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WHEN DAVE LEWIS LADGHED
THE VERY TINWARE RATTLED

A Setting of “Duck Eggs” That Brought Forth a

Brood of Healthy Buzzards. General

George’s Fun.
In my sketches of last week I had

something to say of a prank that
George G, Stronach played on Captain

Woodson. I do not know that 1 could
better entertain the Raleigh reader,
who so pleasantly remembers George

Stronach, than by relating some of the
things that he, for the sake of fun,
said and did. Hardly a day passed by
that did not bring to light something,
new and fresh, originating with him,
and it was always something harmless
but laughable.

He sat about his store door with his
legs twisted around each other in the
most undignified boyish manner; saw
and heard everything that passed, and
kept fully abreast of the latest news,
both in city and country. He knew
everybody, and everybody knew and
liked him. In fact he was one of the
most popular men of his day and time
in the county.

Dave Lewis, who lived out in the
suburban section, was very fond of
George, afnd George was equally as
fond of Dave, but, he would play all
his pranks on him, just to hear Dave
laugh. George said he could tell when
Dave was in town whether he saw him
or not. If he was away somewhere
within a block or two of his store,
George said he could hear him laugh;
and, if farther away than a block or
two, he could feel the earth tremble
whether lie heard Dave laugh or not.
I think George must have been mis-
taken about Dave’s shaking the whole
town; but, I frequently heard him
laugh in George’s store when he would
shake it so that the tinware would
rattle.

One day Mr. William Boylan, who
was as fond of a joke as George ever
was, sent, a hound dog to George, tied
up in a bag, with a note accompany-
ing saying: "Please accept the enclosed
as a token of my sincerest regards.”

George said, about 3 p. m., Dave
drove up to his door on a dray, got
the bag and put it on the drav. and
hoisting an umbrella to keep the sun
from shining on him and the pig in
the bag, drove to the depot. Dave
told the balance of the story, a few
days after, to a crowd which gathered
about him.*

"I carried that bag on the train to
Auburn and toted it from there home
on my shoulder. I went to work and
built a pen about ten rails high, put a
trough in the pen and had it filled
with slops for the pig. So he’d have
nothing to do but go right to growing
and fattening. Then 1 untied the bag
and reached way over so I would not
hurt my pig. I gave the bag a shake,
and out came as mean a looking
hound dog as I ever saw. He didn’t
more than hit the ground before over
the fence he went, and struck right
out for Raleigh.”

George, at one tme, made quite a
business of raising improved fowls,
and bragged very much upon some
fine ducks he had. Mr. Lewis Peck
took a great fancy to those ducks and
said he would like to buy a setting of
eggs; but George told him he would
give him a setting, as soon as he had
them. Not many days after they met
in the market when George said; “Mr.
Peck, those eggs are ready for you
whenever you will come or send for
them. I can’t let you have but a,half
dozen; later on I may be able to give
you more.”

Os course Mr. Peck went at once
for the eggs and in a day or tw o a hen
was hoverng over them. In the course
of a few weeks they met in the mar-
ket one morning, when Mr. Peck re-
marked: “George my eggs have
hatched.”

"How do you like the looks of your
ducks?” asked George.

"They are the queerest looking
ddcks I ever saw,” Air. Peck answer!l.
“They are not even web-footed.”

“They eat all right, I suppose?” said
George.

“Yes, they eat enough, but they
throw up everything they eat,” Mr.
Peck explained.

“I'll bet a dollar they are buzzards,”
said a bystander, and sure enough
they were. By that time George was
turning the corner, hurrying off to his
breakfast. Mr. Peck was mad enough
to do something violent, so he went
straight home and killed his young
buzzards, but it was a long time before
people stopped enquiring how he was
getting on raising ducks.

The toughest joke I ever heard of
his practicing on any one was on a
fellow who was in the habit of com-
ing to Raleigh, from up about Merry
Oaks, and getting drunk, George told
him one day that the next time he
came to Raleigh and got drunk he in-
tended to sow him up in a sack and
ship him home to his father. One day,
some tlme after that threat, the fellow
came in and went to George’s store,
and laughingly said to George: “IfI
get drunk today, box me up and ship
me.” “I’lldo it,” said George.

Along in the evening, so the storv
was told, George was informed that
his man was drunk. He hastily pro-
cured a dry goods box, lifted the fel-
low in. nailed on the top, leaving an
air hole: directed the box to the fel-
low’s father and put the box in the
baggage car, with instructions * to
handle carefully, just as the train
was leaving. The fellow began to
sweat out his liquor pretty soon after
being boxed, and before he got to
Cary he became conscious of his situa-
tion: but, on account of the noise
made by the train his smothered cries
were not heard until the train .halted.
Then he bellowed for all he was worth,

until he was set at liberty. He said
after he got out he thought he was
in a coffin, sure enough, and was being
buried alive, the rumbling of the train
sounding just like clods falling on his

coffin.
There never lived in Raleigh a big-

ger-hearted man than George Stron-
ach. He had no grudge or ill-will
against any one; on the contrary he
was ' kind to everybody, ajjd did a*
much for people, especially poor peo-
ple, as any other did. But. he would
have his fun. and tried to make the
world happy about him.

* * *

I don’t know why I cannot remem-
ber people’s names nowadays. I used
to be able to call a man’s name wher-
ever or whenever I met him. But now
1 frequently undertake to introduce
people, with whom I am well ac-
quainted and can’t do.it because I
can’t call their names. I rode with a
Raleigh gentleman, a neighbor of
mine, from Goldsboro to Raleigh, not
long since, and I tried all the way to
think of his name, but to save my
life I could not do it. Not until I
stepped off the car under the shed, and
somebody called his name could I
have told any one who he was.

I heard of a celebrated Baptist *

preacher who forgot his own name.
Being away from home he called at
a postoffice for his mail, but could not
tell the postmaster his name. As he
turned to go out an acquaintance met
and called his name, whereupon he
turned about, called for and received
his letters.

I hear other people complaining of
the same difficulty, which fact serves
somewhat to reconcile me to my mis-
fortune.

Absent-mindedness takes on differ-
ent forms; or rather effects people in
different ways. For instance I knew
a man who, it was said, would forget
to take off his soiled underclothes
when he went to pu.t on clean; and if
his wife did not keep watch on him
he would wear a half dozen shirts at
a time. He nearly always had a
uiifrequently forgot his errand when
he went to market aftc> me,at for his
dinner, and would go home and ask
his wife if it was a spool of cotton or
a paper of needles she wanted.

The fellowr who started to see his
sweetheart, by appointment, but went
and drove up the cows, did not dis-
cover his mistake until an hour or two
later, when his girl, seated in a buggy
with another fellow, went by and she
asked him “if he or his mother did
the milking; and, supposing he had an
engagement with a girl, could he not
keep it without getting leave of his
mother.”

The most absent-minded people are
those who make the most promises,
as a general rule; and they make
promises because they are absent-
minded. I liked to have gotton into
a scrape some years ago by making
too many promises, and my absent-
mindedness caused me Jto promise. A
lady in Youugsville said to me, as I
was leaving the church: “I shall ex-
pect you to dine with me tomorrow.”
1 told her I’d go. As I reached the
door, I found another lady, standing
there, who said, in a sort of complain-
ing way: “Doctor, you have never been
to my house to take a meal, and I
want you to take dinner with me to-
morrow.” I told her I would. I re-
membered that last promise, but had
forgotten the first. Next morning,
just before twelve, a gentleman re-
marked to me: “If you are going to
dine with Mrs. B. you had better go
on, as her dinner hour is 12 o’clock.”

1 then remembered I had promised to
dine at two places:—with Mrs. H. as
well as with Mrs. B. I went at once
to Mrs. B’s. with the intention of ex-
plaining and apologizing. But she
said her dinner was ready, and she did
not propose to release me from my
engagement. So, I could not do other-
wise than partake of her good dinner.
As soon as I well could do so, after
eating, I made haste to Mrs. H’s. It
was then nearly one o’clock: but Mr.
H. had not come from the store. Mrs.
¦H. rather apologized for his not being
there, and hoped I w'ould not groy;
impatient; he would come in a few
minutes. I told her I was not by any
means, in a hurry for dinner —did not
care, in fact, if Mr. 11. did not come
in an hour. I had rather talk to her
awhile anyhow before eating.

But, it was not long before Mr. 11.
came and dinner was quickly an-
nounced. Mrs. 11. had substantially
the same dinner I had lust been a
partaker of at Mrs. B’s. and it was
good. Not knowing that I had been to
dinner she helped me bountifully—in
fact gave me a hungry man’s portion.
I inwardly groaned when I saw her
piling the good things on my plate and
wondered how I should ever get
through the ordeal alive. She saw I
was not> relishing my dinner, as I
ought to have done, and several times
remarked that she. feared her dinner
did not suit me. I assured her that
I was exceedingly fond or everything
on the table; but. still I could not eat
as she thought I should. After the
dinner was over I told Mrs.H. and the
company at the table the story of my
absent-mindedness afnd explained to
them, how I’d tried to eat my way
out of a difficulty. Airs. H. was very
much aroused, saying: “I thought you
were very quiet and patient for a hun-
gry man. When I told you Mr. H. had
not come I noticed how readily you
remarked, that you were in no hurry
for dinner. And I wondered ail
through the dinner how a man who
lives as active a life as you do should
eat so little and with, seemingN, so
little relish.”

Thus the matter was amicably set-
tled, and, since then, whatever else
I’ve forgotten, I’ve tried so keep in
mind my promises to dine. A fellow
can safely attend these swell recep-
tions, whefe light refreshments are
served, every hour in the day, and
always feel like eating; but try it, who
will, it’s a right serious matter to eat
two big dinners in an hour, such as
Airs. B. and Mrs. H. had prepared that
day.

* * *

As strange as it may seem, there’s
a right smart sprinkling of infidelity
scattered here there over the
country—people who do not believe in
God. Christ nor the gospel of Christ.
The Psalmist wrote: “The fool hath
said in his heart, there is no God.” It
would be astounding to know how
many fools there are in every neigh-
borhood, and even in some of the
churches. Men are reading Ingersoll
and are trying to bring themselves to
believe that, while Jesus of Nazareth
was a great teacher he was nothing
more than a man: a very remarkable
man, they admit, but nevertheless,
only a man—and therefore no Savior.

I am sorry for the “fools” who sav
there is no God, and I look with pity
and great sadness upon the men who
do not accept Jesus as their Savior.
How utterly hopeless is the condition
of those who say there is no God,
deny the diversity of Jesus and dis-
card the Bibie; as infidelity is seeking
to make them do —and as many do!

Yes. strange as it may seem, in-
fidelity is on the increase, and it is
thriving in the so-called “higher life,’*
among the educated, and like the
leaven of the Pharisees, it is doing its
destructive work in the church. What
do I mean by all this? I mean that
while churchism is growing just as it
grew under the Mosaic dispensation,
and the numerical strength of the
church becomes greater every day,
faith is on the wane, and materialism
is being substituted for it. That, only,
which can be seen ami handled satis-
fies, while that which is unseen, except
by the eye of faith, is rejected.

Very few people let their infidelity
be known; they are rather ashamed
of it: but a very little observation will
convince the observer that material-
ism (in a great many cultivated
minds), is the dominating idea. The
consequence is they have quit praying.

And men who do not pray are infidels;
whether they know it or not. And.
how sad the condition of that man,
who once believed in God and Christ
and prayer; but, who prays no more,
for the reason that he has annihilated
God and rejected Jesus
has nothing to pray to! 1 know a few
of that class. Paul makes a fearful
statement, when in Hebrews he says:
“For it is impossible for those who
were once enlightened, and have tabl-
ed of the heavenly gift, and were
made partakers of the Holy ¦ Gh.rff.
And have tasted of the good word of
God, and the powers of the world to
come. If they shall fall away, to.re-
new them again unto repentance; see-
ing they crucify to themselves the Son
of God afresh, and put Him to an open
shame.”

That is an awful condition for one
pocket full of table napkins, and not
to be in; upon which remark I will
make a single comment: He is of all
men, the most unwise who trifles with
his soul!

I know a young fellow who thinks
it is very smart to say lie doesn’t be
lieve in God —has no faith in religion
—doesn’t Relieve there’s any heaven or
hell, etc. And he has never been ac-
cused of having more sense than his
mother gave him, I don’t think the
good Lord will require very much
of him. The chances are that he may
slip into heaven with idiots and
babies, as he doesn’t know any better
than try to ape those who do know,
or ought to know better, but who talk
and write infidelity for the same rea-
son a fellow once killed a buzzard—-
“for the big of the thing.” Another
young fellow, who never let pass an
opportunity to tell people lie was an
infidel was “sawed off” above the
knees by a very intelligent lady of
this city not long ago. Quite a crowd
of young people were on her piazza,
and as it was Sunday evening, the
Sunday school lesson as well as the
sermon of the morning was under dis-
cussion. This young fellow repeatedly
said he didn’t believe in the Bible, nor
in God: but was an infidel. The lady
of the house arose and said, speaking
to the would-be infidel: “All. Name-
less, I bought a book the other day.
in which, strange to say, I found your
picture. Its a book called ‘Character
Sketches,’ and I want to show it t«

you.”
By which time all the young people

on the piazza were saying: “Let us
see the picture?”

“Here it is,” said the lady, “and I
never saw a better likeness than it.

“It is exactly like you, Air. Nameless,”
said one of the girls. “What’s he do-
ing on the end of that pole?” asked
one of the boys. "He’s trying to prize
up something,” said another boy.

“Who’s that with hoofs, horns and a
forked tail, right under him?” asked
the girl to whom that young infidel
was trying to made love.”

“Why that’s the devil; don’t you

see his pitchfork?” answered a little
ten-year-old boy.

“Yes, son,” said the lady. “That man
on the end of the lever is Air. Name-
less. He’s an infidel and with a lever
called ‘unbelief,’ lie is trying to turn
over the Rock of Salvation. But, you
see he can’t budge it, though lie’s got
clean out on the end of the lever. Tin-
devil knows his lever will soon srp
from under the rock and the fellow
will come down. So, lie’s sitting there
with his pitchfork ready to pitch him
inti) the furnace. Stand back, all of
you, and let Air. Nameless see his
picture.”

‘‘Well, ain’t it just like him,” said
the fellow’s girl? "I never saw a liet-
ter likeness of anybody in my life,”
said another girl.

"Nameless,” said one of tin* boys,

“you’d better hold up those legs, or
the devil will pull you presently.”

“No use of pulling; he’s going to
him without any pulling. lie’ll be

there when his prize slips,” said the
lady.

Trte fellow was so badly hacked he
left the house without saying a word,
but as he passed through the gate, he
heard his best girl say: “I thought he
had more sense than to talk as he
does. I am glad he’s seen himself as
he is.”

I am sorry to hear that some white
folks, who belong to the church and
pretend to love God and their fellow-
men, are trying to stir up strife on
the whiskey question. The Watts law,
imperfect thought it may be, has al-
ready done immeasurable good, and
will continue to improve the moral
condition of the country, and should
be upheld until another movement is
made, that will not only drive the de-
mon from the country into the incor-
porated towns, but drive him from
our midst entirely and forever. As I
see it, the man who would take a
backward step on the temperance
question, by repealing or modifying
the Watts law, is an enemy to his
race, and is willing to do his brother
harm just for the sake of a little
political advantage he may gain
thereby. True men and patriots are
striving to elevate humanity, and to
extend the Redeemer’s Kingdom. Let
t lie people, who love righteousness,
keep their, faces turned toward the
goal of entire prohibition, and never
falter nor turn back, for political or
any reason, and tin* day of deliverance
will surely come.

R. 11. WHITAKER.

Tate Spring, the South’s most fa-
mous rasort. Are you going this sum-
mer? See advertisement. \

Nervous Dyspepsia can be

cured if one will try the

Right Thing
I was down with Nervous Dyspepsia

for eight years. When I was taken 1
weighed 185 pounds, and it reduced
me to 118. I could not touch solid
fool. I believe if I had taken solid
food it would have killed me, and I

had to live on sweets and lightest kind
of diet.

I had severe nervous spells nearly
every day and w’ould have doctors to
treat me, but they did not do me one
particle of good, not even to relieve
me.

I was so weak that for three months
I was not able to walk across the room.
I had rather die than to suffer it over
again, and I felt that I was in a worse
condition than anyone who ever lived.

Mrs. Joe Person and my wife per-
suaded me to use Mrs. Joe Person s

Remedy.
I bought a dozen bottles and it was

three months before I felt any relief a
all. Then I commenced to improve

right along. .

I took 35 bottles and it cured me.
It has been two years since 1 ''

cured, and I have never had a touch ot

the trouble since, and can eat any «

under the sun, and as much o > H

If anyone will stick to Mrs- 1 so

Remedy long enough to bu>ld 1

system, I know it will euie ‘
aggravated case of dyspepsi. «>

vousness that can bi”MEDUN.
Creedmore, Granville U°.. *-•>

F. D.- No. 1., Aug. 1, 19U4 ’

SORESIfisULCERS
SHOW ABAD CONDITION OF THE BLOOD

When the blood is in bad condition a bruise, cut, S/
scratch, or any slight injury to the llcsli, is apt to become y
an ugly-looking sore or ulcer. Sometimes a boil, blister ijr'k >

or pimple is-the beginning of a large eating ulcer or open,
discharging sore. Often the blood is naturally bad, and
is that way from birth, and such people sutler with vari-
ous kinds of sores from infancy through old age. she ’ *rJWw\
blood may become so weak

A eommon boil appeared on tho calf of my right
and waterv from the effects ol limb. I used tho simple homo remedies but the
malarial sickness debilitv or place refused to heal. The physician Iconsulted
malarial sickness, aenmty or e.

d mo no KOOd My loK WhH a Eolid EOro from
Some old chronic trouble, that calf to ankle, and I then began S. S. 8. and I
the* imrmritiea break out ill improved rapidly, but an attack of typhoid fevere imj ‘

’

settled in the original sore, causing a baekzet. I
bad sores on tile lower ex- began it again an soon as Iwas over the fever, and
tremities or other part of the was completely and permanently cured.
body. There is always some New Castle, Pa.

M~s ’ K
St.

morbid, unhealthy matter in

the blood that keeps the sore discharging, and must be gotten out before it

S i
willheal. Washes and salves, while cleansing, sooth-
jpg and helpful, will not do it, because they do not

tbe poisoned blood ; but S. S. S. cleanses and
purifies the diseased blood, and when this is accom-

**'¦"*- plished the place heals. Where the health has been
impaired it restores strength and vigor to the system, improves the appetite
and digestion, and tones up the nerves. Purifying the blood is the surest
way tcTget rid of an old sore or ulcer. Medical advice is free.

THE S WSFT SPECIFIC CO*, ATLAMT/l,G A*

Millionßoxe^aYea^J

BL PREVENT ALL SSfMffiiEß BOWEL TROUBLES jfj

The Security Life anWnnuity Company
LEGAL RESERVE

GUARANTY CAPITAL, * Homo Office,
$100,000.00. GREENSBORO, N. C.

OUR ADVANTAGE
Underlie law a company tluiLcalculates to make 3 per cent on Its reserve
lias to charge more for insurance than a company that calculates to make i
l>er cent. Our ability to make 1 per cent on our reserve, and the small
amount added for expenses enable us to sell the same policy for a good deal
less than companies that calculate to make only 3 per cent and charge more
for expenses.. We give our |x>licy-holdcrs the benefit or these advantages..
.1. VAN LINDLEY, R. E. FORSTER, GEO. A. GRIMSLEY,

President. Actuary. Secretary.
DIRECTORS:

J. Van Lindley. W. S. Thompson, P. 11. Hanes, Lee 11. Battle, W. A. Blair,
John W. Fries, E. Colwell, Jr.; .1. W. Scott.

King & Jiiiuhull, Counsel.

[AKER, AMD RAISER, j|
Three Minutes • !to °U!ffI>OUGt i"!.

. jj
E AND EASY TO CLEAN.

Solo By

iRD HARDWARE CO. I

Penn Mutual Life
JIL
IS SUGGESTIVE OF ALL THAT IS SAFE, CONSERVATIVE AND LIB-

ERAL IN “OLD LINE” LIFE INSURANCE.
MOST APPROVED VARIETIES OF CONTRACTS, WITH ANNUAL. OR

DEFERRRED, DIVIDENDS.
Ol It TEN YEAR TERM POLICIES, costing, at age 35, only $14.80 pei
SI,OOO, reduced by Annual Dividends of about 20 per cent., 'provide tin
CHEAPEST absolute pi tection In existence.
BEST COMPANY FOR TLIE INSURED, THEREFORE, THE BEST FOR

THE AGENT.
ACTIVE AND RELIABLE AGENTS WANTED.
For information, write to I*. n. RANEY,

General Agent for North Carolina. Raleigh, N. C.

s FLOWERS, PLANTS ji
iw Roses. Carnations, Violets and other choice Cut Flowers for
-O *ll occasions. Floral Designs, Palms, Ferns and various kinds

of Pot and Out Door Bedding Plants. A great ariety of Rose xtei
Plants, Vines for the Veranda. Cabbage, Tomato and otherVegetable Plants.

li. STEINMETZ. &
1L_ ’PHONES “3- FLORIST.

New Fiction.
The Crossing, by Winston Churchill. $1.50 post paid.

Bred In The Bone, Thomas Nelson Page, $1.50 post paid.
Little Union Scout. Joel Chandler Harris, $1.25 post paid.
Story of France, 2 vols., $5.00.
Napoleon, $2.25.

Thos. Jefferson, $2.50.
Thos. E. Watson.

For Sale by

Alfred Williams & Comp’ny

Announcements.

To the Democratic Voters of Wake
County.

I
I hereby announce that I will be a

candidate before the approaching
primaries for the State Senate in the
next General Assembly and will ap-
preciate the support of all good Dem-
ocrats. J. C. ELLINGTON.

Announcement.
I hereby announce myself a candi-

date for county commissioner, sub-ject to tbe action of the Democratic
primary. If chosen I promise my
best efforts to secure an economical
and wise administration of county as-

. fairs. I will have no object in view
i but the best interests of the county
and its tax payers.

J. T. BROUGHTON.
Garner, N. C.

For Commissioner.

T take this method of announcing
myself as a candidate for the nomina-
tion of County Commissioner, sub-
ject to the action of the Democratic
primary, to be held September 10th,
1004.

/
if nominated and elected the peo-

ple of Wake County shail have my
best attention and service.

LEN H. ADAMS.

Announcement.

At the earnest solicitation of my
many friends both in the city and
county, I have decided to become a
candidate fpr County Commissioner,
subect to the action of the Democratic
convention. '

I will appreciate the support of all
who desire a change in the present
board. Respectfully,

JULIUS LEWIS.

Announcement.

I hereby announce myself a candi-
date for County Commissioner from
the western section of Wake county,
subject to the action of the Democratic
primaries. If chosen I promise my
best efforts to secure an economical
and wise administratiorf of county af-
fairs. I will have no object in view
but the best interest of the county and
its tax payers. All of the support
given me will be greatly appreciated.

W. M. YATES,
Apex, N. C., R. F. D. No. 1,

To the Democratic Voters of
County.

I hereby announce myself as a can-
didate for the nomination of county
commissioner, subject to the action
of the Demociatic convention. If
nominated I promise faithfully to dis-
charge the. duties of the office and to
do everything in my power to the in-
terest of the people of the county.

J. J. EDWARDS.
New Hill, N. C.

'$ repair cr remodel any Rind of buildinq ? Send I
for our CATALOGUE of buildinq materials, sash, §§

H| doers, blinds, hardware, mantels.paints,qlass. iias H

I BFRAwit"?. CLARK CO.jTD.g
Established 1670. NORFOU.VA.nI
If in Want of Good

Fertilizers
FOR

Tobacco
and

Cotton
WRITE TO

s.w.
Travers
&Co.

(Branch V.-C. C. Co.) a

BRANDS: 1 i

Capital Tobacco Fertilizer.
National Special Tobacco Fertilizer.
National Fertilizer.
Beef Blood and Bone Fertilizer.

Bone—-Potas’i Compound.

Sale..
2-50 Horse-power Tubular Boil-

ers.

One 100 Horse-power Return
Tubular Boiler.

One 10 Horse-pawer Return
Tubular Boiler.
One 30 Horse-power Upright
Boiler.
One 12 Horse-power Locomotive
Type, on skids xvith 10 Horse-
power Skinner Engine on iron
base. i
One 70 Horse-power Talbot En-
gine.
One 100 Horse-power Taylor En-
gine Co., Automatic Engine. Sev-
eral large and medium size
pumps.

One 30-inch Victor Water Wheel,
with Steel Pen Stock.
One 28-inch Foos Scientific At-
tortion Mill.

All of the above in first-class
working order and will be sold
cheap.

G. A.
Hanson,

Richmond, Va.
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