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Leads all North Carolina Dailies in News and Cireulation
THE RALEIGH OBSERVER
Story of That Great Newspaper While it Was Edited

and Managed by Peter M. hale ami

Wm. L. Saunders.

BY PETER M. WILSON

An Appreciative Tribute of Two of the

State's Foremost Journalists, and

Their Associates, With Incidents

That Give the Color of the Scenes

and Times of Those Stirring Days

by One Who Bore a Conspicuous

Part.

BY PETER MITCHELL WILSON.

Tour thoughtful reouest is that 1

write for the Review Number of your

valuable paper such incidents us my

eoiinectioii with it under Messrs. Hale

and Saundtrs would make me.familiar
with and in that way contribute to a
fair knowledge of its great history.

The paper has been a mirror of the

life of the State and its people for so
long that its story is their story, and
h.iij assigned part in its telling must

tie brief. Indulgence will be claimed
too for unintended omissions, for un-
due importance to particular events
and tor those personal preferences
which under the name of prejudices
will crop out In all evidence, however

truthfullv meant.
You will not forget, please, that a

ouarter «»f a century, a good thick cen-
tury at that, stands between us and
ilie blessed people and times and
things you wish told about to their
grandchildren. Therefore. I purpose

to tell ;ts mv strength and routine em-
ployment will permit first, how the
two reallv big men who set on foot
this storv of the State appeared to
others as witnessed by the estimates of
ihem preserved in what are called
obituaries, when reserve is weakest,

and then now they appeared to me.
This last would carrv but little except

that I am sure there must be value
in what a subordinate has to tell of
1 Is betters if it smacks of their every-
day methods and habits of life and
labor, their appearance. the little
mutinies about them which others
perhaps more observant happen not

t<- Know and provided always his pen-
cil keeps to the edge of the Golder
Rule.

if he retouch the fading faces of
those unconsidcred craftsmen whose
only business is to carry the brick*
up a seven-story ladder where they

COI. W I. KAINKKUS.
In Confederate Uniform.

From Photograph When Col. 4 6 Reg.
N. C. Troops, Heth’s Div., A. I*.

Hill's Corps, A. N. Va.

hand them over to the “gintlemen who
do all the work.” he will not have
done a useless thing. Each one had
ids pride in his part as have their
own who follow them. So if the com-
posite picture of the planners and
doers, tile editors, reporters, corre-
spondents. compositors. solicitors
clerks and devil is set. before the
nailer so as to make a clear, true and
agreeable impression on him the Lord
be praised for the miracle. If it does
not do this vanity will point to where
the fault lies

Peter Mallett Hale.

Peter Mallett Hale was born at Fay-

etteville about 1828. being the eldest
s<'ii of Edward J. Hale, and his wife.
Sarah Walker. After the ordinary pre-
liminary education he entered the Uni-
versity at Chapel Hill in the class of
1849, and at once took a tine stand

in his studies, which he maintained
so admirably that he graduated ai
the head of his class, and. receiving
me nOnor of being chosen to deliver
the valedictory, well performed that

Pleasant dutv. Not onlv was he thus
early distinguished for his scholastic
attainments, but he was generally es-
teemed ;ls a voune man of more than
usual culture and judgment., possess-
im*. in a marked degree the esteem o»‘
Ids entire community. Soon after his
graduation his father, being the lend-
ing Whig editor in the State, associated
Mr. Hale with him in the editorial
management of the Fayetteville Ob-
server. at once launching him out on
a brilliant career as a public man ami
Journalist, with the fairest prospects
of life opened to him.

About the year 1856 he was married
to Mary, a daughter of Hon. George E.
Badger. a ladv eoualiy lovely in char-
a» ter. charming In accomplishment,
and handsome in person, and reared
r.n interesting family, of whom four
daughters and a young son now sur-
vive.

He was closely associated with the
•‘lndependent Light Infantry.” of Fay i
» tteville. in which fine old organization
ht felt u great pride, and at one time
was its commander.

After the Bethel campaign he re-
turned to the editorial chair and main-
tained his connection with the Fay-
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tttcville Observer until Sherman de-
stroyed the olfice and property of the
newspaper in 1865, and soon after his
father and himself removed to New
Ycrk and opened there the publishing
house of E. J. Hale & Son.

In 1876 Mr. Hale returned to North
Carolina, and in coniunction with Col.
William L. Saunders began the pub-
lication of the Observer at Raleigh, at
once establishing that paper on a high-
er plane of journalism than had ever
before been attained by any North
Carolina paper.

The work performed by Mr. Hale in
this new field of labor redounded to
his honor and received the merited
applause of his fellow citizens. No
other instrument had ever been so po-
tent in developing the resources of the
State and furthering the advancement
of those works of internal improve-
ment which pave in more recent
,-ears contributed to her prosperity.
Particularly' may we say that his firm
•spousal of the measures inaugurated

.'or the completion of the Western
N’orth Carolina Railroad won for him
he lasting gratitude of those sections
>f the .State whose development de-
fended upon the completion of that
.vork. And the events justified the
ioundness of his judgment.

The great prosperity and advance-
ment and progress we today witness

tcross the mountains, is largely due
o the untiring efforts of Mr. Hale to
jeettre ror the people of that section
hose adequate facilities of transpor-
ation which are the basis of their
present activities.

“As a political writer, he was t.o
;ess sound and energetic than when
leeking the development of our nta-

crial resources. He was always true
»o conviction and tg principle, and
iis leadership was targeiy acknowl-
edged by the press of the State. His
ffyie was easy, clear and forcible. He
was an omnivorous reader, was class-
ical in his tastes and a tine belles-let-
tres scholar. So well equipped, and
-arly trained to journalism under the
eye of one of the be3t editors of the
older generation, lie never failed to
elucidate every subjet he discussd, and
m his argumentation he brought to
hear the lull armament of his unusual
powers.

"Rut the enterprise he had engaged
in was not t<> be accomplished, ex-
’.*( pt at an expense beyond his limited
means. The Observer, under the edi-
torial management of Messrs. Hale
ind Saunders, commended itself to
the favor of every section of the State,

hut the outlay in establishing it was
very great and, Col. Saunders having

been appointed Secretary of State,

thus separating him from the paper.
Mr. Hale had the unhappiness to see
his paper fail financially, because of
debts Incurred in its establishment.

Os the value of the work of the
Observer the above paragraphs writ-
ten by the accomplished Captain Ashe,
tfives the accepted opinion.

Let us see what the other leading
editors of the principal papers in the
State had to say of it. Mr. Josephus
Daniels in the State Chronicle writes:

“it was the best paper published
in North Carolina in the recollection
ol the writer. It has had no equal
*ince it passed out of the hands of Mr.
Hale. Measuring our words, we may
*ay that it was a Great Paper, and met
tIH needs of the people of the State,
it was right arm of strength to the
1. emocracy. It was vigorous, conser-vative, and aggressive. It advocated
Democratic principles ami Democraticmeasures with an ability and vigor
that has since characterized no Demo-
cratic pajiei in the State. In this es-
timate we believe most thinking men
will agree.”

Mr. Joseph P. Caldwell made this
estimate:

“The Observer was by all odds the
ablest paper ever published in North
Carolina.”

John D. Cameron, in the Asheville
Citizen, said:

“Mr. Hale was an industrious work-
er. a vigorous and scholarly writer
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and of large and varied information.
It is fair to say that, he did not make
himself popular with his brethren of
the press, nor did he ever become so.
Mr. Hate had a very lofty idea of
journalism, and he was at no pains to
conceal his opinions or his feelings as
excited by its short-comings. But al!
readily recognized his ability and pro-
fitted by his labors. No man per-
formed more valuable service to the

Democratic party in the campaigns of

¦ 1882 and 1884 than Peter Hale, and
j the fruits of his intelligent labor was

| a mine from which politicians, speak-
ers, and editors drew as from an ex-

i haustless and infallible source.
Mr. Kingsbury, editor, of the Wi!-

! mington Star, expressed this belief:
“We believe that he was the best

furnished editor that North Carolina
has ever produced. We do not think
him an abler man than his former as-
sociate, Colonel William L. Saunders,
but he was much better trained and
provided for the manifold duties of
journalism and editorship ’’

To conclude, Mr. James Randell, the
author of “Maryland, My Maryland,”
said in the Augusta Chronicle:

"He was a first class newspaper
man; he wrote with power and ease.
He was as fearless as he was power-
ful. Under the editorial conduct or
himself and Colonel W. L. Saunders,
the Raleigh observer was justly es-
teemed one of tiie best and most m-
fiuential papers south of Baltimore.”

William Laurence Saunders.
. The announcement of the death of
Colonel Saunders brought genuine sor-
row to thousands of North Carolinians.

But few men in the State have ever
been so thoroughly esteemed. His
friends are found in every section —

personal friends, whose attachment to
him has been heightened through
sympathy in his sufferings, and poli-
tical friends who have long regarded
him as deservedly ranking among the
truest sons of North Carolina.

He has had the confidence of the
people and has enjoyed the admira-
tion, esteem and respect of all who
have been Drought into relations with
him. indeed, the opinion is widely
entertained that lie was one of the
most remarkable men of his day. lie
was a strong man in thought: a strong
man in action, and he wielded an In-
fluence among the thinking men of
the State that was second to none.

As a devoted North Carolinian no
one surpassed him. He patrioticaily
served his State in time of war, and
when peace came he sought to ad-
vance her best interests. In council
he was wise, and in conduct he vvaa
tesolute. He rendered most valuable
service as an adviser, and his trenchant
pen was employed in behalf of ihc
people. He devoted his energies, his
great talents, his very life to Norm
Carolina. The first we know of Col
Saunders was because of an article
that appeared in the Wilmington Jour-
nal in the campaign of 1870. It was
the strongest and finest newspaper ar-
ticle we had ever read. He was tn*>
author.

It was our fortune to become ac-
quainted with him at the succeeding
session of the Assembly when he was
clerk to the Senate, and after that we
came to know him well. He was as-
sociated with his brother-in-law. Mai
James A. Englehard. as editor of the
Wilmington Journal, and was at onco
recognized as the strongest writer m
the State. In his Journalistic career,
he never made a mistake. He never
charged a fact wrongfully, hut he was
boldness itself in statement, and liXt
a whirlwind In denunciation.

Later he came to Raleigh with Mr
Hale and founded the Observer, but
on the death of Major Englehard, then
Secretary of State, he was appointed
to that office. Soon after enteritis
upon its duties, he became interested
in the Colonial Records, and that was
the occasion of a closer association
between him and ourselves, than oth-
erwise might have existed.

For ten years we had this common
interest outside of personal friondshii
and political association, and the in-
timacy grew with years.

As we have said, Colonel Saunders
was a remarkable man of great ca-
pacity. of strong conviction and cor

rect sentiments. His opinions of their
own rorce exerted an influence be-
yond those of any other man in the
State. He wrote with great vigor anti
force, yet elegantly. In this we think
he excelled every other writer in tin
State. There was a precision and clear-
ness of statement that was altogether
admirable.

He was taken .about 1 870 with rheu-
matism that turned into rheumatic
gout. This he attributed in some
measure to the effect of exposure dur-
ing the w’ar. He wras a great sufferer
from it and at least for fifteen years
he was almost constantly in pain, af-
ter suffering excruciating agony and
frequently in peril of his life.

Yet he bore up so cheerfully, sc
patiently, with sued resolution and
fortitude, that liis intimates were
troubled when first they discov-
ered signs of impatience. They
thought it a symptom of a weakening
in his power of self-control.

Shortly before he had finished hit
great work, the completion of the
Colonial Records, a friend remarked t.c
him that by no means ought he to
finish that work —for as soon as it
was off his mind his desire to live
would weaken and liis struggle for life
" oiild be less resolute. The work was

then about completed, and when *he
House in acknowledgement passed a
resolution of thanks *..0 niin, by a ris-
ing vote, we told him of their action
and he was grat fied beyond our ex-
pectation. The honor done him bj
the Assembly was most highly appre-
ciated by him. It was indeed a great

work, and employed him for some ten
years, entailing vast research and
trouble that but few can estimate. But
It Is a monument to his fame. He
gloried in it too, for he was enabled
to bring out prominently matters that

redounded to the g ory of our people,
illustrating their capacity for self-gov-
ernment. their devotion to republican
principles and their resolute purpose

to maintain their liberties.

In principle he was an ardent Demo-
crat. We do not mean merely that
he was attached to the Democrats
garty. hut that he treasured the un-
derlying principles of Democracy, the
freedom of the people their right tn
self-government, the practice of local
government and ihe rights of man.

In every aspect he vras a true man.
honoring manhood, robust virtue
scorning what is base and temporizing

and ignoble.
He was kindly in disposition, and

given to charity, liberal and generous,
not living to himself.

Next to the Colonial. Records the
University of North Carolina wae of
greatest interest to him. He was Secre-
tary of the Boar 3 of Trustees, and
every plan, every movement for the
benefit of that institution enlisted his
warmest co-operation. His heart was
In the work. Indeed, a great and most

PETER Ml, WILSON
Sketch of One of the

State’s Most Gifted
Writers.

In 1890 a gentleman who had every
opportunity to know Mr. Peter M. Wil-
son well, wrote the "following sketch
of his life, which is reproduced here
for the younger people of North Caro-
lina know too little of this rarely
gitted man.

Sketch of Mr. Wilson.
"The development of the material

resources and the upbuilding of the
industrial enterprises of the
Soutli in general and North Caro-
lina in particular is the surest wjiy

for a native son to pay the debt that
every man owes to the generation in
which he lives—and when then? is
united in one man the faith, the
knowledge and the labor that are
characteristic of and are potent In
creating the New South. together
with the culture, the knightly chivalry
and genial courtesy that are the ad-
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PETER M. WILSON,
liocal Editor of the Raleigh Observer.

mirable features of the Old South,
there is a combination indeed to give
the world assurance of a man."

Such a man is Peter Mitchell Wil-
son. He was born in Warren county,
July 1, 18 49. His father. Dr. Thomas
E. Wilson, was a native of Greenville
county, Virginia, who moved to North
Carolina early h> Mfe. His mother
combin s the h’ot :thrifty Scotch-
man i Vter Mvd *, W. .* ta ’ of Hie
Persons whose names are indissolubly
linked with the Colonial and Revo-
lutionary history of the State. He was
educated first at the old academy in
Warrenton. Afterwards under the
elder Wm. Bingham and his sons. In
1865 he went to the University of
North Carolina where he stood well
in his classes, perhaps barring
“mathematics” somewhat, and went
through the Sophomore year. He
then went through the University of
Edinboro’, from which renowned in-
stitution he received the degree of
Master of Arts in 1870.

Upon his return to this country he
taught for a while in the excellent
school of Dr. Holcombe at Bellevue,!
Virginia.

Returning to North Carolina, he
studied law under Hon. Wm. Eaton,
than whom no finer legal scholar
adorns the annals of our history and
upon receiving his license entered
upon partnership with his preceptor.
But Mr. Wilson chafed under the ordi-
nary routine of a lawyer’s office. So
he came to Raleigh, was elected Read-
ing Clerk of the Senate in 1876, and
about 18 77 city editor of the Obser-
ver.

During Mr. Wilson’s journalistic
work he devoted much thought and
labor to the Industrial problems

which beset the industrial develop-
ment of the State and wroßp some of
his best articles —notably the one de-
scribing the Dialogue and Habits at
a Country store, “What’s the
Matter With Farmin’ in the
South?” have had wide circula-
tion and publication. Some ten years
ago Mr- Wilson determined to give
liis entire labor to work of this kind,
and in 1880 he became Secretary of
State Board of Agriculture, which

office he held until he resigned in
1888. In 1888, as secretary North
Carolina Agricultural Society he per-
formed the chief labor in the success-
ful fair of that and the preceding
year.

In 1889 he became State Commis-
sioner of Immigration and has done
as much perhaps as any man in the
State to advertise the advantages of
the State and attract immigration in-
to her borders.

Mr. Wilson was Executive Com-
missioner to the New Orleans Exposi-

tion in 1888, and afterwards at Chi-
cago in 1893. From Chicago Mr.
Wilson was invited and accented the
position of one of the disbursing of-
ficers of the United States Senate,
which position he has up to this time
filled most acceptably.

Naturally eloquent, of rare cultiva-
tion and attractive manners. he
has shown that the practice of a pro-
fession is by no means the nearest
avenue to usefulness in the South.

Mr. Wilson married Ellen, the-
daughter of Maj. P. M. Hale. They
have one daughter who promises to
be as attractive and as gifted

father. At the age of 5 years, on the
death of his father. Mr. Hale’s only
son became the ward of Mr. and Mrs.
Wilson. He is now a young man of
mark and has for several years been

connected with the Southern Road,

stationed at Washington.

useful public man has gone out from
among'us, and his departure ‘eaves a
void that no other man can fill.

father of "William Lawrence
Saunders was a minister of the Epis-

copal Church, and resided in Raleigh,

where Colonel Saunders was June

30. 1835. He graduated from the
University in June, 1554, studied law

under Judge Battle, and obtained li-

cense. In 1857 he settled in Salisbury,

and in April, 1861. he volunteered as
a member of the Rowan Rifle Guard*
and went with that company to Fort
Johnston, at Southport. In June.
1861. he was appointed a lieutenant
in Reiley’s Battery, and went with it
to Virginia.

In January', 1862, he became a cap-
tain in 46th N. C. Troops. E. D. Hall
being the Colonel, and served with
(’ookes Brigade, Hokes Division, A. P.

Hills Corps. He was twice wounded,

once at Fredericksburg in the right

cheek and again at the Wilderness, the
ball entering the mouth and passing
out at tin- back of the neck.

In 1862 he received bis commission
as Major; in 1 863 as Lieutenant-*’ol-
onel; and on the first tis January, 1864,

as Colonel of his regiment.

He served until tlie end of the war
and surrendered at Appomattox. In
February, 1864, he married Miss Flor-

ence Cotton, a daughter of the late

John W. Cotton, of North Carolina,
who, however, died in July, 1865. In

1870 he served as Secretary of the

Senate and again in 187 2.
Then for four years he was with

Major Englehard. who was his broth-
oi-in-law on the Wilmington Journal;

and in November, 1876. he, with Mr.
Peter Al. Hale, founded tlie Observer.

Major Englehard was then Secretary

of State, and upon his death. Colonel
Saunders was, February L7, 18 <9, ap-

pointed bis successor by Governor

Jarvis He has since been three times
elected to that office.

Hale anti Saunders.
Both were intense Democrats, hut

they had got to be by different pro-
cesses. Mr. Hale had an inborn and
perhaps a sentimental sympathy with

the weaker brother and the clannish
instincts that outside of the High-

lands of Scotland are not quite so fine
elsewhere as on the pineclad banks ol
Cross Creek. By preference, then, the
people that had been beaten were his
people. A Whig by education, by-
grace of the unnatural rigors of re-
construction he was forced into the
opposition which became Democracy.
But the literal fire and sword of Sher-
man did not sere from his disposi-
tion some toleration for certain Re-
publicans of the cleverer and pleas-
anter sort, and he could be good com-
pany on occasions with shch accom-
plished past-masters in politics as Col.
Ike Young, Governor Holden, Albion
Tourgee, John Nichols, Col. Shaffer
and the great and only Colonel Loge

Harris. There was a grand constella-
tion of Republican planets in those
days and the brightest of these was
Richard Badger. If they had talents —

and hadn't they?—if they had lives

worth reading or stories worth telling,
and kindliness, the latch string of the
copy room hung out to them. And what
shall be said of their feelings toward
him? They- all called him Mr. Hale
when addressing him; when speaking
of him it was "Peter Hale” always.

Doesn’t that tell the story? Is there
much softness or magnetism in the
iove foi the man who is never known
by his Christian name?

There was surely a charity in his
politics, and he differentiated between
the doctrine and the doctrinaire. The
one he knew was hostile, the other
he believed could be friendly. In per-
sonal appearance Mr. Hale wps strik-
ing looking, very like the portraits of
Hawthorne. The suggestion of the
poetic in his nature was manifested in
his attire. He wore his fine silken
hair almost to his shoulders, and his
complexion was .is fresh and pink as
a school girl’s. No one ever saw him
with a beard a day old, and his neat-
ness was grateful. He had very dark
brown eyes. They' literally glowed in
strong feeling and laughed in humour.
When he was resisting your contention
and steeling himself against yielding,
the light seemed to retire into his eyes
and produced the effect of blindness.
So that the quick men around him
would say among themselves: “Some-
thing is wrong; there is the blind lock
in the Major's eyes.” He had large
times and a massive frame and was
very tall—over six feet, though a stoop
in the neck from bending constantly
over his work concealed his height
very appreciably. This is the picture
in my mind of the man who could be
editor, critic, foreman, compositor,
manager of big daily papers, and who
was.

It is no disparagement to the work
of any one to say on occasion Mr. Hale
could do his work better than he could
do it himself. I’ve seen him stride
into the otfice at day dawn and unlock,
upset and rearrange the whole outside
of the paper because it was not well
balanced to his keen,tasteful eye, and
he would set up a head line or a dis-
play ad, never in petulance or temper,
tut with a kind "Don’t you think it
would look better this way?” sort of
way that would simply stupefy the
average printer. It gave him great
prestige in the work shop and ensured
i model paper In appearance, as well

as an excellent tone in matter. Mr.
Hale did not think it was possible to
print a paper that was too good for his
subscribers, and he regarded a sub-
scriber in the light of a personal
friend. He had in the bottom of his
mind some theory like this, that if the
material condition of the people could
be made as good as possible they

would be happy, and they would gov-
ern themselves in a satisfactory man-
ner. Colonel Saunders acted on the
belief that if the Government was kept
along simple lines and approved for
its justice and economy by the people!
that the development of the country
would come along in due course by
individual effort and he was npt at
all impatient about it. In this you
can see the early party training of
the two men. Mr. Hale’s thoughts and
aims turned at once to the develop-
ment of the State, and to the day of
his death he wrote and contrived to
this end. His faith that the comple-
tion of the Western North Carolina
Railroad would do away with the
jealousies between the east and the
west has been justified. It is quite im-
possible to make plain to those of to-
day how strong the antagonisms once
were, and is not the harmony of an
undivided North Carolina sentiment a
result worth work for a life time?

As a party man he was liberal, and
he was by nature in sympathy with
the man with a grievance, even If it
were not too well founded —as was
sometimes the case—but his personal
attachments were so strong that they
led him into oppositions within the
party. This was notably so in the fa- 1
mous Vance-Merrimbn contes’t. Mr. |
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COL. W. L. SAUNDERS,

Founder and Editor of the Raleigh
< Ibserver.

From Oil Painting in Di Society Hall
Chapel Hill.’

Hale thought Governor Vance had not
gjven his paper the recognition thai

its sci*vic( s xml their old-time relations
entitled him to. and, besides, he wax)

greatly attached to Colonel Fuller.
Senator Merrimon’s law partner and
manager and for whom he felt a deep

and reciprocated affection dating from
boyhood, and construed the policy of

the Governor's following as to instruc-

tions by county conventions to legis-

lators in the election of Senators as
outside of party authority and unfair,

and resented it. Colonel Saunders did
not concur in this view, hut it occa-
sioned no breach of any sort be-
tween them. It did lead, however, to
the printing of some very able articles
on both sides. When I tell you that
Mr. Richard Battle, Captain Ashe,

General Clingman, Armislead Jones,
and men of that mettle wrote them
,uu can know a battle royal was on.
No one was denied a hearing If he had
not scandalous matter, but a good deal
of ill feeling might have “died a-
bornin’ ” if real names had been at-
tached instead of fictitious ones. Up
to now, some how or other. Bill Black
will say more insulting things over
r.he Latin name of Erebus than over
his good, honest English one.

Much the same internal political war
was flagrant in the Shotwell-Schenck
controversy, when the whole Ku-Klux
business was threshed over and much
that was written had to be refused,
and much that was printed really was
lacking in proper respect for the Su-
preme Court, which was then being
tried for its decision in the Driver
case. But the people took a hand in
ihe matter and decided it in the long

run in favor of both Chief Justice
Smith and Judge Schenck. who were
made to serve as unwilling leaders
around whom grouped enthusiastic
ioliowers in this strictly family jar.

The mud cut boom aroused Air. Hale

and Colonel Saunders profoundly. It
struck first straight at a policy of the
paper that it considered vital, to the
State’s best interests, because it was
calculated to retard at least the com-
pletion of the road and to disappoint
the hopes of the mountains? It is
drawing 100 fine a point to say that its

authors intended creating discontent
that would force the State to sell the

road to those who would build it: that

would be to discredit the motives they
WILSON—FOUR ..6 lettitwailaJbysoe
avowed. But that was the result of it,

or it at least contributed to it. and
I the editors lived to see that great
Captain of Internal Improvements, Col-
onel Andrews, build it and make it a
part not only of a great East and West
fine, but of a great North and South
system as well.

As Printer to the State lie dignified
the office by standing for its deserts.
He looked upon his commission as a
memorial that he was to repay by
watchfulness over the public interest,
attention, good taste and the experi-
ence he had gained in the publication
of many standard books. He distinct-
ly elevated the art of printing in the
State and the public estimate of those
who live by it.

Upon this and the development of
Western North Carolina, imperishable
results physically and morally must
rest his growing recognition. There
was so much about the man that ap-
pealed to one's heart, his gentleness
and diffidence of manner, it warns one
tc desist. It may be said of him and
Colonel Saunders that while neither
practiced the follies of false piety, they
were born, bred and died Christians,
and in a most intimate intercourse
with them I never heard an unclean
word fall from their lips. They were
gentlemen to the manner born.

If I were called upon to say who
was the hardest worker I evtyr knew,

1 would say Mr. Peter Hale. After
seeing if he couldn’t do somebody
else’* work, he would buckle down to
his own and he could do more of it
and of a higher quality than anybody.
Put why refuse to face the end of all
this? The Legislature elected in
was what is sometimes called a Reform
Legislature. Demagogues delight In
praising a certain rigorous kind of
paring of necessary expenses which is
anything but economy. Under malign
influence it passed a printing law
which hurt only the printer. The Ob-
server had relied on a renewal of the
law as it stood.

The profits of the printing w’ere to
(Continued on Page Two.)
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CAPTAIN ASHE WRITES

Interesting Newspaper History in the

States Capital Traced by a Dis-

tinguished Gentleman Who Gave

Fifteen Years to Adding to the Dig-

nity and Usefulness of the News-

paper Profession.

BY CAPT. S. A. AKHK.
When I came to Raleigh in the fall

of 187(), The Sentinel was, according'
to my recollection, the only Democra-
tic newspaper published here. In the
campaign of 187 2. Mr. John Spellman
and myself published a campaign pa-
per called Blasting Powder, which was
what its name indicates, although the
result of that campaign would seem
to show that we were the ones who
were blown up. It was about that
lime that the News was started by
Stone & Hazel I, with Captain Sam. Wil-
liams as editor; for Air. Turner had
already separated himself from many
of the leading Democrats, and Tho
Sentinel did not give general satisfac-
tion. There had been divergences,
and there were at least two strong fac-
tions already developed In the ranks of
the Conservatives, its the people oppos-
ed to the Republican party were then
called. In 1874 1 edited the Daily
Crescent, and that year we redeemed
the State, our majority running up to
about 16,000. The particular issue was
Social Equality, for the bill making It
an offence to make any differehce or
discrimination between a negro and
a white man in any church, or place of
amusement, in any hotel, or on board
of any cars, steam boat or public con-
veyance. had passed the Republican
Senate by a large majority, and would
have passed the House by an* over-
whelming vote had not Speaker Blaine,
with a magnanimity that should ever
be remembered with gratitude by the
Southern people, refused to allow the
bill to come up. He alone stood be-
tween the Southern people and the
troubles that measure would have

caused us. It was under such circum-
stances that the white voters of the
State were in 187 4 brought together
and the ascendancy of the Democratic
party firmly established.

Two years later Governor Vance

< APT. SAM IKB A. ASHK,

For Fifteen Years Kditor of The Ob-
server ami Tin* News ami Observer.

was nominated for Governor and elect-
ed. That also was the great, cam-
paign year of the Tihleri election and
when the Constitutional Amendments
were submitted to the people for their
ratification. It was the greatest cam-
paign ever made in North Carolina.

Somehow The Sentinel had been los-
ing money to such an extent that all
of Mr. Turner’s resources were ex-
hausted, and before election day, I
think, /The Sentinel suspended. In
November of that year, after the elec-
tion, The Observer was started by
Hale & Saunders. Col. Saunders,
along with Major Knglehard, was
some years earlier editor*of the Wil-
mington Journal, and both of them
had established a great reputation

for editorial ability. Hut the Journal
had failed.

Mr. Hale had been associated with
his father on the Fayetteville Observer
and had every element of an editor in
his characteristics. But the field of
journalism at Raleigh was then too
limited for the success of two dully
newspapers, and by the spring of

1 879 the Observer had expended all
its means, and being heavily in debt
passed Into the hands of a receiver,
and on July sth 1879, was sold at auc-
tion. 1 was at that time chairman of
the State Executive Committee, and it
was represented to me that it was
probable that The Observer would fall
into the hands of The News; and in
that event fihe factions within the
party could not he quieted, and the
party would be rent in twain; and

that there was great danger that all
that had been accomplished in the
way of establishing the Democratic
party in the ascendancy In the State
would be lost. And I was appealed
to to become the editor of The Ob-

server on the ground that by doing
so, since I was chairman of the Execu-
tive Committee and enjoyed measura-
bly the confidence of a considerable
number of local leaders who were not

attached to either of the factions, I

could probably prevent that disaster

and preserve the unity of the party,

so it was arranged that some of my

personal friends should buy the prop-

erty for me. In the hands of the re-
ceiver the Observer had been losing

money, but It was thought that it could
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