
An Appomattox Veteran
Fells of Closing Scenes.
(Clntlnued from Page One.)

well the appearance of the shell, and
how directly they came towards me,
in smoke. I then grave the signal to
advance, at the same time Fitz Leecharged those posted at the cross
roads, when my skirmishers attacked
the breastworks, which were taken
without much loss on my part, also
capturing several pieces of artillery
and a large number of prisoners, I at
the same time moving the division up
to the support of the skirmishers in
echelon by brigades, driving the enemy
in confusion for three-quarters of a
mile beyond the range of hills covered
with oak under-growth. I then learn-
ed from the prisoners that my right
Hank was threatened. Halting my
troops I placed the skirmishers, com-
manded by COlonel J. R. Winston,
Forty-fifth North Carolina troops, in
front, about one hundred yards dis-
tant, to give notice of indications of
attack. I placed Cox’s Brigade which
occupied the right of the division at
right angles to the other troops, to
watch that flank. The other divisions
of the corps (Walker’s and Evans)
were on the left. I then sent an offi-
cer to General Gordon, announcing
our success, and that the Lynchburg
road was open for the escape of the
wagons, and that I awaited orders.
Thereupon I received an order to
withdraw, which I declined to do, sup-
posing that General Gordon did not
understand the commanding position
which my troops occupid. He con-
tinued .to send me order after order
to the same effect, which I still disre-
garded, being under the impression
that he did not comprehend our fa-
vorable location, until finally. I re-
ceived a message from him, ‘with an
additional one, as coming from Gen-
eral Lee, to fall back. I felt the diffi-
culty of withdrawing without disaster
and ordered Colonel J. R. Winston,
commanding the skirmish line which
had been posted in my front on first
reaching these hills, to conform his
movements to those of the division,
and to move by the left flank so as to
give notice of an attack from that
quarter. I then ordered Cox to main-
tain his attack from that quarter. I
then ordered Cox to maintain his po-
sition in line of battle, and not to show
himself until our rear was one hun-
dred yards distant, and then to fall
back in line of battle, so as to protect
our rear and right flank from assault.
I then instructed Major Peyton, of my
staff, to start the left in motion, and
I continued with the rear.

“1 he enemy upon seeing us move
off. rushed out from under cover with
a cheer, when Cox’s brigade, lving
concealed at the brow of the hill, rose
and fired a volley into them, which
drove them back into the woods, the
brigade then followed their retreating
comrades in line of battle unmolested.
After proceeding about half the dist-
ance to the position occupied by us in
the morning, a dense mass of the ene-
my in column (infantry), appeared on
our right, and advanced, without
firing, towards the earthworks cap-
tured by us in the early morning, when
a battery of our artillery opened with
gr;ipe and canister and drove them
under the shelter of th? T'V'f'H

“As my troops approached their po- j
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others I helped to escort the captured
battery to a point near the court house.
1 trotted along on the off side of a
brave and unconcerned “Yank” who
rode one of the six bay horses convey-
ing one of the captured guns. He hada haversack hanging on my side of his
horse and I was an interested witness
to its fullness. When we halted near the
court-house I proceeded lo dislodge
from the hames of the horse on my
side the food bag of my new acquaint-
ance. He was a stout man and I wasa little slender and cadaverous. Ho
raved at me with some cuss words, but
1 proceeded to open the sack and make
fair division with him of our piece of
corn beef and six hardtack, the first
food I had had for some days. The
drivers and artilleryman were very
jovial and little concerned about then-
capture. They could see the game wasup with the "Johnnies.”

“The battery of four guns had been
flanked by cavalry of General Wm. P.
Roberts and surrendered to him before
the infantry could reach them, a for-
tunate circumstance which I recall
with lasting gratitude for the “but-
ter-milk” brigade.”

With the above evidence of these
witnesses, one of them being a Major-
General and another being a Briga-
dier-General, and all except General
Grimes still living-. North Carolina can
safely rest her proud claim of having
been “The Last at Appomattox.”

HENRY A. LONDON,
Pittsboro, N. C., 25 Aug., 19-04.

Identification of Localities.

The undersigned under instructions
of the State Literary and Historical
Association visited the battlefield at
Appomattox Court House on 1 October,
1904, and by personal investigation
were. enabled to locate the positions
described in the foregoing article and
to corroborate the statements therein
made. Appended hereto is a map of
the battlefield and the positions of the
North Carolina troops as described in
said article, which map is correct and
accurate to the personal knowledge of
four of the undersigned who were
present and participated in the closing
scenes at Appomattox.

H. A. LONDON, 32 N. C. Grimes’
Brigade.

W. A. MONTGOMERY, 12 N. C.
Johnston’s Brigade,

W. T. JENKINS, 14 N. C. Cox’s
Brigade,

W. J. PEELE, Chmn. N. C. Histor-
ical Commission.

• Raleigh, N. C., 5 October, 1904.

If. A. LONDON^’'' 't { '
As lie Appeared When Entering the

Army.
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sition of the morning. I rode up to
General Gordon and asked where I
should form line of battle. He re-
plied, “Anywhere you choose.” Struck
by the strangeness of the reply, I ask-
ed an explanation, whereupon he in-
formed me that we would be surrend-
ered.”

In corroboration of General Grimes
is the statement written in 1879 by
Brigadier General William R. Cox and
published in Volume II of Moore’s
History of North Carolina and rewrit-
ten without any material change in
1901 and published in Vol. IV of
Clark’s Regimental Sketches. Gen-
eral Cox’s statement is as follows:

“The army now reduced to two
corps under Generals Longstreet and
Gordon, moved over wretched roads
steadily towards Appomattox Court
House, our purpose being to reach
Danville. By great effort the head
of the column reached Appomattox
Court House on the evening of the
Bth and the troops were halted for
rest. During the night there were
indications of a large force moving on
our left and front. Besides his owq
division General Grimes was put in
command of the remnants of Buslirod
Johnson’s division and Wise’s brigade.
Just before daylight Gordon moved
his command through the village and
was supported by Fitz Lee’s cavalry
on his right. At five o’clock a. m. I
received an order that on the firing
of a cannon the division would move
forward. * * * The division had not
proceeded far before Cook's and Cox’s
brigades were exposed to a murderous
artillery fire, but, instead of halting
and recoiling, they promptly charged
and captured it. The engagement now
became general along our front, and
our cavalry, though worn down by
incessant duties on the retreat, gal-
lantly and bravely supported us on
the right. The struggle, however, was
unequal. The pistol and carbine were
ineffective against the Enfield range
and destructive “buck and ball.” and
but few infantry were supporting
them. Retiring slowly at first their
retreat soon became a rout as they
hastened to their Infantry supports in
the woods, while riderless horses .gal-
loped over the fields where lay their
wounded and dying. An infantry
captain was captured and brought be-
fore me, and he gave me the first in-
formation that Genera! Ord with ten
thousand infantry was in our front.
Upon taking a commanding position I
ordered a halt, when many columns of
infantry were seen advancing, evident-
ly with the intention of capturing us.
Firing was now resumed, when Gen-
eral Grimes directed me through his
courier, H. A. London, to withdraw.
The armistice had evidently been
agreed to, but I did not anticipate it.
Still contesting the field I retired slow-
ly. The enemy seeing the movement
hastened their advance with the evi-
dent purpose of surrounding us and
moved so rapidly as to make some
ruse necessary to check their zeal. In
this emergency, through an aide,
James S. Rattle, I ordered the regi-
mental commanders of Cox’s brigade
to meet me at the centre as we retired
I then directed their attention to a
gradually rising hill between us and
the advancing columns of the enemy,
and directed that they face their reg-
iments about and at a double quick
charge to the crest of the hill, and
before the enemy should recover from
their surprise, halt, fire by brigade,

and then with like rapid movement
face about and rejoin the division.
Raising the ‘‘rebel yell” the brigade
with celerity and precision, promptly
and faultlessly executed the order and
having gained the brow of the hill,
the enemy anticipating a determined
struggle, commenced to deploy and
prolong their line as if on parade. But
before the movement was fully exe-
cuted the” command rang along the
Confederate line clear and distinct
above the din of battle, “Halt, ready,
aim, fire!” And while the encircling
troops were surprised and stunned by
the audacity of the charge and the
unusual character of the fire, the brig-
ade safely withdrew and regained the
division, which in the meantime had
been skirmishing as it withdrew. Gen-
eral Gordon, superbly mounted, as we
passed by exclaimed, “Grandly and
gloriously done!”
“This Was the Last Charge of the

Army of Northern Virginia.”
According to the above statements

of Generals Grimes and Cox, written
in 1879, and published wihout any
contradiction from any source for
more than twenty years, the last
charge made and the last volley fired
at Appomattox by any organized brig-
ade of infantry was by Cox’s North
Carolina brigade. Their statements
are true of my own personal knowl-
edge.

General Cox in his statement furth-
er says that "an irregular exchange of
fire was for sometime maintained” by
some of his skirmishers who were
covering his retreat and did “not per-
ceive or understand the flag of truce.”
In corroboration of Ibis is the follow-
ing statement written under date of
July 14th. 1 904, by Captain W. T. Jen-
kins, of Halifax county, who was cap-
tain of company A, 14th North Caro-
-1 int Regiment:

“On the morning of the 9th, after
a sleepless and supperless, night, ‘very
early, while it was yet dark,’ we were
ordered to take up line of march in
the direction of Lynchburg. Wo were
marched across a creek beyond Ap-
pomattox and formed line of battle.
We were soon ordered to advance
down the Lynchburg road, General
(’ox’s brigade being on the right of the
advancing column. We were discov-
ered by a Yankee battery on our left
and several of our men were killed
and wounded by the shells. We en-
countered the enemy in force at an
intersection of cross roads and drove
them from the field, and after going
some distance on the left of the road
we received orders to fall back and
bring up the rear. The enemy soon
discovered our retreat and attempted
to advance and cut us off, hut we
charged and drove them back into the
woods and continued our retreat in
the direction of the court house. When
we reached the road all the troops had
passed and we halted for our rear to
come up and all get together.

“General Cox then ordered me to
take the 14th and 4th regiments and
hold the enemy in check until hi*
could get his command to the rear,
and send back some horses and have
a battery of artillery moved which
had been left on the road. I then ad-
vanced the two regiments down the
road and formed line of battle, the 4th
on the right with left resting on the
road and the 14th on the left and con-
necting with the 4th. We were soon
hotly engaged and pressed back, and
not wishing to lose all our men and
colors I went to the 4th and ordered

them to fall hack in good order, and
then gave the 14th the same order. I
then called for volunteers from the
14th regiment to take position behindsome houses nearby and hold theenemy in check until the two regi-
ments had gotten to the rear. About
twenty-five of our men responded
promptly and we soon opened a heavyfire and made a big racket so that the
Yankees did not know our strength.

“While fighting behind those houses
two officers rode up some distance in
our rear and asked what command
was that fighting. We told them
“General Cox’s.” They ordered us to
stop firing, saying that General Lee
had surrendered. The Yankees were
then gathering all around us from
right and left, and we saw no way of
escape. So, I decided to surrender
and hoisted a white flag and went out
in front of the houses, but we were
fired on by the enemy. I suppose they
did not see the white flag. Our men
opened fire again and kept it up un-
til we wore entirely surrounded and
taken fighting. Some of our men
fired from one corner of a house when
the enemy would come around the
other. We were taken by Sheridan’s
command and carried into the Yan-
kee lines and kept all day, and re-
turned to our command about sunset.
General Cox and our friends came out
to meet us and expressed joy at our
return, as they thought we had all
been killed. After our surrender or
capture we were taken back over the
entire battlefield, and I know’ that
there were no other Confederate
troops anywhere on the field nor any
more firing. We were taken I sup-
pose about twelve o’clock. I know
the Yankees were eating dinner when
we arrived in their camp, and they
very kindly offered to share with us,
hue we very politely declined.”

The next evidence is that of W. L.
London, now the Brigadier General of
the second brigade in the North Car-
olina division of the United Confed-
erate Veterans, and who was the Ad-
jutant General of Daniel’s (afterwards
Grimes') brigade, and was serving on
General Grimes staff on the morning
of the surrender. His written state-
ment under date of August 18, 1904,
is as follows:

“On the morning of Hie ninth of
April, 1865, our brigade being in line
of battle, General Grimes rode up and
called me to him, saying: “1 want
you with me this morning, I have un-
dertaken to open those roads (point-
ing to the cross-roads in front of us).
Your Brigade is so small it will not
need you at present.” I then rode
with him along the lin‘es and just as
we were near Wise's Virginia brigade,
the enemy’s battery in our front open-
ed on us and one of the shells struck
Just under General Grimes’ horse and
so enveloped him in smoke and dust
that I thought he must be killed and
rode up quickly, but found him un-
hurt.

“He then told me to ride hack and
order the line to advance. When I
got to my old regiment (the 32m1) I
called their attention to the battery
in front and told them I wanted one
of those horses, as my horse had given
out. It was only a short time before
one of the regiment came riding up
to the left of the line on a horse from j
the battery for me, and 1 brought the
horse home with me. I do not know
who captured the hatery hut the 32nd
regiment could not have been far off.
The line of battle continued to advance

and very soon a courier from General
Grimes rode up and told General Cox
that Grimes said to fall back, which
General Cox soon commenced to do.
His men were in a small body of woods
and as soon as his brigade commenced
falling back and had gotten out of the
woods, tne enemy began to advance
in such numbers that it looked like
they were rising out of tlie ground ail
over tlie country. General Cox seeing
them advancing, ordered his Brigade
to ‘face-about’ and, charging a short
distance, fired a volley as one man.
This was the last organized firing 1
heard that daj. There were a few
sharp-shooters protecting the rear and
they may have fired some shots. We
passed on by the court-house and
found all the other troops ahead of us
had halted.”

The first troops to reach the battery
ol artillery, above- referred to, vveie
the North Carolina cavalry of General
W. P. Roberts, as will he seen from the
following letter wrlten to him under
date of July 26. 1904. bv his former
Adjutant-General. T. S. Garnett, of
Norfolk, Virginia:

“My recollection of the capture of a
battery of artillery at Appomattox on
the morning of the 9th of April, 1865,
is simply this: Your Brigade was im-
mediately on the right of Gordon’scorps, our left joining Gordon’s right
and advancing in line with the infan-
try. The enemy's battery of four Na-
poleon guns was immediately in our
front on open ground, but near a body
of woods towards our right. As wo
advanced the enemy fired repeatedly,
their shot being directed chiefly at theinfantry of Gordon’s corps, thus af-
fording us an opportunity to get at ,
them easily.

“We appproached the batery rapidly j
and got among them with little loss
They surrendered at once, hut one gun
limbered up and got away. The cap- <
tain of the batery surrendered to me 'and 1 took his horse from him, telling
him to take tlie captured guns back l
to Appomattox Court-House and send- :ing Forbes (your courier) back with :
him. We made their own drivers keep :their seats and drive the guns back J
and afterwards understood they arriv- 1
ed exactly as ordered. We pressed for- !
ward and participated in the continued
fighting, passing over a ditch in whichI saw the gun which hud escaped cap-
ture lying overthrown and abandon-
ed. Shortly after this we were ordered
lo fall back, which we did, returning
over the same ground towards the
court-house.”

In corroboration of the above is the
following extract from a written stato-
rnent. under date of June 2nd, 1904,
b> Mr. J. P. Leach, of Littleton, who
was a member of Co. C, 53rd NorthCarolina Regiment:

“Our command (Grimes’ Division)
passed through the town of Appomat-
tox Court House between daybreak and
sunrise, when upon the opposite side
of the town and within a few hundredyards of the court-house we were put
in skirmish line on the road and rail
fence. Jr front of the command andlocated in a piece of woods, with anopen field of several hundred yards
between, several pieces of federal ar-tillery had been located and opened
fire in the early morning with vigor
and unpleasant precision. We were
ordered to charge the batery and went
forward at double-quick, hut before
going two hundred yards the guns were
silenced and in a few moments werebrought galloping toward my com-
mand, each gun having six horses. JThey were turned over to us, and with
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