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(By the Associated Press.)
Washington, D. C., Dec. 6.—The an-

nual message of the President to Con-

gress was read in both Houses today.
The text of this document follows:
To the Senate and House of Represen-

tatives:

The nation continues to enjoy note-
worthy prosperity. Such prosperity is
of course primarily due to the high

individual average of our citizenship,
taken together with our great natural
resources; but an important factor
therein is the working of our long

continued governmental policies. The
people have emphatically expressed
their approval of the principles under-
lying these policies, and their desire
that these principles be kept substan-
tially unchanged, although of course
applied in a progressive spirit to meet
changing conditions.

Caution Against Extravagance.
The enlargement of scope of the

functions of the national government
reejuir* d by our development as a na-
tion involves, of course, increase of
expense; and the period of prosperity
tltrough which the country is passing
justifies expenditures for permanent
improvements tar greater than would
be wise in hard times. Battleships
and forts, public buildings, and im-
proved waterways are investments
which should be made when we have
the money; but abundant revenues and
a large surplus always invite extrava-
gance, and constant care should be
taken to guard against unnecessary in-
crease of the ordinary expense of
government. The cost of doing gov-
ernment business should be regulated
iwth the same rigid scrutiny as the
cost of doing a private business.

Capital and Inbor.

In the vast and complicated mech-
anism <|f ourmtodefn ‘civilized L fe the
dominaht note is the note of indus-
trialism; and the relations of cap-
ital and labor, and especially of or-
ganized capital and organized labor,
to each other and to the public at
large come second In importance only
to the intimate questions of family

life. Our peculiar form of govern-

ment. with its sharp division of au-
thority between the nation and the
several States, has been on the whole

far more advantageous to our devel-
opment than a more strongly central-
ized government. But it is undoubted-
ly responsible for much of the diffi-

culty of meeting with adequate legis-

lation the new problems presented by
the total change in industrial condi-
tions on this continent during the last
half century. In actual practice it has
proved exceedingly difficult, and in
many .cases impossible, to get unan-
im ty of wise action among the various
States on these subjects. From the
very nature of the case this is espe-
cially true of the laws affecting the
employment of capital in huge masses.

With regard to labor the problem

is no less important, but it is simpler.
As long as the States retain the pri-
mary control of the police power the
circumstances must be altogether ex-
treme which require interference by
the Federal authorities, whether in the
way of safeguarding the rights of la-
bor or in the way of seeing that
wrong is not done by unruly persons
who shield themselves behind the
name of labor. If thei-e is resistance
to the Federal courts, interference
with the mails, or interstate com-
merce, or molestation of Federal prop-
erty, or if the State authorities in
some crisis which they are unable to
filce call for help, then the Federal
government may Interfere; but though
such interference may be caused by a
condition of things arising out of
trouble connected with some question
of labor, the interference itself simply
takes the form of restoring order
without regard to the questions which
have caused the breach of order —for
to keep order is a primary duty and
in a time of disorder and violence all
other questions sink into abeyance
until order has been restowed, the
District of Columbia and in the terri-
tories the Federal law covers the en-
tire field of government; but the labor
question is only acute in populous cen-
ters of commerce, manufactures, or
mining. Nevertheless, both in the en-
actment and in the enforcement of
law the Federal government within its
restricted sphere should set an exam-
ple to the State governments, espe-
cially in a matter so vital as this af-
fecting labor. I believe that under
modern industrial conditions it is of-
ten necessary, and even where not ne-
cessary it is yet often wise, that there
should be organization of labor in or-
der better to secure the rights of the
individual wage-worker. All encour-
agement should be given to any such
organization, so long as it is conducted
with a due and decent regard for the'

rights of others. There ore in this'
country some labor unions which have
habitually, and other labor unions!
which have often, been among the ;
most effective agents in working for!
good citizenship and for uplifting the;
condition of those whose welfare |
should be closest to our hearts. But
when any labor union seeks improper
ends, or seeks to achieve proper ends
by improper means, all good citizens
and more especially all honorable pub-
lic servants must oppose the wrong-
doing as resolutely as they would op-
pose the wrongdoing of any great cor-
coration. of course any violence, bru-
tality. or corruption, should not for
one.moment be tolerated. Wage-work-
ers have an entire right ro organize
and by all peaceful and honorable
means to endeavor to persuade their
fellows to join with them in organiza-
tions, They have a legal l ight, which,
according to circumstances, may or
may not be a moral right, to refuse to
work in company with men who de-
cline to join their organizations. They j
have under no circumstances the right !
to commit violence upon those,
whether capitalists or wage-workers,
who refuse to support their organiza-
tions, or who side with those with
whom they are at odds: for mob rule
is intolerable in any form.

Employer's Liability l^aw.

The wage-workers are peculiarly
entitled to the protection and the en-
couragement of the law. From the
very nature of their occupation rail-
road men, for instance, are liable to

be maimed in doing the legitimate
work of their profession, unless the
railroad companies are required by

law to make ample provision for their
safety The administration has been
zealous in enforcing the existing law
for this purpose. That law should be
amended and strengthened. Wherever
the national government has power

I there should be a stringent employ-
ers liability law, which should apply
to the government itself where the
government is an employer of labor.

In my message to the Fifty-seventh
Congress, at its second.session, I urged

the passage of an employer’s liability
law for the District of Columbia. I
now renew that recommendation, and
further recommend that the Congress

appoint a commission to make a com-
prehensive study of employers’ liabil-
ity with the view of extending the pro-
visions of a great and constitutional
law to all employments within the
scope of Federal power.

Medals of Honor.
The government has recognized he-

roism upon the water, and bestows
medals of honor upon those persons
who by extreme and heroic daring
have endangered their lives in saving,

or endeavoring to save, lives from the
perils of the sea in the waters over
which the United States has jurisdic-
tion, or upon an American vessel. This
recognition should be extended to
cover cases of conspicuous bravery
and self-sacrifice in the saving of life
in private employments under the jur-
isdiction of the United States, and par-
ticularly in the land commerce of the
nation.

Prevention of Railroad Accidents.
The ever-increasing casualty list

upon our railroads is a matter of grave
concern, and urgently calls for action
by the Congress. In the matter of

speed and comfort of railway travel

our railroads give at least as good ser-
vice as those of any other nation, and
there is no reason why this service
should not also be as safe as human
ingenuity can make it. Many of our
leading roads have been foremost in
the adoption of the most approved
safeguards for the protection of trav-
elers and employees, yet the list of

clearly avoidable accidents continues
unduly large. The passage of a law
reouirmg the adoption of a block-sig-
nal system has been proposed to the
Congress. I earnestly concur in that
recommendation, and would also point
out to the Congress the urgent need of
legislation in the interest of the public
safety limiting the hours of labor for
railroad employees in train service
upon railroads engaged in interstate
commerce, and providing that only

trained and experienced persons can
be employed in positions of responsi-
bility connected with the operations of
trains. Os course nothing can ever
prevent accidents caused by human
weakness or misconduct; and there
should be drastic punishment for any
railroad employee, whether officer or
man, who by issuance of wrong orders
or by disobedience of orders causes
disaster. The law of 1901, requiring
interstate railroads to make monthly
reports of all accidents to passengers
and employees on duty, should also be

amended so as to empower the gov-
ernment to make a personal investi-
gation, through proper officers, of all

accidents involving loss of life which

seem to require investigation, with a
requirement that the results of such
investigation be made public.

The safety-appliance law, as amend-
ed by the act of March 2, 1903, has
proved beneficial to railway employees,

and in order that its provisions may
be properly carried out. the force of
inspectors provided for by appropria-
tion should be largely increased. This
service is analogous to the Steamboat-
Inspection Service, and deals with even
more important interests. It has pass-
ed the experimental stage and demon-
strated its utility, and should receive
generous recognition by the Congress.

1 here is no objection to employees
of the government forming or belong-
ing to unions; but the government can
neither discriminate for nor discrimi-
nate against non-union men who are
in its employment, or who seek to be
employed under it. Moreover, it is a
very grave impropriety for govern-
ment employees to band themselves
together for the purpose of extorting
improperly high salaries from tlie
government. Especially is this true
of those within the classified service.
The letter carriers, both munic'pal and
rural, are as a whole an excellent bod>
of public servants. They should be
amply paid. But their payment must
be obtained by arguing their claims
fairly and honorably before the Con-
gress, and not by banding together for
the defeat of those Congressmen who
refuse to give promises which they can
not in conscience give. The adminis-
tration has already taken steps to pre-
vent and punish abuses of this na-
ture; but it will be wise for the Con-
gress to supplement this action by leg-
islation.

Much can be done by the govern-
ment in labor matters merely by giv-
ing publicity to certain conditions. The
Bureau of Labor has done excellent
work of this kind in many different
directions.

Bureau of Labor.
I shall shortly lay before you in a

special message the full report of the
investigation of the Bureau of Labor
into the Colorado mining strike, as
this is a strike in which certain very
evil forces, which are more or less at
work everywhere under the conditions
of modern industrialism, became
startling prominent. It is greatly to
be wished that the Department of

Commerce and Labor, through the La-
bor Bureau, should compile and ar-
range for the Congress a list of the
labor laws of the various States, and
should be given the means to investi-
gate and report to the Congress upon
the labor conditions in the manufac-
turing and mining regions throughout

the country, both as »o wages, as to

hours of labor, as t»o the labor ot wo-
men and children, and as to the effect
in the various labor centers of immi-
gration from abroad. In this inves-

tigation especial attention should be
paid to the conditions of child Libor
and child-labor legislation in the sev-

eral States. Such an inves» igai mn

must necessarily take into account
many of the problems with which tins

question of child labor is connected.
These problems can be actually met.

in most cases, only by the States them
selves; but the, lack of proper legisla-

tion in one State in such a matter as

child labor often renders it excessively
difficult to establish protective re-
striction upon the work in another
State having the same industries, so
that the worst tends to drag down (he

better. For this re.vmn, it would he

well for the Nation at least to en-
deavor to secure comprehensive in-

formation its to the conditions of la-

bor of children in the different States.

Such investigation and publication by
the National government would tend

.card the securing of approximately
Uniform legislation of the proper char-
acter among the several States.

Corporations.
When we come to deal with great

corporations the neei.’ for the govern-

ment to act directly is far greater

than in the case of labor, because
greater corporations can beerhne such
only by engaging in interstate com-
merce, and interstate commerce is pe-
culiarly the field of tlie general gov-

ernment. It is an absurdity to expect
to eliminate the abuses in great cor-
porations by Slate action It is diffi-
cult to be patient with an argument

that such matters should be left to the
States, because more than one State
pursues the policy of creating on easy
terms corporations which tire never
operated within that State at all, but
in other States whose laws they ig-

nore. The national government alone
can deal adequately with these great

corporations. To try to deal with

them in an intemperate, destructive,
or demagogogic spirit would, In all
probability, mean that nothing what-
ever would be accomplished, and.
with absolute certainty, that if any-
thing were accomplished it would be
of a harmful nature. The American
people need to continue to show the
very qualities that they have shown —

that is, moderation, good sense, the

earnest desire to avoid doing any dam-
age, and yet the quiet determination
to proceed, step by step, without halt

and without hurry, in eliminating or
at least in minimizing whatever of
mischief or of evil there is to inter-
state commerce in the conduct of great
corporations. They are acting in no
spirit of hostility to wealth, either in-
dividual or corporate. They are not
against the rich man any more than
against the poor man. On the con-
trary, they are friendly alike toward
rich man and toward poor man, pro-
vided only that each acts in a spirit
of justice and decency toward his fel-
lows. Oreat corporations are neces-
sary, and only men of great and sin-
gular mental power can manage such
corporations successfully, and such
men must have great rewards. But
these corporations should be managed

with due regard to the interest of the
public as a whole. Where this can he
done under the present laws it must
be done. Where these laws come
short others should be enacted to sup-
plement them.

Yet we roust never forget that the
determining factor in every kind of
work, of head or hand, must be the
man’s own good sense, courage, and
kindliness. More important than any
legislation is tlie gradual growth of a
feeling of responsibility and forbear-
ance among capitalists and wage-
workers alike; a feeling of respect on
the part of each man for their rights
of others; a feeling of broad com-
munity of interest, not merely of cap-
italists among themselves, and of wage
workers among themselves, but of
capitalists and wage-workers in their
relations to each other, and of both
in their relation to their fellows who
with them make up the body politic.
There are many captains of industry,
many labor leaders, who realize this.

# * *

The Bureau of Corporations has
made careful preliminary investigation
of many important corporations. It
will make a special report on the beef
industry.

Bureau of Corporations.
The policy of the Bureau is to ac-

complish the purposes of its creation
by co-operation, not antagonism; by
making constructive legislation, not
destructive prosecution, the immediate
object of its inquiries; by conservative
investigation of law and fact, and by
refusal to issue incomplete and hence
necessarily inaccurate reports. Its pol-
icy being thus one of open inquiry in-
to, and not attack upon, business, the
Bureau has been able to gain not only
the confidence, but, better still, the co-
operation of men engaged in legiti-
mate business.

The Bureau offers to the Congress
the means of getting at the cost of
production of our various great staples
of commerce.

Os necessity the careful investiga-
tion of special corporation will afford
the Commissioner knowledge of cer-
tain business facts, the publication of
which might bo an improper infringe-
ment of private rights. The methods
of making public the results of these
investigations affords, under the law,
a means for the protection ~of private
rights. The Congress will have all
facts except such as would give to
another corporation information which
would injure the legitimate business
of a competitor and destroy the incen-
tive for individual superiority and
thrift.

The Bureau has also made exhaus-
tive examinations into the legal con-
dition under which corporate business
is carried on in the various States-
into all judicial decisions on the sub-
ject; and into the various systems of
corporate taxation in use. I call spec-
ial attention to the report of the chief
of the Bureau; and I earnestly ask
that the Congress carefully consider
the report and recommendations of
the Commissioner on this subject.

Insurance.
The business of insurance vitally af-

fects the great mass of the people of
the United States and is national and
not local in its application. It in-
volves a multitude of transactions
among the people of the different
States and between American com-
panies and foreign governments. I
urge that the Congress carefully con-
sider whether the power of the Bureau
of Corporations cannot constitutional-
ly be extended to cover interstate
transactions in insurance.

Rebates.
Above all else, we must strive to

keep the highways of commerce open
to all on equal terms; and to do this
it is necessary to nut a complete stop
to all rebates. Whether the shipper
cr the railroad is to blame makes +io
difference; the rebate must be stopped,
the abuses of the private car and pri-
vate terminal-track and side-track
systems must be stopped, and the leg-
islation of the fifty-eighth Congress
which declares it to be unlawful for
any person or corporation to offer,
grant, give, solicit, accept, or receive
any rebate, concession, or discrimina-
tion in respect of the transportation

lof any property in interstate of for-
! eign aommerce whereby such property
shall by any device whatever be trans-
ported at a less rate than that named
in the tariffs published bv the carrier
must be enforced. For some time af-
ter the enactment of the Act to Reg-
ulate Commerce it remained a mooted
question whether that act conferred
upon the Interstate Commerce Com-
mission the power, after it had found
a challenged rate to be unreasonable,
to declare what thereafter should,
prima facie,' be the reasonable maxi-
mum rate for the transportation in
dispute. The Supreme Court finally
resolved that question in the negative,
so that as the law now stands the
Commission simply possesses the bare
power to denounce a particular rate
as unreasonable. While I am of the
opinion that at present it would be
undesirable, if it were not impracti-
cable, finally to clothe the Commis-
sion with general authority to fix rail-
road rates. I do believe that, as a
fair security to shippers, the Commis-
sion should be vested with the
power, where a given rate has been
challenged and after full hearing

found to be unreasonable, to decide,
subject to judicial review, what shall
be a reasonable rate to take its place:
the ruling of the Commission to take
effect immediately, and to obtain un-
less and until it is reversed by the
court of review. The government

must in increasing degree supervise
and regulate the workings of the rail-
ways engaged in interstate commerce;
and such increased supervision is the
only alternative to an increase of the
present evils on the one hand or a

still more radical policy on the other.
In my judgment the most important
legislative act now needed as regard
the regulation of corporations is thi;

act to confer on the Interstate Com-
merce Commission the power to revise
rates and regulations, the revised rati
to at once go into effect, and to staj

in effect unless and until the court ot
review reverses it.

Steamship companies engaged in in-
terstate commerce and protected in
our coastwise trade, should be held to
a strict observance of the interstate
commerce act.

$ *

Agriculture.
The Department of Agriculture has

grown into an educational institution
with a faculty of two thousand special-
ists making research into all the
sciences of production. The Congress

appropriates, directly and indirectly,
six millions of dollars annually to
carry on this work. It reaches every
State and territory in the Union and
the islands of the sea lately come
under our flag. Co-operation is had
with the State experiment stations, and
with many other institutions and in-

dividuals. The world is carefully

searched for new varieties of grains,
fruits, grasses, vegetables, trees, and
shrubs, suitable to various localities in

our country: and marked benefit to
our producers has resulted.

The activities of our age in lines
of research have reached the tillers of
the soil and inspired them with anr
bition to know more of the principles
that govern the forces of nature with
which thev have to deal. Nearly half
of the people of this country devote

their energies to -rowing things from
the soil. Until a recent date little has

been done to prepare these millions
for their life work. In most lines of

human activity college-trained men
ire the leaders. The farmer had no

opportunity for special training until
the Congress made provision for it
forty years ago. During these years
progress lias been made and teachers
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have been prepared. Over five thous-
and students are in attendance at our
State agricultural colleges. The Fed-
eral Government expends ten millions
of dollars annually toward this educa-
tion and for research in Washington
and in the several States and territor-
ies. The Department of Agriculture
"has given facilities for post-graduate
work to five hundred young men din-
ing the last seven years, preparing
them for advanced lines of work in
the department and ip the State insti-
tutions.

The facts concerning meteorology
and its relations to plant and animal
life are being systematically inquired
into. Temperature and moisture are
controlling factors in all agricultural
operations. The seasons of the cy-
clones of the Caribbean Sea and their
paths are being forcasted with increas-
ing accuracy. The cold winds that
come from the North are anticipated
and their times and intensity told to
farmers, gardeners, and fruiterers in
all Southen localities.

We sell two hundred and fifty mil-
lion dollars’ worth of animals and ani-
mal products to foreign countries
every year, in addition to supplying
our own people more cheaply and
abundantly than any other nation is
able to provide for its people. Suc-
cessful manufacturing depends pri-
marily on cheap food, which accounts
to a considerable extent for our
growth in this direction. The Depart-
ment of Agriculture, by careful in-
spection of meats, guards the health of
our people and °ives clean bills of
health to deserving exports; it is pre-
pared to deal promptly with imported
diseases of animals, and maintain the
excellence of our flock;; and herds in
his respect. There should be an an-
ual census of the. live stock of the
ation.

We sell abroad about six hundred
nillion dollars’ worth of plants and
heir products every year. Strenuous
fforts are being made to import from
oreign countries such grains as are
uitable to our varying localities. Sev-
n years ago we bought three-fourths

>f our rice: by helping the rice grow-
:rs on the Gulf coast to secure seeds
rcm the Orient suited to their con-
Utions, and by giving them adequate

protection, they now supply home de-
nand and export to the islands of the
Caribbean Sea and to other rice-grow-
ng countries. Wheat and other grains
lave been imported from light-rainfall
ountries to our lands in the West and
Southwest that have not grown crops
because of light nrecipitation, resylt-
ng in an extensive addition to my
ropping area and our home-making

cerritory that cannot he irrigated. Ten
million bushels of first-class macaroni
wheat were grown from these experi-
mental importations last year. Fruits
suitable to our soils and climates are
being imported from ail the countries
of the Old World —the fig from Tur-
key, the almond from Spain, the date
from Algeria, the mango from India.
We are helping our fruit growers to
get their crops into European mar-
kets by studying methods of peserva-
tion through refrigeration, packing,
and handling, which have been quite
successful. We are helping our hop
growers by importing v, .eties that
ripen earlier and later than the kinds
they have been raising, thereby leng-
thening the harvesting season. The
cotton crop of the country is threat-
»ned with root rot, the boil worm, and
the boll weevil. Our pathologists will
find immune varieties that will resistthe root disease, and the boll worm
can be dealt with, but the boll weevil
is a serious menace to the cotton crop.
It is a Central American insect that
has become acclimated in Texas and

has done great damage. A scientist
of tne Department of Agriculture has
found the weevil at home in Guate-
mala being kept in check by an ant,
which has been brought to our cotton
fields for observation. It is hoped that
it may serve a good purpose.

The soils of the country are getting

attention from the farmer’s stand-
point. and interesting results are fol-
lowing. We have duplicates of the
soils tiiut grow the wrapper tobacco
in Sumatra and the filler tobacco in
Cuba, it will be only a question of
time when the large amounts paid to
these countries will be paid to our
own people. The reclamation of alkali
lands is progressing, to give object les-
sons' to our people in methods by

which worthless lands may be made
productive.

The insect friends and enemies of
the farmer are getting attention. The
enemy of the San Jose scale was
found near the Great Wall of China,

and is now cleaning up all our or-
chards. The fig-fertilizing insect im-
ported from Turkey has helped to es-
tablish an industry in California that
amounts to from fifty to one hundred
tons of dried figs annually, and is ex-
tending over the Pacific coast. A par-
asitic fly from South Africa is keep-
ing in subjection the black scale, the
worst pest of the orange and lemon
industry in California.

Careful preliminary work is being

done towards producing our own silk.
The mulberry is being distributed in
large numbers, eggs are being import-

ed and distributed, improved reels
were imported from Europe last year,
and two expert reelers were brought

to Washington to reel the crop of
cocoons and teach the art to our own
people.

The crop-reporting system of the
Department of Agriculture is being
brought closer to accuracy every year.
It has two hundred and fifty thousand
reporters selected from people in eight
vocations in life. It has arrangements
with most European countries for in-
terchange of estimates, so that our
people may know as nearly as possible
with what they must compete.

Irrigation.

During the two and a half years
that have elapsed since the passage
of the reclamation act rapid progress
has been made in the surveys and
examinations of the opportunities for
reclamation inv the thirteen States and
three territories of the arid West. Con-
struction has already been begun on
the largest and most important of the
irrigation works, and plans are being
completed for works which will utilize
the funds now available. The oper-
ations are being carried on by the
-Reclamation Service, a corps of engi-

neers selected through competitive civ-
il service examinations. This corps

includes experienced consulting and
constructing engineers as well as vari-
ous experts in mechanical and legal

matters, and is composed largely of
men who have spent most of their
lives in practical affairs connected with
irrigation. The larger problems have
been solved and it now remains to ex-
ecute with care, economy, and thor-
oughness the work which has been
laid out. All important details are
being carefully considered by boards
of consulting engineers, selected for
their thorough knowledge and practi-
cal experience. Each project is taken
up on the ground by competent men
and viewed from the standpoint of
the creation of prosperous homes, and
of promptly refunding to the Treasury

the cost, of construction. The recla-
mation act has been found to be re-
markably complete and effective, and
so broad in its provisions that a wide

range of undertakings has been pos-
sible under it. At the same time, econ-
omy is guaranteed by the fact that, tin*
funds must ultimately be returned to
be used over again.

Forests.
It is the cardinal principle of the

forest-reserve policy of this adminis-
tration that the reserves* are for use.
Whatever interferes with the use of
their resources is to be avoided by
every possible means. But these re-
sources must be used in such a wa_
¦’S to make them permanent.

The forest policy of the government

is just now a subject of vivid public

interest throughout the West and to
the people of the United States in
general. The forest reserves them-
selves are of extreme value to the pret-

est as well as to the future welfare
of all the Western public-land States.
They powerfully affect the use and dis-
posal of the public lands. They are
of special importance because they
preserve the water supply and the
supply of timber for domestic purpos-
es, and so promote settlement under
the reclamation act. Indeed, they are
essential to the welfare of every one
of the great interests of the West.

The forest-reserve-poliey can be
successful only when it has the full
support of the neople T;f the West.
It cannot safely, and should not in any
case, be imposed upon them against
their will. But neither can we accept

the views of those whose only interest
in the forest is temporary; who are
anxious to reap what they have not
sown and then move away. leaving

desolation behind them. On the con-
trary, it is evervwhere and always

the interest of the permanent settler
and the permanent business man, the
man with a stak in the country, whiojt
m?ist be considered and which must
decide.

* # *

Public Bands.
I call the attention of the Congress

again to the report and recommenda-
tion of the Commission on the Pub-
lic Lands forwarded by me to the sec-
ond session of the present Congress.
The Commission has prosecuted its
investigations actively during the past
season, and a second report is now in
an advanced stage of preparation.

Game Preserves.

In connection with the work of the
forest reserves I desire again to urge
upon the Congress the importance of
authorizing the President to set aside
certain portions of these reserves or
other public lands as game refuges
for the preservation of the bison, the
wapiti, and other large beasts one?
so abundant in our woods and moun-
tains and our great plains, and now
tending toward extinction. Every sup-
port should be given to the authori-
ties of the Yellowstone Park in their
successful efforts at preserving the
large creatures therein: and at very
little expense portions of the public

domain in other regions which are
wholly unsuited to agricultural set-
tlement could be similarly utilized. We
owe it to future generations to keep
alive the noble and beautiful creatures
which by their presence add such dis-
tinctive character to the American
wilderness. The limits of the Yellow-
stone Park should be extended south-
wards. The Canyon of the Colorado
should be made a national park: and
the national park system should in-
clude the Yosemite and as many as
possible of the groves of giant trees in
California.

Pensions.
The veterans of the Civil War have

a claim upon the nation such as no
(Continued on Page Five.)

THE DAILY NEWS AND OBSERVER. HALFWIT, V. C., WEDNESDAY WORXTNC3, DECEMBER 7, 1901. 3


