
To Lease or Not to Lease
—That’s the Question.

(Continued from Page Nine.)

absolutely secure, and that the par-
ties leasing shall pay a fair price for
the lease. 1 pjrefer leasing to the
Kennedy syndicate for the reason that
this syndicate is composed entirely of
North Carolinians, men who live along

the line of the road and whose entire
interests are in this section. I feel that
tile best interest of the State will be
had by leasing the road to home capi-
talists because they love North Caro-
lina and are vitally interested in the
development of this section of the
State, as their entire property is here.
Men from other States feel no interest
in North Carolina except what they

can make out of it. The character
ol" the men to whom the lease is mat.**

should be the first consideration. ’

T. 11. Bain, Chief I ire Department:
“I favor a lease next week because 1
think it would be to the best interest

of the people. I have no preference

t»i any syndicate. 1 think the best

proposition should govern.”
li. M. Mieliaux. Wholesale Merchant:

*‘l favor a lease of the Atlantic A'
North Carolina Railroad, at a fair

rental to an amply responsible bidder,

who will offer the greatest security to
the State and private interests. 1 am
so sure Governor Aycock will carefully
and conscientiously discharge his du-
ties in the premises, that I am perfect-
ly willing to leave the matter to his
wisdom and judgment. 1 believe this

voices the sentiment of a great ma-
jority of unprejudiced business men.
«nd especially those contiguous to the
line of the road.”

.1. M. Wood, ex-Representative from
We. ne, now Member Board of Coun-
ty commissioners, Fanner: “I favor
a lease of the road because T think it
to be better for both the road and the
stockholders. I do not think this
question should be left to the Legis-
lature as past experience has shown
that they will not act on this question.
I certainly think that the road should
be leased as early as possible provid-
ing a good safe deal pan be made.”

LAGRANGE SNAP SHOTS.

Variety of Views rom Business Men

ami Others.

(Special to News and Observer.)

LaGrange, N. C. t Aug. 27.—8e10w
are expressions of opinion from bus-
iness men and others as to the pro-

posal to lease the A. & N. C. Railroad.
.K. ,1. Ragsdale, Tobacconist: *‘t

am opposed to a lease, because 1 think
it would be monopolizing the railroads.
The State has made a mistake in leas-
ing any of its railroad interests. I be-
lieve the Legislature should act on it

and act slowly. I have utmost confi-
dence in Aycock and trust him abso-
lutely.”

Dr. J. \V. P. Smith wick. Mayor: ”1

am heartily in favor of leasing the road

to a pnvate company or to some syn-
dicate, because I believe it would b •

better for the people along the line,

and get it out of politics. Service and
equipment would be improved, and
the road made more profitable to
State and stockholders. I am opposed
to its being leased to individuals or in-
dividual companies, as they would not

improve it. I am against the State’s
continuing its operation. The sooner
the road is leased the better, and the
Legislature has* nothing to do with it,
as it is in the Governor’s hands, and
I have the fullest confidence in the
Governor and believe he will do the
right and proper thing.”

J. S. Wooten, Town Commissioner
and Merchant: “Iam not prepared to
say whether I favor a lease or not. 1
am satisfied with the present manage-
ment. I do not think Governor Ay-
cock should act next week on tne mat-
ter, hut wait until the next Legislaturc-
has time to consider it. I am decid-
edly opposed to an immediate lease.
The road is doing well at pres-
ent, and has a better future and more
promising than ever before, and 1
think it would be unfair to let new
parties reap the glory and profits of
its future, which has been made pos-
sible by its present management.”

R. G. Creech, Town Treasurer and
Merchant: ‘‘l am undesided about
the matter. It has done better since
Bryan has had it than ever before. 1
ani indifferent to the matter and have

never given it a serious thought, but
1 think it would he better for Gover-
nor Aycock to defer the entire
matter and give the Legislature ar.
opportunity to act. Public sentiment
by that time would be more generally
known, and new developments would
give light on the situation, and by
that time it would hardly be possible
for a mistake to be made.”

G. \V. I). Hadley, Town Clerk: ”1
am in favor of a wise lease, because
this would take the road out of poli-
tics. give us superior service and
place it on a more advantageous busi-
ness basis, being more profitable to
all concerned. I hope the Governor
will act on the bids next week and ac-
cept the best proposition. I do not
think the Legislature could do much
to affect the situation more than Gov-
ernor Aycock, and I am willing to
trust him.”

Josiuh Wells, Tax Collector and
Chief Police: "I certainly favor a

The State has no right to hold
a railroad and use it politically, which
makes it detrimental to the best in-
terests of the section and the people,

as well as those directlv interested.
The matter should be decided next
week. The Legislature has nothing to
do with the matter. It is in the Gov-
ernor’s hards, and it is up to Gover-
nor Aycock to act. He is the proper
man to speak, and I am willing to
leave the matter to him.”

O. Taylor, Merchant: “I think if
the road* cannot be kept out of politics
it should be leased. I would favor
an immediate leave. The road has

never accomplished anything, and it is
hut right that the road should be put
in the hands of responsible parties,
who can and will properly operate it.
The matter should not be delayed. It
has been put off too long already.”

W. H. Hardee. Livery: ‘‘l favor a
lease, or anything in the world that
will make an advisable change. . I
think it would better the interests of
the road, the people and this section,
as well as the State, to lease it, be-
cause business men make better man-
agers than politicians. It has al-
ways been wrong, and there has al-
ways been complaint and T think a
change Is necesary. The Governor
should not delay the matter.”

•J. I\ Alrich, Merchant: “I am i.i
favor of an immediate lease. From
what everybody says, the road has
not been managed well, and the State
and stockholders can get more money
out of It if it is leased to proper par-
ties. If a good proposition is offered,
one which is better than the present
management. I think Governor Ay-
cock should accept it at once and not
continue these conditions under which
the road is now run.”

W. I*. ILardy, Merchant: ‘‘l am in
favor of a lease. The road has been
in debt and is in debt now. and a j
lease would relieve the situation, be-
sides making it better for the peo-

ple along the line by giving better ser-
vice. The matter should be decided
next week.”

J. E. Witherspoon, Town Superin-
tendent of Public Instruction: “I am
in favor of a lease next week if profit-
able to the State, but do not want it
to be sacrificed. The Georgia State
road has paid handsomely since it‘
lease, and T believe the road here will
do the same, and at the same time
pay the lessee, and yield a good divi-
dend, as well as being improved. 1
do not think the Governor should act
hastily on the lease unless he is given
a very favorable proposition, because
I believe it. will come. I do not think
the matter could be in better hands
than those of the Governor. I do not
believe any industry can prove profit-
able in a position to be used political!}
by politicians.”

R. M. Harper, Merchant: ‘‘lt seem:
to me that present conditions make
it possible that under State manage-
ment the road is profitable, but if it
is not, then I favor a lease. My con-
fidence in Governor Aycock makes me
perfectly satisfied with any action he
may take. 1 shall be contented with
his decision.”

Simeon Wooten, Merchant: ”1 am
not in favor of a lease. The road if
now just in shape to make something,
and it seems that if anybody shouk
get anything out of it the people whe
own anti manage it should be the
gainers. It is not to the best interest:
of the eastern section that it be leased
It seems to me that the great pressure
brought upon the matter should have
time to ‘cool off,’ let the thing be thor-
oughly investigated, and my iinpres
sion is that the Legislature should ae-
on it.”

H. E. Dillon, Merchant: “I favoi
a lease and always have. It woult
take the road out of its political cloud
A lessee would improve the road
make it better for the interests of tin
people of this section and more prof-
itable for its owners. I think the
Governor should act on the (juestioi
right now. if he could. And I beliew
he. too. is tiie man to act. I don't
believe it would be at all advisable foi
the Legislature to get into it.”

R. B. Ivin-ly, Merchant: “I think
the management in way of freight l

loose, and it is not managed on busi
ness priniples. It should be leasee,

and at once, to parties away fr »r.
the State. The governor should ac t or,
it next week, and don’t let the Legis-
lature have anything to do with it."

Dr. ,1. M. Hodges: “Let the road oe
leased if a proper proposition, well
safeguarded, is offered. If it is leased
it will be best for tin* jobbers and
shippers along the line, and it will
get tlie road out of politics. J think

Goernor Aycock should lease it and
stop the ‘fussing’ about it. A good

lease would pay a good divide f I. I
think the Legislature should not med-
dle with it. The governor lias both
power and duty and ho should shirk
neither.”

D. \V. Wood, Merchant: ‘‘l am not
prepared to say wether 1 favor an im-
mediate lease, hut 1 do desire a change.
The road is i:i bad condition, and so
far as LaGrange is concerned the man-
agement at New Bern is terrible. II
anything goes wrong with freight the
merchants are never able to get a
cent for shortages not even a hearing.
There is but one day to get a hearing
and that is to start a suit against the
road. A change will be better for all
involved. The road is run in the in-
terests of the few. It would not be ad-
visable for Governor Aycock to act
hastily, and although he has iiad am-
ple time, if more is due give it to him
i think it is entirely with the gov-
ernor to decide and I shall be satis-
fied with any action he takes.”

Jno. D. Waters, Agriculturist: ‘‘l
think it should be leased next week
if a faorable proposition were made. 1
believe it can be well leased to tin-
best interests of the State. If it should
be leased it would be taken out of pol-
itics, and can be made Profitable, while
it has not been paying. 1 am willing

to let Governor Aycock d(%.Je tin
problem, and believe he will Jo what’s
right.”

\V. S. i'/.zell, cx-County Commission-
er aiul Chairman and Member Count}

Democratic Executive Committee: “i
am strongly opposed to any lease. 1
think tile road should he maintained
in the interests of Eastern North Car-
olina, and I believe the State would
have the welfare of the people more
at heart than would private companies

or individuals. I think the governor

would better postpone the matter .i

little longer, for he can later
a better proposition than lie can now,

but if he should decide to lease. 1
would prefer that tiie road be kept

out of the Legislature. If the road
is to be leased I hope it will be put

into the hands of responsible Eastern.
Carolina people, those who have stock
in it now, who have upbuilt it and
have the best interests of the people
and property at heart rather than
purely selfish motives.”

KINSTON MEN TALK.

Deeply Interested in the Road and

Give Their Views.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Kinston, N. C.. Aug. 27. No place
along the line of tiie road is more

deeply interested in the Atlantie anu

North Carolina Railroad. Here are
the views of a. large number:

I)r. Edwards: .“I favor the imme-

diate lease of tiie road because I do

not think that it is judiciously man-

aged.”
Dr. Hargrove: ‘‘l say lease it. i

think it should be left to the Legisla-

ture to decide this question of a lease.
Dr. Whitaker: “I have not inform-

formed myself on these questions.
Dr. R. A. Whitaker: “1 am not it

favor of leasing the road if it is prop-

erly managed. 1 believe the State

should maintain control.”
,1. W. Good son. Tobacconist: J

would rather not express any opin-
ion.”

W. D. La Roque. Jr., City Comm.:
“I favor the immediate leasing of the
road, because I think it for tin- best
••erests of this community. It should

be leased to strong people. 1 believe
that that road would make great pro-
gress under good management.”

Henry French: ‘‘l have not inform-
ed myself on these questions. I would
prefer not giving any opinion. I want

to see this matter disposed of to the
best advantage.”

L. Harvey: “I am a director of

the road and I would not like to give
any publication.”

j. T. ParroWT Merchant: ‘‘lf it is

leased properly I prefer a lease. It is
a matter of indifference to me when it
is leased.”

I-:. It. Mart son, Druggist: ‘‘l think
the road should be leased, because I

believe this part of the State will be

better benefit ted by it. I would be
willing to abide by Governor Ay-

cock's judgment in this matter as to
when and to whom it is leased."

S. A. Oninnerly. Druggist: ‘‘l do
not care what is done with the road.”

D. OeUinger. Merchant: ‘‘l am in
favor of leasing the road, because it
will be more thoroughly conducted on
business principles and not governed
by politics. I should think that the
opinion of the directors and stock-

holders should determine how and
when the road should be leased.”

Will Hunter, Jr.. Druggist: “J fav-
or a lease of the road because it does
not pay sufficient dividends to the
State and stockholders. I should think
that this matter of leasing should be
refererd to the General Assembly.”

l)r. 11. D. Harner, Jr.: ‘‘l should
say lease the road, because it would
get politics out of it and it would be

more judiciously managed. 1 believe
the Governor should lease the road,

because he understands the conditions
thoroughly.”

Einstein Bros., Merchants. We
prefer for the State to continue the

operation of the road, because, it

there are any profits to he had the

State should get them.”
Stephen \V. Isier, Attorney:

think the road should be leased, be-

cause I am satisfied that as long as it

remains under the controlofthe State

it will remain a political foot-ball,

think tiie Governor should lease tne

road because one sensible man can do

anything better than a hundred men,

all things being equal.”
JM. Stephenson, Merchant: Ido

not care mi:eh what disposition is

made of the road.”
D. I-’. Wooten. Sheriff Lenoir Coun-

ty: “I think the road ought to be

leased. There should he provisions in

the lease looking to the development
of this section. 1 do not think it

should be leased next week as I be-
lieve that if this, the lease, is deferred
better bids will be filed. I have the
utmost faith in the Governor, and I

think lie should lease the road instead
of leaving it to the Legislature.”

E. R. Lee is. Secretary to Congress-

man Claude Kit chin: “I think the
road should bo leased, because l do

not think that under the State man-
agement there will ever be a concert
f action looking toward the vital in-

terest of the road. 1 do not think
that the rea l has ever been run on
business principles. It is immaterial
to be whether the Governor or the
Legislature leasers the road.”

IMuto Col-lias, Clerk Superior Court:
“It is a hard question to answer off
hand. I have faith in Governor Ay-

•ock’s wisdom, integrity and ability.

I prefer that matter should be left to
him rather than to the Legislature.
The road as run at present, does not
-erm to he able to properly develop
this rich section. A lease properly
safeguarded and to the right parties
wouli lie acceptable to me.”

Y. T. O-pjoml, Lawyer: “I hardly
know how to answer these questions
it this time. T had thought at one
time that it was better for the State
to lease the property and get out of
politics, but T realize that it is a very
valuable piece of property and is
daily enhancing in value, and if is
difficult to ascertain what it will be
worth in a lew years from now.
This section is dependent almost en-
tirely for its growth on the way this
road is operated, and were it to get
Into tiie hands of hostile parties who
have no real interest in this section
hs prosperity might he hindered. I
prefer for the Governor to settle this
question, rather than to leave it to
the Legislature, because he knows the
needs of this section of the State.”

E. M C am!,. Attorney: “I am in
favor of leasing the road, as I do not
believe that it is practical for the
government to operate a railroad. I
have enough confidence in Governor
Charles B. Aycock to leave the matter
of leasing to him.”

G. V. Cow «ier. Lawyer: “I believe
the road should be leased for as long
as it is operated by the State it will
be inevitably connected with politics,
though I believe the road is at its
‘high water’ mark now. and for that
reason the State should not be hasty
in disposing of it. I think it should
be left to the Governor to decide when
the road should be leased. ! know
that Governor Aycock has the interest
of this section at heart and will dis-
pose of it to the best advantage for
the State.”

J. T. Miilygetu*. Merchant: “T think
it would be a good thing for the road
and the people along the line if the
road should ho leased, fam perfect-
ly satisfied that Governor Aycock
will lease the road more* advantage-
ously than the Legislature.”

G. E. Komegay: “i think tiie road
should he taken out of the hands ofthe State. I would prefer for the
leasing to be loft to the General As-
sembly.”

•T* !’• Taylor, Treasurer Kinston.,Cot-
ton Mills: ‘‘lt has been my
opinion for a long time that
the road should be leased. I
am opposed to the government oper-
ating a railroad. I am satisfied that
the Governor and his Council would
lispose of the road to a great dealbetter advantage than if left tp the
leneral Assembly.”

\\. 11. Taylor, Kinston Cotton Mills:
I favor leasing the road. I do not

believe that itfcan be managed to tin
sest interests by politicians. 1 favor an
mrnediate lease by the Governor. Tiie
sooner the better.”

E. E. Pittman. Book-keeper Kinston
’otton Mills: “I believe the road
hould be leased. It would be better
or the community at large. I think
he Governor should it imme-

diately.”
H. E. Mosely, Hardware Dealer: ‘‘l

'hall be satisfied with any action the
Governor may take. He is in position
o know what is best.”

\\. 11. Cox, .Merchant: “Iam opposed
o the State operating the railroad

because it places the road in poii-
ics I think this question would be
>est settled by the General Assembly
is the matter can then be thoroughly
liscussed.”

R. C Strong, Cashier Bank of Kin-
don: [ think a lease is the proper
hing. It would he to the best inter-
¦st of the State, the stockholders and
he section it traverses. It has been
i signal failure for the past forty years
inder State control which wouldeem ample time to prove that a
hange should be made in the man-

igement. I believe that the best re-
mits will be had by the governor leas-
ng it as soon as possible.”

<’. I\ Harvey, Cashier Citizens Sav-
ing Bank, Kinston: ‘‘l have never
?iven this matter much thought, and
I do. not know how to answer this
question.”

S. L. straughn. Druggist: “I have
jot decided what is best for the road.”

Daniel T. Eduards. Editor Kinston
Vee Press: “I am inclined to think
hat a lease of the road would ba

best for ail concerned —a lease prop.
?rly safeguarded, containing guaran-
tees of necessary equipment and devel-
opment and a satisfactory rate of
rental. By means of such a lease t
believe that forces could be brought
to bear that would play a very con-
iderable part in the development o£

our section and State.
If the governor and his advisers are

satisfied with the offer. I favor their
disposal of the matter rather th;yi its
being left to tin* General Assembly. I
have implicit confidence in the judg-
ment of these men, and think a small
body can handle such questions better
than a large one.”

J. C. Wagner, City Alderman: 1
dm not vitally interested in the dis-position of the road.”

G. \Y. Kummerell, Wholesale Deal-er: “The road is improving very List
and continued improvement seem im-
minent . I believe that the road is now
getting in shape to pay dividends, and

w*th the same good management I see
reason for a change, and no reason

why it should not pay better operated
by the State than by any other par-
ses. No one wanted the road until
the present management placed it on
a paying basis. J do not think the
State could do better than to let it re-
main as it is. If there is a disposi-
tion to lease, it should not be done
hastily.”

B. \V. Cannady, Hardware: “Ihave
favored a lease on good terms for a
long while, as the railroad has to go
under the political changes it can not
he conducted profitably to the best in-
terests of the State and private stock-
holders. Very few dividends have
been paid, and they did not justify ihe
investment. I think the Governor
should dispose of this matter imme-
diately. He is a capable official and
has the confidence of our people.”

E. li. Hargett, Furniture Dealer:
“I am not in favor of a lease. I think
this question should be left to the Gen-
eral Assembly.”

diaries liagbv Farmer: “Ithink the
wisdom of the Legislature should de-
termine these questions. I do not be-
lieve it should be given to outsiders.
1 am sure that the present manage-
ment is the best ever had. I say: ‘Let
well enough alone.’ ”

J. T. Heath, Bookkeeper J. W.
Grainger: “I favor a lease just as
quick as possible to the highest bid-
der. 1 think it better for the State
and the stockholders.”

J. F. Hooker, Hardware: “I know
nothing about it. I feel that they are
trying to drive a lease.”

J. Stephenson Tull, Prop. Hotel Tull
“1 am thoroughly satisfied with the
present conditions.”

Dr. Henry Tull, Chairman Board of
County Commiss.oners:. ”1 favor a
lease of this road because the county

owns a large number ol the shares of
stock. This has paid nothing for sev-
eral years, and I believe that a judi-

cious lease would be of great bene-
fit to our county. It will enable us to
levy less taxes and thereby lighten
the burden on the people, i have im-
plicit confidence in Governor Aycock.
] have a high regard for him and I
would be willingfor this matter to be
left to his judgment.”

11. S. Harris, Attorney: “I favor a
lease on favorable terms. I jhink the
present operations are at a loss to the
State. This matter should, in my

opinion, be left open till the assem-
bling of the Legislature. At present,

political preference seem to be more
cons.dered than its success.”

T. J. Rouse, Mayor of Kinston: “1
have never thought that the Governor

should take the initiative in so import-

ant a matter as a lease of the rail-
roads in which the State owns a con-
trolling interest, until tiie matter has
been committed to him by the Legisla-
ture. I think that a lease of such val-

uable and important properties should
only be made after consideration by

the people, and, if made at all, then
under such restrictions and with such
provisions as shall be prescribed by

their representatives in the General
Assembly. Entertaining these views
I regretted the lease of the North
Carolina road by Governor Carr, which
dissipated the long cherished hope

of eastern Carolina of a through sys-

tem to the west, and I should have
been glad if our present distinguished
Governor had thought best to refer

tiie question of the lease of the Atlan-
ta- & North Carolina.

Whether the S|.ate should continue
to operate the A. & X. C. railroad is

a question of serious import to our
people, who are dependent largely
upon it for transportation facilities.
Under the administration of Governor
Aycock our section has enjoyed ex-
ceptionally favorable facilities—un-

questionably. in my opinion, the best
.ii the road’s history. This has meant
much to the people along the line,

and has been an important factor in
the remarkable material development
and industrial growth of this section.
It would be poor policy for the sake
of a comparatively small annual ren-
tal to place in joepardy the welfare of
the section traversed by the road.
Any percentage that has been named
is unimportant and insignificant to
the State at lafge, and particularly to
the people alon°- the line, when con-
considered in relation to the results
and evil consequences which might

flow from a hostile or indifferent
management. I shall view with con-
siderable solicitude as to its effect
upon our people a transfer of control
from the hands of the State. If it
shall be leased I trust that favorable
terms may be secured and that safe-
guards may be ir#posed guaranteeing
to its patrons at least as favorable fa-
cilities as those now enjoyed. For
nearly half a century the State has
controlled this property. The devel-
opment and growth of the east has at
last made it valuable property, and
there are many now who would con-
trol it. I trust that the State may not
lose its own.

B. E. Conley, Druggist: “The road
should he leased. T do not think the
present management is what it
should be. The lease should be made
by the General Assembly.”

J. A. McDaniel, City Alderman: “I
think it would be a, good thing to
lease the road if the State can secure
the proper parties who will extend
and improve the road, and who will
not jeopardize the interests of the
country through which it runs. I do
not see why it should be left to the
Legislature to decide.”

D. V. Dixon, Hardware Merchant:
“I am opposed to a. lease now. I
think wo should leave it for tiie Leg-

islature to determine.”
T. \Y. Mevvborn, Wholesale Jobber:

“T am. at . the present, opposed to
leasing the road. As a patron of the
road t prefer that the present man-
agement lie continued. I believe that

the State can place the road on a
paying basis.”

J. \V. Grainger, State's Proxy, Presi-
dent Kinston Chamber of Commence',
Chairman Lenoir County Democratic
Executive Committee: “I have been
opposed to the lease all the time until
recently, because the bids which have
been offered have been insignificant
to the value of the stock of the road,
but if it could be placed securely iri
the hands of parties who are inter-
ested in the growth and development
of Eastern Carolina and Beaufort har-
bor. anil if the lease had proper safe-
guards around it, why then I should
favor it. If it were leased out so
that the Slate and private stockhold-
er.-! could receive proper and right
dividends, then F could see absolutely
no objections to a. lease. There have
been wonderful changes and improve-

ments in this section during the past
few yeqrs, and it is not a. question of
whether the property is valuable, be-
cause it is known to be very valuable.
But considering the present circum-
stances in which the road is situated

1 could not sav whether it would
more profitable for the State to con-
tinue operating it or not. that de-

pending entirely upon the manage-

ment. I see no reason win the < <ov-
ernor should not act upon the ques-
tion and determine it ne*< week, it

strikes me that the Governor who is
« ... jfv, road, its con-more familiar with the

Qf
ditions ami this section

than the Legislature could possibly be,
| should settle it.”

TIIOIUGJI NEW BERN GLASSES.

I What People Think at the Offices and
Shops of The Road.

(Special to News and Observer.)

New Bern, N. C., Aug. 2.7.—Many
people hav
people here are extremely loath rr.
express their views, and some of those
who talk ar rataer reluctant to do so.
Thre is an altogether different senti-
ment here from what we found i»>

the line. Below are expressions of
opinion:

Joseph Gaskill. Merchant: ‘‘lam
not making any statement)”

P. A. Willis, Merchant: ‘‘l am op-
posed to lease. I do not believe it
wili Jo anything or anybody any good
to lease it except the lessees. I want
it to stay in the hands of the State
and private stockholders. I should
prefer for the Legislature to settle the
matter.”

11. Cannon, Manufacturer: ‘‘l am
opposed to lease because it might be
managed by lessees to be profitable to
themselves alone. 1 would not have
haste in its disposal. The Governor
and stockholders should decide the
matter.”

.1. 15. Ives, of George N. Ives & Son.
Merchants: “I am opposed to lease.
If outside parties get tim road their
interest is selfish rather than develop-
ment of this section. The Governor
and the stockholders are good enough
judges and the Legislature should not
interfere.*’

George X. Ives, Merchant: ‘‘l am
opposed to the lease of the road on
strictly business principles. Interests
of this section can be safeguarded only
by State control. The powerful growth
of this section in the last few years,
enhancing the value of the road, made
it the safest investment the State can
have. All interests would be better
controlled by ,tlie State than of a syn-
dicate not directly responsible to the
people. There is not a railroad in the
country out of politics, and the howl
that has been made on this point is
bosh. All railroads are great political
machines. The greatest mistake the
State could make would lie to lease it.
Governor Ayeock is fully competent to
dispose of the road and he being wise
and honest, wfll protect the interests
of the people of this section, and .1
do not believe under the circumstances
that he will lease it. It is well for
the people that the road is in politics
in a certain sense. The administration
of the road is directly responsible to
the people and the State, and if mis-
managed a howl is at once raised by
the opponents of the administration,
abuses are called to the attention of
the people, and such abuses are at
once corrected. If, on the other hand,
the road is in the hands of a syndicate,
who are not directly responsible to the
people, the same conditions might
arise that were once made farm us in
New York State by the remark ol Wm.
If Vanderbilt, then President of r New
York railroad, when remonstrated
with and asked: ‘What will the peo-
ple say?’ His reply was: ‘Dam the
people.’ Probably no matter has
come up of such vital interest to the
people of Eastern North Carolina, and
perhaps the whole State, as the dis-
posal of the Atlantic & North Caro-
lina Railroad, and I certainly hope
that Governor Aycoek will he prudent
and act wisely in this matter. He
certainly intends to do what is best.”

\V. A. Mclntosh, Manufacturer: ‘‘l

am in favor of a lease, and the sooner
it is out of the hands of politicians
the better. Governor Aycock an J the
stockholders ought to be competent to
manage the affair. The Legislature
should have nothing to do with it.”

Mr. I'lrielii Wholesale Grocer:. ”T
believe that it would be better to lease
the road. The matter should be dis-
posed of by the Governor.”

F. i'\ Matthews. Commission Mer-
chant: ‘‘lam very much opposed to
leasing the road. We should be in
danger of being ‘bottled up’ in this
section. The road is daily increasing
in value and doing excellent service.”

Ralph Gray, of Burrus & Gray,
Wholesale Merchants: “I certainly
think that the road should be leased.
I believe it would be for the best in-
terests of the road and the city of New
Bern. It is immaterial whether this
road is leased by the Legislature or by
the Governor.”

J. C. Whitty, Hardware Merchant:
“I have thought for business reasons
that the road should be taken out of
politics and therefore leased.”

L. 11. Cutler, Merchant: “I am a
stockholder in the road and it depends
entirely on the proposition submitted
as to how I stand on these questions.”

E. B. Ilack burn, Merchant: “I
think if the State can conduct the
road upon a business basis it is better

for the State to maintain control.”
A. T. Walsh, Merchant: ‘‘l do not

know anything about it.”
Albert Thomas. Merchant: ‘‘l fa-

vor leasing the road because it should
be taken out of governmental con-
trol.”

J. li. Duffy, Merchant: “I do not

know any reason why the road should
be leased.”

Dr. F. W. Hughes: ‘‘l favor a lease

to parties who will safeguard the in-

terests of this community.”
T Hollister, Merchant: ‘‘l am

not opposed to a lease, but. I should
prefer it to continue to be operated
by the State. We get excellent ser-
vice now, better than a lessee could
give us. Governor Aycock is capable
of managing the situation, but it
might he as well to leave it to the
Legislature.”

Louis Daniel, Stock Dealer: “I am
opposed to a lease. I think no service
can be as good to us as this the State
is giving us. It is unwise, since we
found the property worthless and
have made it valuable and profitable,
to give it away. It would be unfair
to put us fn this fix. 1 surely want, it
to continue to be operated by the
State. I endorse Foy’s sentiments
fully as were expressed in his publish-
ed article?”

J. B. Holland. Merchant: ‘‘lf the
shops shou'd be retained here I would
say lease the road. If not. I want
the State to retain its management.
My preference is for the State to con-
tinue the road’s operation. But I
want it out of politics. I nan trust
the governor with the matter as well
as the Legislature, and my judgment
is that he can decide upon the mat-
ter with more fairness.”

F. C. Bavfoot. Merchant: ‘‘l think
the road is at present on a paying
basis, and it’s a poor idea, to want to
lease it. I prefer for the State to
keep the road just as it. is. Good ser-
vice is given us, the road is profitable,

and that is aIJ that can be desired. 1

should think Governor Aycock and
the stockholders can act on the mat-
ter as well as the Legislature.”

J. F. Hutson. City Tax Collector:
‘‘l am in favor of a lease for the bet-
ter interest of the people will be had
by taking the management out of

politics. The lease should, of course,
work to the best interests of this sec-
tion. I think this lease should be
made by the Governor, as he is a
careful and conservative business
man.”

Sam R. Ball, Deputy Clerk Superior
Court: ‘‘l am opposed to leasing the
road. I see no reason why the road
should be leased.”

Deputy Sheriff Cox: ‘‘l think the
road should be leased to get it out of
politics. I think the Governor is the
proper party to negotiate the lease.”

Jarvis, 1). F., Merchant:. ‘‘lhave no
opinion in the matter, except that I
would like to see it out of politics.”

T. B. Kehoe: “I think it would be
a good thing for the road if it was
leased.”

Moi•sou, H. 8., (Wholesale Mer-
chant): “I think the road is run very
well, as it is, and I favor the State in
continuing control.”

W. J. Wallace, Prop. Chattawka
Hotel): “Ido not think the road
should be leased; I favor the State
keeping control of it.”

N. M. Harrow, Insurance: “I am not
exactly in favor of a lease for several
reasons. It would be better for the
Slate to retain control of the proper-
ty by reason that the property is in-
creasing in value, whicli indicates
that the worst days are over, and
good results of hard labor are at hand.
1 do not think Governor Aycock

.should decide the matter next week.
Governor Aycoek’s course has been de-
cided and admirable. It would be
best for the Legislature to act on it,
not because Aycock is not equal to the
emergency, but to give the people
time to think about their welfare.”

F. S. Duffy, Druggist:. “The pres-
ent management is very good and
suits me. A profitable lease would be
a good tiling, too. It is not material
to me whether Governor Aycock acts
next week or not.”

11. M. Groves. Banker and Mer
chant:. “Iam in favor of a lease, and
if it is a profitable lease I should pre-
fer it next week. A lease would make
it more advantageous to the stockhold-
ers. I am willing to trust Governor
Aycock with the entire matter.”

John Suter, Merchant: “I would
rather have it as they have it now,
unless they lease it to a good party,
and we don’t know anything about
that. The management is good, and I
see no need of a change. It is far
better than they used to have it. and
the people are satisfied with it, espe-
cially the merchants. I have the ut-
most confidence in our Governor and
believe he will do the right thing, and
I will be satisfied witli his decision. I
don’t think it is necessary for the
Legislature to act on it at ali.”

E. \Y. Smallwood, Merchant:. “I
think the leasing of the road would
be a leap into the dark. We have a
good road, know what it is and what
it’s worth. The merchants now use
it liberally, and it pays a good divi-
dend, and it continues to improve. It
is not to the advantage of the mti-
chants to have it leased, and if it is
leased freight right here will fall off
fifty per cent. This is what the mer-
chants and dealers say. I think Gov-i
ernor Aycock can manage it as well
as the Legislature can.”

J. M. Aronld, Livery: “I have no
interest in the affair . and don’t care
what they do with the railroad.”

\V. F. Rountree. Commission Mer-
chant: “Iam in favor of a lease. The
road is in politics, and I want to see

(Continued on Page Twelve.)
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28 Army Generals Send Letters of Endorsement To
The Inventor of the Great Catarrh Remedy, Pe-ru-na,

Brigadier-General King of Confederate
Army,

Writes: “Iunhesitatingly state that I
am convinced Peruna is a medicine that
will effect all the cures that is claimed
for its use.”—J. Eloyd King, Wash-
ington, I>. C.

General Smalls, Beaufort, S. C.,

Writes: “I have used Peruna for ca-

tarrhal trouble and find it beneficial
and to be all that it promises, and freely

give it my unqualified recommenda-

tion.”—Robert Smalls.

General Abbott, of Washington, D. C.,

Writes: “I am fully convinced that
your remedy Peruna is an excellent
tonic. Many of my friends have used it

with the most beneficial results for

coughs, colds and catarrhal trouble.”—

Ira C. Abbott, 906 M. St., X. W., Wash-
ington, D. C.

Captain Yarnell, of Washington, D. C.,

Writes: “Your medicine, Peruna, I be-
lieve to bo the best medicine for catarrh

on the market. 1 have taken only a

small amount, and can see very benefi-
cial results.”—W. G. Yarnell, 2322 Lin-
coln street, X. E., Washington, D. C.

General Mcßride of U. S. A.,

Writes: “I have no hesitation in rec-

ommending Peruna to all persons who
are afflicted with catarrhal troubles.”—
J. 1). Mcßride, 4f>o Pennsylvania Ave.,

X. W., Washington, D. C.

General Longstreet of the Confederate
Army,

Writes: “Ican testify to the merits of
Peruna, both as a tonic and a catarrh
remedy. Peruna enjoys the greatest
reputation as a catarrh remedy of any
medicine yet devised.”—James Long-
street, Gainesville, Ga.

General Noske of 0. V. U.,
Writes: “I commend Pernna to those

who are troubled with colds producing
catarrh as a most efficacious cure and as

a good general tonic.”—Chas. E. Xoske,
213 B. St., X. W., Washington, D. C.

General Erwin’s Recommend.
“Many of my friends have used Pe-

runa as a dyspepsia remedy with the
most beneficial results.” John B.
Erwin, Washington, D. C.

Brig.-General Schell Benefited.
“Peruna is indeed a wonderful tcnic,

and for coughs and colds I know of

nothing better.”—P. M. Schell, Wash-
ington, D. C.

General Duffield of the Union Army,
Writes: “1 have used Peruna in my
family and have found it a valuable
medicine, and take pleasure in recom-
mending it to all who suffer from ca-

tarrh of the stomach or who require a
tonic of efficiency.”—The Cairo, Wash-
ington, D. C.

General Butler of South Carolina,
Writes: “I can recommend Peruna for

dyspepsia and stomach trouble. I have
been using your medicine for a short
period and I feci very much relieved.
It is indeed a wonderful medicine be-

sides a good tonic.”—M. C. Butler.

Brigadier-General Kirby

Writes: “lean recommend Peruna to

all those who are afflicted with catarrh.”
General D. T. Kirby, Washington, v

D. C.

Gen. Powell, Hecker Post No. 443,

Writes: “After using one bottle of Pe-
runa I became convinced of its curative
qualities, and continued its use to date.
All symptoms of catarrh have disap-

-1 peared, yet I continue its moderate use
as a preventive, and an old man’s tonic.”
—W. 11. Powell, Belleville, 111.

fn®>

Gen. Sebring of the Confederate Army,
Writes: “lean cheerfully recommend
your valuable remedy Peruna as a very
excellent tonic, and also good for coughs,
colds, catarrh, and general debility.”—
W. H. Sebring, 133 W. 4th St., Jackson-
ville, Pla. >

General Lumax of Washington, D. C.,
Writes: “Ican cheerfully recommend
your remedy as a permanent and effec-

tive cure for catarrh, colds and to any
one who needs an invigorating tonic to
build up their system.”—L. L. Lumax,
1603 19th St., Washington, D. C.

Gen. Payne of Washington, D. C.,
Writes: “Ijoin with my comrades in
recommending Peruna to my friends as
an invigorating tonic to build up the
system.”—Gen,. Eugene B. Payne, 407

4th St., X. W., Washington, I). C.

General Talley of Pa., Vol. U. S. A.,
Writes: “Your Peruna lias been used

by me and my friends as a relief for ca-

tarrhal troubles with the most beneficial
results. 1 am so convinced of the efficacy
of Peruna that I do not hesitate to give
it my recommendation.”—Wm. Cooper
Talley, 713 D St., X. E., Washington,

ID. C.

General Bigelow Cured.
Gen. J. G. Bigelow, 151 C. St., X. W. t

Washington, D. C., writes:
“Peruna lias made me well and it has

given me more than ordinary strength
and spirit for work.”

Gen. o’Bclrne of Washington, D. C.,
Writes: “As many of my friends and
acquaintances have successfully used
your Peruna as a catarrh cure, I feel
that it is an effective remedy, and I rec-
ommend it as such to those suffering
from that disease as a most hopeful
source of relief.”—James R. OT.eirne,
290 Broadway, Washington, I). C.

General Chase, Ass’t Adj. Gcn’l, G. A. R.,
Writes: “The excellence of Peruna as
a cure or relief for catarrhal disturb-
ances is well established. Many of my
friends have been benefited by its use.”
—B. E. Chase, 28 Harrison St., Ana-
costia, D. C.

General S. S. Yoder of Ohio,
Writes: “I have found Peruna to be a
wonderful remedy. I only used it for a
short time and am thoroughly satisfied
as to its merits.”—S. H. Yoder, Wash-
ington, D. C.

General O’Conner of U. V. Legions,
Writes: “Ifyou an; suffering from ca-
tarrh or physical debility, immediately
commence the use of Peruna. It has
been of the greatest benefit and service
to many of my friends.” Dennis
O’Connor, 738 32nd St., X. W., Wash-
ington, D. C.

Gen. Wright of the Confederate Army,
Writes: “I take pleasure in recom-
mending Peruna. It is a remarkable
medicine and should be used by persons
who are in need of a good tonic and
by sufferers from catarrh.”—Marcus
Wright, 1724 Corcoran St., Washington,
D. C.

Gen. Hawley of Washington, D. C.,
Writes: “Ihave used Peruna and find
it very beneficial forkidney trouble and
especially good for coughs, colds and
catarrhal troubles.” —A. E. Hawley.

Gen. Urcll of Spanish War Veterans,
Writes: “Many of my friends have
used Peruna with beneficial results as
an effective remedy for catarrh.”—M.
Emmet Urell, 813 12th St., X. W., Wash-
ington, 1). C.

Other Army Generals who praise Pe-
runa are:

Brigadier-General Cook of Mash-
ington. D, C.

General Sypher of Washington, D. C.
General Middleton, Hancock Regl»

ment, U. V. U., M'ashington, D. C.
Ifyou do not derive prompt and satis-

factory results from the use of Peruna,
write at once to Dr. Hartman, giving a

fullstatement of 3 ourca.se and he will
: be pleased to give yen his valuable n.l-

--| vice gratis.
j Address Dr. Hartman, Preslu* m ot

I The Hartman Sanitarium. Columbus, o.
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