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Leads all North Carolina Daffies in News and Circulation

THE KALEIGH NEWS”
Young; Oak which was the Parent Stem of the Giant

Tree in the Forest of North Carolina

Newspaperdom.

GEO. C. JORDAN WRITES
having been accorded extensions
through the favor of my friend, R. T.
Gray and his partner, the late Capt.
E. R. Stamps, two of the nomest men
of my acquaintance.

All during my career I was In al-
most daily consultation with the Hon.
Walter Clark, now Chief Justice of
the State, whom we then called Col.
Clark, and who apparently hail the
heaviest financial interest in the enter
prise, and 1 frequently consulted the
late Governor Thomas M. Holt, who
also had a considerable interest; arm

1 was often >n contact with the late
Senator A. B. Vance, ex-Gov. T. J
Jarvis, the late Guv. D. G. Fowl®. Col.
A. B. Andrews, Chas. M. Busbee. Fab
H. Busbee, R. T. Gray, the late Capt
Hi. R. Stamps, Julius Lewis, N. W
West, the iate Major R. S. Tucker,
the late Dr. George W. Blaeknall, or
Yarborough House fame, and many
others who have become prominent
ana successful in business and politico!

lite in North Carolina.
Speaking of ex-Governor Jarvtsand

It. T. Gray reminds me of a meeting

in Washington not long ago, wiien
tiiey were here on business relating

to the Josephus Daniels habeas corpus-
case. 1 went to see them at the Riggs

House and both of them called me
oy my given name “George,*’ which
brought me back to old times and
made me feel that every trim son of
North Carolina was “kindred and
allied by birth, and made of ihe same
clay;” and I felt mor® than ever proud

of my birthplace, for of North Caro-
linians it may he said, ther'e 1s more
homogeniety, and more family feeling
tnan in any other State, and ils peo-
ple are purest bred from the j»«reiu

stock of nobility of all the Stales,
there practically being no tnterniai-
riages with the foreign element during

the entire history of the Stale.
In looking back, the past comes ux<

berore me like a dream, and I can se*

the great political struggles tnrougn
which we passed in North Carolina,
notably the campaign of IS??, vvinei.
indeed, was a political testing timr,
when the late Senator Vai.ce and the
late Thomas Settle were candidates
for Governor, and the very Heart of
the State was at risk. I can jee the
placard I got out at that time cn
which I had printed a Dio.lurj -f Sena-
tor Vance, encircled bv tne worms
“Support Tilden. Vance, Jarvis, Re-
form and the Raleigh News.” anil
nrculated perhaps lU'i,(.o*) or more
;opies during the campaign, which
*as regarded as a great feat in mini-
ng at that time, for «t was the first
;ut of a man’s fare ever published

n North Carolina, which seems a hi-
de strange now when wo considet
hat this issue of The Nows and Ob-
server will probably be filled with
similar cuts and be regarded as a
most ordinary evert.

From time to time there were con-
nected with the paper as editors the
ate Jordan Stone, the late Cot. John

D. Cameron, who, by the way, wrote
ri the purest Anglo-Saxon style: the
iate Major William A. Hearne, who,
perhaps was the most caustic writer
<n the State; the late E. C. Woodson,
.vas one of the wittiest local editors;

Thos. C. Evans, a pungent paragraph-
ist; Joseph P. Caldwell, now pro-
prietor of the Charlotte Observer, and
the best local editor and reporter over
known in North Carolina; Join C.
Syme, also a local editor of unusual
ibility; Col. John 15. Hunsey, a waiter
>f repute, and at times we had uui;®
in able paper, and it would look as it
the enterprise was on the verge of
success, but the demands for monev
oeeause of the original debt, the un-
expected heavv expenses, such as tb®
suit against the paper by t!u late W.
H. Howerton. Secretary of State, s<*
hampered us that we were not able to
keep un she high standard ai.d wen-
forced to fall back.

Perhaps the nearest to pronounced

success we ever reached, was when
the lat® Henrv W. Gradv consented to
neeomfi associated with ma in the con-
duct of the oaper. and was on his way
io Raleigh to take charge as ®Uitu»
in-ohief. the arrangement having been
made through Dr. George W. Graham

of Charlotte, a cdfjeg® mate of Mr.
Gradv at the University of Virginia.
But for some reason, not then know**
ro me. Mr. Grady did not complete
die arrangement, and It was not qnti.

several years afterwards that I learr.
ed the true reason. We were at Moi
nead City one summer, and Mr. Grauv
nad just returned from a dav’s outing
with the Spanish mackerel, his oaitv
havirur brought in. as L remember. Mur
oeautiful specimens of this royal fish,
which, bv the way. it is said, reaches
perfection on the waters of Eastern
Carolina. Mr. Gradv and I happened

so he to each other, amt
ne was tellinc me of his experiences-

with Spanish mackerel, and cited m»
incident at Delmonico’s In New Yorn.
where he and a nartv of his friends
nad gone for a. little dining, when one
of the number, in a spirit of banter,

tossed a tw-entv dollar note on the
counter to Mr. Delmonico, saying: “X
will give you that for the best dish
your house can provide.” and or
course, the oartv was greatlv inter-
ested to know what the dish would
op. when Io and behold, there appear-
ed a luscious Spanish mackerel, which
Mr. Delmonico said w-as the best dish
nis house was able to afford. ?u
calking with Air. Gradv. it leaked ouf
now. in the former time, he was on
nis way to Raleigh to join m® in tfii
conduct of The News, and was srand-
.ng on the platform of the station ar
Greensboro, just readv to step aboard
the train for Raleigh which was about
to pull out, when a telegram from tru
New York Herald was placed in his
hands, calling him immediately ie

New York on most important busi-
ness, and as fate would have It. tit®
train for New York, which was stand-
ing along side of the same platform,

Story of Struggle for Success Against
Great Odds—Henry Grady was to

Have Beenjts Editor—lncidents in

the Lives of Those who Made the

[ Raleigh News a Paper of Power.
BY GEORGE C. .JORDAN.

The printing: plant of Stone &

Fzzell, Weldon, N. C., was, as it wore,
the tap root of the Raleigh News,

which is the parent stein of The
News and Observer.. The plant was

GEORGE C . JORDAN.

Who Was Manager of the Raleigh

News for Seven Years.

re-set in Raleigh early in the seven-
ties, and occupied the old buildings
adjoining the Yarborough House,

that noted hostelry, on whose regis-

ters have been written, during the
past forty years, the named of perhaps
every prominent citizen of North
Carolina.

My connection with the ,>aper began

about the year 1873, as accountant,
then business manager, then manager,
finally lessee and publisher, and prin-
ter to the State, all during a term of
six or seven eventful years, fraught
with teeming x»olitical events and ex-
treme struggle, uie enterprise having
been handicapped from the outstart
with heavy debt and bitter competi-
tion.

The Hon. Josiah Turner, and his
Raleigh Sentinel, tjoth long deceased
but then in power, were the chief
competitors during the early stages.

Mr. Turner charged us with being
allies of the late George W. Swepson,

Milton S. Littlefield, and others of

their kind, and under the pay of what
Air. Turner termed the “Ring,” an
influoric® that was about to ruin the
State. The Sentinel gradually failed
and The News began to prevail, espe-
cially during the times of the Consti-
tutional Convention, .but a more pow-
erful competitor arose in the Raleigh

Observer, published by the late P. M.
Hale and the laie Col. VV. L.-Saun-
ders. Secretary of State, bringing to
bear the strongest political and social
influence in North Carolina.

Despite all this the Raleigh News
held its pace, hut The Observer, un-
der Hale and Saunders, finally made
an assignment, with liabilities, as. I
recollect, covering about $3.7.000, pass-
ing into the hands of Capt. S. A. Ashe
and his friends, atnl remained, I be-
lieve. until the reorganization which
comprised Tlic, News ami Observer,
under its present able management.

I started in at less than twenty-one
years of age. and closed out at about
twentv-seven. and ail during my
experience there was not a week when
we were able to nay in full our prin-

ters. or meet our current expenses
without the utmost finesse, for at no
time did we receive any outside finan-
cial helo. and the earnings were quite
limited, as mav b- appreciated, for
there was not then, if indeed there he
now room enough for two expensive
morning dailies in Raleigh.

The struggle for existence was so
great that we were forced to use rigid
economy, and among other things had

to employ non-union printers, beoause
they were cheaper but it was impos-

sible to pay even them promptly, and
they would occasionally lose heart and
take to drink and leave mo with the
work unfinished, and an all-night
struggle to get out the paper by morn-
ing. and there were tin’®? when it
looked as if I would fail.

On one occasion, during “Fair
Week,” I was forced to stnv in the
olfice eighteen out of each twenty-
four hours during the entire week be-
cause my presence was required to
keep together the few printers I could
command, in order to get out the
paper each morning, and if it had not
been for Afr. John Collins, our fore-
man, liis brother and friends, who
stuck to me like heroes, and truly did
heroic v» oik, there would have b®en

- times when the Raleigh News would
have skipped a day. hut strange to
say. that in all those years of intense
dally strain and insolvency, the paner
never failed to appear on time; and
finally when my physician, the late
Dr. E. Burke Haywood, a Christian
gentleman and expert, advised me to
give up the struggle, I surrendered ,n

a combination presided over bv Ed-
wards. Broughton & Co., and others,
and did not owe a dollar of current
indebtedness, my only obligations b<>-
ing some 51.500 to the type founders
for the final balance on all the pur-
chases during the career of the paper
which amount I assumed as my lea«r
indebtedness and subsequently paid.

and patient endurance, and large out-
lay of money and adds emphasis to
that true saying, “Others have labored,

and we have entered’! Into their
labors.”

Long five North Carolina.
Long live The News amt Observer.

Sincerely yours,
GKO, C. JORDAN.

Washington, D. C., Aug. 12.

MANY AISLK MMX ON HIM NKWS.
First and last many able men were

on the staff of the News. Mr. Jordan
Stone, who had been the leading spirit,
retired on January 2nd, 1876, to be-
come editor of the Asheville Citizen.
Upon retiring he said:

“I leave the News in its high tide
of prosperity.” He was warmly prais-
ed in the editorials and given credit
for the success of the paper.

The News was really a consolidation
of the Roanoke News, moved from
Weldon and the Carolinian, published
at Raleigh. In the announcement in
the tirst issue of the News, March Ist,

1 872, this announcement was made in
the editorial columns:

“We purchased the Carolinian with
our own money, and we shall give the
public a bold, outspoken, independ-
ent, Conservative Democratic journal,

untrammeled by pecuniary or other
obligations to any individual and un-
subsidized by the money of any cor-
poration, Slate or foreign. We shall
publish our paper at the dictation or
in the interests of no clique, faction,
railroad or other ring, but we shall
publish it with an eye single to the
best interests and highest good of
North Carolina.”

Chief Justice Clark contribute-
much to its editorial, columns and for
a time controlled the editorial
policy. For a time Mr. Joseph P.
Caldwell was local editor.

The editorial columns of that year
were as hot and full of ginger as The
News end Observer in 1596 and 1898,
and touched upon many topics almost
identical. History is always repeating
itself.

Mr. Woodson’s Salutatory.
In his salutatory Mr. E. C. Woodson,

the I.oeal Editor, said:
“Though for several years past, an

attache of the North Carolina Press,
we are entering upon new and untried
duties, and we must say, that in an at-
tempt we are trusting much to luck,
with a tolerable share of impudence,
as to our success.

“With or without offence, to friends or
foes

We’ll sketch the world exactly as it
goes.”

At one time, after the resignation of
Capt. Samuel T. Williams, the editorial
department was presided over by Mai.
John W. Dunham, who had served
with ability as State Senator from Wil-
son. lie was a chivalrous gentleman,

Polk resigned as Commissioner of Ag-
riculture to become a, member of the
staff, with an assignment in the field.
With capable men in other depart-
ments, the News was then a splendid
paper and it looked like it was certain
to be a great success. But it was not
so to be and it was consolidated with
the Observer.
the Observer, and the story of the con-
solidation is told elsewhere in today's
paper by Capt. S. A. Ashe.

CAPT. S. WILLIAMS
Brief Sketch of the First

Editor of Raleigh News.

He Made a B.illiant Reputation and

Died in His Prime Before He

Had Reached His 40th

Year.

Capt. Samuel T. Williams, who be-

came editor of the Raleigh News when

it was established in 1 872. was a na-

tive of Franklin county, and was born

in 1837. li. \\ns a son of the late

CAPT. SAM T. WILLIAMS,
First Editor of Tlie Raleigh News.

Colonel Henry G. Williams, who rep-
resented Franklin county in the Leg-
islature before the war, and a brother

was with him at the time of his deYith.
aiul brought his bodv home for
burial. Upon the arrival of his body

in Rocky Mount all business was sus-
pended and the people turned nut in
a body to do honor to his memory. A
large body of citizens formed a fun-
eral procession to the home of the late
Hon. A. H. Arrington, at Hilliardston.
Nash county, where he was buried in
the family burying ground, where the
remains of his patriotic ancestors are
interred. The funeral service was con-
ducted by Rev. George W. Phelps, of
the Episcopal church.

Gapt. Williams was very popular,
tie had those graces of manner that
win friends. He was the soul of cour-
tesy and consideration of others. From
an appreciative obituary of Gapt. Wil-
liams. published in the Raleigh News
on the day after his death, this extract
is taken:

“The death of Gaptain Samuel T.
Williams will be deeply lamented by
all who knew him. A wide circle of
friends will mourn his untimely end.
Thousands will miss him sadly—in
private life, in public life—by the
fireside, at the bar. In tlie sanctum,
and in the field of politics.

“He was a universal favorite. Ills
friendships were as extensive as his
acquaintance. None could know him
veil without learning to esteem and
admire him. For he was a thorough
gentleman, to begin with—refined and
cultivated, and full of those pleading
graces of manner which constitute one
of the principal charms of personal

character. He was always affable, po-
lite ana courteous even under the
rn.ost- trying circumstances.

“A more thoroughly amiable man
never lived. He looked kindly, charit-
ably on the men and things around
him. No cynicism, no bitterness of
soul, was known to his genial nature.
He went through life with the sunniest
of tempers—with a smile and a good
word for everybody.—His boon com-
panions. those who met him around
the social hoard, or in the forum, or
anywhere in private or public walks of
life, can never forget these lovable
traits, which endeared him to his
friend:.

He Was brave and generous to a
fault. There was a touch of true
chivalric bearing in his gallantry. The
soul of honor breathed through all
that he did with pen. voice or sword —

on the fields of battle, on the public
rostrum, at the bar. or in the sanc-
tum of an editor. And no act can be

recalled wherein he tarnished his
name, or did aught that a gentleman
and a patriot would be ashamed to
confess.”

Dr. T. 13. Kingsbury, who had known
Mr. Williams well and enjoyed an ex-

ceptional opportunity for estimating

his powers, wrote of him thus a few
davs after his death:

“The death of Samuel T. Williams

was singularly afflictive to many
hearts beyond the family circle. He
was so gentle, so amiable, so kind, so
urbane, so companionable, so generous,
lie drew men to him most readily and
he retained them always after they
were won. Endowed with an active,
bright, refined intellect; possessed ol
taste and culture; ready with pen and
readv of speech, he had much tc
charm and much to excite respect and
affection. In whatever sphere he
moved, or in whatever community he
dwelt, his peculiar magnetism of
character was felt; men soon learned
of his excellence; and gave him the
tributes of praise and admiration, of
sympathy and friendship. Knowing
him long and intimately—even, from
boyhood—l understood his worth.and
appreciate th® real loss sustained bv
society and the State in his compara-
tively early death which came upon
him “like an untimely frost.” He was
u noble-hearted man, amiable above
nearly every man I have known and as
gentle and sweet-mannered as any
true woman. In the years of my pil-

grimage the death of but few men
has moved my heart as the death of
this kindly% genial and gifted young
man who has fallen in his very prime

before the Great Reaper. It is hard
indeed to realize on this bright, beau-
tiful September morning, as I sit pen-
ning - the brief and too imperfect tri-
bute of affection, that the gentle,
modest, lovable friend, whose “sweet
nature” was “gilded by the gracious
gleam of letters." has passed away
from earth forever into the eternal
silence. Gone, rone never to return,
but may we not hope that after

“Wearing the white flower of a blame-
less life,”

“He is gone to a more engaging, more
tranquil, and more blessed world?”

While a brilliant orator and a well
equipped lawyer, Capt. Williams’s taste
was in the direction of literature and
journalism. He had written no little
for literary publications before he be-
came editor of the News, and his work
on that paper won him reputation. It
is unfortunate that the income of the
paper was not promising enough to
permit his remaining in the editorial
chair, a position in which he would
have steadily - grown in power and in
Influence. The law gave larger com-
pensation. and he felt impelled to lay-
down his pen and devote himself to it-
His gifts would have won him high
success in either .profession if his
career had not been cut short before
he had attained his fortieth year.

JEFFERSON ON THE FREEDOM
OF TIIE PRESS.

“Were it left to me to decide wheth-
er we should have a government with-
out newspapers or newspapers without
a government, I should not hesitate a
moment to prefer the latter.” said
Jefferson, the wisest statesman and

seer this Republic has known. He
added:

“The people are the only censors of
their governors; and even their errors
will tend to keep them to the true
principles of their institutions. To
punish these errors too severely would
be to suppress the only .safe-guard of
the public* liberty.. Again he wrote:
“Our liberty depends iiihhi the freedom
ol tin* press und that eunnot be limited
without being lost.” Madison, in lib

famous Virginia resolutions declared
that “the liberty of s|>euking und writ-
ing guards our other liberties.” To
Washington in 1792, Jefferson wrote
“No Government ought to be without
censors; and where the press is free,
no one ever will.”

JEFFERSON’S SERVICES FOR
LIBERTY.

(Josephus Daniels.)
Jefferson s services for liberty are

immortal. Wherever men look out of
darkened windows of despotic; govern-
ments they are cheered by the light
of Jefferson’s Declaration, which
penetrates and illumines the deepest
cell of civic tyranny. Wherever, in
any decade of the world’s history
yesterday, today, tomorrow—the pen
is subjected to censorship, the words
and deeds of Jefferson are the bow of
promise set in the heavens.

As the years shall pass,

“And the thoughts of men are widen’d
with the process of the suns.”

and, one by one the nations that sit
in darkness come into the glorious

light of freedom —freedom of con-
science, freedom *of speech, freedom
to think and write and print—the

majestic figure of Jefferson will loom

up as the inspiring spirit who first
breathed into the printing press—-

(theretofore the unresponsive instru-

ment to further the decrees of kings

and bind the conscience and thoughts

cf men) —the breath of life, and ma.le

it responsive, sentient, virile, free. In
this new life that dates from Jefferson,
this free press has become the cham-

pion of the oppressed, the teacher of

the young, the guide of the mature,

the comfort of the aged.* and the

mightiest power for good that blesses
and shall ever bless mankind.

“TEE mini.ll Mill'
It was Sold to The Raleigh Observer, and Therefore

The News and Observer Traces Its Pedigree

Back to the Sentinel

A GREAT NEWSPAPER

The Sentinel, Established by William

E. Pell, Was Sold to Josiah Tur-

ner—ls Was a Vital and Aggressive

Opponent of the Policy of Servile

Submission and Reconstruction in

North Carolina
The Raleigh Sentinel, which was

established in 1805 by William E.
Pell, was for a half dozen years pros-

perous, powerful and ‘popular. The
career of Josiah Turjier is an open
book to the people of North Carolina.

HON. JOSTAH TURNER,

Editor of Tim Raleigh Sentinel Who
Was Sent to .Fail for the Crime of

Printlmr the Truth.

Other strong men contributed much
to the success of that paper.

Elsewhere in today’s paper Dr. T.

B. Kingsbury writes fully of the edi-

torial career of Mr. Turner and gives

proper place to his great usefulness in

a critical period in the history of the

State.

REV. WM. E. PELL.

The Able Founder and First Editor of

The Raleigh Sentinel.

William Edward Pell was born in
Edenton, N. C., in 1811. HJs father
was the son of an Englishman, who

came to this country from Sussex
county, England, about the time of
the Revolution. His mother was a
Manning, a member of the well-known
family of that name that has given to

North Carolina the gallant Captain
Manning, of the Continental Navy, and
the late distinguished Dr. John Man-
ning, of the University. When a very

young man he entered the ministry of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, join-

ing the Virginia. Conference. When
the North Carolina Conference was
formed he was transferred to that
Conference, in which he served many

years of usefulness, being at different
times pastor of the churches at New

Bern. Washington. Raleigh and other
places, besides serving several years
as Presiding Elder. For many years
he served Edenton Street church and
was much attacheo 10 Methodism in
Raleigh. His health declining, he

withdrew from active pastoral work
r. the 50’s and became president of a
emule seminary at Fayetteville, and

afterwards a female seminary in lial-
¦igh. During the Civil War he lived
n Raleigh, where he took active part

n the councils of the administration.
Vlr. Pell established ihe Daily Sentinel
n Raleigh on Tuesday. August Bth,
1865, and it was largely to the influ-

•lie .I( alltrlne

REV. WILLIAME. PELL,

Founder and Editor of The Ruleigli
Sentinel.

speeches of Josiah Turner, who then
had no connection with it. that the
Conservative patriots were able to

elect Jonathan Worth to the Govern-
orship in the next election. Upon
establishing the Sentinel. Mr. Pell
printed this salutatory:

ANNOUNCEMENT.
The curious public will perhaps de-

sire to know why, when newspapers
are already so numerous, the means
of conveying them to the great pub-
lic are so meagre and uncertain, and
most of all, when hard cash or its
representative, is scarcely to be had.
we should have .the temerity to thrust
another daily into the scramble for
popular favor. It would seem spe-
cially hazardous, when_the standard
of political truth fails to impress it-
self upon the popular ear, when the

(Continued on page ten.)

began to move off. leaving Mr. Grady
in a quandary as to which step to take,
but as the New York train pulled out

first, he said he involuntarily steppe®

on the platform of that train, still re-
serving the privilege-of jumping on
and boarding the Raleigh train, in

case he could get the consent of his
mind to do so, but the New Yorx
train pulled off too rapidly for him
and the question was settled before he
knew it, for the inducements held
out by the Herald were so great that
in his then financial condition. He
said he felt impelled to continue with
the Herald, rather than to go with
The News. The sequel is no doubt
now familiar to us all, as it Is well
known, Mr. Grady became one of tne
most brillian and successful newspa-
per men of his day, and a national
figure of great prominence. Had he
joined me what a change it would
have made in his and mv careers and
the career of the Raleigh News and
that of many a man in North Caro-
lina !

Now, that I have started. T could go
on speaking by the hour of Incidents
as they come up before me. How 1
conceived the Farmer and Mechanic,
and got It. A. Rhotwell, of Klu-Klux
and Auburn prison fam®. to be its
editor, the outgrowth of which, as 1
remember, was The North Carolinian,

which fostered the upsoringing talent
of Josephus Daniels, present editor ol
Tim News ami Observer, and Walter
11. Page, of Doubleday. Fage & co..
New York, publishers of '‘World’s
Work” and other noted publications
but l doubt if there would be any
readers to follow me und my work
would be unprofitable and vain.

As I now sec it. the history of jour-
nalism In North Carolina could hard-
ly be written without the history ol
the Raleigh News and Raleigh Obser-
ver, and the story is n story of strug-
gle, and sacrifice, and disappointment,

ntrepid and courageous, and until tin
bounds received in battle made him
.m a hie to work, he edited the News
'\ith ability. For a while he was as-
sisted by Colonel John D. Cameron
one of the most accomplished writers
and elegant gentlemen the State has
known, and he was succeeded as editor
by Colonel Cameron. Later on tin
'Jews was leased by Air. George C.
Jordan and Air. John 15. Hussey, Ihe
fijst being manager and the last
named the editor. Mr. Hussey with-
drew from the paper and Mr. Jordan
continued to run it alone until it pass-
ed into oilier hands. The announce-
ment of the change was then made in
the columns of the News on May 20,

1880. On the first ago of the paper
were these words:

THE DAILY NEWS,
liv

1\ M. HALE.
The announcement was in these

words:
“The Raleigh News was yesterday

purchased by Colonel Thomas M. Holt
and John trailing. Hale's Weekly and
The News have been consolidated and
i new company will be immediately
organized, consisting of Col. Thomas
M. Holt, John Gatling, Esq., and the
Editor, with Edwards Broughton &

Company as Business Managers. For
once, abundant means, business capa-
city knowledge of the printing busi-

ness. ami newspaper training are com-
bined upon a Raleigh .newspaper. * * *

“It is not thought necessary t<
'rouble readers with any statement of
the future of the News. The people
of North Carolina know all that we
could tell them, knowing the record
written by its Editor on the pages of
the Observer and of Hale’s Weekly.
It will be a North Carolina newspaper.
These few words tell all that a column
of explanation could convey.”

On the eighth of June, Colonel L. L.

of Colonel Henry G. Williams, of Wil-

son. once State Senator from Wilson,

who long held u position in Washing-
lon. D. O. \

In his salutatory, upon taking
charge of the News, in March, 187 2.
capt. Williams wrote:

“The political views of the Proprie-

tors are in hearty accord with my own.
Indeed, under no circumstances, could

l consent to edit any other than a

•strictly Conservative Democratic jour-
nal. Such an one the News most as-

suredly shall he, for in no event will it
depart from the principles of our par-

ty. On ihe other hand, true as the

needle to the pole, it will remain
steadfast to party organization, and

vvjiilc under my control it will ever be

found battling firmly and faithfully
for our cause.”

When the War Between the States
began, Mr. Samuel T. Williams volun-

teered in the Granville Grays, was

Quartermaster with the rank of cap-

tain. H® was lb® Democratic candi-

date for Congress in 18t!S in the Ral-
eigh district when the noted John T.

Deweese was elected bv the votes of
the newly enfranchised negroes, plus

the carpet-baggers. In 187 3 Capt.
Williams retired from the editorship
of the News, formed a. co-partnership
with Hon. B. H. Bunn at Rocky

Mount for the practice of law. In
1874 he was the Democratic candidate

for Solicitor, making the contest at
’h® call of his party without hope of

dection. He sowed seed in that cam-
paign. however, that bore fruit in fu-

ture Democratic victories. The strong

law firm of Bunn & Williams at Rocky

Mount was doing a large law
when in IS7G Capt. Williams was
forced to go to New York to consult
an oculist for an affection of the eye.

While in that citv he suffered an at-
tack of brain fever from which he
died on the 14th of September. IS7G.

His brother. Capt. John A. Williams.
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