
FOURTEEN LIVES
LOST IN FLAMES

The Convent of St. Anne
Destroyed.

DEEDS OF HEROISM

One Nun Burned to Death and Two
Others Perhaps Fatally Injured in

Efforts to Save the Lives of

the Young and Help*

less.

(By the Associated Press.)
Montreal, April 21.—The little vil-

lage of St. Genevieve is in mourning

tonight over the loss of fourteen lives

in a fire which destroyed the convent

of St. Anne there early today. One
nun, nine children, ranging in age

from 10 to 18 years, and four old wo-

men perished in the flames. Two

nuns were so severely burned that it

is feared they will die. In their

grief over the catastrophe the vil-

lagers find some comfort in relating

the heroism displayed by Sister Marie
Adjuteur, who gave up her life, and

Sisters Marie Therese and Marie Rom-
ertine, who were perhaps fatally burn-
ed in their efforts to save the lives of
the children and helpless old women
in their charge.

There is no organized fire protec-
tion in the village. The fire, which
started at an early hour in the morn-
ing was beyond control by the time
the sleeping people could be aroused.
A bucket brigade was formed, but the
efforts to check the flames were futile
and the quaint old structure was re-
duced to ashes.. Sisters Marie
Therese and Marie Robertine were
rescued with difficulty from the hall-
way, where they had fallen, overcome
by the smoke and flames.

One of the first to reach the con-
vent after the alarm was sounded was
Alphonse Garaud, who lives opposite
the convent grounds. He had two
daughters in the institution and his
first thought was naturally for their
safety. Securing a ladder he raised
it at one end of the building at a
window of the dormitory, where he
knew one of his children slept. When
he smashed in the window a large

volume of smoke poured out. He
rescued one girl and a minute later a
second girl jumped from the adjoin-
ing window. Urged by Sister Marie
Adjuteur, he ascended the ladder
again and called out, but received no
response. In another moment flames
were pouring out of the window' and
he was compelled to retreat.

The fire started in the Old Ladies
Hospice and the smoke was so thick
that the children on the floor above
were unable to get down.

The convent was called Ste Anne’s,
and was a branch of the convent of
the Sisters of Ste Anne’s of Lachine.

The building was a grey stone struc-
ture, handsome in appearance, mas-
sive in character and with the church,

it formed a central feature of the
pretty little village.

St. Genevieve is a village and parish
of Jacques Cartier county on Riviere
Des Prairies. It is three miles from
Beaconsfield and five miles from
Pointe Claire.

THREE FIREMEN INJURED.

Six Women Burned Severely ami Sev-
enty People Homeless.

(By the Associated Press.)
New r Yqrk, April 21. —Three firemen

were injured, six women were severe-
ly burned, seventy families were made
homeless and property valued at $150,-
000 was destroyed by fire in the heart
of the thickly settled Hebrew centre
in the Brownsville section of Brooklyn
today. The fire was attended by in-
tense excitement and for a time threat-
ened to spread far beyond the limits
in which it finaly was controlled. It
started in the basement of a five-story
brick building at the corner of That-
ford street and Belmont Avenue which
was occupied by B. Glass & Company
as a furniture store, spread rapidly
through the structure and within a few
minutes had leaped across the street to
a long row of double beck brick and
frame tenement houses. These build-
ings burned like tinder and the occu-
pants in many cases escaped with the
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A RECEIVER ASKED
By Policy Holders in

Equitable.

Meeting of a Number of These in Chi-

cago Results in Decision to

Take Case Into Federal
Courts.

(By the Associated Press.)

Chicago, April 21.,—\ bill for the
appointment of a receiver for the
Equitable Life Assurance Society of

tihe United Stales and seeking an
accounting was filed in thq United
States Circuit court ncre today by At-
torney D J. Schuyler. Tne petition
is filed in the name of Abraham Sit-
ron and other policy-holders in the
society. Sitron says he holds a $2,000
policy in the society and that his in-
terests are being dissipated by the offi-
cers and directors of the society. He
names specifically President J. W.
Alexander and Vice-President James
H. Hvde.

They are charged with misappro-
priation of funds ard mismanagement.

The bill also declares that i>r ten
years the charier of the company and
the laws of New York have ben vio-
lated inasmuch as the officials have
failed to dhtribute the profits of the
company among the policy-holders.

Attorney Schuyler who filed the bill
said that the complainants had held
a meeting and decided to take the
matter into the Federal c- u;r

THE STATEMENT OF HYDE.

He Declares That Notwithstanding llis
Concessions lie Has Been Tricked.

(By the Associated Press )

New York, April 21.—Jam os H.
Hyde tonight issued a staten. n tin re-
ply' to tin? committee of agents which,
waited on him yesterday to iema td
his resignation. Referring to the
Equitable controversy Mr. llyde says:

“In that controversy I feel that I

have been treated witli great injustice
and that no one has so serious cause
for complaint as I have. So far ar
any good results could he served bv

the resignation of any officer respon-
sible for the injury which the society
has suffered ana is doubtless to suf-
fer in the future your request is mis-
directed.

Mr. Hyde expressed his disbelief
in any system of control which places
the agents over the directors and offi-
cers. He said, however, that in re-
sponse to representations that there
was a genuine desire on the part of

the policy-holders to vote for direc-
tors he offered to place his stock in
the hands of trustees for fra; years to
he voted in accordance with the direc-
tions of the board of hrectors. This
offer was not accepted. Finally Mr.
Hydes su’d he consented that policy-
holders should elect 28 of the 52 di-
. fectrrs.

“Tills concession.” said .Mr. Hyde,
“was intended for the o-;-eln * i the
policy-holders, but in practical efiect,

as I ’.hen feared and n nv b« iieve it
was the purpose th it an/ ••••at < ssions
by me should be utilized tor the oene-
fit and account of the instigators of
tliis movement who proposed to ere-et
a constituency of agents to control
the votes of policy-holders. This be-
lief is confirmed by the extraordinary

proceedings at your recent meetings

in this city in which the power dom-
inating the meetings was <p itc appar-
ent.”

Mr. Hyde said notwithstanding
these concessions he was tol l that the
warfare would go on until he was
forced out of office.

“It is evident.” he said, “that I
have been designedly tricked. I now
know that those sacrifices which T

have been deceived in > making have
been simply an enc ungemer.t to
further attempted !nva.;iuns of the
rights of stockholders.”

*

LET POLICY-HOLDERS CONTROL.

Hendricks Replies That He Favors
Mutualization and Means to

Probe Equitable Affairs.

(By tl/ie Associated Press.)

Syracuse, N. Y., April 21. —Prefer-
ably mutualization, the turning over
of substantial control to the policy-
holders, or some other remedy to re-
lieve the embarrassing situation in the
affairs of the Equitable Life Assurance
Society, was the burden of the request
made of Superintendent of Insurance
Francis Hendricks by the committee

of general agents who laid their wishes
before him here today. Among the
agents present were: H. H. Stinson,
Roanoke. Va,; R. P. Lake. Memphis.
Tenn.; H. Swineford, Richmond, Va.;

W. J. Roddey, Rock Hill. S. C., and J.
J. Elliott, Nashville, Tenn.

Joseph Bowes, of Baltimore, who
was spokesman of the committee, told
Superintendent Hendricks that the
agents favored the mutual plan. There
is no animosity among the agents
against Mr. Hyde, he said, but a
change must be made to deprive him
of the immense power he wields.

Mr. Hendricks expressed himself in
favor of the proposition in the hands
of the attorney-general concerning
policy-holders’ representation upon the
directorate, making it only a question

of time when policy-holders will be in
control. In closing Mr. Hendricks
said:

“And I will tell you, too. that before
I get through with this compary I
will find out who are dummies. I will
find that out absolutely. You can rely
on this. When we get done we will
tell jou the true condition of the so-
ciety.”

Higgins Promises Aid.

(By the Associated Press.)

Albany, N. Y., April 21. —The crisis
in the affairs of the Equitable Life
Assurance Society was laid before Gov-
ernor Higgins at. the executive cham-

ber this afternoon by P o committee
of thirty-five of the managing agents
of the society, which earlier in toe
day at Syracuse had mad? the same
appeal for mutualization of the so-
ciety. to Superintendent Hendricks, of
the State Insurance Department. The

views of the agents were presented
to the governor by Joseph Bowes,
manager for the Equitable at Balti-
more, as chief spokesman, and he
was seconded by Edward A. Woods, of
Pittslburg, Archibald C. Haynes, of
New York, and Reginald T. Naist, of

London.
Governor Higgins made very evi-

dent his appreciation of tii • great se-

riousness of the situation in the Equit-
able Society. He said it was i ques-
tion whether the Legislature could al-
ter the charter of the society without
the stockholders’ consent. He assured

greatest difficulty. Six women were
painfully burned in making their way
from the blazing homes and three fire-
men were caught under falling walls.

SISTERS TO OCCUPY ONE CELL.

Nan Patterson anti *Mrs. Smith —The
Show Girl Goes to Preaching.

The Man Who Says He Saw
Young Kill Himself.

(By the Associated Press.)

New York. April 2. —Nan Patterson
will hereafter occupy a cell with her
sister, Mrs. J. Morgan Smith. This ar-
rangement was made today by War-
den Flynn, of the Tambs. The cell is
in the new hospital war in the wo-
men’s section. The twb women will
occupy this cell so long as no illness
breaks out among the women inmates
of the prison.

Today being Good Friday they at-
tended service in the Presbyterian
chapel. After services Miss Patter-
son’s counsel and her father called.

Lawyer Abraham Levy, counsel for

Nan Patterson, telegraphed today a
Chicago lawyer to secure in detail the
story of Samuel Eisenburg, who said
he saw Caesar Young kill himself. Mr.
Levy was informed in reply that Ei-
senburg told a convincing story and
was willing to come to New York to
testify to it. Mr. Levy said it tallied
with that told by the witness Hazel-
ton, of Oneonta N. Y., who testified
for the defense in Nan Patterson's last
trial. “The man does not speak Eng-
lish,” said Mr. Levy, “and I do not

know how he would stand under the
fire of cross examination, but his story
impresses me.”

Tlie Story of Eisenburg.

(By the Associated Press.)

Chicago, April 21.—Samuel Eisen-
burg, the Russian-Jew, who has told
of seeing a man kill himself while in
a cab with a woman June 24, 1904, on
West Broadway, N. Y., expressed will-
ingness today to go to New York and
testify on the witness stand in the case
of Nan Patterson.

“The cab in which Young and Nan

Patterson sat. oassed within five
feet of me,” said Eisenburg today.
“The man appeared drunk and he ap-

peared to be fighting with the woman.
She was clinging tightly to his hands.
The cab was moving very slowly and
the woman said something to the
driver as if to tell him to go raster.
He cracked his whip and then went
faster.

“Suddenly the man got his hands
free and pulled a revolver from his
pocket. His hand went up and down
and then the shot rang out. The man
fell over on the woman’s lap. The
woman seemed to faint, because her
head fell on her shoulder.”

JOINT CONVENTION
Os Old Dominion and

Tar Heel Quill
Drivers.

Mr. J. L. Hart, secretary of the Vir-

ginia Press Association, has commun-
icated to Mr. John B. Sherrill, secre-

tary of the North Carolina Press Asso-

ciation, that the Old Dominion editors

are enthusiastic over the happy sug-

gestion that the Virginia association
meet this year at the time and place
of the North Carolina State associa-
tion. Mr. Hart writes that the idea is
approved everywhere, and it is advo-
cated joyfully and universally by the
Virginia press. The executive commit-
tee of the Virginia association has been
called to meet on April 29th, when the
matter will be taken up, and with this
in view, Mr. H. B. Varner, president
of the North Carolina association, has
directed an invitation to the Virginia
association, which gives the commit-
tee something tangible to work upon.

Mr. Varner’s letter is directed to Mr.
M. Botts Lewis, president of the Vir-
ginia Press Association, and is as fol-
lows:

“in behalf of the executive commit-
tee of the North Carolina Press Asso-
ciation, I extend to you and through
you to the members of the Virginia
Press Association, a cordial invitation
to hold your next annual convention
in joint session with the North Caro-
lina Press Asociation at the Kenil-
worth Inn, Asheville, N. C., July sth
and 6th. I sincerely nope that your
association will accept this invitation,
as I am sure that a joint convention
of the quill drivers of the Tar Heel and
the Old Dominion would be highly
profitable to the brethren, as well, as
the good of the States. The North
Carolina editors, the citizens of Ashe-
ville, and the people of North Caro-
lina will consider themselves greatly
honored if you accept this invitation,
and will extend every courtesy pos-
sible.”

fHE DAILYjNEWS AND OBSERVER.

the agents he would do till possible
to bring about better conditions in
the city.

SAFETY APLIANCE ACT.

Suits Against Seaboard and Coast Line
For Failure to Comply With It.

(By the Associated Press.)

Jacksonville, Fla., April 21. —Suits
were instituted in the United States
Court here today by United States At-
torney J. N. Stripling against the Sea-
board Air Line Railway and Atlantic
Coast Line Railway for failure to com-
ply with the safety appliance act of
congress.

The declarations were filed by di-
rection of the Attorney-General of the
United States at the request of Inter-
State Commerce Commission.

Failing to have certain cars and
locomotives equipped with automatic
couplers with brakes that can be oper-

ated from the locomotives are the
grounds of the suit. Judgment for the
amount of the penalty provided by the
act of Congress is asked for each al-
leged violation.

The Reply Not Yet Expected.

(By the Associated Press.)

St. Petersburg, April 22. (Satur-
day.)—No reply is expected from Vice
Admiral Rojestvensky for several
days relative to the instruction to
him to respect the neutrality of
French waters. Admiral Wirenius

stated last night that Rojestvensky’s
telegram announcing his arrival at
Kamranh Bay, took four days in
transmission. Admiral Wirenius ad-
ded that he had no idea of the pres-

ent whereabouts of Rojestvensky, but
that he believed he had left Kamranh
Bay. In any case, he said, at this

season territorial waters offer no great

advantage, because the weather is
good and the sea calm.

Ilie Japanese Pause.

(By the Associated Press.)
St. Petersburg, April 22. (Satur-

day.)—A dispatch from Gutziatzy

slates that the Japanese mo .'cr.iont

eastward has come to a standstill on
a line extending through Pachatzu,
Tuaugu and Ufantu, while fresh Rus-
sian re-in forcements are arriving
daily.

Coaling at Hainan.

(By the Associated Press.)

London, April 22. —The Tokio cor-
respondent of the Daily Telegraph
gives a report emenatiug from Pekin
that a portion of the Russian Second
Pacific Squadron is e ialing at Hainan,
an island southeast of T«*n iuiu Is-
land.

CONVICTS ESCAPE
White Murderer and Ne-

gro Thief Left State
farm.

Two convicts escaped from the State
farm April 19th, one a white man,
convicted of murder, and the other a
negro, serving a term for house-
breaking. The information of the es-
cape of the two prisoners was received
at the penitentiary yesterday, but no
details were submitted with the report,
indicating the manner of their es-
cape.

John Watson, the white man, is
forty-five years of age and was con-
victed of murder at the October, 1904
term of Vance criminal court, and was
sentenced for a term of twenty-five
years. Watson is five feet five inches
in height, weighs 130 pounds, and has
blue eyes and sandy hair.

Will Smith, the negro, is twenty-
one years old, and was convicted of
house breaking at the September, 1904
term of Lenoir criminal court, and
was sentenced to ten years in the peni-
tentiary. He is a dark ginger cake
complexioned negro, of five feet seven
inches in height, and weighs 152
pounds. He carries a scar on the
back of his head and a scar over his
left eye.

For their recapture the State peni-
tentiary authorities will pay a reward
of $25 and all necessary expenses.

ORDERED TO SAN DOMINGO.

Uie Tacoma Will be Sent to Protect
American Interests.

(By the Associated Press.)
Pensacola, Fla.. April 21.—Rush or-

ders for the cruiser Tacoma to pro-
ceed to San Domingo were received
late this afternoon. That vessel began
to coal immediately, moving from the
city down to the navy yard where fuel
and stores were taken on board, and
it is expected that she will get away
before daylight. It is said here that a
number of warships have been’ordered
to San Domingo bv the Italian govern-
ment and as trouble is anticipated the
Tacoma was ordered there to protect

the interests of the United States citi-
zens.

An Excellent Paper.

It was reported in Wednesday af-
ternoon’s proceedings of the Ladies
Missionary Union that the paper en-
titled, “How to Interest Young Peo-
ple in Missions,” was read by Miss
Penick. Miss Penick’s name was on
the program, but the report was er-
roneous, as Miss Fannie Heck con-
sented to take Miss Penick’s place in
presenting the subject.

The paper was one of the most
earnest and valuable efforts on the
subject made during the life of the
union, and was greatly appreciated.
Miss Heck is one of the pioneers in
State mission work for young people.
A rising vote of thanks was tendered
Miss Heck by the union.

New Officers of Union.
At the close of the Albemarle

Presbytery the Ladies Missionary
Union elected its officers for the en-
suing year, and as the custom is to
elect officers residing at the place
where the Presbytery is holding its
sessions, all the new officers are. from
Raleigh.

The election resulted as follows:
President—Miss E. V. Penick.

Vice-President—Mrs. Leo. D. Heartt
Recording Secretary—Mrs. L. P.

Duncan.
Corresponding Secretary and Treas-

urer —Miss Bates.

Dr. F. P. Venable, president of the
State University, while in Raleigh on
business connected with the Univer-
sity. Thursday stated that large num-
ber of pledges for money from alumni
are being received, and there will be
no difficulty in receiving the $50,000
from Carnegie on the terms under
which it was offered, that a similar
amount be obtained.

11 MIXEDfESTION
When Does the New Com-

mittee Go In? Good-
win Contest.

Out of the contest against the nomi-
nation of J. Sherwood Upchurch in

the primary in the Fourth Ward on
last Thursday, there developed yes-

terday what may prove a puzzling

question as to the powers of the old
City Executive Committee, and as to
when the new committee takes office
under the primary.

When the Upchurch contest arose at
the canvassing of the vote by the
committee on Friday, it will be re-
membered that after the matter had
been postponed until Friday night, it
was then agreed that the committee
would adjourn to meet on Monday
night and hear evidence on the chal-
lenges to the regularity of certain
votes cast for Mr. Upchurch. At that
meeting, both the contestee, Mr. Up-
church, and the contestant, Mr. Good-
win were represented, Mr. Upchurch
by his attorney, Mr. W. B. Jones, and
Mr. Goodwin by Mr. James H. Pou.

The matter having been postponed
by apparent acquiescence or consent
on the part of either side, there was
surprise yesterday when Mr. Jones de-
livered to Mr. Pogue a paper signed
by seventeen members of the newly
elected committee requesting him to
call a meetings of the committee for
noon tomorrow for the purpose of
electing a chairman and for transact-
ing other important business.

Mr. Pogue replied that the com-
mittee had already been called to
meet on Monday night and that he
was not advised that the new com-
mittee had any actual existence as
such until after the nominations had
all been made by the primary. He
stated that he would consider the
matter and make known his decision
op Monday morning. It had always
been the custom, however, said he
for the old committee to hold over
until nominations had been made and
for the new committee then to take
charge of the campaign. Mr. Pogue
stated that he had no desire to have
any friction, but that he was doubt-
ful as to his own proper course under
the circumstancse, as well as to
whether the newly elected committee
was a.s yet an official body.

Mr. Upchurch, it is understood, pre-
fers for the contest against his nom-
ination to be heard by the new rather
than the old committee and his friends
therefore wish the new committee to
organize at once so as to take charge
of the hearing. While the precedent
has been for the old committee to
hold over until nominations in the pri-
mary were concluded, it is claimed by
certain members of the new commit-
tee that under the legalized primary
law their existence as the authorized
party body dates immediately from
the time at wiiich the vote by which
they were elected is canvassed, which
was done on Friday following the pri-
mary. This, it is understood, is the
construction placed upon the act by
Mr. Jones, who stated to Mr. Pogue
that he had asked him to call the
meeting as an act of courtesy to him
as chairman of the old committee.

It also developed yesterday that the
friends of Mr. Jones are urging his
election as the new chairman.

While the uqestion involved, in the
light of precedent and past usage, are
somewhat involved there is no disposi-
tion on the part of the members of
either the old or new committee to
have any friction or bitterness in their
settlement. Whatever is done will be
after careful scrutiny of the act and
good advice..

Britt Had a Pardon.
Mr. John Britt, who was challenged

by Mr. Goodwin as having voted il-
legally by reason of being an ex-con-
vict, called at the News and Observer
office yesterday and stated that the
crime of which he was convicted was
committed when he was a boy and
consisted of rocking a train: that he
was at the time in bad health and
mentally unbalanced and that he had
been pardoned by Governor Scales.

A reporter investigated the matter
in the Governor's office and found
the papers in the case and a copy of
the pardon, the latter dated November
26, 1887. From the papers, including

a number of affidavits from prominent
citizens of Goldsboro, letters from the
prisoner’s mother and father. Judge
oCnner who tried the case and others,
it appears that Mr. Britt was at that
time considered insane and had been
so determined by a commission. it

was on the ground of insanity in fact

that the pardon was granted, he hav-
ing been convicted with a companion

of shooting at a train near Southern
Pines and sentenced to four years in
the penitentiary.

The only question as to Mr. Britt,

therefore, is whether or not a pardon
serves to enfranchise a mar. who has
lost his right to the ballot through the

commission of a felony. As to this,

there is a difference of opinion among
lawyers. Governor Glenn’s opinion is
that the franchise is restored and that
was the opinion of Governor Aycock
and Attorney General Gilmer, who
filed an opinion to that effect in answer
to a request for the same from the ex-
governor.

THE RAILWAY CONDUCTORS.

Increase of Scale for Those on Atlantic
Coast Line.

(By the Associated Press.)
Wilmington. N. C.. April 22. —The

genereal committee. Order of Railway
Conductors, embracing the nine divis-
ions of the Atlantic Coast Line from
Richmond, Va., to Jacksonville, Fla.,
adjourned its annual meeting here to-
day, after having been in session a
week. Officers for the ensuing two
years were elected as follows:

General Chairman, John M. Walker,
of Wilmington, N. C. Vice-Chairman,
W. M. Lewis, of Montgomery, Ala.;
Secretary, J. G. Kornegay, of Ports-
mouth, Va.

While here the general committee
had several conferences with General
Manager Royall, of the Atlantic Coast
lane, and secured a satisfactory in-
crease of th</ scale with adjustment of
several other matters, the nature of
which was not given out.

The increase effects something over
four hundred passenger and freight
conductors all over the system.

Another change in the leaving and
departure of trains on the Louisburg
road was made last Monday, as fol-
lows: Leaves Louisburg at 8:40 and
11:30 a. m., and 5:20 p. m. Arrives
at Louisburg at 9:55 a. m. and 3:20
and 6:40 p. m. These make close
connection at Franklinton for Raleigh
in the morning and evening, and also
make close connection for the Norfh
at noon and evening.—Louisburg
Times.
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BIG GAIMONOAY
State University and A.

& M. Teams Play
’ in Raleigh.

The greatest game of ball of the
season is scheduled for Monday, for

it is then that the “Farmers” and

the “Yackety-Yacks,” otherwise the

A. and M. and the State University go

up against each other. That it is go-

ing to be a great big event is certain,

and there will be an enormous crowd
at the Fair Grounds at 4:15 when the
game is called.

Each team is on its mettle and will
play the game on tip toe. Without

doubt the contest will be the biggest
and most hotly contested of any seen
in Raleigh since Carolina played
here last season, when A. and M. won
her first victory over the University.
Already the greatest of interest pre-

vails with the game yet uncalled, and

when the umpire announces tomorrow
“Play ball,” strained voices and tense-
ly tightened nerves will be the natural
order, for the termination of the game

is an unknown quantity.
Both teams have winning ways and

both are playing brilliant ball. The
relative standing of each may be de-

duced from the following compari-
sons: Both alike lost to Lafayette, of

Pennsylvania, and both won from

Syracuse, of New York and Washing-
ton and Lee, of Virginia. University

beat Oak Ridge, which in turn de-

feated A. and M., but the connise is

true when the Guilford propositions
is studied, for the “Quakers’ lost to
A. and M. by the same score they
won from the University.

Rooting will be a great side attrac-
tion worth the while, as a special
train comes from Chapel Hill to bring
the “Varsity” boys who will attempt

to vie with the cadets, while fair de-

votees from the female colleges will

divide their smiles and applause.
The game is to be called at 4:15,

and with both teams putting up their

best available men it is certain that
there will be “something doing” for

nine innings of star baseball playing.
This will perhaps be the last game,

of the season and everybody should
see it.

EIGHTY-FIVE HOUSES BUILT.

Tills is High Point’s Record Since the

Fir.sb of January.

(Special to News and Observer.)

High Point, N. C., April 22. —This
city has had a marvelous growth since
the first of the year, which is a
wonder even to the citizens who see
what is going on every day. Since
January Ist eighty-five houses have
been built, most of them good sub-
stantial structures, some of them
costing as much as SIO,OOO to $20,-

000. So far this year’s improvements
have gone ahead of any previous one,
and it appears to be getting better
each month.

One of Mr. J. P. Redding's houses,

occupied by Mr. Smith, billing clerk

at the depot, caught fire yesterday
from a defective flue. The flames
were soon extinguished with but little
loss.

Municipal matters are warming up

considerably here. There are a

dozen aspirants for the mayorship
and a half hundred or more who
would like to be an alderman. There
was never a time in High Point when
so much interest was manifested in a
municipal election and the primaries
to be held next week will be largely
attended.

Two. of the nicest buildings in the

State are in process of erection here
at the present time, the hotel Elwood
annex and the bank building of the
Wachovia Loan and Trust Company.

Debate at Elon.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Elon College, N. 0., April 2 2.—The

fourtieth annual debate between the
Philogian and Clio Literary so-
cities was given in the college chapel
yesterday evening. The query, “Re-
solved, That the various States should
adopt compulsory educational laws,"

was argued in the affirmative by
Messrs. Alfred W. Andes and Edward
French for the Phi Society, and by

Messrs. L. Homes Whitley, Jr., and

Deland I. Gay, in the negative, for

the Clio. The affirmative won. The
debate was largely attended and was
highly interesting and entertaining,
being classed among the best of tho
series given by the societies.

Many visitors are here from various
towns in Virginia and North Carolina,
among them are Rev. W. S. Long. D.
D. and bride. He was married last
Wednesday to Mrs. Mittie Virginia
Ames, daughter of Capt. T. R. Gas-
kins, near Norfolk. They will reside
in Graham.

Mr. W. L. Smith, a merchant of
our village, and Miss Lettie Foust, of
Graham, sister of Prof. Foust, of the
State Normal College, were married
on the 19th inst. and were attendants
at the debate.

The college has adjourned work for
the Easter recess until April 25. The
Psifhelian Literary Society announces
their annual public entertainment to
take place Monday evening, the 24th
instant.

Church One Hundred Years Old.
To day the Cedar Fork Baptist

church will celebrate its centennial.
This church is in Durham county not
far from the Chatham line, and it was
there that Company I of the Sixth
Regiment was organized in which so
many Chathamite's volunteered just
forty-five years ago. It is at Nelson,
which is near to Morrisville in this
county.
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ESTABLISHED 1868.

The Norfh Carolina Home Insurance Company
OF RALEIGH. N. C.

Partial list of high-grade securities owned by this company.

PAR VALUE. MARKET VALUE.
$43,150 North Carolina State Bonds

3,000 Wake County Bonds
30,000 North Carolina Railroad Stock ,»4,070

\ 10,700 United States 4 per cent. Bonds 11,231
4,000 Norfolk & Southern Railroad Bonds... 1,160

A. T. &O. It. R. Bonds, Charlotte to

11.500 Statesville
15,000 Western N. C. Railroad Bonds 17.100

Cash in Banks and in course of collec-
tion *'Mmi

$202,671

Over $1,150,000.00 Losses Paid in North Carolina.
A North Carolina Company For North Carolina. People.

FALSE FIRE ALARM
Chief of Department Will

Ask Stringent Meas-
ures.

Chief Walter Woollcott, of the Ral-
eigh Fire Department, stated yesterday
that he would ask the new mayor and

board of aldermen for a sure preventa-
tive of false fire alarms. He believes

the present fine, SSO and sentence to
thirty days on the roads, are insuffi-
cient penalties, and he will request

that the fine be raised to S2OO and the

term of imprisonment or service on
the roads be increased to six months.
This, ho said, would be enough to
make the man caught and punished
consider well and long before he turn-
ed in a second false alarm. He will
also ask for a sufficient reward to be
given those who give accurate infor-
mation as to the violators, so that the
fire department may thus be enabled
to keep a special man employed to
detect those who indulge in this prac-

tice, which he declared must be
stopped.

The chief said that the first person
caught will be prosecuted to a convic-
tion and punished with the full penal-
ty and this will be done irrespective
of person, white or colored, wealthy or
destitute, prominent in social life or
one of the most obscure.

The firemen consider the sending in

of a false alarm the meanest thing
a man can do. The volunteers do not
mind responding to a fire cal lat any
hour of day or night, but they do ob-
ject to being called out of their beds
in the after midnight hours, and when
arriving at the cal box, finding noth-
ing but a miserable joke. False alarms
have a tendency to weakening the ef-
ficiency of the departmenet. The men
do not know when the call is a legi-
timate cal, but the false ones irritate
and sometimes discourage the men.

Both men and horses, at every
alarm, take the chance of being in-
jured, and although it is seldom that
a man or beast is hurt, yet the chance
is always taken in responding.

During the last year there averaged

one false alarm for every month, and
this year the average has been increas-
ed. Two “illegitimates” were sent in
during March,.and two during April.

KPWORTH LEAGUE MASS MEET-
ING.

Mass Meeting Will be Held Thursday
Next.

Rev. H. M. Dußose, D. D., general
secretaiy of the Epworth League, and
editor of the Epworth Era, Nashville,
Tenn., will address a mars meeting
of Epworth Leagues of the city next
Thursday night. The exercises will
he held in Edenton .Street Methodist
church and will begi,u at eight o’clock.
There will be special music.

All Leagues in the city will attend.
The public is invited, nut a special
invitation is given to all young peo-
ple. especially members of young
people’s societies, and young men and
women of the city Methodist churches.

After the public exercises, a meet-
ing of the city union will be held and
officers will be elected for the ensu-
ing year.

Dr. B. F. Dixon’s Appointments.

Dr. B. F. Dixon. State Auditor, has
a number of engagements at different

places to speak in the near future.
He will deliver educational ad-

dresses at Mapleville, in Franklin
county on Tuesday; at Hickory

Grove, Wake county, on Friday.
He will also deliver addresses at

the closing of the Elizabeth City
schools on May 5, the Presbyterian
College, Charlotte, on May 16, the Sa-
lem High School, in Sampson county,
on May 19th, and the Elm City
Schools on May 22.

Dr. Dixon will make the response
to the address of welcome at the re-
union of the “Blue and Gray” in
Washington, D. C., on the tenth of
May.

REFORMERS IN SQUABBLE.

The Program for May Day Fails to
Touch Many Burning Questions.

(By the Associated Press.)

St. Petersburg, April 22.—(Satur-
day. ) —12.50 a. m. —May Day demon-
strations on a grand scale throughout

the empire is the program of the So-
cialist wing of the reform party, was
announced at the Pan-Russian Cong-
ress of Journalists which closed yes-
terday after a protracted and stormy

session. The congress illustrated the
lack of unity in reform circles, the
program as finally adopted failing to

touch many burning questions of the
hour on account of the impossibility
of harmonizing the views of divergent
elements. At the conclusion neither
side was satisfied with the program.
The Socialists announced that the plan
of organized meetings and parades in
every city and industrial center of
Russia on Mav 14. to which they were
unable to gain the concurrence of
other elements, will be carried out re-
gardless of the congress. They dis-

claimed any intention of rioting, hut
declared that if the police attempted

to break up the demonstrations the
government will be answerable.

The program adopted comprises
vague resolutions in favor of the na-
tionalization of land, some form of

liberation of the laboring classes from
the industrial yoke, and the right of
various nationalities to self-develop-

ment as far as consistent with the ex-
istence of the empire.

Summer schedule on the Aberdeen
and Asheboro railroad was put into
effect yesterday (Wednesday). Trains
going east leave Troy at 9:05 a. m.,
and 3:25 p. m. and return about an
hour later. This is the best schedule
we have ever had on the Mt. Gilead
branch. —Troy Montgomerian.
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