
TO BE A CHRISTIAN
— iv«nUR

Russian Jew Could Find
No Church That Would

Admit Him.
BY LEO TOLSTOI.

A good Jew, a very worthy man,

honest and of a pious disposition, de-

cided, for the peace of his soul, to

embrace Christianity and consulted
some of his Christian friends about
the ways and means to gratify this in-

clination.
They were overjoyed, and welcom-

ed him with open arms. ‘‘But," they
said, “what Christian church appeals

most to you? If you incline for
Catholicism, you have to choose be-

tween the Roman aiyl the Greek be-
liefs; if for the Evangelical church,

you may' become either a Lutheran,
Calvinist or reformist. Again, old-
Catholics, Methodists, Baptists, Uni-
tarians, etc., must be considered.

“I will consider no names, or
branches,” said the good Jew. “I in-
tend to embrace Christianity, pure and
simple. Christianity without any ad-
mixture of isms.”

“Christianity pure and simple?” re-
peated the Jews’ friends. And they
vainly racked their brains to locate the
Christian church, consulting, in the
end, encyclopedias and inquiring of
priests and laymen, to no better pur-
porse than to be forced to say to their
friend the Jew: "There is no such
church, as you desire to enter. You
must choost between those, mentioned
and the several hundred others enum-
erated in the hand-books. If you do
not, you are like the man desirous of
eating fruit, yet refusing every sort
offered by the market and nature.”

The Jew thought it queer that one
cannot become a Christian pure and
simple, but as all were agreed on the
point and he remembered that there
are also several kinds of Jews, those
adhering to the ancient belief, and
Keform-Jews, nothing would do but
submit to the inevitable. And he de-
cided to apply for membership in the
largest existing Christian church.

Catholic ITiest’s Welcome.
He went to a worthy Catholic priest,

who received him kindly and congra-
tulated him on his resolve to sub-
mit to the Pope in Rome. "There are
no Christians outside the Catholic
church,” he said, “and those assuming
the name and style without authority
will fare no better as regards future
life than the very' Jews. The Catholic
church alone guarantees heaven to its
members, for the Catholic church is
infallible.”

"I will consider what your reverencv
has told me,” said the Jew.

Protestant Parson's Claim.
Next the Jew addressed himself to a

pillar of the Protestant church, a high
ecclesiastic, renowned for his wisdom
and uprightness. The church-councel-
lor received the Jew very kindly and
told him to thank God that he had
"not fallen into the clutches of the
Catholics,” for "ten times hotter a
Jew than a Catholic. To have Juda
ism to enter the Roman church would
be jumping’from the frying pan into
the lire.” And he explained the alpha
and omega of Protestant belief: "No
sound-minded person can have faith
in tradition—the word of man. Our
belief rests solely upon holy Scripture,
wherein the word of God lies em-
balmed.” .

"Am I permitted to read your Rible
in order to convince myself of its
Godliness?” asked the Jew.

“You are not only' permitted, it is a
Protestant Christiana’ duty to read the
Bible.”

The good Jew took the Bible home
with him and studied it. Old Testa-
ment and New, with an open head and
a receptive heart, finding much to ad-
mire in the good book, much that ap-
pealed to his reason. But were
also passages that he could not possi-
bly believe, as they seemed to deny
the goodness of God. God being the
synonym for “goo 1,” what wicked-
ness to impute mean actions to him,
he thought.

And being a candid man, the Jew
repaired to the church councillor, and
spoke of his mind freely: “I believe
in the good book, but cannot sub-
scribe to all its teachings. If -you
want me to become a member of your
church, you must allow me to disre-
gard certain biblical statements that
H'-harmonize with the nature of God
and man.”

“Fir,” cried the councillor, indig-
nantly, "you must not attempt to,mak«
merchandise of holy writ—your very
suggestion is blasphemous. Eithei
you believe the whole Bible, or let it
alone. The audacity of a Jew' essay-
ing to decide what is God’s word and
what not,” he added in a low voice.

At this the Jew was taken greatly
aback, yet decided to make a third
trial. He went to a Lutheran parson
a man known for his great tolerance.
With a smile of superiority the par-
son listened to the story of the Jew’.l
experience with his colleagues. "You
are right to assume that every man
of sense should be permitted to rear
the Bible with a critical eye in ordei
to distinguish between God’s word am
that of man,” he said. “Our greai
Martin Luther proclaimed that opinioi
hundreds of years ago, declaring tha'
only the man living like a Christiar
was a Christian.

"But," continued the parson, “a.*
Christ is the pivot of Christianity, yoi
must begin by believing in the unit}
of His being.”

The Jew asked the reverend gentle
man to explain his language.

“All Christian belief rests on th<
recognition that Jesus was a true nun
and at the same time, a true God.”

“But. your rcverency, such a belie
would stamp me a polytheist?”

“No, no, you muct break awav Iron
that ancient Jewist piejudiee. Like thr
Jews, we Christians believe in bu
one God, but in the God-unity we ac
knowledge three persons. And we be
lieve that the second person, the son
stepped down upon this earth during
the reign of the Emperor Augustin
and became a man, horn of woman
As the prophet puts it: ‘For unto u
a child is born, unto us a son is given
and the government shall be upo
his shoulder: and his name shall b
called Wonderful. Counsellor. Th<
Mighty God. the everylasting Fathei
the Prince of Peace.’ (Isaia.h ix. 6.)

“The ‘Prince of Peace’ was Christ
Do you understand now?”

The Jew replied that he did not
and asked if it was not possible so
him to become a Christian withou
acknowledging Christ’s God-nature
“Allow me to leave this technicality t*
the future,” he pleaded, ‘and reeeiv
me in your church on the ground tha
1 promise fiathfuliy to obeserv<
Christ’s teachings. His every word,

love tlie Bible,” he added, “for tiles'
beautiful teachings, for the record o
Christ’s life full of kindness and goo<
deeds and promise you to walk ii
His steps as far as nature permits.”

The Lutheran thought long and.

earnestly. • Then he said: “I respect
your doubts and confess that, though
a doctor of theology, I do not fully
comprehend the dogma of the Trinity
myself, yet you cannot embrace Chris-

tianity without subscribing to it, and
knowing that you refuse 1 cannot re-
ceive you into the church.”

The Jew tried Methodists. Baptists,
Unitarians, Calvinists, Quakers, Pres-
byterians, Dutcli Reformed and a hun-

dred other creeds and sects and re-

mained —a Jew.

WHICH WAS FIRST—ALAMANCE
OR LEXINGTON?

(From The Outlook, New York.)
To the Editor: In your review of

my book, “Some Neglected History of

North Carolina,” (Neale Publishing
Co., New. York and Washington), you
quote from my book as follows:

“The battle of Alamance and
not the battle of Lfexington, as is
usually taught, was the first bat-

tle of the American Revolution”
and that “the war of tlio Regula-

tors was a revolution and the be-
ginning of, and the Revolutionary

War the ending of, one and the

same war against oppression by
the British Government.”
Then you say:

“All this Dr. Fitch affirms he
has ‘proved’ but his ‘proof’ when

measured by historical standards
can hardly be called satisfactory,
arid Lexington must still be credit-

ed with the distinction it has so
long enjoyed.”
Now. Mr. Editor, I do not know by

what ‘historical standards’ you meas-
ure historical facts, but if you will
grant me space in your valuable jour-

nal I shall be pleased, for the infor-

mation of your learned readers, to
prove that my historical standards are
thoroughly reliable, trustworthy and
incontrovertible.

I will begin by referring you to
George Bancroft, the great American
historian, an able defender and en-
thusiastic eulogist of the Regulators,
lie has written them down upon im-
perishable record as the earliest and
most devoted American Revolutionary

patriots.
Bancroft, in his history', Yol. VI., pp.

183, referring to the revolution of the
Regulators and the battle of Alamance,

he says: “The blood of “rebels”

against (British) oppression, was first
shed among the settlers on the branch-
es of tiie Cape Fear River”. (The Bat-
tle of Alamance was fought on the

banks of the Great Alamance River, a
tributary of the Cape Fear River. )

I will - next ask your attention to
Wheeler’s History of North Carolina,

to Part I. on page 59 you will find
the following, he says: “At the bat-
tle of Alamance was the first blood
spilled in these United States in re-
sistance to exactions of English rulers
and oppressions of the British Gov-
ernment.”

Lossing in his “Field Book of the
Revolution,” Vol. I, pp. 577, says:
“Although they (Regulators) were de-
feated in that early conflict (Battle of
Alamance) that first battle of our war
for Independence they were not sub-
dued and many of the survivors were
among the most determined opposers
tb Cornwallis a few years later.”

C. L. Hunter, in his book, "Sketches
of Western North Carolina,” on page
11, says: "On the 16th day of May,
1771, the battle of Alamance was
fought.

* * * They (Regulators)
rose to arms, were beaten, but theirs
was the first blood shed for freedom
and Independence in the American
Colonies.”

S. W. Stookard in a. "History of
Alamance,”' oh page 58, says: “The
beginning of the Revolution was not
an easy matter, but it began on the
Plains of the Alamance: * * * *

There was a divinity that shaped our
destiny and the Regulators began the
Revolutionary War at the Battle of
Alamance.”

We could go on giving additional
quotations from “Revolutionary His-
tory of North Carolina,” by Graham,

Hawkos and Swain; “Life of Dr. Cald-
well.” by Caruthers; “Sketches of
North Carolina History,” by Dr. Foote,
—an array of eminent historians ot
recognized ability, untiring, painstak-
ing, conscientious seekers after truth.
With one accord they all believed and
«toutly maintained that “the first
blood shed in battle with the troops
of the English Government in support
of the principles of the American Re-
volution was the blood of North Caro-
linians, and the first battle for Ameri-
can Independence was at Alamance.”

There seems to be little danger of
their losing the place in history as-
signed them by such historians at,
Bancroft, Loosing, Wheeler, Hunter,
Caruthers, Foote, Graham, Hawks.
Swain and a host of others. These,
Mr. Editor, are the historical stand-
irds by which we measure historic
facts “to prove” that Ilie Battle of
Mama lice was the first battle of the
\inerican Revolution.

Possibly no fact ip American history
has been more doubted and discussed,
and as a consequence more clearly and
indisputably proven—that the battle
of Alamance was the first battle, and
here was shed the first blood of Ameri-
cans for freedom an.d Independence.

The battle of Alamance, fought May

16th, 1771, the British colors* flying

over Governor Tryon and his army of
1,200 men well officered, with artillery,
avalry and rangers; against the Reg-

ulators of whom about 1,000 bore arms
he battle lasted three hours, during

which time Tryon sent out, the white
lag twice, and, was at last, victorious,
•ruffering a loss of more than 70 killed
md wounded, and the Regulators loss
vas about the same number.

The battle of Lexington fought on

\pril l!tth, 1775, between (’apt John
’arker commanding about 70 minute
nen, and the British led by Major
Pitcarin, who advanced within a. few
ods of Parker and commanded him
o "disperse ye villians,” and fired on
he minute men, the encounter lasted
bout 30 minutes with a loss of 7
ailed and nine wounded to the Am'-ri-
ans, the loss of the British was one
rounded horse and three wounded
nen.

Your "Historical Standard” no doubt
ire the productions, of Northern and
Eastern historical writers, who under
local patriotic influences, failed to give
redit to the North Carolina patriots
t Alamance. They have lauded the

‘Boston Tea Party” and the battle of
Lexington to the “four winds,” first,

or sectional pride, and second because
hey know the facts, but in writing oui
listories they overlooked the "Stamp
\ct Riot,” antedating the “Boston Tea
’arty” by eight years, and the battle

>f Alamance, antedating the skirmish
it Lexington by almost four years
irobably because they did not seek this
listoric information.

It is true some historians make the
statement that the Regulators were not
ighting British troops, and that they
.ere not fighting for Independence. As
o the first statement it is sufficient
o state that they were fighting the
anie sort of a force that suffered de-
eat at the hands of Fhelby and Cleve-
and at Kings Mountain—Colonial
Vlilitia—flying the British flag and led
>y officers who represented the British
rown. As so the second statement,
he same argument would prove that {

Lexington was not a battle of the Re- I
olution at all. Other historical j

¦vriters state that the Regulators did i
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not come to the Plains of the Ala-

mance expecting to tight, neither did

the men of Lexington.' It is stated
that the night preceding the outrage
at Lexington there were not 50 people
in the Colony that ever expected any

blood would be shed in the contest.
The patriots of Alamance have been
stigmatized as rebels according to
the British view the men of Lexington
were nothing more nor less.

Compare the utterances and the
deeds of the men of Alamance with
those of the men of Lexington. They
at Lexington instruct their representa-
tives to demand ‘radical and lasting

redress of their grievances.’ On the
village green of Lexington free-born
Americans swore ‘to combat manfully
for their birthright inheritance of

liberty.’ On the green sward of Ala-

mance the Regulators, counting them-
selves free-born, gave full proof of
their resolve ‘to know and enjoy the
liberty which they had inherited.’

“Word chimes with word. Deed
harmonizes with deed. The same
spirit of freedom, ready to die for lib-
erty. breathes in both. At Alamance
there burst forth in a battle for right
and justice the same undaunted spirit

! of love for freedom that afterwards
J flashed in the Mecklenburg Declara-
| lion of Independence, and later flamed
; at King’s Mountain, at Cowpens, aud
at I Guilford Court House.”

Massachusetts, with the glories of
her Lexington, must yield precedence
to the Old North

t
.State and her "Ala-

mance,” where the first patriots defied
an army flying the British flag, and
gave up their life-blood for American
liberty and independence.
WILLIAMEDWARD FITCH, M. IX

Savannah, Ga», March 31.
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Announcement.
At the solicitation of my friends 1

hereby announce myself as a candidate
for alderman from the Second Divis-
ion of the Fourth Ward. I do this
solely in the interest of good govern-
ment, and not in the interest of any
man, clique or corporation. If elected
I will do all I can to promote good
government. G. W. GOODWIN.
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