and is made more

distressing by the fact that most of
those who lost their lives were women

and children of tender age.

The excursion was given under ttie

auspices of St. Marks German Luther-
an Church, of wluch Rev. George F.
Haas is pastor.

Health Commissioner Darlington re-

jKirted this afternoon that 212 bodies
already had been recovered on North
Brother Island.

New York. .June 15.—The number
of Isidies already recovered as the re-

sult of the burning of the General
Slocum is 147.

Coroner O’Gorman has issued a

statement that 498 bodies have been
recovered of the wreck of the General
Slocum.

Detailed Story of the Disaster.

(By the Associated Press.)
New York, June 15.—The three-

decked excursion steamer General Slo-
cum, of the Knickeibocker Steam-
boat Company, burned to the water’s
edge in Hell Gate this morning result-
ing in the death through burning or
drowning of at least six hundred, per-
sons, mostly women and children.
Four hundred and forty-seven bodies
had been recovered tonight and divers
were at work taking bodies from the
hold of the steamer. The remains of
many persons who leaped into the
river have not yet been found, and it
will be many hours before the list of
dead is anywhere near completion.

The General Slocum, one of the lar-
gest excursion steamers in these wa-
ters, left Third street. East River at
9:30 o’clock this morning, having on
board the annual Sunday school ex-
cursion of St. Marks German Lutheran
Church, located in Sixth street. Her
destination was Locust Grove, one of
the many resorts on Long Island sound
The excursion was in charge of Rev.
George C. F. Haas .pastor of the
church. The vessel was commanded
by Captain William Van Schaik, one
of the best known excursion boat cap-
tains in New York harbor. He has
commanded the General Slocum for
almost the entire time since she was
built in 1891. The number of excur-
sionists on board today is variously
estimated at from 1,500 to 2,500, but
according to an official statement is-
sued by the Knickerbocker Steamboat
Company, owners of the Slocum, the

number of passengers was 873, that
being one-third of the vessel’s licensed
capacity.

The steamer, after leaving her dock
this morning proceded up the East
River, all three of her decks being

crowded with merry-makers. Bands
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played and the great slde-wheeler was
decollated with flags from stem to
stern.

The Fire Bursts Out.
The Slocum had reached a point
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near the Sunken Meadows off 135th
street, Manhattan, which is at the ex-
treme eastern end of Randall’s Island,
when lire broke out In a lunch room
on the forward deck. The blaze
was caused by the overturning of a pot
of grease. The headway of the vessel
and a high wind almost instantly
fanned the insignificant flame into
fury. Efforts were at once directed to
subduing the tire, but they were fu-
tile. The blaze spread aft with al-
most lightning rapidity. Captain Van
Schaik in the pilot house had been in-
formed of the outbreak of the fire,
and realizing the danger to the hun-
dreds of excursionists, decided to send
his vessel to shore at 134th street. At
this point thert are a number of lum-
ber yards and several huge oil tanks
and the captain was warned that to
attempt to land at this point would en-
danger the property and perhaps fur-
ther imperil the scores of people, who
had already been frightened into a
state of almost uncontrollable excite-
ment.

Changing the big steamer’s course
slightly he headed her for North
Brother Island, half a mile away.

Mad llusli of the Flames.
By this time the flames were rush-

ing by leaps and bounds from the for-
ward part of the ship aft.

The great open decks, built for ex-
cursionists, with little obstruction from
bow to stern, offered a clear sweep for
the fire. As the Slocum dashed for-
ward the flames caught stanchion and
cabin woodwork, eating and tearing
their way across the vessel.

The excursionists, but a few mo-
ments before in the full enjoyment of
an ideal summer’s day on Long Island
Sound, were driven to the after part
of the steamer to escape the heat,
flames and smoke that were constantly
increasing. Policemen and deck hands
aboard the boat, struggled hard to
cjuiet the panic, but their efForts were
in vain. The wild disorder increas-
ed, as frantic mothers sought to find
children who had been at play about
the decks.

Leaping- Into the River.
The steamer’s whistle -was blowing

for assistance and the tugs and oth-
er nearby craft answered to the call.
Before any of the boats could reach
the burning steamer, however, the

erable distance around this and tugs

and other small boats were rushing to
the assistance of the burning steam-
er. " i

These small boats rescued all those
in the water whom they could reach,
but many persons struggled and sank
before any help could reach them, in
the wake of the Slocum as she hur-

ried up stream was a line of litt'e

black spots, marking the heads and
bodies of those who had sought to es-
cape the roaring furnace on the si ip
by throwing themselves overboard.

Pew of those saved by tiie small
boats had no life preservers. At no
time during the progress ai the lire
was there an opportunity to e : thei
lower the life boats or get the i.fe
preservers out.

ELEVENTH SENATORIAL.

A Foregone Conclusion That Brooks

G. Empie Will be Nominate,!.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Wilmington, N. C„ June 15. —The
convention of the Eleventh Senatorial
district composed of the counties of

New Hanover and Brunswick, will

meet in this city on Saturday, Au-
gust 13th. It is a foregone conclu-
sion that Brooks O. Empie, Esq., cf

Wilmington, will be the nominee and

will be elected. He was the unani-

mous choice of New Hanover in the'

recent primaries and, according to

the custom, Brunswick will cheerfully
support the nominee of New Hanover
this year, it being Brunswick’s turn

to name the Senator two years hence.

Won’t Ask Early Closing.

The retail clerks’ union of Raleigh
have decided not to ask the merchants
to close their stores at six o’clock this

summer. A committee, consisting of
J. S. Correll. Phil. Thiem. W. R. Mil-
ler and W. B. Hunter will convey thd
thanks of the union to the merchants
for agreeing to close at 7 o’clock and
at 10:30 Saturday nights. <The union
has arranged to have its annual pic-

nic at Chalybeate Springs Thursday
evening, June 23d. The round trip

will be 60 cents and they hope to
have a large crowd from Raleigh.
The pavilion, 40x60 feet. has just

been completed at the springs and a
prograpa -furnishing plenty of fur*
will be provided.

J Grand Outer Guard, Mcßride Holt,

jGraham.
To Appoint a Lecturer.

' There were Several spirited discus-
sions this afternoon. One was over a
resolution empowering the Grand

Chancellor to appoint a lecturer at
a salary of $1)00 a year and S6OO for
expenses. The resolution was finally
adopted. The lecturer will be ap-
pointed later. He will be under the
control of Grand Chancellor Robert-!
son.

The Grand Lodge was tendered a
trolley ride late this afternoon.

Suez Temple held a ceremonial ses-
sion tonight when a large number
of Pythians crossed the desert. After

the session, a banquet was tendered
at Hotel Phoenix. Covers were laid
for 150 divers. Toasts were respond-
ed to by local and visiting members.

The closing session of the Grand

Lodge will be held tomorrow morn-
ing.

A SENSATIONAL AFFRAY.

A Woman Insulted, Two Men Fight,

One Spirited Away.

(Special to News and Observer.)
Winston-Salem, N. C., June 15. —A

delegate in attendance upon the ses-
sions of the Garni Lodge of Knights of

' Pythias here, having, it is alleged,

grossly insulted the wife of a Mr. Fer-
guson! head of a stock company play-
ing at the theatre here, the husband

was informed of the matter and sought

instant vengeance. The scene of the

affrav that followed was on the street
in front of the Hotel Phoenix. Fergu-

son rushed down the stairs, and see-

ing a man he believed to be the in-

sulter of his wife, he sprang upon him.
and before the bystanders could part

them beat him severely. He was then

informed that he had attacked the
wrong man, but his wife appearing on
the scene stated that the individual

before her was the guilty party.
However, the crowd which had col-

lected about the men prevented a se-
cond collision, and shortly thereafter

the man attacked by Ferguson disap-
peared It i s stated that he has been
spirited out of the city.

There is great reticence concerning

tho rnotter and nothing beyond the
bare facts stated can be learned.

manner by Rev. Dr. IT. A. Brown, pas-
tor of the First Baptist church. As
was to be expected the address of

welcome by Hon. C. B. Watson was
a notable one. The response to the
address of welcome was delivered by
Mr. J. E. Peterson, vice-president of
the association and was particularly
appropriate to the occasion.

Mr. J. Langhorne Barham, of
Goldsboro, folowed in a speech re-
plete with sound advice and practical
suggestions.

The State officers submitted their
annual reports this afternoon. All
were gratifying.

President Dunn’s address was in
the nature of a complete review of the
work done by the association during

the past year. He congratulated the
delegates on the interest being shown
in the proceedings and in the work
being done bv the members of the or-
ganization.

Due to Norman L. Johnson.
“The progress of your association

for the past twelve months,” said he,
“has not been as great as your offi-
cers had wished, still I am proud to
say that we are far in advance of any
other Southern State. Our success
In attaining to this position, however,
has only been possible by reason of
the efforts of Mr. Norman H. Johnson,

who has been the life of the associa-
tion and who has gone from one end
of the State to the other in its in-
terest.”

Mr. Dunn advised the establish-
ment of a North Carolina trade paper.

After the president's address, the
greeting from the North Carolina
Wholesale Merchants Association was
borne to the Retail Merchants Asso-
ciation by Mr. J. F. L. Armfleld, of
Fayetteville.

Addresses were also delivered this
afternoon by Mr. W. H. Bagley, of
Raleigh, on “The Relation of the Press
to the Merchants,” and Attorney Gen-
eral Johnson. The latter condemned
in strong language the use of trading
stamps and congratulated the Win-
ston-Salem merchants upon their suc-
cess in driving out the stamp concern
which attempted to open a store here.

Among Those Present.
Among the visiting merchants at-

tending the convention are the fol-
lowing: John Dunn, Thos. F. Mc-
Carthy, New Bern; J. E. Peterson,

State Democratic convention instructs
for Parker by vote of 257 1-2 to
182 1-2 for Hearst. Davis, Clark and
Berry included in the Big Four.

PULLING TRIGGERS IN JAWJAR.

Southern Inter-State Shooting Tourna-

ment Opens at Columbus.

(By the Associated Press.)
Columbus, Ga., June 14.—The

Southern Inter-State Shooting Tourna-
ment opened at Warm Springs today
with more than fifty shooters in at-
tendance. There were present repre-
sentatives from Virginia, North Caro-
lina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida,
Alabama and Tennessee.

The program for the first day in-
cluded ten events of 200 targets each.
The entire program was shot through
without any delay and the traps
worked smoothly and everyone was
much pleased with the day’s experi-
ence . High scores for amateurs were
made as follows: First, A. M. Hatch-
er, of Bristol, 191; second, E. L. Mar-
bury, 185; third, McCullough, 184.

Highest scores for experts were;

Walter Huff, of Macon, 194; H. Money,
192; J. M. Hightower, 184.

The shoot will continue three more
days. Tomorrow there will be two
events at targets. On Thursday and
Friday there will be live pigeon shoot-
ing. This is the largest and most suc-
cessful tournament held In the South
this year.

A Verdict for $1,000,000.

(By the Associated Press.)

New York, June 14.—A verdict for
$1,000,000 with interest for one year
and eleven months, making a total of
$1,100,000 was returned by a jury be-
fore Justice Spencer of the Supreme

court in Brooklyn today, in the suit
of Morris Menges against Louis Fitz-
gerald for services rendered in bring-

ing about the sale of the Western
Maryland Railroad to a syndicate. The
case has been on trial for several days,
eGorge Gould and other prominent
capitalists appearing as witnesses.

The verdict is the largest ever given
in Kings county.

Friendship is one of the things
that cannot be preserved in alcohol.

Goldsboro; J. M. Hedrick and J. A.
Armfield, High Point; M. F. Craw-
ford and It. H. McDuffie, Fayette-
ville; J. L. Barham and W. M. Sum-
herlin. Goldsboro; J. T. Hedrick,
Charles Mcßary, J. K. Hawkins, Lex-
ington; J. B. Gill, A. J. Evans, R. L.
Poston, T. Foy White, M. E. Ramsey,
Statesville; Ed. Hugh Lee, M. Rosen-
thal, J. B. Green, D. T. Johnson, J. B.
Rankin, Raleigh; R. B. Peters, E. L.
Roberson, Tarboro; George P. Crutch-
field, J. F. Peebles, Greensboro, N. C.;
J. D. Morton, Morehead City; Archi-
bald Nichols, S. Lupinsky, Asheville,
N. C.; W. D. Laroque, Mark Mew-
borne, Kinston; C. M. McCall,
Marion; W. E. Shuford, Lexington;
H. A. Stillwell, W. A. Avant. Char-
lotte; C. C. Reid, O. T. Waldrop, Ru-
therfordton. N. C.: M. M. Shepherd,
Hendersonville; McCoy Moretz, Phil

O. Hall, Thomas Shuford, Hickory.

Arkansas Instructed for Parker.

(By the Associated Press.)

Hot Springs, Ark., June 15. —The


