
EEEHERE AND THERF.=
::::::: :By Mrs. Meta Folger Townsend.::::::::

A recont* writer has interesting 1
things to say of life in a hospital as he

had found it. From this my memory

turns backward.
* * *

A young woman, worn by over-\Vork
and continued ill health, strained by

the pressure of her own restlessness
and desire to accomplish her share of

the world's work, is advised to go to

Johns Hopkins, the greatest beneficent
institution on the Western Continent.

There’s the dread of the knife, the
thought of strangers and their possi-
ble coldness, the fear of protracted
helplessness in the power of the ma-
chine, —but over against that is the
hope of relief, of freedom) from the
long, long days of suffering and the
longer nights of sleeplessness.

Ah! those nights when one is not in
pain, when you can not put your
hand on any one nerve and feel that
the trouble lies here, or that ease there

will bring that blessed sleep which
“knits up the raveled sleeve of care.’’
To lie hour after hour, with mind fly-
ing through wide spaces of thought,

tense, alert but fully conscious that
this is unhealth, that the morrow will
bring quivering nerve on which every
jarring sound or unlovely sight will
play as discordantly as does the bow

on the untuned instrument.
To have ease from all this she would

go, alone as seemed best for money’s

sake, and try conclusions there among
strangers. A friend—one as true as
steel —makes things comfortable for
the traveler at the beginning of the
journey. The berth made down and
the occupant furnished with a dainty
luncheon from the home of the friend,
the trip is begun in comfort. What
thoughts Ailed the mind of the in-
valid as the train sped northward, it
would be amiss to tell.

It was near midnight when the
train pulled Into the city of Baltimore.
“What a thing friendship is, world
without end.” The same true one had,
unknown to the invalid, telegraphed to
Dr. Hurd t#> have some one meet that
incoming train.

There was a carriage with pillows
and a thoughtful attendant ready to
adjust those pillows with a view to
the greatest possible comfort. Already

are there indications that the hospital

is not simply a machine but that some-
where in the administration there is«a
great throbbing heart.

...

“You at least do not demand good
looks from your patients, do you?” in-
quired the invalid the next day. There’s
Miss E. , the night nurse, an ex-
ceedingly handsome girl; the night
superintendent of nurses is a pretty
woman; the head nurse in Ward B is
beautiful; the resident physician has
the ideal Greek face; Dr. Kelly’s is a
face which denotes the highest type
of personal attractiveness. You know
it when you see it, and yet you will
hardly be able to describe it—there
is a something about it quite inde-
scribable. It is hard to give one an
idea of the mere physical look of a
man or woman. To say that the eyes
are of a certain color, the face of a
given contour, is hut to leave the
faintest trace from which the fancy
may finish a doubtful picture, but
when it comes to an attempted de-
scription of spiritual qualities glowing

in a face, illuminating it with a divine
light—one Is altogether helpless
though his vocabulary were ever so
perfect.

You are drawji toward Dr. Kelly by
this quality which animates every
movement and gives weight to every
word. You are sure, before you hear
the many beautiful things said of him
by nurse and patient, that here is a
man filled through and through with
a line spirituality as well as with a
broad, human sympathy which so well
be-.cmes his profession.

You are not surprised to learn that
this great man, Napoleonic in the held
of surgery, is a Christian of the truest
type, simple in his faith, ever ready
to kneel in prayer when preparing for
the work of the knife. To don the
surgeon’s linen, then meet his Maker
in earnest faith and rise calmed and
strengtiiened for the delicate, nerve-
trying work, —which of us would not
feel safer under the eye thus cleared,,
the hand thus steadied?

“Fanaticism,” you say? Not a bit
of it. Try it yourself. Face death by
the knife. Let two men stand before
you prepared to operate. Know that
one comes trusting in his own skill
alone, that life’s worries have no
counterpoise for him save in himself,
while the other, of equal skill and
daring, has his heart set deep in a
source of unspeakable calm. Let that
source be. to you. a fancied one, it is
still valuable for its phychic effect on
the surgeon, and thence some of its
power would reach you. The chances
are that the merest scoffer would pre-
fer the Christian unless the spirit of
bravado bullies him into cnoosing the
other.

• * * *

Says the head nurse: “Take these
two wards in Dr. Kelly’s charge, and
you find that the death record is
smaller there than in any hospital the
world over. This is the more re-
markable because we take hopeless
cases here and allow the patient to
stay on, getting what ease he cun till
the end comes, while many hospitals

will not accept incurables.”
*

This Is a world of its own, having an
earnest purposeful life throbbing

through it. A great life it is. One
full of varied charm if you simply
consider the people you meet.

The Canadians are here in force,
drawn hither through the infiuence of
Dr. Osier and Miss H , the super-
intendent of nurses, both of whom are
Canadians. There are two lovely
English girls in the training school
who have come byway of Canada.
The young physicians working under
l>r. Kelly hail from the Dominion and
from widely separated parts of the
United States. You see it is cosmo-
polis in miniature.

* * *

Is it true that the men and women
out in the larger world are half so
ready with the friendly word and the
hearty ha nil-grasp?

Something is said of church affilia-
tions. "I am a Methodist.” said the
invalid. There was a quick step for-
ward on the part of a Canadian physi-

cian “A hand-shake—l. too. am a
Methodist.”

Again, the fact is brought out that
the patient is from North Carolina.
Says Dr. Clarke, from the far North-
west: “I am part North Carolinian.
My family came from that* State,
though it was before my birth.’ On
Inquiry it is found that this fellow
feeling is strengthened by a tie of
kinship, sure, if ever so distant. The
name strain of Quaker blood had in-
fused a little of its saving grace into

CAPTURE OF PLYMOUTH
BY MAJOR GENERAL HOKE.

[The people of North Carolina are
glad to read anything connected with
General Robert F. Hoke, whose
career as a soldier has given him first
place in the hearts of North Caro-
linians. Much to the regret of his
comrades, General Hoke has never
written .about his services or permit-
ted his views to he printed. Below is
printed a brief story of the Capture
of Plymouth, written by Colonel
Thomas S. Kenan, which will be read
with much interest.—Editor.]

In 1864 the disaffection in some por-
tions of North Carolina against the
Confederate Government, caused by
disappointed persons, was growing to
such an extent that it was determined
to make an effort to allay it by an
attempt to change the military situa-
tion. At that time. Federal troops
were occupying Plymouth, New Bern,
and other eastern towns. Grant was
pressing Lee in the Wilderness Cam-
paign with his army of about 150.000;
another column of about ,32.000 under
Butler was threatening Petersburg,

and still another under Burnside was
mobilizing at Annapolis of about 30.-
000. and preparing to make Plymouth
its base of operations for the purpose
so cutting Lee’s southern communica-
tion at Weldon. These were masterly
preparations of Grant, and perhaps
would have then resulted disastrously
to the Confederates, had it not been
for counter-movements under able of-
ficers. President Davis comprehend-
ed the situation and was anxious to
do something in order to encourage
the people, and also, at the same time,
to check the movements of the three
columns of the Federal army. In or-
der to see what was best to he done,
he concluded to consult an army of-
ficer from this State, and accordingly
sent for General Hoke, with whom he
had a long conference in Richmond.
The President expressed the opinion
that something should be done to
force the Union troops from Eastern
North Carolina, as being perhaps the

most important step to be taken.
Hoke was asked many questions about
the different points occupied by the
Federal troops, and especially about
the feasibility of attacking Plymouth.
He replied that he had never been in
that part oj' the State and knew noth-
ing of the position held by the
enemy, but he said that he would
promise the President one thing, and
that was, if he was sent to North
Carolina with troops to attack Ply-
mouth or any other point, there
should he a fight. The President de-
termined to authorize him to make
the movement, and orders were ac-
cordingly issued placing him in charge

of the ’military operations in North
Carolina. In addition to his own
brigade, other brigades, regiments
and artillery from the Army of North-
ern Virginia were detailed from vari-

ous commands in sufficient numbers
to make up a division of about 4,500

men. An order was also issued by
the Navy Department placing Captain

Cooke, of the Albemarle (then in pro-
cess of construction at Edwards’ Fer-
ry, on Roanoke River), under Hoke’s
directions. All these preliminaries
having been arranged, he left Rich-
mond for his field of operations, and
at Weldon took passage on a train of
box-cars. On arriving at NaJumta
(now Fremont) the train took a sid-
ing and waited some time to allow a
passenger train to pass. It was a
cold night, and he and two other
passengers, who were on their way to
Raleigh on business, got out of the
car, made a fire of some lightwood to
add to their comfort. An amusing

incident occurred in a conversation
which took place between them. It
was learned they were from Plymouth
and quite familiar with the situation
there, and Hoke plied them with ques-
tions and gained all the information
he could about the locality, They

did not know him. He had no insignia
of rank. They told him of the many
troubles of our people who lived in
territory continguous to that occupied
by the Union troops, and, notably,

that their negroes were constantly
leaving them to get into the Federal
lines, and many depredations were
committed by the Federal soldiers.
One of the men said he had lost ten
negroes and would give one of them
to anybody who would recover the
other nine for him. And after the
capture of Plymouth, people came
Into the town to see the successful
General and to find out if they could
not regain the property which had
been taken from them, and it so hap-
pened that this same man was there,
who told Hoke he had ten negroes to
leave him and would give one of them
to any person who would get the oth-
er nine for him. as he wanted them
upon his farm. He identified his
property, and asked the General to
give him an order to take them home,
but he was informed that there were
only nine, and reminded of his
promise, made on the night above
stated at Nahunfa, to give up one of
them if he could get back the others
—Hoke telling him that he came there

to take that town for the express pur-
pose of getting -the “nigger” he
promised. The man was surprised to
know, for the first time, that the per-
son met on the above occasion was
General Hoke. After the fun-making
was over, he left perfectly satisfied
with the result of his visit, and said
he would vote for General Hoke for

President of the Confederacy.
Plymouth was captured with about

4,000 prisoners, and a great quantity
of army supplies, among them 600
mules, sent there in advance to sup-
ply Burnside’s army. But they were
distributed to the Confederates —much
of them being sent to Lee’s army.

Hoke then moved on Washington

and forced its evacuation, and then

on New Bern, and was investing that
town when he received peremptory
orders to take all of his available

?roons to Petersburg, then threatened
by Butler’s army. So urgent were
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the orders that they were sent by five
or six couriers who delivered them
successively in about six hours. This
method was adopted, so that if one
or more of the messengers were kill-
ed, the other might succeed in com-
municating with Hoke. New (Bern
would certainly have been taken, hut
for this order to report elsewhere, for
the Union troops at points on our
coast were demoralized after learning
of the fall of Plymouth. Hoke re-
ported for duty as ordered with his
division, and the troops were taken
from the train and immediately went
Into a terrific engagement at Drury’s
Bluff in May, 1864, with Butler’s
forces who were badly beaten, and
thus the contemplated movements of
the Federal Army were thwarted. Mr.
Davis, the president, was on the field
and witnessed this fight. He rode
with General Hoke under the shot
and shell that were whizzing about
them without evincing tjie slightest
fear. He was as “game a man” then
as lie was at the Battle of Buena
Vista.

The Battle of Plymouth has been
written in detail by a gallant officer,

who participated in it. Regimental
Sketches, vol. 5, pag 175 (see also
Sketches of 43rd and 56th Regi-
ments). Its successful termination
under the direction of the active, fear-
less and level-headed General, brought
about a great change. The necessity
and importance of the movement were
recognized by our people, who gave
expression to their appreciation in
the following resolution passed by the
Confederate Congress:

“That the thanks of Congress and
the country are due and are tendered
to Major General Robert F. Hoke and
Commander James W. Cooke, and the
officers and men under their com-
mand. for the brilliant victory over
the enemy at Plymouth, North Caro-
lina.”—Joint resolution approved May
17, 1864, War Records, Series 1, vol.
33, page 305.

Governor Vance also sent a con-
gratulatory message to the Legisla-
ture, in which he said the result was
especially gratifying, because it was
accomplished by troops under the
command of distinguished North
Carolinians, and suggested the pro-*
priety of rendering thanks to the
“brave officers and men under their
command for the conspucuous hero-
ism which has been rewarded by such
splendid success.”

And a commission to be Major Gen-
eral in the Confederate Army was
sent by telegram to General Hoke,
direct, by the President. It did notgo through the ordinary military
channels for consideration and en-
dorsement, and it was the only in-
stance during the war where such a
compliment was bestowed. The tele-
gram of the President is as follows:
“Brigadier General Hoke: In the
name of the Confederacy I thank you
for your success. You are a Major
General from the date of the capture
of Plymouth.”
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the veins of both patient and physi-
cian.

* * *

The invalid had been taught to be-
lieve that she would be treated simply
as a piece of machinery to he set in
working order, ami even since then
she has heard the same hospital cri-
ticised for its cold-bloodedness.

“Can't Miss W he with me a
good deal? I like her so much.” The
patient did not understand, at first,
that certain nurses were detailed for
duty to certain patients, hence she
was not aware of any impropriety in
speaking to the head nurse of Miss
W . That young lady soon came in
with a smiling face: “Now 1 am to
take care of you. Miss Brown and my-
self have been exchanged.”

The head nurse had promptly gra-
tified what seemed a whim, not. of
course, for the mere sake of giving
the patient her own way. but because
she was wise epough to recognize
how powerfully the body is affected by
mental states.

The strongest of us will reflect the
moods of those about us. then how
needful it is that the sick should have
the benefit of a sunny smile, a cheery
word, and a sympathetic nature such
as belonged to Miss W .

Again: “Why do so many doctors
come at once? It confuses me.”

Later the speaker learned that the
young physicians working under Dr.
Kelly, and anxious to lose no w'ord of
his, always waited quietly in the hall
till the nurse and one physician came
out to them.

Sometimes one feels that any suf-
fering is not too great if so we find
the tender heart of humanity.

* * *

It is wonderful, the attraction that
women of culture find in the nurse’s
life. The training school at Johns
Hopkins has turned out a remarkable
set of women. You know without the
telling that many of these now in
training have had fine social arid edu-
cational advantages.

The head nurse already spoken of
may be taken as somewhat more than
a fair sample. A woman of great
beauty, and possessed of a mind, re-
markable for its brilliancy yet essen-
tially feminine, she might have ruled
in any social world if her inclinations
had led her there.

Even here she has a certain pre-
eminence. Her charm and strength
are recognized. The Christmas season
spent by the invalid In Johns Hopkins
brings to the nurse's room book after
book whose outward dress appeals to
the lady’s refined taste as the inner
substance is fitted to the woman's cul-
tivated intellect.

Even Dr. Osier once said to the
nurse who had sometimes been detail-
ed to assist in his ward: “They tell
me you are fond of lyric poetry. There
is a little book you may like.”

And still, with all her cultivation, in
spite of all her natural ability and
her acquired self-control, the woman’s
dominant quality is her heart-power.
Always must that be the ruling thing
in womanliness. When off duty and
allowing that marvellous mask of con-
trol to slip from her for a moment,
this nurse once tells the invalid a
pitiful little tale of how they had
fought to save the life of Billy, a stray

waif who had no one to fight for him
outside the hospital walls. There are
tears in the eyes, and the sweet voice
is broken when the words end the
story: “But we couldn’t save Billy.”
Think you not that a heart like that is
worth more than all the culture of all
the schools?
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