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A FOUL MURDER,

ARSON, BURGLARY
Deeds of Devils in the Night Time in Robbery and

Destruction of the Standard Oil Warehouse

in Raleigh.

SKULL CRUSHED IN

W. H. Strickland the One Armed White

Night Watchman Murdered in the
Stables and Following the Breaking

Open of the Safe and Robbery of

Less Than $25, the Buildings Are

Fired and Totally Destroyed With

Loss Estimated at $30,000. Five

Mules Being Burned to Death With

Charred Fragments of Strickland

Found Under One of Them, His

Watchman's Clock Still at Work.

The roaring flames which early yes-

terday morning destroyed the Stand-

ard Oil warehouse in this city flamed
i hove a tragedy and a robbery, a mur-

der most foul.
A blow in the dark, a one-armed

white watchman done to his death, a
safe broken open and a pitiful sum of

money secured, a fire started to con-
ceal the murder and robbery which
swept all before it. is the brief synop-

sis of as horrible a deed as has ever
occurred *n Raleigh.

The fire swept away the Standard
Oil warehouse between West and Har-
rington streets in the northwest edge
of the city between two and five
o'clock" yesterday morning. In the
charred debris of the stable, partial-
ly under one of the mules burned to
death there was found shortly after
twelve o’clock yesterday the charred
and mutilated remains of what had
once been a man, William Henry
Strickland, the one-armed white
watchman stricken to death while on
duty.

This was the culmination of the
dreadful affair and after a full inves-
tigation of all the circumstances the
coroner’s jury at half past six o’clock
yesterday evening found that Strick-
land had come to his death by violence
at the hands of a person or persons
who had broken into the safe and fired
the buildings at the Standard Oil
warehouse. In which property, various,

ly estimated as valuing from $12,000
to $30,000 was destroyed, the holocaust
of flame burning to death live mules
and eating the flesh from the bones
of the murdered night watchman,

whose skull had been crushed by fiends
in human form.

Here is the story in brief as patch-
ed together from the various pieces of
evidences which have come to light,
’the midnight hour of Frfday night
had passed, and at one o’clock Strick-
land, his watchman’s clock in hand,
was inside the stable making the re-
cord in the clock to show he was On
his rounds. A man hidden in the
stable creeps up behind, and with an
axe or crowbar, deals him a death
blow in the head, crushing his skull,
killing him at once. Robbery the
purpose of the man, perhaps a com-
panion. steals from the stable, across
the yard and into the office of the
company. Here with sledge and crow-
bar and steel chisel the safe is broken
open, after perhaps an hours’ work,

and S2O or $25 is secured. Then a

fire is started to cover the murder and
crime and while the miscreants steal
away the flames spread, office and
warehouse are destroyed, oil flames
up, the stable is next on fire, four
mules are burned to death and ono
falls on the dead body of the watch-

man. one mule escapes into the yard,

the fire alarm sounds, hut too late ex-
cept to save surrounding building, the
people and the fire companies arrive.

It was half past two o’clock yester-
day morning that the fire alarm soun-
ded from box 41 and later from box
47. The first alarm was sent in by
rapt. Mart Thompson, of the Raleigh
police force, who coming down Mc-
Dowell Street from the direction of
the Blind Institution saw the flames
and gave the alarm. At the box he
found Miss Minnie Grissom, who
lives on North Street opposite the
warehouse, trying to give the alarm.
When Captain Thompson reached the

scene the fire had spread from the
office to the warehouse and storage

rooms of the oil company, but had
not reached the stables.

The fire companies responded
promptly and soon there was four
streams on the flames. The fire
could not be stopped, as spreading
from the office it found a fresh foot-
holdon the warehouse and in the bar-
rels of lubricating and engine oil stor-
ed in the cellars below, as only empty
barrels were in the warehouse above.
The flames continued to spread and
soon the stables were on fire and by
daybreak only charred embers of the
buildings remained.

The engine and lubricating oil in
the lower storage rooms were
consumed, and these exploded with
some noise. In the yard two kerosene
wagons with small tanks, caught on
fire, and the wheels and woodwork
were destroyed, the little oil left in the
tanks feeding this. At the west end
of the warehouse are five immense
tanks on brick foundations. From

value of the warehouse, the injured
tanks, the burned wagons, the loss of
kerosene, the 200 barrels of lubricat-
ing oil, the five mules, the stable and
feed, the office and its equipment and
the cash. Others state that they think
the loss will be between ten and
twelve thousand dollars. No outside
insurance was carried as the Standard
Oil Company carries its own insur-
ance. Mr. Whitelaw returned on the
1:30 a. m. train from Sanford the
night of • the fire and Mr.
C. H. Wiggins, in charge here, was
roused by the fire alarm, which drew
a great crowd to the conflagration.
These state that if there had been
much wind the lose in that section
would have been very great.

A coroner’s iur- . was empanelled
yesterday afternoon by Dr. Thomas M.
Jordan, the coroner, tthe members be-
ing Messrs. Jno. S. Jones, J. S. Up-
church, C. C. McDonald, W. H. Dunn,
T. F. Brockwell and John Mangujn.

These returned a verdict that William
Henry Strickland came to his death
by violence, inflicted by a person or
persons unknown, the same who broke
open the safe and fired the buildings.

The witnesses examined were Drs.
J. W. McGee and R. S. McGeachy, who
told of the condition of the
body and that theq could not
say death was by violence.
C. A. Jones, who found the loose
mule and said the fire had not reach-
ed the stable When he came, Capt.

Mart Thompson who told of sending

in the alarm, C. A. Maynard who
saw the fire before it reached the
stable and heard the noise made by
the mules, who also testified that if

a man had been alone he could have
gotten out, Mr. C. H. Wiggins, who

told of the time clock figures and Mr.
W. N. Whitelaw, who told of the time
of Strickland’s death after the clock
was opened.

There are some who say that per-

haps Strickland had turned loose the
first mule and was knocked down by

anothr in trying to lad it from the
burning stables, but the facts do not

bear this out. Detectives will be
brought here by the Standard Oil
people and every effort will be made
to ferret out the perpetrators of this
terrible deed, which has struck hor-
ror to the hearts of the people of this
city, who deeply sympathize with the
family of the unfortunate young man
so brutally and foully murdered.

EARLY STORY OF TIIE FIRE

Published in Six O'clock Edition of

News and Observer on Saturday

The Standard Oil Company’s
Works, corner of Lane and Harring-
ton streets, went up this morning in
billowy clouds of tire and dense white

(Continued on Page Thirteen.)

COMMENCEMENTS
Exercises at Salem Fe-

male College.

Oxford Graded Schools Close. Other

Educational News Including Award-

ing of Medals to Debaters and

Declaimers at Trinity.
(Special to News and Observer)

Winston Salem, N. C., May 20. —

Many visitors are here to attend the

one hundred and third annual coi\-
mencement exercises of Salem Fe-

male College, which opened tonight
with “Seniors’ Evening.”

The program was interspersed with
vocal and instrumental music of a
high order of excellence.

The subjects of the essays and the
members of the class were as follows:
Ivey Essay, by Miss Fulp, of North
Carolina; Poem, by Miss Ora Hunter,
of Tex.; Class History, by Miss Moor-
man, of Va.; Class Prophesy, by Miss
Gold, of North Carolina and Miss
Howard, of Virginia; Banner Essay,
by Miss G4)ld, of North Carolina.

The baccalaureate sermon will be
preached tomorrow morning by Dr.
Lilly, one of the ablest pulpit orators
in the State.

Oxford Graded School.

(Special to News and Observer.)
Oxford, N. C., May 20.—The com-

mencement of the Oxford graded
school was held in the chapel Friday
morning.

i he faculty this year is a splendid
one. The superintendent is Prof. R.
Y. Kittrell who for two years has been
untiring in his efforts to upbuild the
school.

There were seven graduates as fol-
lows: Misses Florence Landis. Evelyn
Howell, Elnora Williams. Kate Hays
Fleming, Flora McDonald, Julia Win-
ston and Miss Allene Cooper. The
program was interspersed with songs
by the school, under the direction of
Mrs. Kate Hays Fleming.

The University scholarship was won
by Mr. Earley Roller, the Davis medal
by Miss Florence Landis. In the
senior class first distinction was won
by Miss Evelyn Howell, second dis-
tinction by Miss Kate Hays Fleming.

The address to the class was then
made by Prof. R. W. D. Connor, of
Raleigh, who was one of the first
superintendents of the Oxford school.
He was heard with much pleasure,
after which he delivered the certifi-
cates.

At opera house at 8.30 o’clock a
great crowd was present to hear a
splendid address by Prof. Plato Dur-
ham, of Durham.

At Toisnot Institute.

The closing exercises of Toisnot In-
stitute win be held on the 26th inst,
at Elm City, North Carolina.

At Enfield School.

The commencement exercises of
Enfield Graded School will begin
Wednesday evening, the twenty-
fourth at eight o’clock, in Stallings’ '
Opera House, Enfield.

A GREAT BATTLE
NOW IMPENDING

•4 . .

Oyama’s Troops Move In-
to Position.

THE FOE IS WAITING

And It is Evident That Linevitch In*
tends to Accept a Decisive Battle.

A Russian Raid Southward

Met and the Muscovites

Repulsed.
(By the Associated Press.)

Gunshu Pass, (108 miles north of

Tie Pass) Manchuria, May 20. —A

general engagement is imminent.
Field Marshal Oyama is deploying

heavy forces against General Line-

vitch’s left and is concentrating his

troops along the centre, but his base

is opposite the/ Russian right. It is

not yet clear which wing is making a

demonstration, and which will deliver
the main blow'. It is evident from
Ltnevitch’s preparations that he in-

tends to accept a decisive battle.

Reason Why Oyama is Advancing.

(By the Associated Press.)

St. Petersburg, May 20.—The War
Office confirms the report from Gun-
shu Pass that Field Marshal Oyama
is on the eve of taking the general of-

fensive and no doubt is entertained
here that General Linevitch will ac-
cept battle in his present positions.
The general staft think Oyama’s ad-

vance was precipitated by the doubt
regarding the issue of coming naval
battle between Admiral Rojestvensky
and Toga. With an army in front of
him Oyama’s position might be criti-

cal if his communications with Japan

were interrupted.

Russian Raid Repulsed.

(By the Associated Press.)

Tokio, May 20.—7 p. m.—lt was
announced this evening from the head-
quarters of the Japanese armies in
the field that three Russian columns of
mixed forces advanced southward,
May 18, to the vicinity of the railroad.
The Japanese engaged them and
drove the Russians northward. Sim-
ultaneously five hundred Russian cav-
alry attacked a Japanese field hospi-
tal at Kangpin, on the right bank of
the Liao river. Japanese artillery and
infantry dispersed the attacking
cavalrymen inflicting heavy loss upon
them.

Provisions for Rojestvensky.

(By the Associated Press.)

Hong Kong, May 20.—According to

information received here today the
one hundred and fifty deeply laden,

junks (presumably loaded with pro-
visions for the Russian fleet) which
were sighted May 16 twenty miles off
Cape St. John, by a correspondent,
who proceeded from here to Kwan-
gehau Bay, north of the Island of
Hainan, have left the vicinity of Cape
St. John, and it is added are probably
seeking to effect a juncture with Ad-
miral Rojestvensky’s fleet.

Patrolling the Coast.

(By the Associated Press.)

Sagon, CJochin China, May 20.—Ad-
miral De Jonquires, the French naval
commander, sailed from here today on
the cruiser Guishen. His destination
was not announced, but it is under-
stood that he is going to make anoth-
er inspection of the coast to see if
French neutrality is being infringed.

CALENDAR LOGIC.

A Practical Calendar that Advertises
Judiciously.

Substantial as the house it repre-
sents, the new Calendar of Lord &

Thomas, Chicago, is both unique and
educational. The background of the
pad is a yiich design in harmonious
coloring which represents some eight
or nine impressions. The Calendar
pad is of good size and clear, and at
the foot of the monthly sheets are
business themes which are worth a
frame on the wall of every up-to-date
business office.

These themes are practical, based on
sound business logic, and are the out-
growth of a rich experience during
which this well-known advertising
agency has safely piloted some of the
greatest advertising campaigns the
world has ever known.

Here is a specimen of Lord & Thom
as logic—there are others just as
good:

“Which is the wiser way—to flash a
name or fix the facts in the public
mind? People do not buy goods,
through advertising, from mere mem-
ory of a trade or brand, but because
they are influenced and convinced by
sound, intelligent reasoning.”

These arguments are good for re-
flection and are appropriately placed
upon the business man’s daily guide.

Retail Merchants’ “Smoker."

The Retail Merchants of this city-
will give a “Smoker” to the merchants
and “press” of the city on next Thurs-
day night at which time Mr. Norman
H. Johnson will deliver an address
outlining the most important matters
claiming the’ attention of ourselves,

and the State Association. All mer-
chants, whether members or not, and

the press of the city are cordially in-

vited to attend this “Smoker.”
j, b. GREEN, Sec-Treas.

DUAL MEET WON
BT YALE'S TEAM

A Broken Record in the
220 Yard Dash.

COLUMBIA IS BEATEN

Princeton's Athletes Walk Over Them

Ou Easy Street. Saturday's Strug-

gles On the Diamond. The Games
of the Virginia-Carolina

League.
(By the Associated Press.)

New Haven, Conn., May 20.—Yale's
track team won the annual dual meet
with Harvard today. The score was:
Yale, 65 1-5; Harvard, 38 5-6. In only
one event was there anything like an
upset. This was in the mile run, when
Alcott, of Yale, outsprinted D. Grant,
of Harvard, in the last quarter. The
wind is credited with having helped
the sprinters to the extent of a brok-
en record in the 220 yard dash, when
Captain Schnick, of Harvard, won it
in the final in 21 1-5 seconds, which
is one-fifth of a. second better than
his own record in these games two
years ago. In the 100 yard dash
Schnick showed superiority in all the
field events except the broad jump and
the shot-put. In the pole vault Yale
took first place by a tie between Dray
and Hinton and third place was split
between twr o other Yale men and a
Harvard vaulter, giving Yale 7 2-3
points out of a possible 8. The broad
jump went to Jordan, of Harvard, who
got less than an inch and a half the
better of Knox, a freshman, upon
whom the Yale men counted to take
the event. In the hammer event, al-
though Yale swept all the points into
her total, Harris, who was not count-
ed upon for better than second or
third, beat T. L. Shevlin.

On the Diamond.

National League Games.

(By the Associated Press.)

New York, May 20. —New York de-
feated Pittsburg at the Polo grounds
today in a most exciting struggle.
Score: R. H. E.
Pittsburg ...10010000 2—4 8 2
New York ..12010 001 *—s 11 2

Batteries; Lynch, Case and Peitz;
McGinnity and Bresnahan. Time
2.08. Umpire, Johnstone. Attendance
20,000,

Boston, Mass., May 20.—Three con-
secutive singles iit the fourteenth in-
ning today gave St. Louis the
Score: r. h. E.
St. Louis 1000001

000 00 0 I—3 11 4
Boston ..2000000

000 00 0 o—20 —2 12 3
Batteries: Kellum and Warner;

Young, Harley and Needham. Time
2.27. Attendance 2,500. Umpire,
Klem.

Brooklyn, May 20.—Brooklvn de-
feated Chicago in the third game of
the series today.
Score: R. H. E.
Chicago ....20000100 o—3 2 2
Brooklyn ...20000000 2 —-i 8 1

Batteries: Ruelback and Kling:
Scanlon, Jones and Ritter. Time 2
hours. Umpire, Bausewine. Attend-
ance 4,500.

Philadelphia, May 20.—The Cincin-
natians played an execrable game in
the field, permitting the Philadel-
phians to score an easy victory.
Score: ' r'. h. E.
Cincinnati ..1 1002300 o—7 10 9
Philadelphia 10402013 *-11 12 1

Batteries: Harper, Schlei and
Phelps: Corridon, Suthoff, Duggleby
and Dooin. Time 2.05. Umpire.
O’Day. Attendance 0.541.

Southern League Gaines.
(By the Associated Press.)

At Memphis, Atlanta, rain.
At Little Rock—Little Rock 1;

Montgomery 2.
At New Orleans—New Orleans 5:

Nashville 2.
At Shreveport—Shreveport 3: Birm-

ingham 2.

American League Games.

(By the Associated Press.)
St. Louis, Mo., May 20.—Two bat-

ting rallies characterized the game to-
day, St. Louis being the more fortun-
ate.
Score: j> r e
St. Louis ...00000030 *—3 6 1
Boston 00000002 o—2 6 3

Batteries: Pelty and Sugden - Young
and Criger. Time 1.50. Umpire.
Kelly. Attendance 8,300.

Cleveland, 0.. May 20.—Cleveland
won the first of the series from Phila-
delphia, the visitors’ errors and Bend-
er's bases on balls being costly.
Score: r. h. k.
Cleveland ...01000201 *—4 6 3
Philadelphia 00000000 I—l1 —1 5 5

Batteries: Joss and Bemis: Bender
and Powers. Umnire. Sheridan. Time
1.40. Attendance 9,192.

Chicago. May 20.—Owen’s effective
pitching today was the principal factor
in the game between Washington and
Chicago.
Score: R. Ts. E.
Chicago 01015100 *—B 10 2
Washington .00001000 o—l0 —1 5 3

Batteries: Owens and Sullivan;

Wolfe and Kittredge. Umpire. Con-
nolly. Time 1.40. Attendance 12,274.

Detroit. Mich.. May 20.—8 y hitting
Orth hard and often with men on

bases, Detroit won the opening game
from New York very easily.

Score: R. H. E.
Detroit 2 1 0 0 2 0 1 0 *—6 11 0
New York .’.OOOOOOIO o—l 8 3

Batteries: Donovan and Drill; Orth,
Kleinow and McGuire. Attendance
4,500. Time 1,45. Umpire, O’Lough-
lin.

South Atlantic League Games.

(By the Associated Press.)
1 Savannah, Ga., May 20.
Score: R. H. E.
Savannah ...10100001 o—30—3 6 1
Macon 00020100 I—4 10 4

Savidge and Holmes; J. D. Wyer,
Evers and Gunter. Umpire, Kelly.
Time 1.50.

Columbia, S. C., May 20.
Score: R. H. E.
Jacksonville 20100011 o—s 6 0
Columbia ...10000000 o—l 8 4

Batteries: Chappel and Robinson;
Ashton and Carson. Time 1.40. Um-
pire, Keife.

At Charleston, S. C.—
Score: R. H. E.

Charleston ..00000000 o—o 8 2
Augusta ....00020101 o—4 11 0

Virginia-Carolina league Games.

(Ey the Associated Press.)
Charlotte, N. C., May 20. —Charlotte

12; Greensboro 2.

Danville, Va.. May 20.—Danville 7.
Salisbury-Spencer 9.

Princeton a Winner.

(By the Associated Press.)
New oYrk, May 20.—Princeton’s

athletes had little difficulty in over-
coming Columbia in the dual track
meet held at William Bridge today,
winning by the score of 65 1-2 points
to 38 1-2.

Middies Defeat Cadets.

West Point, N. Y., May 20.—Bad
fielding and lack of team work were
responsible for the defeate which the
midshipmen administered to the ca-
dets here today.

Score: R. H. E.
West Point .1 0100 00 0 3—5 8 9
Annapolis. .3 3000 01 2 *—9 9 0

Batteries: Lane and Hanlon; Need-
ham and Symington. Umpire, Mc-
Carty.

College Games.

(By the Associated Press.)
Georgia Technical 10; Mercer Uni-

versity 4.
Lafayette 7; Washington and Jeffer-

son 0.
Yale 5: Holy Cross 4.
Cornell 3; Pennsylvania 1.

CRIES Mos OFF
Adams Will Push Case

Against Revenue Men.

They Are Charged With Cutting His

Telephone Lines, and He Will

Fight Them ir. Federal

Courts.
To the Editor:—l notice in your

paper of the 17th inst. an article per

Mr. Gray concerning the recent cut-
ting of my telephone lines for which
the revenue officers were tried at
Wilkesboro, that Mr. Gray states the

case was nol prosed. This mistake
likeiy occurred bv a nol pros having

been taken in case of A. F. Bawn only;

as Hasty, Samuels, Smith and Walker
were bound over to court in S2OO
bond in the State case, and the civil
suit I had against them for damages

to telephone line was taken up to the
Federal courts, and it is my purpose
and intention to .prosecute these cases
to a finish, as the wanton cutting of

these lines was only “a play to the
galleries,” as all my subscribers will
testify that these lines are not used
in the interest of any illicit distillers
and have never been used at any time

to warn blockaders of the approach

of officers, and furthermore it is gen-
erally believed that the blockaders
get (news) warning them when to
move their “copper” by a “wireless”
system; not of Marconi’s invention.
And I wish to state further that these
telephone lines were built at a great
expense over the mountain for 32
miles for commercial and social pur-
poses only, and affords the citizens of
one of the best and most isolated
counties in the State their only rapid

means of communication with the out-
side world. So these revenue holdups
may just as well understand now as
later that they must keep their much
soiled hands off of this indispensable
piece of public utility.

Thanking you in advince for pub-
lishing this, I am vours, etc.,

D. W. ADAMS.
. Glendale Springs, Ashe Co., N. C.

Middies Outrcm Columbia.,

(By the Associated Press.)

Annapolis, Md.. May 20.—The mid-
shipmen closed their rowing season
here this afternoon by defeating both

the avrsity and second eights from
Columbia in the' prettiest four-corn-
ered race ever rowed on the Severn
river.

Columbia’s varsity was defeated by a
bare quarter of a length, her victorious
opponent’s winning time being ten
minutes and three seconds. A short
three lengths behind came the second
navy crew, which defeated the Colum-
bia junior eight b ,r nearly four lengths

in ten minutes and eleven seconds.

Hillsboro Street Christian Church. —

Sunday, May 21, 1905. Sunday school
at 9:45 a. m., S. H. Smith, superin-
tendent. Preaching at 11 a. m.. and
8 p. m., by pastor, Rev. D. A. Long.

Subject for the morning service, “Con-
versation,” Prov. 25:11; for the even-
ing service “The Voices of the Dead,”

Heb. 11:4. The public is cordially in-
vited to attend these services.

NOT GUILTY, THE
TWELVE DECLARE

Five Ballots Taken in the
Grubb Case.

OUT TWELVE HOURS

On the First Ballot Nine Were For Ac-

quittal, Three For Conviction of

Murder in First Degree. Grubb
Leaves For His Home in

Davidson.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Salisbury, N. C., May 20.—H. Clay

Grubb, the prominent distiller of Dav-
idson county, who for ten days has
been on trial for bis life, charged with
killing his brother-in-law, O. L. Davis,
in October last, was acquitted in Row-
an Superior Court today.

At 7:30 o'clock this afternoon the

jury, after being out twelve hours, re-

turned a verdict of not guilty. Five
ballots were taken before an agree-
ment was reached. On the first bal-
lot nine men stood for acuittal and
three for conviction of murder in the
first degree. On the fourth ballot six
stood for acquittal and six for convic-
tion. Grubb was released at once and
after shaking hands with his attorneys
and a number of friends, left this af-
ternoon for his splendid home in Dav-
idson, where he is very prominent.

He was accompanied by Mrs. Grubb,
who is a sister of Davis who was shot
to death by Grubb. Both men were
wealthy and had been associated to-
gether in business.

An Epidemic of Burglary.
Salisbury is experiencing an epi-

demic of burglary. The homes of
Robert' Thompson, D. K. Price and
Dr. I. H. Foust were entered last night.
The intruders were observed and fired
upon but escaped.

AWARD OF MEDALS.

The Calhoun and Grady literary So-

cieties’ Distinguish Debaters and
Reclaimers.

(Special to News and Observer.)
Trinity Park, Durham, N. C.. May

20.—The Calhoun and Grady Literary

Societies of the Trinity Park School
last night awarded medals as follows:
Calhoun, debater's medal, R. C. Gold-
stein: declaimer’s. Herman Newbern.
Grady Society debater’s medal. W. B.
Shinn; declaimer’s. C. N. Crawford, Jr.
These prizes are awarded to those
who have made the most improvement
during the year.

The commencement exercises of this
school take place on the evenings of
June 3rd and sth.

_

On the 3rd there
will be exercises by the senior class
after which will come the annual re-
ception. The exercjses oh the sth will
be a declamation contest in Craven
Memorial Hall and the awarding of
diplomas, medals, prizes, etc. Those
who have been chosen tb speak on
this occasion are Messrs. J. A. Boone.

R. M. Bryant, R, L. Ferguson. R. C.
Goldstein. E. W. Knjght. M. Y. Self
and W. B. Shinn, of the senior class,

to the best declaimer of whom will be

awarded a gold medal. The graduat-
ing class this year is as usual a large

one, numbering sixty-four.

TO VOTE ON BOND ISSUE.

For Erection of Graded School Build-

ing Asheboro.

(Special to News and Observer)

Asheboro, N. C., May 20.—The
town commissioners have called an
election to vote on the issue of
bonds in the sum of SIO,OOO for the
purpose of building a graded
school building in hte town of
Asheboro, said election to be held on
the 30th day of June. We think
there will be a large majority in fa-
vor of issuing bonds.

J. S. Lewis and J. T. Winslow have
bought the stock and building of the
Hollady-Pool Hardware Company,

which went into the hands of a re-
ceiver about sixty days ago. Lewis

'and Winslow are both excellent busi-

ness men and will conduct a general
hardware business. Mr. Winslow will
be in direct charge of the business.

Rev. J. P. Barrett, of Covington,

Ohio, is conducting a series of meet-
ings in the Christian Church at this
place. He is a preacher of great abili-
itv and is delighting all who come
out to hear him.

#

An Auto Record Broken.

New York, May 20.—At an.automo-
bile meet at Morris Park track today,
Louis Cheverole lowered the world's
record for a mile, Hying start, by cov-
ering the distance in 52 1-4 seconds.
The previous record of 53 seconds was
held by Barney Oldfield.

Oak Ridge Votes Special School Tax.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Oak Ridge, N. C., via Stokesdale.
N. C., May 20.—Oak Ridge township
voted special school tax today U
majority of twenty-six votes.

Mr. S. 11. Carroll’s Funeral.
Mr. S. H. Carroll, aged 70 years,

died at his home on Bloodwqrth street
last Friday of paralysis, and his re-
mains were taken for interment to his
old home near Garner.

Mr. Carroll was an uncle of Mr.
James D. Carroll and was well known
here, where for some time he has run
a restaurant under the market.

three of these the oil poured out slow-
ly and was consumed. Two of the
big tanks, holding four or five thous-
and gallons of kerosene oil each stood
the fire and yet held their oil. But

for the open tops there might have
been terrific explosions, carrying' de-
struction to all that portion of the
city. *¦

The stables were last to catch, and
from the open door one of the mules
rushed out. It was found loose in
the yard, but was so badly burned
that yesterday it had to be shot. In

the stable were hay and corn and
four mules besides the one that es-
caped, and lying at the door the dead
body t of young Strickland. The
mules were burned to a crisp, part of
the flesh being eaten up. One of
these fell near the door, its heads and
fore legs partially *covering the dead
body qf' Mr. Strickland. The fencing
about the place caught and this was
partially burned away. In the yard
a chicken was found, this cooked
brown as if it had been in an oven.
Shortly after day the flames died
down, and then an investigation of
the disaster was begun.

The night watchman had been
missed during the fire, and his ab-
sence caused much uneasiness. As
early as possible messengers were
sent to his home and to his relatives,
but these reported that lie had not
been seen. When the discovery was
made that the safe had been broken
into and robbed it was feared that
there had been foul play. A search
was begun for Ills body, first in the
debris of the office, then in the ware-
house and finally in the stables. Here
about half past twelve o’clock yes-
terday his body hurt and mutilated,
was found.

The surroundings of the terrible
find were horrible. The blackened
timbers, the burnt grain and the
charred bodj.es of four mules were the
aurJ*oun<fiu£gf', Clearing 'up the deb-
ris near what had once been the door
to the stable, a foot was found. It
It was lifted out and with it came
the lower left leg. Careful work final-

,ly showed that the remainder of the
body was under the head and fore-
legs of the mule, the feet towards
the corner where the man had‘stood
tb fix his watchman's clock. Finally
the charred hulk, with some little
flesh left also on the lower right leg
was brought to view. As this was lift-
ed out a mars of blood was found
under the head and shoulders, and
it was seen that the skull had been
broken, pieces of this being found
also. All the clothing was burned ex-
cept that on the lower legs.

In taking the debris from about the
body the watchman’s clock, which the
dead watchman had carried by a
leather strap about his neck, was
found. It was covered with blood and
dirt. The man who picked it up held
it to his ear, and said, “It is running.”
He cleaned off the face of- the clock
and it showed the correct time of day
at that momenf, this being twenty
minutes to one. Hater the closk was
opened by Mr. T. F. Brock well and
the carbon record inside, though part-
ly burned, showed that Strickland
had made all his rounds, and had
made all records, up to one o’clock.
The clock, known as a watchman s
detector, can only have the time re-
cords made by inserting keys bolted
to the wall in the different places it
the warehouse. That in the stable was
No. 4, and this was the number made
at one o’clock, evidently the time when
the fatal blow was dealt. Strickland
in his fall must have jerked the key
from the wall, for the broken chain
was found. A ring and a knife, the
property of the dead, were also found

The dead man was about twenty-
three years old and was the son of the
late Cornelius Strickland. He was
born in. Cumberland and raised in
Johnston county. He had lost one arm
in a cotton gin accident. He lived here
with a married sister, Mrs. J. S. Bun-
dy, 210 North West street, and has also
another married sister. Mrs. J. W.
Bundy. He had been employed by the
Standard Oil Company for about two
weeks. The funeral will be held at
4:30 this afternoon from 2lC> West
street, the body having been prepared
by G. W. Strickland.

In the place where once stood the
office the broken safe showed how
this had been entered. No powder or
dynamite had been used, but the up-
per corner of door had been chis-
eled off so as to give space to insert a
bar in the edge of the outer cover.
This opening had been evidenced by
vigorous hammering bn the outerside
and finally was wide enough to get in
a bar to twist the lock lovers, on which
a cold chisel had been used without
effect. A hammer an dan axe were
found, which later were discovered to
have been brought from a Seaboard
Air Bine tool house.

The work had every appearance of
being that of amateurs, and there are
many who suspect that the man who
fired at Mr. T. F. Brock well Thurs-
day night was engaged in the work on
Saturday morning. The killing of
Strickland is regarded as deliberate,
and it is supposed that from one to
two o’clock the man or men were
hammering on the safe in the office.
The spread of the fire showed that
this must have been begun shortly af-
ter two o’clock, Ihc men having com-
pleted their robbery of the safe.

The loss Is estimated by Mr. W. M.
Whitelaw. who Ik the division superin-
tendent for some 14 or 15 stations, at
about $30,000. In this he includes the


