
HISTORY OF JOURNALISM
IN NORTH CAROLINA

A Story of The Men Whose Labor Has Done More for

Progress and Education in North Carolina

Than Any Other Body of Men.

By W. W. HOLDEN. . .

Governor Holden never had any

connection with The News mid Observ-

er, or with any of its predecessors, or

any of the numerous papers which
have been merged into it, but in the

Italeigh Daily Observer under Hale

and Saunders, under a nom de

plume, he contributed a Sundav col-
umn which was very popular and in-

structive. Though he never returned
to active Journalism after he was Gov-
ernor and the Standard ceased publi-

cation. the ruling passion was so

strong that he never ceased to write
now and then for the papers. In the

latter years of his life he wrote main-
ly upon religious topics, for as he near-

ed the portals of the Great Beyond his

mind dwelt upon “house not made
with hands.”

Governor Holden was easily one of

French works. In 1789 he was admit-

ted to the bar, of which he soon be-

came a leading member. He prepared
and published treaties on the duties
of sheriffs and other officers, made a
digest of the laws of the State, and
reported the decisions of tlie Confer-
ence courts, all the while pursuing his

avocation as a printer.
He was appointed by Mr. Madison

a Judge of the Federal Court for
Mississippi Territory, was transferred
thence to the Federal bench in New
Orleans, and afterwards served thirty-

two vears on the Supreme Court
bench of Louisiana. By engrafting
certain principles of the common law
upon the system of civil law then in
use in that State, and by his rare
knowledge of the law generally, he ac-
quired the title of Father of Jurispru-

dence of Louisiana. He received the
degree of Doctor of Laws from Har-
vard College and Nashville University.
He was worth one million dollars at
hia death. His labors in North Caro-
lina as printer, editor, collator, re-
porter, essayist, and the variety of
books and pamplfjets which he pub-
lished. cannot be overestimated ir.
their importance and value.

Mr. Martin was a favorite with Mr.
Gaston and the leading families of
New Bern, and was universally es-
teemed. It was related of him that
while he kept bachelor’s hall in his

j small house and printing office he
gave a party, to which he invited all
his friends. And they came, fillinghis
house, his office, his dining room, the
upstairs, the front vard, the back yard,
until, overwhelmed with their kind-
ness. he went to Mr. Gaston, rubbed
his hands together as was his wont,

and exclaimed: “Mr. Gaston, vat sal
1 do? Mr. Gaston dev all come!” Mr.
Gaston relieved the little big-hearted
man, whom all the people loved, by
requesting the family living opposite
to him to open their palatial mansion
to his gufsts. The request was graci-
ously complied with, and Xavier's

party was a happy one. and for a long-
time the talk of the town.

Joseph Gales, Sr., was originally a
printer and a bookseller at Sheffield,
England, where he founded and pub-
lished the “Sheffield Register.” He
was born in 1760 and died in Raleigh
August 24th, 1841. As the editor of
the “Register” he warmly espoused
the cause of liberty. The principles
of the French Revolution were con-
vulsing Europe, and Mr. Gales, proba-
bly with more zeal than prudence, was
so outspoken in his support of these
principles that he was in danger of
arrest and imprisonment by the Brit-
ish government. Whereupon, in 1794,
he left England with his family and
came to the United States in 1795, hav-
ing spent some months on his way at
Hamburg, Germany. After residing
for four years in Philadelphia, dur-
ing which he carried on the printing
business, he was induced by Mr. Macon
and other friends to transfer his es-
tablishment to Raleigh, where, on the
22nd of October, 1799, he established
the "Raleigh Register.”

I have in my possession the first
volume of this aner, running two
years from the first number inclusive.

I also have a copy of the “Sheffield
Iris,” formerlv the “Register,” with
the motto from Cowper, adopted by
both papers:

“Ours are the plans of fair delightful
peace,

Unwarped by party rage, to live like
brothers.”

Mr. Gales was succeeded in Shef-
field by James Montgomery, the poet,
who had been reared in his family, and
this copy of the "Iris” bears his im-
print.

find in this file an advertisement by

William Polk, "Supervisor of the

Revenue District of North Carolina."
Also, “A charge delivered to the grand
jury of the District of North
Carolina, in the Circuit Court of the
United States, held for the said State

at Wake court house, June 2d, T7D4. by

James Iredell, one of the Associate
Justices of the Supreme Court of the

United States.” Documents signed by

George Washington, Edmond Ran-
dolph. Napoleon Bonaparte, Anthony

Wayne. Tlpnry Knox, John Jay and
Lord Greenville appear in this file.

Probably two of the most remark-

able and useful men who ever lived

in this State were Francis Xavier
Martin, a native of France, and
Joseph Gales, Sr., a native of England.

Mr. Martin was born in France in

1764, and died in New Orleans in 1846.
He settled in New Bern in 1786, and
for a while taught the French lan-
guage. He learned printing, establish-
ed a newspaper, and published school
books, almanacs and translations of

the first editors the State has pro-

duced. He came to the editorial desk

from the cage. He began to set type

when most boys start to school. He
was educated in the printing office,

and was well educated. He would of-
ten set his editorials in tvpe without
ever putting them on paper. He was
an all-round newspaper man, which
aceourts for his success, for he made
money in journalism.

in 1881, in response to an invitation
from the North Carolina Press Asso-
ciation. Governor Holdtpi delivered an
Address on the History of Journalism
in .North Carolina, which will be of
much interest to everv reader of this
edition of The News and Observer. It
is, therefore, printed below in fall:

Governor Holden's Address.
Air. President. Ladies and Gentlemen,

and Gentlemen of the North Caro-
lina Press Association:
I learned with equal surprise and

gratification that I had. been chosen
to deliver this address; surprise, be-
cause I have not the honor to belong
to jour body, and have been for near-
ly ten years out of the editorial har-
ness; gratification, that so distinguish-
ed an honor should have been con-I
• erred on me. In this case certainly !
“Hie office has sought the man, and
not tlie man the office.”

1 have approached the duty of pre-
paring this paper with hesitation and
anxiety, since the task of writing the
history of Journalism in North Caro-
lina is one which no man can ade-
quately perform: and since also I
have to follow the distinguished edi-
tors, yourself (Mr. Battle) in 1878;
Mr. Cameron, in 1879, and Colonel It.
H. Creecv in IBSO. who were the se-
lected speakers for those occasions.

We learn from Martins “History of <
North Carolina" that printing was in-
troduced into this State in 1749, bv
James Davis, from Virginia, who set
up a press in New Bern. His paper
was a small weekly, and was called
the “North Carolina Gazette.” His
paper continued six years. On the
.:7tli of May, 1768. its publication was
resumed, and continued until the
Revolutionary war.

Ihe second press was bv Andrew
Stewart, Printer to the King, at Wil-
mington. in 1763, called the “Cape
Fear Gazette and Wilmington Adver-
tiser.” This paper ceased in 1767.
Stewart's paper was succeeded by
Adam Boyd’s “Mercury,” which ceased
during the Revolutionary war.

The first revisal made in this State
of tlie laws was printed by James
Davis. New Bern. State Printer, In
17 f»2. From the color of the leather
with which it was bound it was called
the "yellow jacket.”

- In At76 newspapers were printed
at New Bern. Wilmington. Halifax,
Edenton and Hillsboro. Had copies
of these papers, savs Wheeler, been
preserved in the State archives, the
history of that period would have
been much better known than it. is.
In 1812 papers were printed at Ral-
eigh. New Bern. Wilmington. Eden-
ton. Tarho rough, Murfreesborough,
Fayetteville and Warrenton, but there
was no paper west of Raleigh. Gov-
ernor Swain, writing in the “Univer-
sity Magazine.” February, 1861. says:
“We possess conies in a pretty good
state ot preservation of all the acts of
the General Assembly, passed and
printed during the Revolution. The
pamphlet containing the laws of Oc-
tober session, 1779, consists of 34
pages, 16 small folio, the remainder in
quarto. The continued scarcity of na-
per-in 1781 compelled the Public
Printer to adopt a similiar arrange-
ment. Even writing paper was not
always at the command of men in high
official station.”

He adds that he had thought that
the earliest paper mill established in
the State was by Gotlieb Shober, at
Salem, in 1789. but he offers proof

that there was a paper mill at Hills-
boro In I77fc.

There were four printing offices in
operation during the Revolutionary

war. one at New Bern, another at
Halifax, a third attached to the armv
of Cornwallis, and a fourth In the
army of General Greene.

i have in my possession a bound file
of the “North Carolina Chronicle or
Fayetteville Gazette,” printed in 1790.
It is a very small weekly, six by seven
inches. It was printed by George

Roulstone, for John Sibley & Co., at
Franklin’s Head, in Greene street.
Fayetteville, at “three dollars per an-
num.” Like all the papers of that
period, and indeed of the early part

of the present century, this paper con
t.lined little editorial, but is made up
of foreign and domestic news, adver-
tisements, legislative- and Congres
sional proceedings, and the like.

I have also a valuable file (kindlv
loaned me by John Gatling. Esq., of
Raleigh) of the “State Gazette of
North Carolina,” printed at Edentor.
»y Henry Wills, Joint Printer to the
State with A. Hodge, running fro it

January 10, 1794, to October 19, 1 797.
This is also quite a small weekly. The
“post days” at Edenton were, forth»
Northern mail. Tuesdays, and thf
Southern mail Wednesdays I find n<-
terms of subscription in tills paper
Among otner names at that time com-
mon to that locality I find the follow
big: Standin, Skinner. Brough, CV>\v-
per, Goodwin, Gran fiery. Newby, Ham-
ilton. Simons. Blount, Brownrig, Egan
Littlejohn. Payne. Williams. Allen.
Ming, Haughton, Norlleet, Norcum. 1

The influence of the “Raleigh Reg- I
ister" in the hands of Joseph Gales, |
and under the conduct of his son. i
Weston It. Gales, and of his grandson, j
Seaton Gales, was potent in shaping I

1 the polities and character of our,
state. The “Register” was always on 1

! the side of law, order and good moralsn
| Like the “Intelligencer,” at Washing-

ton, established by his eldest son, 1
; Joseph Gales, Jr., and conducted for
iso many years by Gales *& Seaton, the
1 latter one of the sons-in-law of Joseph

j Gales, Sr., the “Register” • did not
teem with editorials, especially while
in the hands of the Senior Gales. The
seniors among us will recollect that
the “Intelligencer” spoke to the coun-

i try not oftener than once a week, but
j when it did speak, in support of or in

I
defence of its principles, it was with
such fullness, discrimination and pow-
er that tlie whole country was moved
and impressed.

Edward J. Hale, Sr.. Esq., who was
reared as a printer in the “Register”
olfice, and was a member many years

of Mr. Gales’ family, in a recent let-

ter to me says:

“The feeling in regard to editorials
in that day was well expressed by

that eminent lawyer, Peter Browne,
who complimented me for good sense,
half a score of ’-ears later, in giving
the news and eschewing editorials.”

I am sure 1 will be pardoned for
making further extracts from Mr.

Hale’s letter. He says:
“Mr. Gales was a man of untiring

industry. Besides editing the “Reg-
ister” he kept all his accounts, made
out all bills, gave receipts and con-
ducted a book store. He was also a
lirector in a bank, secretary of nearly
very benevolent society in the city,

member of one of the State boards, etr.
His accomplishment as a shorthand
writer was of great advantage to him
n all these occupations. * * * He
vns never idle. When not occupied by
•ompany, of which there was a great

deal at his house, attracted by his own

reputation for sound sense, and by the
hospitality of his brilliant wife and ac-
complished daughters, his evenings
were devoted to writing and reading.
He was a man of few words. 11 is wife,
on the contrary, was a great conver-
sationalist. * * * When 1 entered the
“Register” office in 18 12, Mr. Seaton,
who had married Mr. Gules' second
daughter, was associated with him as
editor. Mr. Gales, Senior, being the
whole or part owner of the “intelli-
gencer,” at Washington, edited by
Joseph Gales. Jr., transferred to Mr.
Seaton a half interest in that paper,
and he removed to Washington in
18 12. The whole world knows how-
eminent the “Intelligencer” became
under the conduct of Gales & Seaton.”

The editors of the “Intelligencer”
enjoyed the personal friendship and
wen l the social peers of such men as
Madison, Monroe, John Quincy Adams,
Webster, t'laj-, Jackson and Randolph.
They reported alternately the debates
in Congress, for which they received a
salary of SI,OOO per annum. Mr. Sea-
ton reported a number of speeches of
.Mr. Randolph, and Mr. Gales reported
the vreat speech of Mr. Webster, in
reply to Mr. Hayne on Foote’s resolu-
tions.

’1 inte and space would fail me should
1 attempt to sketch at length the lives
of Weston It. Gales and Seaton Gales.
They were graduates of our University,
men of letters and learning, largely
gifted with genius, orators and forcible
and w riters. The dust of the
grandfather, and his son and grand-
son sleeps in Raleigh cemetery; ami
the remembrance of their useful and
spotless public lives, and of their num-
erous private virtues is very dear to
all our people.

It would require a volume to do jus-
tice to the character of Joseph Gales,
Senior, and to the beneficent inllu-
onees which have resulted from his
life and labors. These influences still
operate. His example lives and should
be imitated by all our young men, es-
pecially by the younger members of
our profession.

The “Hillsboro Recorder” was found-
ed by Dennis Heartt, in 1820, and was
conducted bjr him, assisted by one of
his sons for a time, until 1869, when
he disposed of it to Mr. Evans, of the
“Chronicle.” It is now in the hands
of a worthy successor, John D. Cam-
eron, Esq., associated with Mr. Webb,
and is known as the Durham Record-
er. Dennis Heartt was born in Con-
necticut in 1783, and died at Hills-
boro, 13th May, 1 870.

In Mr. Heartt’s day the double pull
Ramage press was used, with buck-
skin balls for inking the form. Print-
ing was executed under many dif-
ficulties. Types were costly and were
used from ten to fourteen years. The
forms were sometimes underlaid with
damp paper to bring out the impres-
sion. Mr. Heartt engraved the head
of his paper, and with leaden cuts of
various kinds illustrated his articles
and advertisements. He made his own
composing sticks of walnut wood, lined
with brass. They were good sticks,
and 1 remember to this day the sound
they made by the types as they were
dropped by the left thumb iotq their
places. The latest news from China
was printed once in three months; and
Northern news, brought to Hillsboro
by the tri-weekly stage coach, was
condensed and printed once a week.
How slowly, in comparison with the
present, did the world move at that
day.

Mr. Heartt was a good scholar and
wrote well, but he seldom presented
his readers with a column editorial in
any issue. He was a man of refined
taste, and his selections were, there-
fore, excellent. His integritv in all re-
spect perfect. No consideration could
have induced him to abandon or com-
promise his principles, or to do wrong
knowingly. I was a member of his
family as one of his apprentices for
Six or seven years, and I knew him
thorough!;. There were many features
in his character and conduct which

l could not then understand, but in
reviewing the past I have since seen
him in his true light, and I declare in
this presence that the best man in ail
respects whom i have ever known was
my old master and teacher, Dennis
Heartt.

His son and associate. Edwin A.
Heartt, died on the 29th August, 1855,
in the 36th year of his age. He was
an able editor and a good man. Un-
usual honors were rendered to his
memory. The county court of Orange,
the town government, all the churches
in the town, and the academies and
benevolent institutions put on tlie ha-
biliments of mourning on account of
the loss they had sustained.

“Green be the turf above thee.
Friend of my early days;

None knew thee but to love thee,
Or named thee but to praise.”

For many years the “Register,” tlv
“Minerva” and the “Star” were the
only papers ut the seat of government.
When quite a youth William Boylan
removed from PluchariTine. New Jer-

I sey, to his mother’s brother, Abram
! Hodges, first editor of the “Minerva,”
then State Printer at Halifax. Abram
Hodges, during the Revolutionary
war, conducted the Whig press of
Samuel Loivilon of New York, and

| just before the close of the war he
; conducted Washington’s traveling
• press while the army was stationed at

I Valley Forge. At Mr. Hodge’s death
I he left his nress and other property

| to Mr. Boylan, who removed to Fay-
I etteville. and thence to with
| the “Minerva.” There were heated
i controversies in those days between
i these three Raleigh papers, but Ilali-
! fax. where this “Minerva” had sprung
i full armed from the brain of Jove, was

' a hotter place politically than Raleigh.
• Politicians in that noted town met and
i fought every week or two. There was

: a paper called the “Halifax Compiler.”
j Some mischievous wag altered the

} head so as to make it read “Helfire
i Compiiax,” and one whole issue wasj printed with this sulphurous title. For
several weeks thereafter Halifax was

j a very hot place.

I Mr. Boylan was a useful, honest and
! distinguished public man. Among

I other places which he filled he served
the people of Wake county in the
House of Commons from 1813 to 1816
inclusive. He died at an advanced
age in Italeigh, universally esteemed
and honored.

I learn from Governor Swain, in the
“University Magazine,” that the “Star”
was founded November. 1808, by Cal-
vin Jones and Thomas Henderson. Dr.
•Jones was an eminent physician, a
man of science and knowledge, and an
able writer. During the war of 1812he was Adjutant General of the State.
The firm of Jones & Henderson was
succeeded by Bell & Lawrence, and
that by Lawrence & Leraay; and on
Ihe 3rd September, 1835 Mr. Lemay
assumed sole control of the paper. He
conducted it many years, it passed at
last into the hands of Mr. W. C.
poub, and after a time ceased to ex-
ist. Mr. Lemay was educated as a
printer by Thomas Henderson. Thomas
J. Lemay was born in the county of
Granville in 1802, and died in Wake
county September 8. 1863. In 1836-37

• David Outlaw, of JJertie, afterwards
! i member of Congress, and in 1840
•Hugh McQueen, of Chatham, after-

wards Attorney-General of the State.
a\\ ere liis associates in condurtinfr ivia

¦ tar -” Mr, Lemay was himself agood English scholar and was very
successful as editor and State Printer.

knew him well. He was tlie friend
ot my youth, a just and good man.

“The actions of tlie Justomen sweet, and blossom in their
dust,”

r lhe “Free Press," now the “Tar-
borough Southerner.” was first issued

\t
“ali *ax ky George Howard, in 1824.

i r’ was a native of Baltimore.
i

18 26 he removed to Tarborough,
where he resided until his death,
which occurred in 1 863. lie was an
a.ne man, of unswerving integrity, a
Democrat of the strongest Jackson
stamp. He brought his paper with
him'to Tarborough. In 1844 the name
"I his oldest son, George Howard, Jr.,
then in his i",th year, was associated
witn that of his father. Meanwhile
the young man graduated at Chapel
Bill, and in 1852 again assumed con-
trol of the paper, and at the end of
that year the paper passed again into
the hands of the father. On the 23d
September, 1875, the "Tarborough
Southerner” passed into the hands ot
Dossey Battle, Esq., the late distin-
guished presiding officer of this body,
who so worthily and ably fills its edi-
torial chair.

It is related that Hon. B. F. Moore
once sought the publication of a Whig
artielp in the “Free Press.” Mr. How-
ard declined to publish it. when Mr.
Moore exclaimed: “What do you call
your paper the ‘Free Press’ for?”
"I’ll change it,” replied Mr. Howard,

and the next issue was the “Tarbor-
ough Press.”

If this time-honored journal had j
been the means only of
Judge Howard, and presenting him to
the State as one of Edgecombe’s most
useful and distinguished sons, it
would deserve on that account our
most respectful regard.

Among the oldest printing establish-
ments in the State is that of L. V. &•

E. T. Blum. The founder of the estab-
lishment, John C. Blum, was born in
Bethania, old Stokes, July 17, 1784.

He died November 11, 1854. The
Salem printing office was founded
November, 1 827. Several newspapers
by different titles have preceded the
“People’s Press,” which still exists.”
That useful publication, the “Farm-
er's and Planter’s Almanac,” was
commenced by Mr. Bunn in 1828, and

has been continued for more than half

a century. John C. Blum was of a
friendly and cheerful disposition, and
was highly respected and esteemed
wherever known. He was among the
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EX-GOVERNOR HOLDEN,

Long the Success Editor of The Ral-
eigh Standard.

pioneer editors and publishers of
Western North Carolina.

Salem and Winston have been espe-
clally favored with good newspapers.
Indeed, this locality has been for a
long time the seat of learning and let-
ters, and the publications which have
emanated from it have been, and are
now worthy of the thrifty and grow-

ing and enlightened population which
compose those two towns. All of us,
who are here present from a distance,
ardently wish for this whole com-
munity the most abundant prosperity
and happiness.

Hon. Philo White, L.L. D., was
born in Whitestown, New York. June
22d, 17 99. After spending a few years
in Utica, he removed to North Caro-

lina, and in 1 820 settled in Salisbury,
and became the editor of the “West-

ern Carolinian.” In 1830 he was ap-
pointed Navy Agent for the Pacific
station. Returning home, on the 14th
of November, 1834. lip established the

“North Carolina Standard” in Raleigh,
and was elected State Printer. At
that time the State Printer received
a salary of S9OO per year, which cov-
ered everything —paper, folding,
stitching and binding. In 1836 he
disposed of the “Standard” to Thomas
Loring. and was for seven years pur-

ser in the navy. Afterwards he re-
moved to Wisconsin, and held many

important offices in that territory and

State. He was one of the founders
of Racine City and the author of the

system of plank roads. In 1856 Ra-

cine College conferred on him the
honorary degree of Doctor ol Laws.

In 1849 he was Consul at Hamburg,

Germany, and in 1853 he was United
States Minister to tlie Republic of

Ecuador. In 1859 he returned to his

native place, Whitestown, wheie he

still lives, in the cS2d year of his age.

closing happily and honorably a long

life devoted to his country, to society,

and to hosts of friends. In lie

married Nancy R. Hampton, oi Salis-

bury. His oldest child, Mary, was ihe
first wife of Hon. John W. Ellis, after-
wards Judge and Governor of the

State. Several years ago his first wite
died, and as a proof of his gallanto'

and his love of domestic lite, lie

recently married a second time, and

his remaining years and those of hi*

excellent consort are devoted to works
of benevolence and charity in his na-

tive town.
The lives of such men as Philo

White and Edward J. Hale may justly
be regarded as benefactions to man,

kind; and the real but modest fame
which encircles them mellows and

glows more and more as ap ”

preach what men call death.

“Nor love thy life, nor hate; but what
thou livest

Live well; how Jong or short permit

to heaven.”
The labors 'of Mr. White for ten

years as editor of the “Western Caro-

linian” were arduous and incessant.

He was preceded by Mr. Samuel Bing-

ham Mr. Bingham and himself got

out the first publication deserving the.

name in all that region of the State

between Virginia and South Carolina,
stretching ’westward', fro... H|n s bnn,

'h J SffiZZX in
paper mnusing light and ejtab-

&,!•«’nuU, ¦£>«{" C. SM
one of°h!s*recent letter., to n.e

•
- /.mitred to leave Raleigh in

iA<u
>e

to
S

attend to my father’s landed
1 oi, to at s jn. I transferred
interest in

tQ Thomas Loring, of
the Standai , G s yie paper no
whose manag

than yourself. It
one can k“°''

pa infui incidents of
was among and family to be
our lives lot in. • resj( jence in the
severed tram „jai intercourse with
State and fr°r

, may here be al-
many friends; and i

ment of my heart, that I shall ever
cherish a deep affection for the good
old North State, my political foster
mother, whose very soil I reverence,
as within it the dearest objects that
ever sweetened existence and blessed
my sojourn here on earth, lie en-
tombed.”

Speaking of Mr. Hale, Mr. White
savs; “Edward ¦!. Hale, our mutual
anti most excellent friend, was con-
temporaneous with myself as a. jour-

nalist, he always at Fayetteville, and

I at Salisbury and Raleigh, and to

him 1 must award the honor of being

the patriarch of journalism in North

Carolina, for he was probably longer

continuously in the harness as printer,

editor and owner of one among tbu

first-class newspapers in the .state than
any other now living.

Mr White also refers in very kind

terms to Mr. Bingham. who still lives,
very oid and blind, in the family of

his daughter, Mrs. Judge Furebos. of

Statesville. And of our brother Lru-

ner he says:
“The ‘Carolina Watchman still ex-

ists and prospers, some half a cen-

tury from its establishment, under the

control of that excellent man and pru-

dent journalist, J. J- Bruner.”
Thomas Boring, an educated pi ni-

ter, a native of Maßsachusetts, suc-

ceeded Mr. White In the "Standard
in 1837. He died about the close ot

the war in Goldsboro He was a man

of pood attainments, and for many

year’s one of the ornaments of the

Pl
Edward J. Hale, Si., Esq., was born

in Randolph countv. October 26, 1802.

llis father died when ho was seven

years of age, and his mother when he

was nine, leaving eight children. He

was adopted into the accomplished
family of his guardian, Colonel Ed-
ward’Jones, or Rock Rest, Chatham
county. He was sent to school one

year and at the end of that time,

February 28, ISI2. he was placed with
Mr., Gales in the office of the “Raleigh

Register,” with whom he remained
until 182 4. He then went to Wash-
ington City, where he spent one year
in tHe “Intelligencer” office, perfecting
himself in his business. At the end

of this time he was invite; by John
I>. Eccles. Esci. and Colonel John Mc-

Rae to Fayetteville, to assume edito-

rial control of the “Observer.” He
conducted the “observer” from the

Bth of January, 1825, until March,
18C5, more than forty years, when

Sherman’s forces burned his office and
bookstore, thus depriving him of his
means of living. This vandalie act was
similar to the outrage of Admiral
Cockburn, of the British forces, who,
when he had captured Washington
City in August, 1814, sacked the office

of the “National Intelligencer.” Forty
years of active industry had blessed
Mr. Hale with a comfortable fortune,

which was well nigh obliterated by

the stroke of war. In August, 1566,
he removed to New York city and re-
opened his business as publisher and
bookseller. Though in his 79th year,
he is still active and industrious. A
true-hearted North Carolinian, ha
loves his State and her people, many
of whom honor and cheer him by
their visits when they arc in his
adopted city. His interest in his na-

i tive State and his industry are shown
by the weekly letters he writes for
several of our newspapers. As soon
as Mr. Hale’s sons were of age, and
had graduated at Chapel Hill, he asso-
ciated them with him in his business.
It is needless to say that their labors
have been valuable alike to the public

of John C. Palmer, Esq., of Raleigh, j
the latter of whom is a brother-in-
law of Philo White.

In 1841 Mr. Evans rented the old
“Spectator” office and began the pub-
lication of the Milton “Chronicle.” At
the close of the war the “Chronicle”
stopped, and Mr. Evans published,
for two years, a paper in Danville,
Va. Next, with his son. Captain T.

C. Evans, he published the Hillsboro
“Recorder” for two years, and then
sold to John D. Cameron. Next and
last, in 1873 he revived the “Chroni-
cle,” and now, in his 6!)th year, he is
still conducting the paper he estab-
lished forty years ago. Mr. Evans,
though by no manner of means a
romantic person, has certainly led an
eventful and romantic life. He is a
capital editor. Like Xavier Martin,
he sets up much of his editorial in
his composing stick, without stopping
io write it out. “Charley Evans.” as :
he is called by Iris; friends, could not j
do a dishonest thing if h • were to try. j
It is the wish of the whoie press of
the State, whether he belongs to this
association or not, that his last days f¦ may be his best days, and that he may

! long be spared to his family, his read-
ers and his friends.

I I regret I have mislaid an interest- !
sing letter from Lyndon Swaim, con-j
! taining a sketch of the Greensboro

j press. William Swaim died in the
j prime of manhood. His nephew,

| Lyndon Swaim, with M. S. Sherwood,
| conducted the “Patriot” many years,
and gave it a high character as a

i newspaper. Some years since Mr.
Swaim retired from the press. He
has represented Guilford county in the
Legislature. Mr. Sherwood died some
years since. Pie also represented
Guilford county in the Legislature.

And now, Mr, President, though I
am sure I weary you, 1 must refer to
another living editor, who, though not
yet an old man, has made his mark

! indelibly in the annals of the State.
William J. Yates, of the Charlotte
“Democrat,’ is a native of Fayetteville,

a practical printer, having learned the
art in the office of the “North Caro-
linian,” in that town. That paper was
established by H. L. Holmes, and con-
tinued by W. 11. Bayne and Robert K.
Bryan, the latter now the editor of
the Fayetteville “Examiner,” and in
18 55 by Mr. Yates, who removed to
Charlotte in 1856, and purchased the
“Democrat.” Mr. Yates has never
been a candidate for office before the
people, but in 1859-60 he was chosen
a councilor of State by the Legislature.,

land under Governor Clark’s adminis-
jtration was a member of the Literary

Board. Mr. Yates has never been
I neutral on any public question, but
has uniformly expressed himself,

without regard to the smiles or frowns
of the public. Honest, candid, inex-
ible in his devotion to his principles,
industrious, enterprising and public-
spirited, we all rejoice in his pros-
perity and wish for him many more
years of usefulness.

and himself.
And here it may not be improper to

state that in 1854 Mr. Hale and myself
established the cash system in sub-
scriptions to newspapers, which has
worked so well, and without which
the press of the State could not pros-
per. Eyery subscriber should read
ids own paper, and when ho has
for it in advance it is his.

The “Fayetteville Observer wielded
for forty years a powerful intluence in
North Carolina, it circulated in every
part of the State, but especially in
the Cape Fear country. Mr. Hale is
not a florid writer. His stvle Is plain
and clear, the “pure English unde-
llled.” He has that first quality of
genuius, the power of condensation,
Mr. Hale has shown his good sense
in that he never sought or held public

office.
The “Carolina Watchman” was

founded by Hamilton C. Jones, Esq.,
in 1832. Mr. Jones is remembered
as the able lawyer, the genial gentle-
man, and the author of “Cousin Sally

Dillard.” The “Watchman” opposed
the nullification movement, headed by
Hon. Burton Craigg in the “Western
Carolinian.” It is a singular fact, and
evinces great tenacity on hia part,
that Mr. Craige, who was an honest
and an able man, lived to be the au-
thor of the ordinance of secession in
our State convention in IS6I. Mr,
Jones sold to Pendleton & Bruner in
183!). After some other changes^'Air.
Bruner became sole owner of the
“Watchman,” and has conducted it
since 1850. He is one of the old-style
model editors.

I am indebted to Mr. Bruner for the
following 'information in relation to
the Salisbury “Western Carolinian:”

Editors from 1820 to 1823, Samuel
Bingham and Philo White. From
1823 to 1830, Philo White. From 1830
to 1831, Burton Craige and H. Jeff.
Jones. From 1831 to 1833, Burton
Craige. From 1833 to 1836, John
Beard. From 1836 to 1838, Dr. Ash-
bel Smith and Joseph W. Hampton.
From 1838 to 1844, Dr. Ben. J. Aus-
tin and Charles F. Fisher. The paper
then expired. All these, save Dr.
Ashbel Smith, Philo White and Samuel
Bingham are dead.

Colonel Charles F. Fisher, who was
the son of Hon. Charles Fisher, of
Rowan, had been a member of the
State Senate, president of the North
Carolina Railroad, and Colonel of the
Sixth Regiment North Carolina State
Troops. He was slain in the first
battle of Manassas while gallantly
leading his regiment.

Among the oldest editors in the
State is C. N. B. Evans. Esq., of the
Milton “Chronicle.” Mr. Evans was
born in Norfolk county, Virginia, in
1812. He has worked as a journey-
man in Columbia, S. C„ in Raleigh,
with Philo White, in Richmond, Vir-
ginia, in Hillsboro, with Dennis
Heartt, and elsewhere; and was once
on the eve of going to Buenos Ayres,
to work on a paper half English and
half Spanish, but was deterred by a
civil war which suddenly broke forth
in that quarter. His first connection
with the press as editor was with the

Greensboro “Patriot.” William
Swaim, long since deceased, a * bril-

liant writer, was the founder of the

“Patriot.” In 1835, when this paper
was sold. Mr Evans became the pur-

‘ chaser. He conducted the paper for
several years, and sold to Lyndon,
Swaim and M. S. Sherwood. The first
paper in Milton was by a Mr. Perkins,
in 1818. He was succeeded by Ben-
jamin J. Cory; he by John Campbell.
Jr., who died in Weldon a few years

since. Mr. Kenyon succeeded Mr.
Campbell, and the former having fail-
ed in 1831, Nathaniel J. Palmer, Esq.,

.established the Milton “Spectator.”
i Mr. Palmer died prematurely, from
an accident many years ago, at his

residence. Cherry Hill, near Milton,
lie was a native of Orange, a brother

I have thus imperfectly sketchedLq

number of the luminaries of the press.
Some of them have gone out. and
others are still shining. I might men-
tion a great many others within my
recollection during the last fifty years
who were trained writers for the
press, and who have left shining pages
of wisdom and wit in the State’s his-
tory. Neither have I space to dwell
on that very large number of public
men whose intellectual training may
be traced to the habit early formed
of writing for the press as corre-
spondents’ or amateur editors. The
old town of Oxford has witnessed the
training of such men as Goodloe,
Wiley and Kingsbury, the latter now
the scholarly editor of the Wilming-

ton “Star.” Mr. Goodloe is one of the
ablest writers in this country, and
Calvin H. Wiley needs no eulogy from
any one. I say plain Calvin H.
Wiley, for no title could add weight

to his name. He has probably done
more for the cause of letters in this
State, and more by tongue and pen

for the education of the people of all
ages than any other living man. And
this is true in a greater or less de-
gree of all the cities, and towns, and
villages in the State. Kind words
uttered over the dead can do them
no good. If they deserve these words
let them be said while they are living,
that they may be thereby cheered and
strengthened in their endeavors to
benefit mankind. And John H.
Wheeler, our venerable historian, who
began to live almost with this cen-
tury, whom I had the pleasure of see-
ing recently at his house in Wash-
ington. He has nearly lost his eye-

sight from intense labor in finishing
the second edition of his history. His
eye is dim and his frame totters, but

his heart, is still young, and its last
pulsations, so far as things mortal are
concerned, will be for his beloved na-
tive North Carolina. Like Governor
Swain, he has been writing nearly ail
his life for the press.

Governor Swain once told me that
his father being postmaster Asheville,
he imbibed his first love of reading
when a boy from the “National In-
telligencer.” During his most valuable

life he wrote much for the press, espe-
cially for the “University Magazine.”
The same is true of Governor Vance,
also a native of Buncombe county.

When a youth of 18 he wrote for the
Asheville “Messenger,” and in 1854
for the Asheville “Spectator.” and in
1855 he became a regular editor, with
John D. Hyman, of the latter paper.
While at Chapel Hill, in 1552, he was
one of the first editors of the “Univer-
sity Magazine.” Governor Swain en-
tered the House of Commons from
Buncombe in 182 4, in his 23d year,
and Governor Vance entered the
House from the same county in 1854.
in the 24tli year of his age. Governor
Swain was chosen Governor in 1832,

in his 31st year, and Governor Vance
in 1862, in his 32d year. Both these
men were poor in early life, but they
were largely gifted with mind. I
have no doubt that much of their
great success in life may be traced to
their habit early formed, of writing
for the press.

“Hard are life’s early steps; and but
that youth

Is houyant, confident, and strong in
hope,

Men would behold its threshold and
despair.”

I would earnestly urge upon the
youth of the State, and especially on
printers who aspire to be editors, the
importance of learning and practicing
the art of composition. A man who
writes well thinks clearly, and may
speak well also, if he will train him-
self to it.

An editorial convention was held in
Raleigh, November, 1837. The paper-
represented were the “Register,”
“Star,” Standard,” Raleigh; “Record-
er,” Hillsborough; “Western Caro-
linian” and “Carolina Watchman,”
Salisbury; “Citizen,” Asheborough:
"Spectator,” Npw Bern; “Observer,”
Fayetteville: “Telescope.” Greens-
borough: “Free Press,” Tarborough;
“Journal,” Charlotte; “Spectator,”
Milton. These men were so modest
that their names were not even record-
ed in the proceedings. On motion of
Mr. Loring, Dennis Heartt presided,
and Western It. Gales was secretary.
Mr. Gales, from the committee ap-
pointed for that purpose, reported
some excellent resolutions, which

were adopted, with rules for adver-
tising and job work. But these rules
were not closely adhered to. And
here let me observe that it is idle to
adopt rules of this kind if they are
not carried out in good faith by all.
All the other professions have their
rules, to which they strictly adhere.
If ii is worth five dollars to make a
motion in court, a subscriptipn to a
good newspaper should be more than
two dallrs per annum. If a visit by
a physician is worth two dollars, an
advertisement of fourteen lines should
be worth the same for fine insertion.
Gentlemen, it would not become me to
thrust advice upon you, but let me
urge you to look to your interests as
other professions do; to do good work,
charge full prices, and not underbid
each other for public patronage.

Wheeler, in his history in 1851,
gives a list of 4 4 papers then pub-
lished in the State; and Mr. Bennett,
in his chronology in 1858, added 30
to Colonel Wheelers list. Many of
these have ceased to exist; some of

i them are continued under different
names, and not less, I presume, than
two-thirds of the editors living in
11851 have passed away. I do not

| know accurately the number of news-
papers and periodicals now published
lin tin's State, but I think I would not
| err materially if I should assume the

jnumber to be one hundred.
| I am painfully sensible, Mr. Presi-
dent. of the omission and imperfec-
tions of this address. I have referred
lomy to the oldest presses and to the

j oiliest editors and ex-editors, with
j incidental allusions to modern editors
land writers for the "ress. I think I
have not commended unduly those I
have mentioned. I regret I could not
sketch the lives and services of all
these laborers in the fields of mind,

| whether present or absent on this oc-

casion. I would respectfully suggest
'that tiie Association appoint some one
,to continue the history of the press
at each communication of your body;
and when, in the judgment of the

¦Association that history shall have
been fully written, that a committee
be appointed to condense it into a

i book, to be printed for perpetual
! preservation.
j Among the dead, not already men-
tioned, trained writers for the press,
hut not editors, I recall the follow-
ing: Dr. Joseph Caldwell, Archibald
D. Murphy, George E. Badger, William
Gaston, Francis L. Hawks. William B.

I Shepherd. B F. Moore, William A.
i Graham,William H. Haywood, Jr., Bed-
¦ ford Brown, Charles Fisher, Bartlett
| Yancy, Louis D. Henry, Robert

| Strange, John Gray, Bynum, Warren
{Winslow, Edward Jenner Warren,
Henry W. Miller, Robert B. Gilliam,
Edward Coniglarid. Romulus M.
Saunders, Charles F. Fisher, Asa

I Biggs, James B. Shepherd
,

Perrin
Busbee, H. W. Husted, William Hoop-
er, Abram W. Venable. John H.

: Haughton, Charles Manly, Herfry T.
| Clark, Henry I. Toole, John A. Gil-

' mer. John M. Mofehead. John H.

1 Bryan, William H. Washington. Many

others might be added. Some of these
were editors for a short time, but
editing was not their profession. Dr.

Caldwell wrote much in favor of in-

ternal improvements and public
schools, and Archibald D. Murphy was
one of the finest scholars and writers

of his day. Some of his ablest papers
in the way of reports may be found

in the journals of the State Senate
from 1812 to 1818 inclusive,

i It would be impracticable, as I have
observed, to sketch modern presses
and editors. This must be left to the
future. But I cannot forbear to refer
to Henry S. Ellen wood, a native of
Boston, who lived and taught school,

for many years in Hillsborough, the

author of the beautiful verses, “The
Marriage of the Sun and Moon.’ He

established a paper In Wilmington,
and died soon after of apoplexy: and
George W. Sites, the accomplished
writer whom the people of Salem and
Winston so well remember, who sat

; When a boy at the feet of Words-
worth and Poe. and listened »to their
harmonious numbers. And John W.

Cameron of the Wadesboro “Argus,”

whose car'- ?r was so brilliant, and all

too brief for the State he loved so
well. And the two Fultons, Price,

Burr and Engelhard, of Wilmington;

Mayhew and Pasteur, New Bern; Ma-
chen, McWilliams, Houston and
Dimmock, of Washington; Raboteau,

Busbee, Lawrence, Wilson, Meredith
and Pell, of Raleigh; Hybart, Cam-
eron, Bayne and Sherwood, of Fayette-

ville; Thomas J. Holton, of the Char-
lotte “Journal,” who was reared by

Philo White in the “Carolinian” office
Salisbury; Atkin and Edney, of Ashe-
ville; Webb, of Halifax; Yancy and
iPaschal 1, of Oxford; Robert N. Ver-
Irell, of Warrenton; of some in the

western part of the State, and indeed
in every part of the State, including

;the great Albemarle region, Whose
names I cannot now' recall, but who
have left behind them on record mark-

|ed and honorable proofs of their at-

jtainments and labors as members of
jthe profession.

And there are many journeymen
and foremen, modest, intelligent, un*

I obstrusive men, who deserve notice

{and commendation. If the editor is

I the big wheel of the mill, they are the
driving wheels, without which the mill

.would stop.

I Among these I may notice Thomas
Covington, for so many years the

1 foreman of the “Register” office, who
trained a number of young men for

¦usefulness as good printers, including

: such men as Mr. Hale and Mr. David
C. Dudley, of Raleigh, who is one of
the oldest printers h; the State, and

much beloved and honored by the

printers of Raleigh. John T. West,

Esq., of Raleigh, deceased for some
years, formerly a foreman and pub-

lisher in New York, gave Mr. Greely
the first job that brought him into

notice as a good printer. Mr. Greely

1 remembered him affectionately, and

(when a candidate for the Presidency
I wrote him that if he should be elected
he, Mr. West, must hang up his hat

lin ’ the White House and stay with

;him a long time
Tlio press has done more tnan nil

things else to diffuse intelligence

I among the people, and to acquaint

I the world with the character of our
State and her resources. In 1848 it

! forced the passage of the charter of

the Central Railroad, by which the

East has been gradually but surely

tied to the West by iron hands, and

bv which, most intimately and direct-
ly this active and prosperous place
of trade now has a railroad; foi, if

there had been no railroad to Greens-

boro there would have been no Iron

horse today in Salem and M insti n.

The press has fostered the University

and the college and the public schools.

It has always ranged itself on the

side of learning, liberty, social order

and sound morals, it bas uniformly

rejected the isms which infest Europe

and Eastern and Western States of

t his country. Newspapers devoted to so-

cialism, or to social equality, nihilism,

communism, or to Infidelity in any of
«hanes or shades, could not live m

the atmosphere of North Carolina

I it is still a reproach to our people

that ministers of the gospel, editors
lowed to reiterate the life-long senh-

and teachers of our children and

(Continued on page sixteen.)

THi: DAILY MAYS AND OBSERVER—ANNIVERSARY EDITION—SUNDAY, AUGUST 14, 1904. 15


