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MORNING TONIC.

(Dr. Samuel Greene.)

The miller lowers his wheel to the
current of the stream, fastens it there
and God grinds his cam. So I put my
anxious little life down into the cur-
rent of the divine life and movement,

and God takfcs up Its burden and in the
place of submission I have both rest

and power.

the women who remained at
HOME.

For forty years, upon every recurr-

ing Memorial day, the South’s elo-

quent sons have paid tribute to the

valor of the Confederate soldier in
battle and his courage upon his re-

turn to a home of poverty. The
world has resounded with praise of

the heroic Lee —greater in defeat

than wearing the uniform of his coun-
try before he tendered his sword to

the State of Virginia. The other great

officers who won imperishable fame
have been made immortal iir tributes

from comrades in arms. The match-

less devotion of the private soldier
has been portrayed and his fortitude

emblazoned upon the of history.

But few memorial orators have given
a picture of the nom-combatant South,

the sacrifice of the women at home,

who bore the brunt of the struggle,

without inspiration of martial music
or the companionship of comrades to

relieve the tediousness of the march.

The women suffered in quiet homes,

often with hardly the bare necessi-

ties of life.

Elsewhere we publish the address-

prepared by Rev. R. H. Whitaker, D.

D., to deliver in Washington on Me-

morial day. He was unavoidably de-

tained at home, but the Washington

people and others will enjoy reading
it in these columns. It on a new-

line —a “home” picture of the South-

ern women during the war. It will

interest the young who know nothing

of the privations that were entailed
and will touch the hearts of the cld
soldiers, who found their chief
strength in the love and courage of

the women of whom Dr. Whitaker

writes. He has written many charm-

ing and beautiful pictures of North
Carolina scenes —none better than of

“The Women who Remained at Home
—the Soldiers in Dresses who Fought
the Greatest Battles.”

AT ASHEVILLE THIS WEEK.

One of the most important religious
gatherings ever held in Nortli Caro-

lina will begin at Asheville on Wed-

nesday of this week and continue un-

til Sunday. It is a Missionary Confer-

ence conducted by three conferences
of the Southern Methodist church. It

is expected that nearly all the bishops

with two thousand delegates will be

in attendance. There will be addresses
by the bishops and by returned mis-

sionaries from all portions of the
world.

The mission work of the Christian

churches is the most distinguishing

characteristic of the church of this

era. “Go into all the world and

preach the gospel” Is the command
which the church has heard and is

heeding. Millions of money and thou-
sands of men and women have been

dedicated to this great work—great

not only in the sense that it is carrying

the news of a saving religion to those

who sit in darkness, but also be-

cause it is the forerunner of civiliza-
tion and commerce.

Tiie mountain metropolis will give

glad welcome to the earnest men and
women who will gather at Asheville
to learn more of the work in the mis-

sion field and to gather inspiration to

do more to send the gospel to the ut-

termost parts of the earth.

WILL PRINT IT LATER.
*

One of the strongest arguments ever
written against the high freight rates

and the discriminations against North
Carolina manufacturers by railroads
was written by Mr. Caesar Cone. It

was published in The News mul Ob-

server and will be republished shortly.
It was a splendid article and its array

of figures left no answer to the South-
ern Railway. A request was made of

Mr. Cone yesterday for the date of

the publication but he wired “Regret

I do not remember the article referred
to or date.”

We will go over the files, find the

article and refresh Mr. Cone’s memory.

When he reads it and contrasts it with
his testimony in Washington, he will
see that this paper was within its
rights when it asked “Why Did Mr.

Cone Flop?”

I
WHO REPRESENTS NORTH CARO-

LINASENTIMENT?

At the last session of Congress, a
bill was introduced to confer upon the

Inter-State Commerce Commission
the power to fix railroad rates and to

enforce the same. It provided, of

course, Nthat the railroads would have
the right to have the rates set aside
if they were so low that they denied
the owners of the railroads a fair
dividend upon the money invested.
That bill had the approval of Presi-

dent Roosevelt and passed the House
by a very large majority. All the

members of the House of Representa-

tives from North Carolina voted for
it, as they were instructed to do, both
by the overwhelming sentiment of
their constituents and by the National

Democratic platform, adopted at St.
Louis in 1904, which was in these
words

“We demand an enlargement of the
powers of the Inter-State Commerce
Commission, to the end that the trav-
eling public and shippers of this coun-
try' may have prompt and adequate
relief from the abuses to which they
are subjected in the matter of trans-
portation.”

The vote of the North Carolina dele-
gation in Congress said in effect to the
world: “The people of North Caro-
lina, \\;ho have commissioned us to
represent them, favor a law that will

confer upon the Inter-State Commerce
Commission the same powers to fix

and enforce inter-State rates as the
North Carolina Legislature has con-
ferred upon the State Corporation

Commission to fix and enforce Intra- !
State rates.” I

In their vote, did the North Carolina
members of the House voice the Senti-
ment of the people of this State? If
so, the railroad directors and officials, '
who ride dead-head to Washington to

declare that the business people, man-
ufacturers and shippers are satisfied

with present freight-rate conditions, j
are not correctly stating the true po- 1
sition of North Carolina upon this 1
important question. Either the Con-
gressmen or Mr. Cox and Mr. Cone

are misrepresenting the views of this

State. Which ?

As to the individual views of Mi*.

Cox and Mr. Cone, we have nothing

to do. They are both successful busi-

ness men who stand high in their

communities. If they think present

railroad rates and present discrimina-
tions and present rates are all right,
they have a right to their views. But

when they go to Washington, and tell
the Senate Committee as large manu-
facturers that this State does not wish
rate-making legislation, they thereby

in effect declare that the votes of the

delegation in Congress does not truly
represent the State.' They essay to

defeat such legislation by creating an

impression which, if true, shows that
this! State is misrepresented by its
Congressmen. Os course Mr. Cone and |
Mr. Cox believe the sentiment to he !
as they have stated it, but they haye j
mistaken their own views for the views .
of the people of the State. There- j
fore, it becomes necessary to say that
these gentlemen, in their zeal to con-
tinue present freight rates and condi-
tions, have erred in their statement

that their views are shared by the
mass of manufacturers, business men,
shippers, merchants and farmers of

the State.
Director Cox and Director Cone are

in line with the views of President
Spencer, Vice-President Andrews and
other railroad officials, but not in line

with the business interests of Nortn
Carolina. The votes of the North
Carolina members of Congress correct-
ly voice the sentiment of the people

of the State, the railroad officials and
directors dissenting.

THE BALLOT-BOX CASE.

Mayor Graham, of Durham, was

right in sending the case against W. T.
Riggshee, charged with ballot-box
stuffing, on to the grand jury, and put-

ting the accused under bond.
If the man is guilty, he ought to he

given the full penalty of the law*. If

innocent he ought to be acquitted af-
ter a full hearing by a jury of his
country. There is no crime that de-
stroys respect for law and that guar-

antees bad government so much as the

crime against the ballot. The man

who stuffs a ballot-box is an enemy to

good government.

The trial of this case, the sifting of

evidence, and the determination to go

to the bottom of it w'ill do good in

Durham and elsewhere. It will serve

notice upon all men who lack proper

veneration for the ballot-box that it is
dangerous to tamper with it.

MONEY IN FRUIT.

The Asheville Citizen notes the

presence of Mr. M. C. Ring, of Wis-

consin, who is in Western North Caro-
lina with a view of establishing a

fruit farm. He sees that such an in-
dustry woud be protfiable. The truth

is that Western North Carolina is

ideally situated for fruit growing.
Much is grown there and on a large
scale every year. It can be made a
great industry and will before many

years constitute a chief wealth pro-

ducing industry in all mountain coun-

ties.

THE CONSUMER PAYS THE
FREIGHT.

Because nobody talks much about

freight rates except railroad folks and
shippers, some people jump to the
conclusion that nobody else has any

concern in the rates. The Durham
Herald voices that view when it asks;

“If the railroads and the manufac-
turers are satisfied with present rates

who is it that is doing the kicking 0”

As a matter of fact most manufac-

turers (except those who ride on free
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1 passes or get some concession or re-

bate) are not satisfied, but if tluy

were satisfied to divide with the rail-
roads tiie heavy burden which high

freight rates impose on the «.oosum-
-1 er, the people who pay the freight

[ rates have a right to demand a re-

duction. The manufacturers and the

railroads nearly agree on protection,
but that does not relieve the burden
upon the consumer who pays the

tariff tax.
But the consumer hires no body,

owns no newspapers, controls no Sen-

atorial cabal and he has a hard time
I

to secure consideration.

NO PUNISHMENT TOO SEVERE.

The defects in the jury system can
nearly all be remedied by a strict

compliance with the laws, the exer-

cise of judgment and nerve by the Su-

j perior court judges, and a sound pub-

lic sentiment. It is too often true,
when a case is being tried in which

one of the parties has plenty of mon-
ey, attempts are made to tamper with

the jury. Judge Brown took prompt

| steps in such a case in Iredell county

I some years ago and Judge Long did

likewise in Randolph. Unfortunately,
• neither of these criminals was made
‘to wear stripes. It seems almost im-

possible to get a corporation tool who

commits crime punished like ordinary
folks. Why?

| The Madison County Record tells

of another attempt to influence jurors.
! It says:

“While trying the ease of Rector
! vs. The Southern Railway Company
’it developed that Aleck Buckner, a

witness in the case, had given one
1 or more jurors a drink of whiskey
before court convened. Judge Neal

,at once ordered Buckner to jail for
, contempt of court. Final judge-

ment has not as yet been passed. The

'court will investigate the matter more
1 fully.” ,*

j Commenting on the practice of
1 “treating” jurors, the Record says:

“The practise of treating jurors

and witnesses during a court is a
dangerous one and has defeated jus-
tice many times in the past. Judge

Long gave a few fellows occasion to
remember this at his last court here

while Judge Neal is letting it be
known that his court must not be
monkeyed with. Let the good work
go on.”

There is need that judges make ex-

amples of men who tamper with ju-

rors or who s£ek to impair the fair-
ness of jurors by putting them in ad-
vance of selection, or otherwise, un-
der obligations to influential liti-

gants.

The only hope is In having fair ju-

rors, free to do right, without fear
or favor.

NO WARRANT FOR IT.

A few days ago the News and Ob-

server published a telegram from

j Norfolk, containing a statement
' by a woman that she was a daughter

jof Mr. R. J. Reynolds, of Winston-

Salem. The item would not have ap-

| peared if the management had given
the matter the consideration it de-

served. Since the publication, which

we seriously regret, investigation has
been made, and we find that there is
no warrant for the statement made

by this woman, whose character is
such that no statement of hers is
entitled to any confidence.

This paper tries to he careful in its
publications, hut in the haste incident
to getting out a daily newspaper, it
sometimes does itself and some good
man a wrong by inadvertence, as in

this instance. There was no warrant
for the story that reflected upon Mr.
Reynolds and we deeply regret the
publication.

The credit of Beaufort county is
gilt-edged. A few days ago County

Treasurer Tayloe sold $12,500 of re-
funding five per cent, bonds to Den-
nison Bros. & Co, of Cleveland, Ohio,

for a premium of $1,038.36. The pur-
ehasei-' v- q pay for engraving the
bonds. Beaufort owes no other debt.
Its affairs are well managed.

If Mr. Cone and Mr. Cox had gone
to Washington as railroad directors
and taken the railroad side, nobody

would have had anything to say. But
they essay to speak for the cotton
and furniture manufacturers, and er-
roneously supposed they were satisfied
with present conditions and present
high rates.

Director J. ElwQod Cox was hot
enought after the Seaboard, when he
requested the Railroad Commission to
compel it to reduce freight "rates and
pay him SSOO. If it is right for the
State to fix and enforce intra-State
rates, why is it not right. Mr. Cox, for

the Federal Government to fix and en-
force inter-State rates?

Rains for six weeks in Texas have

cut off the cotton planting and Geor-
gia farmers are plowing up their cot-
ton that was planted but was lost in

the grass. They are re-planting. But

the crop will be shorter than last
year.

*

’
.

President Alexander, of the Equit-
able, says that the surplus “belongs

to the policy holders.” But how is a
policyholder to get his share when
they keep piling it up and refusing

to make division ?

The young men in North Carolina
are almost everywhere at the front.

In the recent election in the towns

most of the important towns elected
young men as mayors.

We apologize to our readers for

printing it “Miss Nan Patterson.” It

should have appeared simply “Nan.”
A woman of her stamp is not entitled

' to he called “Miss.”

THE LEAPING ISSUE IN MARY-
LAND.

The leading issue in the Maryland
campaign this year will he the adop-
tion of the amendment to the consti-
tution that will disfranchise the bulk
of the negro voters in“My Maryland.”
The people of that State liave labored
under great disadvantages from the

big negro vote, not alone because it

is nearly always controlled by the
worst element in the Republican par-

ty hut also by the fart that in all

elections the excess of negro popula-
tion in the District of Columbia pours

into Baltimore and it is impossible
to prevent the casting of a large non-

resident vote. A conference of the
leading Democrats of Maryland with
Senator Gorman in the chair, was held

on Friday night and “it was determ-

ined with marked unanimity that
the negro disfranchising amendment

will be made the sole issue, that the
negro will be pushed to the front

from the start, and that the party

will take no backward step on this
policy.” The Baltimore Sun says the
party is in splendid shape, and adds:

“The county people at the confer-
ence, it is said, were all enthusiastic
about the amendment, and those who

come from close or doubtful counties
assured Senator Gorman that the
amendment is the one issue uphn
which they can elect their local can-
didates next fail. Their people, he

was told, are most earnest over this
question and nothing short of the ab-

solute and certain elimination of tiie
negro as a political factor in Mary-
land will content them. He was
further assured by his county lieuten-
ants that in their sections of the
State the amendment would he sup-
ported by hundreds of white Repub-

licans.”
From Maryland down the Atlantic

Coast and the Gulf every State has

adopted disfranchising amendments

except Georgia, where
_

the hegroes

seem wholly indifferent to politics,
and there is no necessity there for an

amendment to secure a condition that
exists without it. When Maryland
adopts the amendment, there will he

better political conditions in that State
and the “Solid South” will be free

from the dangers that have menaced
every Suite in it since 1868.

LITERARY NOTES.

THE SC HOOL OF LIFE, l»y Henry
Van Dyke. Publishers: Charles
Scribner’s Sons, New York.
In this day of commencements

when public men and graduates are
discussing the great problems of life

—and the graduates are solving them

with an off-hand sense of infallibility
that makes the old marvel —it is re-
freshing to read the address of a
master mind on the true school and
the true education. Closing the mag-

nificent address, Dr. Van Dyke said:
“There is a great complaint nowa-

days about the complication of life,

especially in its social and material
aspects. It is bewildering, confusing,
overstraining. It destroys the temper

of tranquility necessary to education.
The single life i,s recommended, and
rightly, as a reft|g<* from this trouble.
But perhaps we need to understand
a little more clearly what simplicity
is. It does jtot consist merely in low
ceilings, lo<sse garments and the ab-
sence of hrie-a-brac. Life may he
conventional and artificial in a log
cabin. Philistines have their preju-
dices, and the etiquette of the cotton
mill may he as absurd and burden-
some as that of the manor house. A
little country town, with its inflexible
social traditions, its petty sayings and

Henry Van Dyke.

jealousies, its obstinate mistrust of all

that is strange and its crude gossip
about all that it cannot comprehend,
with its self complacency, and its

subtle convolutions of parish politics,
and its rivalries on a half inch scale,
may be as complicated and as hard
to live in as great Babylon itself.

“Simplicity, in truth, is less de-
pendent upon external things than
we imagine.

“It can live in broadcloth or home-
spun: it can eat white bread or black.
It is not outward, but inward. A

certain openness of mind to learn the
daily lessons of the school of life; a
certain willingness of heart to give
and to receive ttiat extra service, that
gift beyond the strict measure of debt
which makes friendship possible; a
certain clearness of spirit to perceive
the best in things and people, to love
is without fear and to cleave to it
without mistrust; a peaceable sure-
ness of affection and taste; a gentle
straightforwardness of action; a kind
sincerity of speech—these are tiie
marks of the simple life, which
cometh not with observation, for it is
within you. I have seen it in a hut.
I nave seen it in a palace. And
wherever it is found it is the best
prize of the school of life, the badge
of a scholar well beloved of the
Master.”

ITALIAN LETTERS OF A DIPLO-
MAT’S WIFE, by Mary King Wad-
dington. Illustrated from drawings
and photographs. Svo. Pp. 324.
Price $2.50. Publishers: Charles
Scribner’s Sons, New York.

A woman’s view of Italian high life
will interest all who wish to read of
what a bright woman sees that histo-
rians and diplomats do not think it
worth while to tell. Mme. Wadding-

; ton as Miss King spent much of her
girlhood in Italy in association with

royalty and the men and women who
led in politics, in the church and in
society in that interesting country.
Later, after the retirement of her hus-
band, M. Waddington, from the Pre-
miership of France, she spent some
months there, the journey being taken,
in fact, on a season of rest and re-
adjustment on the part of the ex-Min-
ister, who, strangely enough, had
never been in Rome before. There are
glimpses

#
of audiences with many

great personages, and she tells of two
audiences with the Pope—two Popes.
In 1880 M. and Mme. Waddington
were presented to Pope Leo XIIIand
Mrs. Waddington to Pius X in 1 904.
Os the first presentation she writes:

“We went in at once, the monsig-
nor closing the door behind us and
leaving us alone with the Pope, who
came almost to the door to receive us,
so that the three regulation curtsies
were impossible. There were thr ;e
red and gold armchairs at one end of
the room, with a thick, handsome car-

pet in front of them. The Pope sat
on the one in the middle, put me on
his right and W. on his left. * * * He
asked W. ali sorts of questions about
home politics and the attitude of the
clergy, saying that as a Protestant his
opinion would be impartial. * * * W.
rather guarded at first (decidedly “ba-
nale,” I told him afterward), but the
Pope looked straight at him with his
keen, bright eyes, saying, “Je vous en
prie, M. Waddington, parlez sans re-
serves.”

“THE QUAKERESS.” A Tale by Max
Adelex (Charles lleber Clark.) Four
illustrations in color by George
Gibbs aiul four half tones. 12 mo.
100 pages: Price $1.50. Publishers:
The John C. Winston Co., Philadel-
phia.
Quite appropriately this charming

story that gives us a charming
heroine comes from the Quaker city.
The plot of the story is suggestive of
romance. The heroine, brought up in
the old time strictness and quaintness
of a Quaker settlement, visits an old-
fashioned Southern home of wealth. A
dashing young Southerner, with the
qualities of chivalry and courage, loses
his heart and the young Quakeress
finds, all against her will, that love
is stronger than creed or opinions. It
is as genuine and beautiful a love
story as you have read since you last
read Hei'lty Esmond, only it is sweet-
er and more like folks ought to fall
in love, and will make old married
folks young again.

Among the notable things in the
book is a description of a typical
First-day meeting in one of tlie quaint
eld houses of worship that are scat-
tered about the region referred to,
and of which most Americans know
little; a picture of a Quaker furiera,
and other pictures of domestic life
among the Friends.

The scene shifts for a. time to a
plantation in Maryland at the begin-
ning of the Civil War, and the author,
apparently from his own experience
and observation, represents Southern
methods of life in sharp contrast with
those to which the Quaker girl has
been accustomed. Later, there is a
battle-chapter, with a vivid descrip-
tion of the invasion of Maryland by
the Confederate army in 18t»2.

There is very Jit tie difference be- 4
tween Yankee Quakers and Southern
lovers of sport when both love music,

nature, and learn to love each other.
The Quaker, aside from his dress and

his strict devotion to his religion, is
like cither folks, though there is
something in the training that makes
for strength of character and hatred
of sham and forms. And it never gets

out of the Quaker, even to the third
or fourth generation, even though the
descendants marry out of the church
and enjoy dinners that the old-fash-
ioned Quakers would take no pleas-
ure in. The late Dr. J. Milton Worth,
long State Treasurer, in his early

manhood, fell in love with a girl who

was not a Quaker, and, according to
the rules, was turned out of the Qua-
ker church. But he told the members
of the Friends church. “You may
turn me out of the Quaker church

for marrying the girl I loved, but you
cannot turn the Quaker out of me.”
It was bred in the bone.

BY ELBERT IIUBBARD.

Editor of “The Philistine,’ Author of

“Little Journeys," “A mesAige to
Garcia,” etc.

Tlie less you require looking after,
the more able you are to stand alone
and complete your tasks, the greater
your reward. Then if you can not only
do your own work, but direct intelli-
gently and effectively the efforts of

others, your reward is in exact ratio,

and the more people you direct, and
the higher the intelligence you right-

ly lend, the more valuable is your
life.

It is ridiculous to suppose that a
youth can shut himself away from the
actual world of men. women and
things, in a college for a few years
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and then come forth and direct mor-
tals in the way of life.

Many people cannot adjust them-
selves to new conditions without pain.

God is good, there is no devil but
fear, nothing can harm us, the Uni-
verse is planned for God! Ah! a new
thought—all life is one, and we are
brothers to the birds and trees. Our
life is a necessary and integral part of
the Energy that turns the wheeling
planets, and holds the world in space.

He who influences the thought of
his time, influences the thought of all
time that flows. He has made his
impress on eternity.

If you are a student in a college,
! seize upon the good that is there. You
! get good by giving it. You gain by

i giving—so give sympathy and cheer-
; tul loyalty to the institution. Be proud
of it.' Stand by your teachers—they

are doing the best they can. If the
place is faulty, make it a better place
by an example of cheerfully doing
your work the best you can. Mind
your own business.

| People who live all the year in the
j quiet valleys where roses continually
j bloom, are not necessarily happy.

I think if I worked for a man I
; would work for him. I would not

| work for him a part of the time, and
| the rest of the time work against him.
I I would give him an undivided ser-
vice or none. If you work for a man,
in heaven’s, name work for him!

Ah! that is why I lift my hat to the
engineer—he is doing his work. He is
minding his own business.

The voice is the true index to the
soul. People who are ’ vulgar may

! dress correctly, and speak grammat-
ically, but they continue either to
Screech or purr. The clear, low,
musical modulation belongs only to
the men and women who Think and
Feel. To possess a beautiful voice
you must be Genuine.

In every successful concern, wheth-
er it be bank, school, factory, steam-
ship company or railroad, the spirit of
one man runs through and animates
the entire institution; The success or
failure of the enterprise turns on Ihe
mental, moral, and spiritual qualities
of this one man. Add the leader
who can imbue air army of workers
with a spirit of earnest fidelity to
duty, an unswerving- desire to do the
thing that should be done, and al-
ways with animation, kindness, cour-
tesy* and good cheery must be ranked
as one of the great men of the earth.

1 have noticed that in households
where u strap hangs behind the
kitchen door, ready for use, it is not
utilized so much for discipline as to
ease the feelings of the parent. They
say that expression is a need of the
human heart; and I am also con-
vinced that in many hearts there is a
strong desire at time to “thrash”
some one.

Salvation lies in carrying the Froe-
bel methods into manhood.

I expect to see the day when no
school teacher will have more than
twenty pupils.

Roosevelt A Rapid Reader.

(From the Century.)
T have no record of the President’s

recent reading, but it is not a secret
that he is "keeping up the pace.”
Some of my friends are still “read-
ing* at" Moi ley’s three thick volumes
of Gladstone’s “Life.” The President,
of course, read them promptly, gain-
ing, I am lold, not only a fresh but
a much more favorable view of the
great leader, whom ho confessed ho
had hitherto failed to understand. A
publisher not long ago told me that
Mr. Roosevelt seemed to have his eye
on the authors of their house, and
now and then a private letter full of
appreciation would pass through the
publisher’s hands on the way lo an
author. In the thick of the campaign
of 190 4 I happened to know that he
reread all of Macaulay”s “History
of England,” all of Rhodes’s “History
of the United States” and Dickens’s
"Martin Chuzzlewit.”

The other afternoon he was hand-
ed a new book —a not very long dis-
sertation on a matter of current in-
terest. That evening he entertained
a number of guests at dinner, and
later there was a musical party at
the White House at which he was
present. At luncheon the next day

j the giver said to him. “Mr. Presi-
dent, of course you have not had
time to look at that book.” “Oh,
yes,” said the President, “I have
read it.” Whereupon he proved that
he had done so by his criticism of
the book. One day lately a book of
short stories was sent to him; almost
by return mail came a letter thank-
ing the sender and saying he had at-

SUNDAY MORNING, MAY 14, 1003.

ready enjoyed the stories greatly in
serial publication.

“How does he manage to do it?”
All I know about this is that, in the
first place, he has by nature or prac-
tice the faculty of extremely rapid
reading. There are some men of let-
ters and “general readers” who never
have been able to acquire this art.
Others can take in paragraphs or
pages well-nigh at a glance. The
President must be one of these pho-
tographic readers who take almost
instantly the impression of a whole
paragraph or nearly a whole page,
the eye running along the line with
lightning-like rapidity, and leaping
to the more important phrases as by
instinct. I have known the follow-
ing to occur: A Congressman makes
a statement to him and hands him a
typewritten paper. Almost immedi-
ately ihe President hands it back to
him; whereupon the Congressman

says deprecatingly, “Mr. President,
may I not leave this paper with you?
I am anxious that you should read
it.” “But,” answers the President,

”1 have read it; you can examine me t
in it, if you wish.” %

Other Best Books.

The April Critic published as the

best six books of fiction issued during

the last half-year: Mrs. Humphrey
Ward’s “The Marriage of William
Ashe,” Charles D. Stewart’s “The Fu-
gitive BfcVuksmith.” Robert Grant’s
“The Undercurrent,” Eden Phillpott’s
“rPhe Secret Woman,” Henry James’
“The Golden Bowl.” May Sinclair's
"The Divine Fire.” Changes suggested
in the letters addressed to the editor
of the Critic, and approved in May
issue, would substitute "The Garden
of Allah” and “Paths of Judgment”
for some of the above.

Os the publications, fact or fiction,
since the April Critic went to press,
in the opinion of the group of readers

who made the lists, the Six Best
Books arc;

“The Autobiography of Andrew D.
White.”

“ Adventures Among Books,” by
Andrew D. Lang.

" XT otes from a Diary,” by Sir
Montserat Grant-Duff.”

“De Profundis,” by Oscar Wilde.
“Constance Trescot,” by S. Weir

Mitchell,
"There has been no epoch-making

book of fiction published in the last
few weeks,” says the Lounger in the
May Critic, “but there have been

some notable books that are not fic-
tion, the most important of these be-
ing Mr. White’s Autobiography.”

“Constance Trescot.”

Dr. S. Weir Mitchell’s new novel,
“Constance Trescot,” has followed
so closely upon his “Youth of Wash-
ington” that the public may get the
idea that Dr. Mitchell is a rapid
writer; but the facts are quite the re-
verse. Dr. Mitchell has re-written
“Constance Trescot” three times in

the past three years. The manuscript
was put into the type for the first time
two years ago, and a single set of page*
proofs was stnick off on “large paper”
and bound up for the author, who
worked for a year on these page

proofs. So many changes were made
that the book was entirely reset be-
fore issue. Dr. Mitchell believes (hat

“Constance Trescot” contains the best
work he has done or will ever do.

'the Czar as an Insurance Risk.

The Czar has b#en the most active
recent risk in English companies,
rays a writer in Leslie’s Monthly for
June. Up to a week before last

Christmas the rate on his life was five
per cent per annum. On December 29,

holders of Russian bonds, who insur-
eel him with the Lloyds for some tens
of thousands of pounds, had to pay
fifteen per cent for a policy running

only ten months. After the assassi-
nation of Grand Duke Sergius and
the Terrorist threat to wipe out the
imperial family, the Czar suddenly
retired from activity as an Insurance
risk. Nobody wanted him at the
underwriter's placed on his life.

The May “Smart Set.”

Gilett Burgess’s novelette, which
opens the May number of The Smart

Set, will surprise his admirers, for in
“The Visionists” lie has entered an en-
tirely new field and produced a story*

which is not only timely but power-
ful and absorbingly interesting. He
has gone to London for the locale of
the tale. The heroine is a young girl
who, through force of circumstances,
becomes a member of a society of so-
cialists who call themselves “vision-
ists.” Her adventures are wonderfully
exciting and the tragic denouement is

unforeseen. This novelette will win
new laurels for Mr. Burgess.

The June Smart Set.

“On the Newport Road,” is the at-
tractive title of the novelette which
opens the June Smart Set. Sewell
Ford is the author, and lie has writ-
ten as sprighly a piece of fiction as
has recently appeared. The story tells
of Mrs. “Billy”Redkirk’s social am-
bitions, her daughter, Barbara, may
make a brilliant marriage, the sudden
loss of the Redklrk millions,.and their
ultimate recovery. The tale is comedy
from the first to the last —bright,
clean, clever comedy—and no reader
can afford to iniss it.

The remarkable advancemade by
modern medicine in handling conta-
gious diseases and the possibility, first
sugggesttd by Pasteur, of making all
“infectious diseases to disappear from
the world,” is told by Dr. A. C. Seely
in Leslie’s Monthly Magazine for
June. The writer shows what work
has been done in bringing about arti-
ficial immunity through inoculation
and indicates the lines along which
physicians are working to curb the
contagious diseases that now ravage
the world’s population.

Ainslee’s for June makes another
palpable hit with its leading feature,
the novelette, entitled “The Outgoing
of Simeon,” by Elizabeth Duer. It is,
first of all, a love story, but it has
such freshness and originality that it
can hardly fail to please the taste of
even the most jaded reader of such
fiction. It also has, what is not usually
looked for, more than one dramatic
climax, so thre is no lack of interest
in it.

Ernest Thompson Seton’s new book.
“Woodmyth and Fable,” will be issued
by The Century Company April 22d,
with all the daintiness of dress and
wealth of illustration which charac-
terize the Seton books. Mr. Seton’s
first literary work was a series of pa-
pers on the animal life of Manitoba.
Interest in the sketches illustrating
these and similar articles was so keen
that Mr. Seton was summoned to New
York to illustrate the zoological part
of the Century Dictionary, contribut-
ing over one thousand drawings to
this work.

A mother seldom attempts to jolly
her son by telling him he is the very
image of his father.
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