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NORTH CAROLINA’S MARKED
EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS

A New Public School House has Been Built Every Day for
Two Years in North Carolina.

HUNDRED THOUSAND VOLUMES IN LIBRARIES
the best established principles of mod-

ern school architecture conforming lo
the laws of ventilation, light and heat.
The Loan Fund for building and im-
proving public school houses establish-
ed by act of the General Assembly of

1903. a fuller report and explanation
of which appears elsewhere in these
columns, has also contributed greatly

to this marked progress in building

Two Hundred and Ninety-Six Local

Tax Districts Raise $335,875.65

1,154 New School Houses—7s9

Consolidated Districts-Better Coun-

ty Supervision-The Whole School

System has Been Systematized and

Every Interest of Education is Be-

ing Steadily Advanced.
liv J. Y. JOYNEU.

Every great thing is a growth. Most

great things are slow growths. Only

through long slow years by the united
efforts of the many, each silently

working at his separate task are the

mightiest things for mankind wrought

out in the history of the world. A

great educational system of a

great state, adequate and adapted to

the best education of all the children
of all the people, is necessarily a slow
growth. It must grow from within
and not from without. It can not be
successfully engrafted. It must grow

out of the life of the people and be a
part of the life of life people. ri he
people of every state and of every

community must, therefore, in large
measure, work out their own educa-
tional salvation with fear and trem-

bling. In doing this there must be
co-operative effort between school and
home and church, the teacher and
parent and citizen and taxpayer and

State and county and local officers.
The only help that is serviceable to
any people in working out such a

problem is that which stimulates self-
effort and encourages and helps th *m
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the leaders that met in that confer-
ence in Raleigh took counsel together
and pledged anew their support to the
great work in hand. There was a for-
tunate combination of circumstances,
and who shall say that it was not
providential, that rendered possible the
beginning of a new era in public edu-
cation in North Carolina? Since that,

time an active and aggressive cam-
| paign has been made from mountains

I to sea, participated in by teachers ahd
i school officers, public and private citr-
| zens of every calling and profession,
i Responsive to awakened public senti-
ment. the representatives of the people
in the General Assembly have co-op-
erated by enacting much favorable
and progressive legislation.

i have time in this article to trace
in brief outline only the? educational
progress of the period of my brief ad-
ministration as Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction. This progress lias
been mainly along the following lines:

1. In local taxation.
2. In consolidation of small dis-

tricts.

3. In building, improving and
equipping public school houses.

4. In the establishment of rural li-
braries in nublic schools.

5. In county supervision.
6. In the organisation of the teach-

ers and educational forces and sys-
tematization of the school work by
the application of better business prin-
ciples f-om ton to bottom.

7. In the growth, interest and pub-
lic sentiment.

S. In enrollment and attendance.
’ 9. Improvement of teachers.

Local Taxation.
In 1900 there was only 20 local

i.uA upsiucts in North Carolina, all in
towns or cities. In 1905 there are 29G
local tax districts, 234 of which are
rural. In 1894 $335,875.65 was raised

to help themselves. Since the days

of Archibald D. Murphy and Bartlett
Yancey, there have not been lacking

at any time in North Carolina earnest
souls who were consecratedly working

nt this task of building up a system
of public schools adequate to the edu-
cational needs of all the children of
all the people. With the passing years
the number of such earnest souls lias
been multiplying and under their in-
spiring touch and shaping hands the

work has been slowly growing and
taking deeper and deeper root in the

heart and life of the people. During

the past lour years, however, there has

been notable progress in public edu-
cation. It should be understood in the
outset that this progress cannot be as-

cribed to any one man or to any one
set of men. It has been rendered
possibly only by 4iie combined efforts
of all the men that have wrought
through all the years. It is iu truth
only the happy resultant of

all the efforts of all the educational

forces of the past arid the present.

In February, 1902, there was held

in our capital city of Raleigh a no-
table meeting known as (lie Confer-

ence of Educators. In this gathering

were leading representatives of every
class of educational institutions in
North Carolina. It marked an epoch
in the educational progress of the
State. During thp preceding political
campaign the chief question at issue
was intelligence as a qualification for
suffrage. Such an issue necessarily

made the campaign largely a cam-
paign for education and the popular
heart was stirred perhaps as
never before upon the im-
portance and the necessity of
educating the people. A great man,
who had the wisdom and the patriot-
ism to see and to declare that the
education of ail the people was the
greatest need of the State, had been
chosen as the candidate of one of the
great political parties for tin* high of-
fice of Governor. He was elected by
an overwhelming majority and made
education the chief object of his ad-
ministration, upholding splendidly the
hnndffof the man the people had call-
ed to the leadership of the education-
al forces of the State and co-operating
with all the power of his great otiice
his great heart and his great mind
with every proper effort for the ad-
vancement ol' every proper sort of ed-
ucation in North Carolina. The condi-
tions w ere, therefore favorable and the
time was ripe for a great educational
impulse and forward movement and
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by local taxation for public schools,
. $104,762 more than was raised from

the same source during the preced-
ing year and four times the amount
raised from this source in 1900. There
are now local tax districts in 81

[ counties of the State extending from
Dare to Cherokee, sixly-six local

’ tax districts have been established by
a vote of tlic people since Jan. Ist.,
1905 and a number of elections on the
subject are now pending in different
sections of the State. Scarcely more
than five per cent, of the elections
held on this question have been lost.

Consolidation of Districts.
During the past four years there has

been by consolidation a de-
crease of 759 in the number of
school districts. As every eonsolida-

-1 tion represents the abolition of two or
more little districts, at least 1,500
little districts must' have been abol-
ished for larger ones during this pe-
riod.

Improvement in Public School Houses.

During the past four years 1,154 new
school houses have been built, 694 of
these were built during the past two
years, more than one new school house
a day for every working day in the
four years. hi 1900 only $40,711.00
was reported as spent for building and
improving public school houses. Dur-
ing the two years ending June 30th,
1902, $ 145,751.83 was spent for build-
ing and repairing school houses. Dur-
ing the to years ending June 30th,
$319,576.86 was spent for these pur-

j poses making a total id’ $465,328.69 in
! the expenditures for building and im-

proving houses during the four
and an increase of $1 63,825.03 in the
expenditures for those purposes dur-
ing the past two years. The value of
public school property in 1904 was sl.-
168,825. Since the amendment to the
Public School Law by the General As-
sembly of 1903, placing the building
of new school houses under the con-
trol of the County Board of Education
and forbidding the investment of any
money in any new house not built
in accordance with the plans approv-
ed by the State Superintendent of Pub-
lic Instruction and the county Board
of Education there has been much
Improvenment in the character of the
public school houses and but little
money has been wasted in ugly, cheap,
box-like, uncomfortable, improperly
lighted and poorly ventilated school
houses. Most of these houses have
been constructed in accordance with

and improving - public school houses. |
The story, however, of this progress
can he better read in the pictures of j
some of the old school houses and- the i
new, ones by which they have been i
replaced to be found also in these col-
umns.

Ru-al libraries.

In 1900 there was not a single li-
brary in a single rural public school j
in the State. In 1905 there are 1,120
rural libraries containing approxi-
mately 100,000 volumes of well se-
lected hooks valued at $32,580.
By act of the General Assembly of
1905 a permanent biennial appropri- ,
at ion of $7,500.00 has been made for
ruial libraries, $5,000.00 biennially for
the establishment of new libraries and
$2,500.00 biennially for supplementing'
and enlarging libraries already estab- j
fished.

The value of these libraries in sup- !
'dementing, stimulating and making j
more effective the ol work along j
all lines and in cultivating a literary;
taste ams forming the habit of reading j
can scarcely be estimated. These li- j
braries are provided with neat book- j
cases and carefully preserved and j
managed by librarians under rules and j
regulations prepared by the State Su- t
perintenderit. An annual report to j
the County Superintendent and the j
State Superintendent is required of !
every librarian. The day is not far

distant when every rural school will

be supplied with a library of well se- ;
lected books.

County Supervision.
The strategic point in the public !

school system of the county is county j
supervision. The county Superintend- 1

Old Snow Ilill School Building, Greene County.

ent must of necessity be the execu-
tive head, director and very life of

the school work of the county. No
great business like this business of ed-
ucation can be successfully conducted
without a strong man at its head de-
voting all his time, thought and ener-
gy to it. Nothing worth doing in the
world can be done without such a
man. It is the highest economy to put

money into such a man. Wherever
this lias been done the educational
work of the county is progressing
along all lines; wherever it has not
been done, it is lagging. No effort
has been spared. therefore. to
strengthen the county superintendency.

Under the amendment of the school
law by the General Assembly of 1903.
allowing an increase in the salary of

the County Superintendents the aver-
age salary of the County Superinten-
dent for the State lias been
nearly doubled. In many of

the larger and stronger coun-
ties, competent men have been em-
ployed at a living salary to give all
their time, thought and energy to the

work. In all counties tin* County Su-
perintendent has been required

to visit Ihe schools and to
give more time and attention to the
work. The duty of visiting tin* schools

is now mandatory. Some of the re-
sults strengthening county supervis-
ing have been a better organization of

SCHOOL LOAN FUND
436 Good School Houses

Built or Improved.

Nearly All of Them are in the Rural

Plans of Operation by

the State Educational

Board.
a

I By act of the General Assembly of

1903 funds amounting - at that time to

about S2OU,UOO, arising from the sale

of swamp lands belonging to the State
Board of Education and all funds that
may be hereafter derived from that
source, together with all the accruing

interest thereon was made a fund

separate and distinct from the other

funds of the State to be known as the
| State Literary Fund, and to bo used
as a loan fund for building and im-
proving public school houses untfer
such rules and regulations as the State
Board of Education should adopt. One
hundred thousand dollars of the fund,

however, is in the form of a State
bond not due until 15106, and only the
interest thereon will, therefore, be
available for loans until that time.
From the sale of lands and other
sources, however, the fund available
for loans has been increased about
$50,000 during the past two years.

Under the provisions of the act the
loans are made by the State Board of
Education to the County Board of

Education payable in ten annual in-
stallments, bearing interest at four
per cent, payable annually, evidenced
by the note of the County Board of
Education signed by the Chairman and
Secretary thereof and deposited with
the State treasurer. The loans to the
school districts are made in turn by
the County Board of Education. The
payment of these loans to the State
Board of Education is secured by mak-
ing the loan a lien upon the total
school funds of the county. The
County Board of Education is directed
to set apart out of the school funds
at each January meeting a sufficient
amount to pay the annual install-
ments and interest falling due on the
succeeding tenth day of February. The
State treasurer is also authorized, if
necessary, to deduct a sufficient
amount for the payment of any an-
nual installment due by any county
out of any fund due any county from
any special State appropriation for
public schools or to bring action, it
necessary, against the County Board
of Education, the iax collector or any
person or persons in whose possession
may be any part of the school funds

lof the county. The County Board of
Education is secured by authorizing

; that board to deduct the amount of
the annual installment and interest
due by any district to which a loan

I has been made, from the annual ap-
j portionment to that district for school
purposes, unless the district provides

j in some other way for its payment.
; The act, therefore, absolutely secures
from loss both the State Board of Edu-
cation and the County Board of Edu-

j cation. Two annual installments of
j these loans have fallen due since the

' establishment of the fund. Every
| cent of each installment with interest
has been paid promptly each year by

j every county.

Under the rules adopted by the
! State Board of Education for regu-
! lating these loans not more than one-
i half of the cost of new school houses

and grounds or of the Improvement

;Y;, 111111

" -vmi I
n . ' BHISSjp '

HON. JAMES V. JOVVEP
Stale Superintendent of Public* Instruction For North Carolina, ,4** 1

the teachers ami of all the educational
forces, more hearty co-operation, more
systematic methods of managing the
finances and the reports, more enthu-
siasm for the work among County Su-
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Old Pleasant Dili Rural Public* School Building, Henderson County.

perintendents and a saner estimate of
its value and importance by the peo-
ple. County supervision has been
greatly aided and improved by the
Slate Association of County Superin-
tendents which meets annually. All
County Superintendents are required
by law to attend this meeting and
their expenses are paid out of the
county school fund. In this way the

(Continued on Page Five.)

[ of old school houses will be lent to
| any county for any district. No loan

i is made to any district with less than

I sixty-five children of school age, unless
* satisfactory evidence is furnished that

I such district is absolutely necessary on
account of sparsity of population and
the existence of insurmountable natur-

iai barriers. Preference is given.

(a) To rural districts or towns of

I less than one thousand inhabitants
! where the needs are greatest.

(b) To rural districts or towns of
less than one thousand inhabitants
supplementing their general school
tax by local taxation.

(c) To districts supplementing their
school fund by private subscription.

(d) To large districts formed by
consolation of small districts.

All houses upon which loans are
made are required to be constructed

| strictly in accordance with plans ap-
proved by the State Superintendent of

I Public Instruction. In fact, all new
; school houses are now required by

| law to be constructed in accordance
with plans approved by the State Su-
perintendent and the County Board of
Education. Such approved plans for
houses from one to eight rooms have

! been carefully prepared by skilled ar-
! rhitects, and are sent out in pamphlet

form from the oflice of the Superinten-
dent of Public Instruction. These
pamphlets contain cuts, diagrams and
detailed bills of material, so that any
carpenter of ordinary intelligence can
easily construct any of the houses byNew Snow Ilill School Building, Greene County.

the information contained in the pam-
phlet.

Use and Results.
The following brief table will show

how this loan fund has been used dur-
ing the past two years, and the bene-
fits derived from it:

Total amount of loans to date,
$160,073; number of counties to which
loans have been mad*, 79; number of
districts in which buildings have been
secured or greatly improved through

aid of this fund. 436; number of new
school houses built with aid of loan,

382; total value of buildings secured
by aid of loan fund, $434,451; num-
ber of districts in which new houses
have been built where there were no
houses before, 204; number of dis-

tricts in which there were old houses
valued at less than SSO including “log
houses, shanties, tenant houses, ’
(quotations are from applications),
118; number of consolidated districts
aided, 74; number of local tax dis-
tricts aided, 60.

All districts except 17 to which
loans have been made are distinctly
rural or include small towns of less
than live hundred inhabitants.

From the above facts it will be seen
that by lending $160,073 to seventy-
nine counties, 436 districts have been
aided in securing public school houses
valued at $421,426, thus adding that
amount to the value of the public
school property in those counties.

.
in

other words by lending $160,073 pub-
lic school property valued at nearly
three times that amount has been
secured. This would seem to be a
first rate business investment for pub-
lic education.

This loan fund has proved a great
stimulus in improvement of school
houses, grounds and equipment, and
a great encouragement to consolida-
tion and enlargement of districts, and
to local taxation. Without the aid of
it many .districts would probably have
been unable to secure good houses for
years without greatly decreasing the
length of the school term, and some
of these would have been unable to
secure respectable houses without
closing their schools entirely for one
or two years. The better houses and
equipment have been secured at once
and can fie paid for on easy terms in
ten annual installments.

When the hundred thousand dollars
borrowed by the State is repaid in

1 906 this will be available for loans.
In addition the proceeds arising from
future sales of swamp lands belonging
to the State Board of Education will
be available for this purpose. As the
annual installments of the fund are
repaid, together with four per cent,
interest, they will be lent to other
counties and other districts entitled to
loans. These annual installments now
amount to about $20,000, and will of
course annually increase as the fund
increases. North Carolina has, there-
fore, a perpetual loan fund for build-
ing, improving and equipping public
school houses, amounting at present to
about $20,000 a year. Within the
next five years it will probably amount
to about $50,000 a year, and will con-
tinually increase each year by the ic-

cumulation of the annual interest.
Through the use of such a fund to
supplement the building fund already
available from the general county aftd
district funds and from the individual
efforts of public-spirited patrons,
there is no good reason why under
wise administration there shall not be
provided within the next decade or se,
certainly during the present genera-
tion, a respectable, comfortable, well-
equipped public school house in every
district of reasonable size in the State.
This loan fund is a wise and practi-
cal plan for helping the counties and
the districts to help themselves to sup-
ply within reasonable time such school
houses and equipment. The facts
show that the counties have not been
slow to avail themselves of this op-
portunity. No wiser use could be
made of this money and from no other
use of it could so great and permanent

benefits have been derived. As the
years go by it will appear more and

RURAL JJBRARIES
Most Popular Progressive

Educational -Step.
Atu r

In Many a Bookless School and Home

These Libraries Have Proved

a Breath of Fresh

Air.
No successful teaching can b£ done

if the teacher and her pupils are com-

pelled to rely entirely upon the such
information and such inspiration as
text-books alone supply. The teach-

ers of North Carolina have long felt
the great disadvantages attending
iheir eftorts to work without the help
of well-selected libraries.

They have labored under the dis-
advantage of attempting to create a
desire for something without having
at hand the means to satisfy that de-
sire. They have been compelled to
plant the seed without being able to
supply those things necessary to bring
them to fruition. Coming after many
years to a realization of the dithculties
of the task and its almost inevitable
failures, the educational authorities of
the .State finally determined to see that
provisions were made for placing
within reach of every boy and girl in
North Carolina some of the great
masterpieces of the world’s literature.
To the State Literary and Historical
Association is largely due the credit,
for the successful inauguration of the
rural library movement. Acting upon
the suggestion of the association, with
the active co-operation of the Educa-
tional Department of the State, the

General Assembly of North Carolina
in 1901 made an appropriation of
$5,000 for the two years following,
for the establishment of rural li-
braries in rural public schools. This
appropriation was continued in. 1903
for the two following years, and an
additional appropriation of $2,500 was
made for the establishment of sup-
plementary libraries in connection

with the libraries previously estab-
lished. In 1905 the appropriation of
$5,000 for rural libraries and $2,500
for supplementary libraries was made
biennial so that no new act will here-
after be necessary for its continu-
ance. Minor amendments have been
made to the rural library act at. dif-
ferent times, but the main provisions
of the act have not been materially
changed The provisions are as fol-
lows: %

1. Ten dollars must be raised by the
friends and patrons of the public
school applying for a library, ten dol-
lars must then be provided by the
County Board of Education out of the
general county school, fund, and ten
dollars will then be provided out of
the State appropriation for this pur-
pose, making thirty dollars for each
library.

2. For the enlargement of libraries
already established five dollars must
be provided by the friends and pa-
trons of the school, five dollars by the
County Board of Education from the
funds of the school district .applying
for the library, and live dollars by
the State Board of Education from the
State appropriation for this purpose,
making fifteen dollars for supplement-
ing libraries already established.

3. Upon application of the County-
Superintendent a neat book case with
lock and key must be provided for
each library from the county school
fund.

4. Not more than six new libraries

jmi// nntfl r . ‘V^fe,
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more clearly that no school legislation
has been enacted in North Carolina
that has proved and will continue to

prove more helpful to the public school
system of the State. It is not too much
to say that in the benefits derived
from its use the loan fund has sur-
passed the. expectations of fts most ar-
dent advocate. We are building in

North Carolina new school houses in
accordance with the principles of
modern school architecture at the rate
of more than one a day. For this
progress, as the above facts indicate,

we are largely indebted to the loan
fund for building and improving pub-
lic school houses.

The Canvas.
(By Adaline Hohf Beery.)

So poor a product chains no passing
eye;

The brush-marks that were meant

to limn
A soul’s activities in tints of sky

And sea and bloom, are crude and
dim.

*Tis a mere daub. Now loop the cur-
tain, so;

Bet in a shaft of light unbound
From the angle of the Bord's forgiving

glow:
Soft! ’tis a masterpiece we’ve found.

Teacher—“ Can’t do that example?
Yo" ought to be ashamed of yourself.
At your age George Washington was
a surveyor.”

Boy—“Yes, sir - and at your age he

was President of the United States.”

shall be established biennially In any
county, and not more than six libraries
already established in any county shall
be entitled biennially to the beneilts of
the appropriation for enlarging and
supplementing libraries, but, after' the
end of each biennial period libraries
and supplementary libraries that have
not been taken by the counties en-
titled to them become available to any
other counties irrespective of the
number of libraries or supplementary
libraries already established in those
counties.

f». Books for rural libraries must he
selected from lists of books approva l
by the State Superintendent of Public
Instruction. Such lists have been
carefully prepared ahd printed, and
are distributed from his office.

G. Each library must have a local
manager, usually the teacher in charge
of the school, who conducts the li-
brary in accordance with rules and
regulations prepared by State Superin-
tendent, Is held responsible for the
safe-keeping of the books, and Is re-
quired to make such reports as the

State Superintendent of Public In-
struction shall direct. During vaca-
tion, the library is placed In charge

of some reliable resident of the
school district.

7. Rural districts and towns with
less than one thousand inhabitants are
entitled to the benefits of the rural
library act.

The Growth of tlie Movement.
The following brief table will give

(Continued on Page Six.)


