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MORNING TONIC.

(David Graham Phillips.)

The world today yields comfort too
easily to the capable; it takes hard-
ship to form character.

IS THE STRUGGLE COMING?

News comes from Washington that
the President intends to insist upon leg-

islation that will carry out his recom-

mendation for the lixing and regulat-

ing of freight rates by the Inter-

State Commerce Commission. The

railroad magnates who have prevented

any such legislation in the past are

now represented as “not hostile to
proper legislation regulating rates.”

That sounds very well, but it is well
not to “trust the Greeks bearing

gifts.” It is said they favor a special

commission to investigate the best

plans and to report their recommenda-
tions at the next session of Congress,

that they wish new courts established,

or that they believe it best to leave Jihe
matter to the judicial officers of gov-

ernment.
The only thing certain is that the

railroad magnates will favor some leg-

islation that does not give the Inter-

State Commerce Commission the pow-

er to fix rates and put them in oper-

ation. That is certain. Heretofore
they have opposed conferring the pow-

er upon anybody. Now they favor-

some legislation but may be relied

upon to be smart enough to want a

plan that will not meet the demand

of the manufacturing and business
world.

Will there be a clash between »he
President and the railroad magnates?

Just as certain as the President in-

sists upon a direct and effective
method to soon put on the statute

books laws that will be sure to carry

out his recommendations there will
be a clash. He must submit to a

plan that is defective or that the rail-
road lawyers can drive a four horse
team through, or permit a do nothing

commission to investigate, or there

will be a sharp clash between Morgan

and Cassatt and other railroad monop-

olists and the President.

The Washington correspondent of
the Philadelphia Public Ledger writes

his paper that immediately after the

holidays the President will send to

Congress a special message bearing

upon the question of the trusts. :n

which he will recommend national

control of large corporations, through

Federal charters. That is, that all
corporations engaged in inter-state

trade shall organize under charters

granted by the general government,

State charters to be effective only in

the States by which they are granted.

This information comes from no

other quarter, but the Public Ledger

is remarkably careful and correct. If

the President is resolved to push such
legislation through as will be effective
he will find that he is “up against

it.” The trusts put up plenty cf
money in the late campaign ana
bought the election straight in 1896.
They will permit no regulation that
regulates. If the President proposes

to suppress the trusts and regulate

the great corporations,
‘

the struggle

will be a notable one.

Harper’s Weekly, edited by Col.
Harvey who has earned reputation as

one of the fairest and ablest non-parti-

san editors in America foresees a

struggle on the tariff question. He
says:

“The fact is, as we are informed
upon good authority, that the message
as originally prepared and given to

the press associations, contained a
statement to the effect that at a sub-
sequent date the Chief Magistrate

would communicate with Congress re-
specting changes in tariff schedules.
The line was taken out in final revis-
ion. Why we can only surmise.”

‘•But the fact that it was written
at all, shows that the general impres-

sion that the President considers A
revision of the tariff desirable and
that he himself favors it is well found-
ed. That being the case, we may con-
fidently anticipate a vigorous speciaj
message at such a time as the Presi-
dent may deem suitable. He is no
shirker of responsibilities, and when

once his hand is placed upon the plow

he never turns back. We regard as
inevitable a struggle of no mean mag-
nitude between the President and the
representatives of special interests in
Congress, and when it comes the
country will be with the President.
The outcome no man can foresee. The
protected interests and their spokes-
men, particularly in the Senate, are
strongly intrenched and have great

power, but so have the President and
the people.”

If the President wages war for
fixing and regulating railroad rates,

he will have powerful antagonists: ir

he opposes the exactions of the trusts,

he will find a i-esourceful and relent-
less foe; if he demands real and genu-

ine revision of the tariff in the interest
of fairness and justice to consumer
as well as others, he will find that he

has undertaken an army contract. The
men whose fortunes are daily increas-

ed bv being permitted to unfairly tax

all consumers for their benefit will

never surrender their special privilege
except after they have contested every

point, and their defeat will witness a

bloody battle ground. They have so

long had their hands in the pockets
of other people that they believe they

have a divine right to tax other folks
for their personal profit, and they will
not surrender the power until.they are
forced to do so. If the President
proposes to levy a tariff for the gov-

ernment instead of for the enjoyers of

bounties he will have arrayed against

him all the "fat fryers” in America.
It will be a war that will be long-

drawn out and terrible. But the long

suffering tax-payers will hold up his

hands and every Democrat in Congress

will vote for tariff reduction even if

it does not go as far as they desire.

The American people would hol.l up

the hands of the President if he will
end the imposition of excessive charges

by transportation monopolies; if be

will try to end trust extortions; if he
will urge the revision of the tariff

along the lines suggested by Harper’s

Weekly. Will he use his great office

for these much needed reforms and
secure the government from the dic-

tatorship of monopoly? Some good
men look confidently to see him do

it. We hope they are right. We shall
rejoice to see him devote his energies

and influence to the accomplishment
of these three great achievements. But
will he measure up to the great op-

portunity and high responsibility? We

confess to no great faith that he will
do the strenuous things necessary to

cheek the government of monopoly by

monopoly and for monopoly that now
curses America. We rather look lo

see the President make some splendid

recommendations, urge them in glow-

ing and trenchant English, and ac-

quiesce in compromise measures that

will accomplish little for the people
and will clip only a few tail feathers

of the bird of monopoly. We hope

that our weak faith will be shown

not to be justified and that the Presi- !
dent will throw himself into the fight

as outlined by the admirers who are

his best friends and the best friends
of the country who predict that he will

press the struggle against monopoly

and come out victorious. Let us hope

their confidence is not misplaced.

Mr. A. B. Farqualiar, a manufac-

turer of York, Pa., truly says that the
business prosperity of the South is no (
longer “a flattering possibility, but an
accomplished fact.” Its agricultural

products for example, were this year

worth about $1,700,000. against $773,-

COO in 1879. Manufactures have made
a like stride forward, the total value

reported by the census of 1900 being

<520,000,000, agamst ?4 78,000,000 in

18SO. The grand total of products in-

cluding products of mines, quarries

and forests, Mr. Farquahar estimates

at over $4,000,000,000, or three times

as much as in 188 0, though the Pr P

illation has increased but no pe. »

\ special to the Greensboro Tele-

gram* says “the inter-urban electric

line connecting Greensboro, High

Point and Winston-Salem seems to be
assured.” And the Raleigh and Dur-

nam Passenger and Power Company

obtained a charter upon the express

pledge to build to Durham. Electric

roads will do great things for North

Carolina.

The stories about the use of money

by the Democratic National Commit-
tee to defeat Hearst and to print the

Indianapolis Sentinel are invention,

pure and simple. The Democrats were
defeated but there’s no good now in

trying to besmirch the management.

It was honest and clean.

The railroad organs are again read-,

nig The News and Observer severe
lectures because it does not genu-

flect every time a wheezy old South-
rn Railway engine, two hours behind
time, tries to blow. Such lectures

help “The Old Reliable.” —Rhamkatte
Roaster.

Mr. Thomas Nelson Page announces
that the President has told him that
within two years the South would

have reason to acknowledge him as

its friend. Well the President has

given South Carolina a Crum. He may

give it a loaf later.

Jt is bud enough when ring politi-

cians seek to control every office and
every policy of their party. It is in-,

it erable when they make the attempt

at the dictation of great corporations
desiring to shipe legislation in tbeii

s.elfish interests.

There is revival of the talk about

the establishment of “a Republican
daily in North Carolina.” There are

already one and one-fifth Republican
daily organs in North Carolina. Wh>
any more?

The Apex News changes hands, its
president, Mr. W. F. Utley, retiring,

finding it imperative to engage in other

duties. The News is a good paper

published in a splendid section ana
deserves a large measure of success.

When you see an old codger get-

ting a divorce you may put it down
that he is getting ready to marry a

young wife.

Swapped Bird Dogs for Pigs.

(Carthage Blade.)
Mr. J. D. Poe, of Carbonton, about

a year ago swapped a bird dog for
two pigs. Lately he butchered and
the two made him 693 pounds of
meat, one weighing 380. It would
seem from this that it pays to swap
off dogs for pigs and we suggest that
our readers try it. Mr. Aiex. Oldham

| also of Carbonton, killed a nice pig
| the other day, weighing 377.
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Spirit of the Press.

So Called Persecution of
Railroads.

New Bern Journal.
Every once in awhile there arises

the cry that railroads are unjustly
treated by the newspapers and the
public, in the complaints raised
against these public carriers for poor
service, or a service which maims and
kills people thereby calling for dam-
age suits and juries to award damages

to the injured persons.
The recent decision in the matter of

what Is known as the Selma connec-
tion matter, the case being one which
called for action on the part of the
Corporation Commission, which order;
cd the Atlantic Coast Line to arrange
its schedule so that its train would
make the connection at Selma wit I
the Southern Railway, and so benefit
to public, which had before enjoyed
this connection. In this case the Su-
preme Court has sustained the Com-
mission, which ought to put this mat-
ter out of the “persecution class.”

The Raleigh News and Observer
most justly contends in this .Selma
connection case, as follows:

“The fact that this year the Atlantic
('oast Line, in addition to its regular
dividends, has declared an additional
dividend of twenty-five per cent, is in
itself sufficient proof that there is no
hardship in ordering the Selma con-
nection. In ordering the maintain*
ence of that connection the Corpor-

ation Commission is guided by its duty

to the public and has not ordered the
railroad to incur any additional ex-
pense that is unnecessary to accom-
modate the traveling public.”

The above Is not therefore an in-
stance of injustice towards the Atlan-
tic Coast Line Company, and where
juries have seemingly awarded exces-
sive or improper damages to persons
who have brought suits against rail-
roads, it will be found that the .over
riding of the public’s rights by the
railroad people, an indifference and
disregard to the local traveling or bus-
iness public, lias incensed the people,

who are only human at best, and who
when jury opportunity gives the
chance, give judgment against the rail-
roads, not in full justice or as the
cases may merit, hut to repay in part
the abuses sustained by them because
of the railroad people, who were In-
different to their complaints, and dis-
regarded their needs.

Railroads, like individuals, become
bloated with prosperity, and regard

themselves as both creator and creat-
ed, the rest of the world only subject
to their power and -dollars, when the
fact is, that their wealth has come
from the very people whom they think
they own and can therefore abuse.

Protection to Employes.
Charlotte News.

Tuesday’s dispatches tell of the de-
cision handed down by the United
States Supreme Court practically hold-
ing that all cars, including locomo-
tives, should be equipped with auto-
matic couplers. “This decision is con-
sidered by .he inter-State Commerce
officials a decided step in advance.”

So it is: the railroad employees are
in the power of the company for

which they work; they cannot afford
lo raise objections to the appliances
they are compelled to use.

Even if their complaints do not
cause the employees to lose their po-
sitions the railroad officials frequently
disregard suggestions made by the
subordinates who are thus utterly |
helpless to protect themselves from in-
jury and death, caused by defective
appliances.

No more commendable innovation*
in the law have ever been made than
those which look to the protection of
the defenceless men, women and chil-
dren whose daily bread is made by
eperating dangerous machinery.

It is often said that the South is far
behind in legal as well as social re-
forms.

Jn regard to the automatic coupler
doctrine, however, the North Caro'hi?
court has alw'ays been well to the
front.

As The News has often remarked,
North Carolinians have reason to be
proud of their present chief justice;
Judge Clark is a logical and original
t-linker upon all legal topics and
throughout his life has stod as the
people’s champion. To him more than
to any one else is due the credit for

making the automatic coupler an ocos-
saiy part of the equipment of every

railroad car in the State. Judge

Clark’s decisions were rendered sonic

ten or fifteen years ago. While the
Supreme Court decision, covering s<’l-
stanti&ly the same ground was hand-
ed down this month. These two states-

ments taken together may throw some
light upon the questions, which certain
editors may still strive to raise as to
Judge Clark’s ability and real conserv-
atism.

Stop the Tee Business.
Wilmington Dispatch.

We agree with The News and Ob-
server in saying that there should be
a statement to some authority from
every official by which the tax-payer
could know how much every public

official receives. A strong commit-
tee on salaries and fees should be ap-
pointed in the next eLgislature. The
law should be worked over so that
salaries and fees shall be fair, and
that they shall be known to the tax-
payers. No official should be paid a
salary that is unjust. It should be
commensurate with hts office in every
case. It is also wrong to pay larger

salaries than the work is worth. As
The News and Observer says, the Leg-
islature should obtain all necessary

information and make such changes
as will prevent either niggardly or
princely salaries.

We agree with that paper further
in saying that “all public officials
should be paid a stipulated salary,

WHAT IS THERE
IN IT?

Scott’s Emulsion is a care- j
ful blend of the purest cod j
liver oil, hypophosphites of !
lime and soda, glycerine and a

dash of flavoring. The com-
bination of these valuable
ingredients emulsified as in
Scott's Emulsion represents
the greatest remedy yet dis-
covered for weak lungs, poor
blood, low vitality, child
weakness and all wasting
diseases.

We’ll send you a sample, tree

SCOTT & BOW NE, „<*, Pearl Street. Ntw York.

and that all fees collected should b<
turned into the treasury. We woul<
make exception of no officer.’

President and Vardanian —Two of i
Kind.

Wilkesboro Chronicle.
If President Roosevelt is any mat

at all—and we believe he is—he ha;
more genuine respect for Governo:
Vardaman, of Mississippi, than foi
the sycophants who are now bowing
in obeisance to Roosevelt in whippet
dog manner, and snapping at Varda-
nian. They are both built. out of
the same sort of erratic, indiscreet
domineering, spasmodic, vindictive
sort of mud and have a right to act
the fool-word contest each in his owi
sphere whenever they feel disposed
with mutual admiration, and the out-
side fellows who “rush in where an-
gels fear to tread’’ and take sides be-
tween them, are not only “fit. for
treason, strategems and spoils” but
are entitled to homes at Morgantori
at the State’s expense.

i Fs Respected and Can Get Justice in
the Courts.

¦ Asheville News-Gazette.
Various versions of a story based

on Dr. Swope’s affidavit, to the ef-
fect that the people of Buncombe
county are hostile to George W. Van-
derbilt and that he is being mistreated
by them, have spread afar, and they
are not doing Asheville a bit of good,
pity, too, after all these years of amity,
There is no man iri all this section
more highly esteemed, or more re-
spected, on purely personal grounds,
than is Mr. Vanderbilt.

Roosevelt Cotton Causes Falling Oil
In Marriage's.

Chatham Record.
Our popular register of deeds says

that he has issued fewer marriage
licenses this month than during any
previous December. It is too bad
that "Roosevelt” cotton should stop
marrying and cause a stagnation in
the marriages as well sis in every-
thing else.

“Something Good."
Greensboro Telegram.

Here' Ls something good from the
Raleigh News and Observer: “It is
the duty of the voters in every party
to resent “ring politics” and to rebuke
office holders and party managers w ho
assume to direct everything that is
done.”

Rather Long Probation?
President Roosevelt.

If the South will wait two more
years before passing judgment on me,
I believe she will be satisfied as to my
good intentions.

Shaky in His Shoes.
Charlotte News.

We wonder if Judge Purnell does
not feel a little shaky in his shoes
as he reads the proceedings in the
Swayne impeachment business.

No Contempt Meant.
Durham Herald.

No contempt is meant, but it does
seem that Judge Purnell is determined
that Mr. Mcßee shall have a job to
his liking.

Here’s the Truth.
Tarboro Southerner.

King Cotton has more to fear from
the “Wall Street weevil” than it has
from the boll-weevil.

A New Peril.
Wilmington Star.

The South has a new peril—the
Presidential Bootlick.

Among the Railroads.
Here’s another connection the rail-

reads ought to make. The Mt. Olive
Tribune says: “The Southern Railway
train seldom makes connection with
the monring A- C. L. train at Golds-
boro here of late. This is another
case for the Corporation Commission.
We would suggest that the Raleigh
morning papers take the matter up,
as these papers never reach here un-
til late in the afternoon.”

The Journal has it from a source
that is considered beyond question
that the great improvements contem-
plated by the Seaboard to be made in
Monroe will be begun early this
spring. The improvements include
a passenger and freight depot, much
enlarged sidings, a coal lift, and
other things. The total amount to
be spent is $75,000. The plans have
been approved by the directorate, and
unless something unforeseen occurs,
the work will have been completed be-
fore the sumer is gone.—Monroe
Journal.

BRYAN LOCKED IN.

Rescued in a Fainting Condition From
a Room in Wlrich he was Shut.

(By the Associated Press.)
Denver. Col., Dec. 23. —Securely

locked in the office of the stationmas-
ter at the Union Station, unable to
open a window or to turn off the
steam, William J. Bryan spent the
hottest hour and a half he has known
flor some time yesterday. He was
rescued in a fainting condition.

Mr. Bryan arrived soma time be-
fore his train was due and asked for
a place to write a letter. He was
taken to the station-master’s office
and as the door has a spring lock was
fastened in for a long time before he
could summon help.

Demented Man Cremates Himself.

(Special to News and Observer.)
Nashville, N. C., Dec. 23.—Atlas

Kornegay, a demented white man of
Bailey’s Township, confined in his
room and further secured by ropes,
but with food and water left within
his reach, was burned to death dur-
ing his wife’s absence from home
a day or two since. It is supposed
that Mr. Kornegay must have succeed
ed in getting to some matches and
fired the house. Two neighbors pass
ing the place saw clouds of smoke
issuing from the building and burst
open the door just as the roof fell in
burying Kornegay in the blazing
ruins.

The Sentimental Lover.

(Cincinnati Commercial-Tribune.)
Small Boy—What are those dark

spots on sister’s face?
Mother—Freckles, my son.
Small Boy—That’s what I thought

But I heard her feller say last night
they were “brown-eyed daisies slumb-
ering in a field of cream.” And I
guess he must have picked ’em all.
I got awfully cramped behind the
sofa.

Old Mother Hubbard Up-to-Date.

Old Mother Hubbard went to the cup-
board and rubbered.

The cupboard was bare.
She looked mournfully at her poor

dog.

Then an idea struck her,

And she had sausage for supper.
—Cleveland Plaindealer.

WnIUiKIVIiEnW
There is only One

Genuine-Syrilp of FigS, \ 1
The Genuine is Manufactured by the

California Fig Syrup Co.
The full name of the company, California Pig Syrup CoM

la printed on the front of every package of the genuine.

The Genuine- Syrup of Figs- is for Sale, in Original
Packages Only, by Reliable Druggists Everywhere

. I||||
Knowing the above willenable one to avoid the fraudulent imita-

lions made by piratical concerns and sometimes offered by unreliable '

dealers. The imitations are known ,to act injuriously and should
therefore be declined.

Buy the genuine always if you wish to get its beneficial effects.
It cleanses the system gently yet effectually, dispels colds and headaches %sss/.-
when bilious or constipated, prevents fevers and acts best on the
kidneys, liver, stomach and bowels, when a laxative remedy is needed *W/$ IPtef illl
by men, women or children. Many millions know of its beneficial
effects from actual use and of their own personal knowledge. It is the /Ml§ |Pfe|il|
laxative remedy of the well-informed. j I

Always buy the Genuine— Syrup of Figs M
MANUFACTURED BY THE

\

Louiaviße, Kx
SwvFraiwlseo,Cal.
PRICE FIFTY CENTS PER BOTTLE
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iFire and Smoke!
A SATISFACTORY SETT] TALENT SI AS BEEN' MADE WITH TIIE INSURANCE COMPANY.

$75.000
#

Furniture, Carpets Rugs,Mat-
tings & Draperies.

;r MUST BE SOLD REGARDLESS OF COST! .
.

.-••

;
-

| |

Sale Begins Wednesday, December 21
V

audi continues until all goods are sold. Como early.

Absolutely the largest and best selected stock south of New York.

John Willis. Jr.,
The Eclipse Cor. Mam <§h Church St>s. The Eclipse
Store Norfolk, - VIRGINIA Store

——

“

HSL °r *

'
tans, arrested by Santal slidy /T.pN {

’’‘TtfSri < apsnles v-itbout inconvenience v*'"V *
sm|S Pnce sl. of ALL Druggists, I

or P. 0. Box SOBI. New York. (

LAOlES,™°skflUlLtj’lCOMPOUND.
Safe, speedy regulator; 25<*ente. Prr.ggists or maJL
Booklet free. DL. LaFRaUCO. l’hiluaeipni&, Pa.

I (IXOOKPOKATED.)
Oldest, largest anti best equipped business school in the Unde-
niably the strongest courses in bookkeeping, shorthand, typewriting and

; English. Able faculty. 1

Winter Opening Tuesday, January 3, *905.
Write quick for our new journal. Hi Kh endorsements and offers.
Address

KING’S BUSINESS COLLEGE, Raleigh, N. C. or Charlotte, X. C.
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