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A TRAIN CRASHES
THRO’ A TRESTLE

A Disaster at the Catawba River in Which Four

People Are Killed and Thirty-Five
Injured.

WRECKED BY DESIGN?"

The Passenger, No. 41. Had Scarcely

Gone Down in a Mass of Splintered

Wood and Iron When a Light Freight

Closely Following Piled in a Pyramid

of Ruin Above—Evidence of a Mali-

cious Attempt to Derail the Train.

(Special to News and Observer.)
Monroe, N. C., Sept. 9.—A terrible

disaster befell Seaboard train No. 41 at

Cataw'ba river twenty-five miles south

of this point about 2 o'clock this morn-

ing.*
This is a local passenger train run-

ning from Monroe to Atlanta, and left

here at 12:30 o’clock last night. The
train was in charge of Conductor R.
T. West and Engineer G. H. Meares.

Just after crossing the Catawba

bridge and while the train was yet on

the trestlework leading from the
bridge the structure gave away, letting

the engine down about .
twenty or

thirty feet, all the coaches falling in a
inass. behind it. The flagman was too
badly injured to get out and protect
Ins train; consequently it was but a
few minutes before a second disaster.
A freight train following closely

dashed upon the ill-fated passenger,
the cars piling up in heaps.

Up to the present four dead bodies
have been taken from tin; wreckage,
including Engineer Barksdale, of the
freight train, and the colored fireman
of the passenger.

The intelligence of this sad affair
was promptly telegraphed from Ca-
tawba junction to Monroe and an
emergency train at once hurried to the

scene of disaster, having on board a
good force of surgeons and nurses,
who at once administered to the wants
ol the injured during the night.

The Head and Injured.

Early this morning the dead and in-
jured were brought here, the dead
bodies to be embalmed and prepared
for shipment to their homes. The in-
jured were placed in the Monroe-Stew-
art Sanitarium where their injuries
are being carefully looked after.

It is heart-rending to hear the
story told by some of the survivors of
their, thrilling experience. The fol-
lowing is a list of the dead:

Engineer E. Y. Barksdale, of Ab-
beville. S. C.

Fireman Ed. Roberts, colored, of At-
lanta, Ga.

Mrs. T. F. Black, Nicholas, Ivy.
A lady, whose name as yet has not

been discovered.
The injured are: Mrs. Jas. Clay.

Oakland, Term., fractured jaw; T. C.
Jerome, Atlanta, Ga., badly bruised;
Mrs. Jerome, shoulder and head badly
injured; Dr. Edwards Banks, Athens.
Ga., back injured; Mrs. Hubert
Maitland, Fla., left leg badly crushed
lut amputated this morning; Alex
Smith, White Oak, S. Andrew
Greene, S. C.; Arthur Brewer, McCor-
mick, S. C.; V. S. Flerby, the Pullman
porter, slightly injured.

Every possible measure has been
taken by our people to make it as
comfortable as possible for the unfor-
tunates, and there is a gloom cast over
«>ur entire city today. The coroner’s
jury is now on the scene making some
investigation.

It will be several days before traf-
fic can be opened up. In the mean-,
time the passengers will detoured via
Southern Railway.

Who the Unknown Is
I.atciv—A telegram from Thos. Mc-

Manus identified the lady killed in
last night’s wreck, as 'Mrs. Thomas
McManus. Wilmington, N. C. Her hus-
band will arrive tonight. Mrs. Hubert
Maitland, whose leg has been run pc. lot-
ted, is resting easy.* A small child,
eleven months old, was the only per-
son to escape uninjured.

The wreck has cast a gloom over the
entire city. Both train crews wer*
from Monroe, and excitement ran high
as the dead and wounded were being
hauled in this morning.

Mr. T. F. Black, of Kentucky, wah
the first to inform the outside work';
of the disaster. After finding his wife
dead he walked to the next station,

broke open the telegraph office and
wired to Monroe about the terrible
calamity. He is now lying woundet*
in the hotel, while his wife is a corpse
in the hands of the undertaker.

SECOND STORY OF THE WRECK.

Evidence of a Malicious Purpose to

Derail the Train.

(By the Associated Press.)

Portsmouth, Va., Sept. 9.—Shortly
after one o’clock this morning train
No. 41 on the Seaboard Air Line Rail-
road, consisting of an express car. a
mail car, two day coaches and a
Pullman sleeper, was derailed on a
trestle just south of the Catawba
river, South Carolina, and twenty-
two miles southwest of Von roe. N. C.,
followed by the wreck of a light en-
gine and caboose, resulting in the
death of four persons and the in-
juring of thirty-five others. The
killed are: Engineer E. Y, Barks-

DIES FORJSSAULT
Jesse Allen, Negro, Hang-

ed in Granville County

Jail Yard.
(Special to News and Observer.)

Oxford, N. C., Sept. 9.—The execu-
tion of Jesse Allen took place this
morning in the corridor of Granville
county jail. Sheriff Howard, Deputy
C. IT. Turner, Dr. S. D. Booth, Dr. Can-
nady, three ministers, about twenty-

five citizens and Capt. Devin, with
twelve members of the Granville Grays
witnessed the hanging.

Allen dressed himself and ate his
breakfast with relish. A few minutes
before leaving his cell he told Deputy
Turner that his act was. “the works ol
the devil in him.” He showed no sign
of excitement or nervousness, ascend-
ed the steps of the scaffold unassisted
and stood erect while the rope and
cap were adjusted.

When asked if he had anything to
say, he replied: “I want you ail to
meet me in heaven.” The black cap
was placed over his face by Deputy
Turner and the trap sprung by Sheriff
Howard at 10:37 o’clock, the drop be-
ing five feet, eight inches. He was
pronounced dead at 10:47. His neck
was not broken and death was caused
by strangulation.

This is the first public hanging in
Oxford in seventeen years. A large
crowd gathered around the jail, but

SPREJILLSTIRS 'EM
In Wilkes Democratic

Elector Wins Cheers
and Votes.

(Special to News and Observer.)
North Wilkesboro, N. C., Sept. 9.-—,

Wednesday night u magnificent au-
dience greeted Hon. Frank S. Spruill,
of Louisburg, Democratic Elector, and
Hon. W. C. Newland. candidate for
Congress in the Eighth district.

Over 350 people greeted the speak-
ers and in the audience were man
Republicans wlu> after the splendid
address of Mr. Spruill declared that
they were not going to vote tos
Roosevelt.

Mr. Newland was not well, and
simply made the announcement of hi*
candidacy. This threw the bulk ot
the speaking on Mr. Spruill, and he
rose to the occasion, lie is a magnifi-
cent speaker, eloquent and logical, and
he swept his audience with him as ha
presented fact after fact. He
cheered to the echo by his audience.

Mr. Spruill in his remarks dea'-l
almost entirely with the danger In
volvecl in the possible election of
Roosevelt. He portrayed his charac-
teristics, showed him unmindful of
law and Constitutional restraints, tem-
pestuous. erratic and utterly unrelia-
ble as the President of this great na-
tion.

Mr. Spruill was splendidly received.
Wilkes is regarded as the home of Re-

A TREATY SIGNED i
Probably Thibet Will Buy

Her Tea Where John
Bull Directs.

(By the Associated Press.)
Liassa, Sept. 7, via Gyantse, Sept.

9.—Colonel Younghusband, head of

the British mission and the Thibetan
officials signed a formal treaty today

in the apartments of the Dalia Mala
at Portala. The ceremony was sim-

ple and was conducted amid quaint
and picturesque surroundings. The
terms of the treaty were ready out
only in the Thibetan language and
its details will be published later by
the oreign Office at Simla. The pro-
ceedings closed with a short speech
by Colonel Younghusband. The ad-
ministration is now carried on by a
council of regency. It is believed

that the Tashi Lama will eventually
be recognized as the supreme religi-
ous head.

Arrangements for the return of the
British mission are complete.

It has been stated authoritatively
that Thibet’s failure to buy tea from
Ceylon as stipulated in a treaty with j
Great Britain, and quarrels arising in
consequence of such treaty violation
finally culminated in Colonel Young-
husband’s expedition. An English
statesman well expressed the matter
when ha said that the whole thing
was a squabble over a cup of tea.

TRIAL OF THE WHITE BROTHERS

Testimony of Witnesses for the State

is Being Taken.

(Special to News and Observer.)
Salisbury, N. C., Sept. 9.—After em-

panelling the jurors to sit in the cele-
brated case against Thomas and Chal-
mers White, the two brothers now on
trial here charged with murdering
Russell Sherrill, the taking of evidence
began today. The defendants, who are
guests at a leading hotel here, appear
jin court calm and composed. Hon. C.
*B. Watson is conducting the examina-
tion for the defence, while Solicitor
Hammer and Hon. R. B. Glenn appear
for tiie State.

All of the parties connected with
the case on either side have proven
good characters, including Miss Annie
White, a niece of the defendant, on
account of whom Sherrill was killed.

Among the important witnesses in-
troduced by the State was Mrs. Jose-
phine Sherrill, mother of the slain
young man. Her testimony was con-
sidered quite damaging to the Whites.
She made a good witness. States wit-
nesses swore that the brothers had
said Sherrill would marry their niece
or die, or words to that effect.

Chalmers .White was placed on the
stand this afternoon when a question
arose vas to the admission of certain
evidence. The jury was then taken
from the court room and court ad-
journed until Saturday.

Throngs of interested spectators are
in attendance.

Air. William Houser, a tinner, fell
from the new graded school building
here today, forty feet to the ground.
He was seriously cut about the head
and arms.

Stone cutters in the employe of J. C.
McCanless at Dunn Mountain, Rowan
county, went on strike today on ac-
count of a colored blacksmith being
employed to sharpen tools.

TRIO OF TRAIN WRECKERS.

Arrest of the Three by Detectives—
Report that Two Have Confessed.

(By the Associated Press.)
Roanoke, Ya„ Sept. 9.—The Bald-

win Dotectiv*e Agency of Roanoke, to-
'day captured Joe Fuquin, “Major”

Guthrie and Rowland Gerst. three
negroes wanted for attempting to
•wreck a passenger train on the South-
ern Railway at a point near South
Boston, Va., some time ago. The
men were arrested near the scene of
the attempted wreck and a telegram
received here this evening from a, de-
tective is to the effect that Guthrie
and Gerst have confessed. The men
wepe placed in jail at. South Boston,
after a preliminary hearing, at which
they were sent on to the grand jury.

Coffined Skeleton Cast l'p by the Sea.

(By the Associated Press.)

Newport News, Va., Sept. 9.—A
coffin containing the dry bones of a
human skeleton was cast up by the
sea near Salters Creek, in Hampton

Roads today. The casket was deliv-
ered to the Elizabeth City county po-
lice Lv J. H. Barnes, a fisherman.
An investigation is being made by the
county authorities. Circumstances
and the condition of the casket indi-
cate that it was thrown overboard
from a vessel outside the Virginia
capes a week ago or more.

DEMOC RATIC HAND-BOOK.

Issued Yesterday it Is a Strong and
Valuable Presentation of The

d’a use of Democracy.

The North Carolina Democratic
Hand-Book was issued yesterday, an 3
copies of it are being sent out over
the State.

It is a valuable book, filled with the

material for campaign purposes and
for presenting the Democratic cause,
backed by the facts and the figure*.

In it will be found articles upo"

every phase which may develop in thq
campaign. .The platforms of both,'
Democratic and Republican parties
are printed, and the record of the two
parties from the close of the war t<\
the present time are recited and. con-
trasted.

The book is a valuable contribution
to the Democratic cause. It will re-|
pay perusal from cover to cover ten*
fold.

A jolly man always finds himself
In good company.

’
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not the least excitement was manifest-
ed anywhere about the town.

The crime for which Allen suffered,
the extreme penalty of the law was a.
criminal assault upon Jennie Oakley,
white, the little ten-year-old daughter
of M. P. Oakley. He was tried on the
sth of last August and found guilty.
Sentence was pronounced upon him
the next day.

J. S. SPENCER, BANKER. DEAD.

One of the Great Factors in Char-
lotte's Financial Life Passes

Away.

(Special to News and Observer.)
Charlotte, N. C.. Sept. 9.—J. S.

Spencer, one of the most prominent
citizens of this city, died this after-
noon after a short illness. Mr.

President J, S. Spencer.

Spencer was president of the Com-
mercial National Bank, vice-president
of the Highland Park Manufacturing
Company, president of the Henrietta
Mills, the Florence Mills, at Forest
City and was interested in a number
of other important business enter-
prises.

The rolling stock of the Atlantic &
Carolina road is to be repainted and
the name changed. Where the name
Atlantic & North Carolina Railroad
now is on the letter board, will be
Howland Improvement Co., Lessee,

and below the belt rail, the No. and
A. & N. C. Div.—New Bern Journal.

One of the hardest things to find in
this world is a friend who isn't hard
up at the same time you aro.

publicanism and to have won uproar-
ous applause as did. Mr. Spruill is a
great feat. lie is winning votes for
Democracy wherever he speaks.

It is regared as absolutely certain
that Newland will reduce the Repub-
lican majority here.

Total Movement of Cotton.

(By the Associated Press.)

New York, Sept. 9.—The following
statistics on the movement of cotton
for tlie week ending Friday, Septem-
ber 9th, were compiled by the New
York Cotton Exchange

Weekly movement —

Port, receipts 131.644 37,115

Ooverland to mills and
Canada 4.616 33,50 0

Southern mill takings
(estimated) 25,000 20.000

Gain of stock at inte-
rior towns 17,153 8,369

Brought into sight for
the week 178,413 65,8 <2

Total crop movement —

Port Receipts 154,495 41,365

Overland to mills and
Canada ..

5,501 4,*>00
Southern mill takings

(estimated) 26,000 28,000
Stock at interior towns

in excess of Sept. 1. 17,153 9,425

Brought into sight
thus far for season. 203,149 79,225-

Cotton Receipts.

(By the Associated Press.)
New York. Sent. 9.—The following

are the total net receipts of cotton
at all ports, since September Ist:

Galveston 77,963; New Orleans 7,-

690; Mobile 2,735; Savannah 52.901:
Charleston 5,235; Wilmington 1,717;
Norfolk 3,140; Baltimore 137; Bos-
ton 179; Brunswick 3,000; Pensacola
51. Total 154,478 bales.

"""Comparative Cotton Statement.

New York, Sept. 9.—For the week
ending Friday, September 9, 1904: Net
receipts at all U. S. ports during week
131 616; net receipts at all U. S. ports

same week last year 34,525: total re-
ceipts since September Ist 154,478;

tetel receipts to same date last year

38,759; exports for the week 68,362*
exports for same week last year 13,-
068; total exports since September Ist
91 717’ total exports same date last
year 17.4.63: stock at all United
States ports 145,704: stock at all Lot-
ted States ports same time last year

145H7- stock at all interior towns

73,023;’5t0ck at all interior towns

same time last year 15,418; stock at
Liverpool same time last year -OJ. H.O

stock of American afloat fojr Ori cat

Britain same time last yeai Ij,COJ.

QYAMA’S TROOPS
ABANDON EFFORT

Worn Out, Unable to Head
Off the Foe.

OUTPOSTS IN TOUCH

But so Desperately Weary Are the

Japanese and Russians That They

Are Not Even Exchanging

Shots-Kurapatkin's Ar-

rival at Mukden.

(By the Associated Press.)
St. Petersburg, Sept. 10.— (Satur-

day.)—l:so a. m.—lt seem to be defi-
nitely established that Field Marshal
Oyarna's tired troops practically aban-

doned on Wednesday the attempt to

head off General Kuropatkin and the
latter’s army has arrived safely at
Mukden, after frightful experiences,
coming through mud and mire over
the Mandarin road.

Some descriptions of the scenes .
along the line of’ retreat are almost
incredible. Tell how the men lay
down in the mud and slept in a
drenching rain and without shelter.

It is evident that the last deter-
mined effort of the Japanese to bring
Kuropatkin to bay was made on
Tuesday, but the Russian commander-
in-chief faced about and two corp 3
with artillery beat off the Japanese
while the remainder of the troops con-
ned the march to Mukden. After that
the Japanese could only hang on to ,
the slangs and try to shell the retreat-
ing columns from the hills.

The outposts are still in contact but
they are not even exchanging shots.

An Assoicated Press dispatch from
Mukden describes the horrible plight
of the tentless and shelterless soldiers.

The detailed statement of Russian
which it is promised will be issued,
Saturday is awaited with intense in-
terest The general expectation is tha*
the losses will approximate 29,0 fad
against 30,000

The work of burying the dead was
left to the Japanese who were forced
to attempt the task as a matter of
self- provsions
self: preservation, but it was almost
impossible. The awful rains hav*

handicapped the work of creation on
which the Japanese relied and only
shallow trench burials were possible
under the circumstances. Not only i<j
this work on of the greatest difficulty,
but it is almost valueless from rvsanL
tary point of view, the storms undoing
it soon after it is accomplished.

The care of the wounded has taxed
the hospitals to the utmost. One cor-
respondent says that 12,000 wounded
had passed through the Mukden hos-
pitals to Sunday, and only the mosl
severe cases could he attended To hyj
the nurses and surgeons. Many there-
fore, had to the rought It but well,
meant care of their comrades.

All Quiet at Mukden.

Mukden, Sept. 9.—12:30 a. m.—All
continues quiet at Mukden. All anxiety
regarding the Russian transport is
over. The Japanese have crossed the

• Sliakhe and are now resting with only
the Rusian and Japanese outposts in
direct contact. Thousands of wound-
ed are being sent north.

POSSIBLY FIFTY THOUSAND.

Enormous Losses—JJao Yang Recalls
the Sanguinary Battles of tho

Civil War.

Mukden, Wednesday, Sept. 7, via
Pekin, Sept. 9.—A correspondent of
the Associated Press who has just
returned to Mukden with the Rus-
sians, accompanying the army the
whole time since the battle of Liao
Yang, says the losses on both sides
were enormous. As a moderate esti-
mate he places them at fifty thous-
and. He confirms the report that
the fighting at Liao Yang recalled in
fierceness the sanguinary battles of
the American Civil War. General
Kuroki’s flank movement east of the
Russian position precipitated the re-
treat from Liao Yang. When the
Russians left Liao Yang the town
was strefn with corpses of the slain.
The Japanese shell fire continued un-
til September 4th, when the bridges
over the Taitse were destroyed. The
Russians admit that their position at
Liao Yang were too extended for
their army to hold. The grater por-
tion of the Russian forces crossed the
taitse during the night of September
2 and engaged General Kuroki with
two corps. The fighting on tho first
day was favorable to the Russians,
but the conditions changed at night
time. The Russian infantry suffer-
ed heavily from shrapnel and rifle
fire. The fight was continued Sep-
tember 3rd and September 41 h. the
Russians successfully protecting the
east side of the railroad. When the
Japanese approached Yentai they im-

| mediately commenced to attack it.
The Russian transport began to re-
treat at midnight September 4 and
was attacked three miles from Yen-
tai on the morning of September 5
along the Mukden road. The Rus-
sians pushed out two corps and much
artillery to protect their right Hank.
The condition of the roads rendered
the retreat slow and the troops and

’ horses were tired out. The Japanese
seemed to lack enterprise and failure
to recognize the serious situation of

. the Russians, the morals of their
troops having been severely tried.

A Japanese army of 40,000 men is
reported to be west of Mukden, and it
is considered likely in view of the

» condition of the two armies that hos-
tilities may be indefinitely prolonged
unless the Japanese are able to push
oa and force the Russians to give
battle.

dale, Abbeville, S. C.: Fireman Ed.
Roberts, (colored) Atlanta, Ga.; Mrs.
Black and an unknown woman.

The injured: Mrs. James Clay,
Oakland, Tenn., fractured jaw; T.
C. Jerome, Atlanta, shoulder and’
head injured; Dr. Edward Banks,
Athens, Ga., back injured; Mrs.
Sidney Hubert, Maitland. Fla., foot
amputated, may die; Mrs. Jerome
Silvey, Atlanta, bruised; G. W. Hin-
son, Lennox, Ga.. jaw injured; Tom
Mitchell (colored), brakeman, Abbe-
ville, S. C.. hand and shoulder in-
jured; Pink Carpenter, Monroe. N.
C., porter, head and body injured.

The following are slightly hurt:

V. S. Elerby. Atlanta (colored) Pull-

man porter); J. G. Turner. Atlanta,
Pullman conductor; G. H. Meares,

Monroe. N. C.. engineer; J. Duncan,
Abbeville, brakeman; H. H. Chap-

man, Abbeville. S. C.. conductor; G.
H. Davis. Atlanta, express messenger;
W. Fairman. Atlanta, mail clerk; It.

T. West, Monroe. N. C., conductor; B.
F. Meadow, address unknown; F. C.
Topleman, address unknown: Thos.

C. Horton, unknown; Mr. .
un-

known; Robert Siegler. address un-
known, and Mollie • Griffin, address

unknown.

A number of colored laborers also
were slightly hurt.

At the offices of the Seaboard Air

Line in this city, it was stated that
immediately after the receipt of the

news ofthe accident a special train
with wrecking outfit and doctors

started from Monroe to the scene of

the wreck. The dead and injured

were brought back to Monroe.

J. M. Barr, first vice-president and
general manager of the road, said to r

lay that there was evidence of a ma-
I lieious attempt to wreck the train, a
number of rail joints have been found
disconnected.

He gave the following details;

“Train No. 41 was in charge of Con-
ductor Richard West and of Engineer,
Gaston Mears. The wreck occurred
about one o'clock this morning at the

trestle just south of Catawba river.
South Carolina, and twenty-two mile:*
southwest of Monroe, N. C. The en-
gine passed over the trestle and went
down the embankment, Willing the

colored fireman. Ed. Roberts, and se-

riously injuring Engineer Gaston
Mears. light engine and caboose,

running as No. 19. in charge of Con-
ductor Chapman and Engineer E. Y.
Barksdale, which train was passed by
No. 41 a short distance east of the
point where the accident occurred
went into the damaged trestle and
on the passenger train, resulting in tRo
death of the engineer of No. 19, the
fireman of the passenger train and « |

Mrs. Black and an unknown lady pas-
senger. Two Pullman employes, six
railway employes, one mail clerk, ono
Southern Express Company envpioyq
and twenty-three passengers were in-
jured.

THE DETAILS IN FULL.

Engineer Felt ihc Trestle Sinking as
The Engine Rushed Over.

(By the Associated Press.)

Charlotte, N. C., Sept. 9.—Thd
wrecked train was running about 4U

miles an hour when the trestle, which
is about 300 feet long, spanning a
meadow near the Catawba river gav*

way. The engine and some of the
cars passed over, but were drawn
backward into the abyss an I upon
the other cars, a light engine and ca-
boose, piling in on top of the train
of wreckage before it could be flagged.

Gaston Hears, the engineer of the
passenger train, escaped with somt.
bruisgs and a painful scalp wound.
How he escape?! death is beyond hi i
own or any one else's comprehension.
He said that he was driving at the
rate of forty miles an hour as h#
crossed the bridge. Just before the
engine had swept* entirely clear o*
the structure, he felt it sinking, I>U<

4

the impetus carried the engine an t
all the cars across except the first
class passenger car and the Pullman
clear of the yawning gulf which was
left when half the bridge collapsed,
but the engine and cars were swerved
from their course to the right, tear-
ing the rail loose from its fastenings
and hurling the entire train upside
down over an embankment to tho
meadow, about thirty feet below.

When the train went crashing ovef,
the embankment, every light went out,

passengers were thrown heads over,

heels, against the sides of the coaches,
bleeding and bruised Mrs. Black, sit-
ting with her husband, gave a short
cry and when he managed to strike,
a match and find her body, he dis-
covered that she was dead, her neck
having been broken. She was the
only passenger killed, or even hurt
seriously.

The Wreck of the Freight.
As the scrambling and snouting

went on in the darkness, about the
noises, a brakeman, with his head half
way out of a window was heard to
shout; “My God, the freight train
is coming upon us"

In less than a minute the freight,
which had left Monroe fifteen minutes
after the paesenger came whizzing
along the tracks, struck the open
space where* tho bridge had fallen and
plunged its way through the passen-

i ger cars The woman whose identity
j could not be discovered, then met her
death, the freight engine having

! crashed through the side of that pas-
' (Continued on Page Five.)


