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THEWILSOHSCHOOL
Great Success of the

Teacher was Due to

Thoroughness.

PUPILS WON POSITION

The Influence of That School is Still

Bearing Fruit in the Lives of

Sons and Grandsons of Its

Pupils.
(Miss Josephine Seott in State Normal

Magazine.)

North Carolina has been fortunate
in her schools for boys since the day

of David Caldwell of Revolutionary

times. The University, the Horner,

the Wilson, the Bingham School, the

Hughes, and many not so widely
known as these, have been a blessing

to the State.
It is of the Wilson School that this

paper Is written, and particularly of

the one at Melville. Reverend Alex-
ander Wilson was born near Belfast,
Ireland, February 1, 1799. His parents

were earnest Christians, who conse-

crated him to God with the hope that

he might preach the Gospel. In view
of this fact, he was well educated, but
his voice was feeble, so he turned his
attention ‘to the study of medicine.

He came to this country in 1818, and
married a lady in Baltimore that same
year. H© soon afterward came to
Raleigh, where he was associated with
Dr. Wm. McPheeters for two years
in the Raleigh Male Academy. In
1820 Dr. Wilson taught a high school
at Williamsborough, North Carolina,
which had been established by Bishop

Ravenscroft. While at Williams-
borough, he conducted a prayer meet-
ing with such results that he was led
to believe it his duty to enter the
ministry. Accordingly, he was li-
censed by Orange Presbytery in 1830.
and was for four years pastor of
spring Garden Church in Granville
county. In those days preaching and
teaching went together, and in 1835
he was selected by Orange Presbytery
as head of the Caldwell Institute, lo-
cated at Greensboro. This school was
moved to Hillsboro in 1845, and Dr.
Wilson continued to act as president
and professor of Greek. Associated
with him here were Rev. John A.
Bingham, professor of Latin, and
Ralph H. Graves, professor of Mathe-
matics.

Dr. Wilson, much hampered by the
Trustees in the control of the school,
and because it was difficult to discip-
line the students on account of there
being so much dissipation in Hillsboro,
preferred to establish a private class-
ical school. About this time there was
a tine piece of property for sale for a

low sum at Burnt Shop, Alamance
county. It was a beautiful site for a
school, the country was healthful, and
the morality of the section, good. As

ter some conference with Henderson
Scott, Dr. Wilson bought this place,

naming his home Melville. The name
of the post-office was soon afterward*
changed lrom Burnt Shop to Melville

Good board was offered at six dol-
lars per month, but Dr. Wilson tolo
those who were going to take board-
ers, that eight dollars was none too
much. Board included everything
except laundry and lights. The foou

given was said to be abundant and
well prepared. He charged one hun-
dred dollars for a term of ten months
to those who came from a distance.
Local students paid fifty dollars.

In August, 1851, the first *ession

opened with -most of the boys fron

Greensboro. Among these were the
Lindseys, John Gilmer and John Lo-
gan. The number of students war
seven, but after the second session
opening January 1, 1852, the numbei
increased so rapidly that, until aftei

the Civil War, he rejected more pupil;
that he took. This was from lack
of room, ana because he did not wan
the care and discipline of a largt
school. Dr. Wilson never had mort

than seventy-five boys. His sons. Alex
ander and Robert were his assistants
until after the Clvli War, when Dr
John M. Wilson took the place o

Alexander, or “Little Doc., as he \va:

called to distinguish him from Hi:
father, “Old Doc.” The school build-
ing contained three rooms, two it
front, and one in the rear. Dr. Wilsoi
taught in the front room, "Littl*

Doc.” in. tht- back one, and. a part o

the time, Mr. Robert Wilson in th

other front room. The building wa:
unpainted and scarcely cost live him
dred dollars, .yet the Wilson schoo.
was known all over the South.

Dr. Wilson was a man of mild

manners and gentle aspect, and in lib
preaching dwelt more on the love oi

God than on His judgments. His wa*

a lovable character, yet he was firm
clear-sighted, and could lie inexorable.
He believed in corporal punishment
but usually he punished by ridicule
and sarcasm, so that those who fell
under his discipline thought it severe
One of his pupils says, “I never knew

an idle or an obscene word to pass
from his lips; never a syllable that
the most sensitive woman would blush
to hear. I never knew a man who
could express more contempt in a
single word or look. He had a ready

and polished wit, like all highly edu-

cated Irishmen, and he also possessed
an exquisite humor.”

Dr. Wilson required regular attend-
ance and strict attention frojp all of

his pupils. His great success as a
teacher was due to thorough work, to
teaching his pupils how to study, how-
to use text-books, and how to think

for themselves. Dr. Wilson was a
master teacher of the Latin and Greek
languages. It is interesting to know
that in his study of medicine, lie be-
gan tracing the formation and mean-
ing of the Greek Words, and thus

formed a love for the language. He

was a scholarly man; he loved and
appreciated a good writer, good books

and fine libraries, of which he owned
a valuable one.

To know the influence of this school,

one has only to glance over the list
of students, and note that some have
made a national reputation, as Hannis
Tavlor of Alabama, and Robert Van
Wyck, Mayor of New York City;

among the lawyers are Judge Reid,

Settle. Dillard. Burwell, Dick, and R.

W. Hughes, of Virginia; among the

governors, Holt, Scales and Epperson,
of Texas. Others were S. L. Patter-
son, A. W. Graham, Eugene Morehead,
john Henderson, Lawrence Holt, ana
T. B. Bailey whose name, together
with others, is cut on the door ol
“Buzzard's Roost,” the name given by

the boys to the place they roomed in.
Ihe old Academy building was torn
down in November. 1902. The last
student to see it was Shakespeare Har-
ris, of Cabarrus county, who came to
Melville especially to see it. “Buzzard
Boost” and the other buildings at Dr.
vVilson’s are still standing, although
some have been moved from their
original places.

Whenever a company of young pen-
ile get together, there are always
funny things “happening.” So it was
it Melville Academy, and if two oi

more of the old stinlir.ts get together,
one is sure to be entertained by the
story of some joke or prank. This is
one of the stories t ild yet in tin-
neighborhood. it was against the
rules for the boys to go to Haw River
without permission. One day three-
boys slipped away and were having a
jood time, when they were seen and

reported by a young gentleman. Not
long afterwards this gentleman earn--
n a cart to call on a young lady in tin-
leighborhood. These same boys took

Ihe cart, and sat in it . one acted as
horse, and the other pushed. They

vere going along nicely, when some
my called out. “There comes Old
>oc,” and the boy pulling the
art dropped the shafts, letting th r-

foy in the cart pitch forward on his
head. They all ran, but finding that

< >ld Doc.” was not coming, they re-
amed to drag the cart to Haw River,
there it was left. It took the negroes
-!1 of Monday to find it, and the gen-
leman had to be sent home by his

host. Mr. T. B. Bailey says that ht
knew almost every rock in Ilaw river
for miles up and down from Ruffin’s
Mill, now Swepsonville.

Dr. Wilson died July 22. ISG7, ano
is buried at Hawfieids Presbyterian
church. “A nobler gentleman, a moi\

upright man, an abler teacher, a truei
patriot never adopted and graced tin
old North State,” was written of him.
After his death, the school was con
tinued for some time by Dr. John Wil-
son, (who was not related to Dr. Al-

exander Wilson), but it did not suc-
ceed.

'Plie influence of that school is still
bearing fruit. It is due much to if-
influence that aftei- a number of yean
the people of the community hav-

decided to have another somewhat likt

it. and have built a handsome graded
school building.
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OLD TEACHERS
OF LENOIR COUNTY

How Lovejoy Wept Over
the Death of His Son.

WERESTATE BUILDERS

That's What the Great Teachers of

the Early Days are Truly

Called by Mr. Council

S. Wooten-

By S. WOOTEN.
I purpose t<> write a short sketch of

some teachers of Lenoir county be-

fore the war. Joseph Klliot was

probably the most celebrated teacher

who was ever in the county. He was

a native of Connecticut and a grad-
uate of Yale College. He came to this
Stale in the early part of the last cen-

tury and taught school about two
miles south of LaGrange. The county

was then a wilderness with a sparse

population, and the people poorly ed-
ucated. He being a fine scholar, he

towered over other men in the com-
munity like a tall oak in the forest.

As there were few scholars in this sec-

tion liis school soon acquired a wide
reputation and students came from

the adjacent counties. Mr. Badger,
who was born in New Bern attended
his school in Lenoir county. The

school house was located on a hill,

near a small branch, and it is known
at this day as Academy branch.

Mr. Foster Council Wooten was one
of his pupils afid 1 have heard him
ipeak of him frequently as a givat

teacher. All of the men of prominence
of that day were educated by him and
from the way 1 have heard them talk
ibout him, lie made a profound im- I

preession upon them as a teacher. He
,va.s an uncle of John Ghost Klliot,

who had a school in Wayne county,

near Sampson and Duplin line. He
was educated at Chapel Hill and was
never married. I have seen him fre-
quently and he was an eccentric char-
acter and was a good teacher

John and William Robinson, two
brothers, natives of Ireland, settled in
Lenoir county, on the south side of
Neuse river, more than sixty years
ago, in the vicinity of Seven Springs,
in the Whitfield and Davis neighbor-
hood, the leading planters of those
times. They were educated at Dublin
University, Ireland, and were class-
mates of A. T. Stewart, the great mer-
chant prince of New York, who was
an Irishman. They were both fine
classical scholars and at different
times taught in Kinston, Goldsboro,
Stantonsburgh and other places. John

Robinson was the father of Judge W.
S. O’B. Robinson, and devoted his
whole life to teaching. He was an
ardent Catholic and was a man of no-
ble and generous impulses. William
Robinson, in connection with teaching,
was an editor of papers in Goldsboro
and at the beginning of the war was
editor of a paper in Raleigh, the State
Journal. He was a chaste elegant

writer and at that time one of the
best educated and most cultured edi-
tors in the State. He married a
daughter of Col. Jones Davis, of Le-
noir county, and has two sons in

Goldsboro.
Among the earliest teachers in my

father’s family was a Miss Betsy
Campbell, of Duplin county. As 1
was one of the younger children I
never knew her, but I have heard the
older people speak of her in the high-
est terms. She was a resolute woman
and was a line disciplinarian arid could
manage the largest boys. She had
great will power and was born to rule.
Among the best teachers who taught
me was Miss Emily Webb, of New
Bern. She was a tall, large woman,
and was one* of the best teachers for
small children 1 ever saw. Being a
woman of a commanding appearance
she could rule the children without
any trouble. She went lo Goldsboro
to teach and married Dr. W. B. Moore,
and one of her daughters married
Professor Olaxton, who. at one time
was at the Normal College at Greens-
boro.

George S. Lovejoy, a son of J. M.
Lovejoy, who had a school for years
in Raleigh, came to my father as a
teacher when I was a boy. lie put
me to studying Latin and in three
months I was master of the Latin
grammar. He had been taught by his
father, one of the finest teachers we
ever had in (he State. He was then
a boy himself. He went to West
Point after leaving our school and
graduated there about the beginning
of the war. He was appointed Lieu-

tenant Colonel and died early in the
war. In June, IS6I, I was walking

along Fayetteville street and I saw a
man on horse back and I thought I
had seen him before. I noticed that
he looked at me as if he knew me. We
passed each other. I turned and look-
ed at him again and he had turned
in his saddle to look at me. I spoke
to him and he recognized me. I never
saw him again. After his death his
father came to my father’s house and
we were standing in the yard, and the
old man asked me what room his son
George occupied in the house when he
was teaching there. 1 pointed out the
room to him. He gazed intently at it
and never said a word, and the tears
streamed down his cheeks. His spirit
seemed to be utterly crushed and his
heart broken. It was painful lo be-
hold him in his agony. I wept myself.
I am glad J can shed tears at human
suffering. A great teacher was spoil-
ed when George S. Lovejoy became a
soldier.

John C. Pltchford succeeded Love-
joy and taught four years. 1 was pre-
pared for college by him. He was
born in Warren County, graduated at
Wake Forest in 1855. In ISshe
went to Mississippi and made a for-
tune teaching. His father was Dr. T.
J. Pltchford, for a number of years
Senator from Warren county. He had
three brothers, Robert. Thomas and
James, who taught in Lenoir county.

Col. W. S. Stallings taught about
five miles east of LaGrange. He was
raised in Franklin county. He volun-
teered at the beginning of the war in
the Second Regiment, was Lieutenant

Colonel cf the regiment; was killed in
Virginia and is buried at Berryville.

He was a handsome fellow, a dashing
gallant officer.

About 1851-’52, Rev. W. H. Cun-
ninggim established a school in the
wild woods, where is now Lenoir In-
stitute. He taught several years and
was succeeded by the Rev. Levi Bran-
son, who lived and died in Raleigh.
He had a large school, both male and
female. Families moved in from the
neighborhood and from the lower
counties and formed the village of Le-
noir Institute and built a Methodist
church. When a boy I heard Rev.
Thomas G. Lowe, of Halifax, preach
the dedication sermon. He was a fine
orator. 1 heard Dr. Craven, president
of Trinity College, deliver an address
at one of the commencements. He
was a great man. The seed sown by
Branson and Cunninggim have taken
root and the Lenoir Institute section
is among the most thrifty and intelli-
gent in the State. Such men are
State builders.

Since the war Rev. Joseph H. Foy
had a flourishing school at Kinston.
At one time Governor Aycock was a
pupil. He boarded in the country,
about a mile across the river and
walked in every day. Who, then,
thought that he would ever be gover-
nor?

Dr. R. H. Lewis then established a
school called Kinston College and for
more than twenty-five years success-
fully run it. He has probably taught
more children than any man who ever
lived in the county.

Prof. Joseph lvinsy, soon after the
war had a school at Mr. James M.
Parrott’s hott.se and then he went to
LaGrange and taught there for more
than thirty years. Capt. William Pres-
ton Wooten of the United States army;
Tames v . Joyner, Superintendent of
Public Instruction; N. J. Rouse, May-
or of Kinston, and others weer his
pupils.

Col. A. C. Davis had a military
school at LaGrange and at one term
had about three hundred cadets. His
’•apid success was phenomenal. At
the same time Kinsey had a female
school; this was about ISS6. At that
time Lenoir county was ahead of any
county in the State and LaGrange was
celled the Athens of the State. Graded
schools have now taken the place of
the private schools. P r of. Rhodes
has a military school at Kinston.

Teaching is a noble profession. The
proper way to teach is by asking ques-
Hons. That was the methods of
Socrates, Plato and Aristotle, (he

greatest teachers of antiquity. Judge
Pearson adopted their method in
teaching law. and when I studied
under him and saw it. I was convinced
it was the proper way to teach. When
a child starts to school he ought to
go t<> the same teacher until he is pre-
pared for college. Jt is a bad policy
to change the teacher, for by constant
changing of teachers you impede the
progress,of the pupils.

C. S. WOOTEN.
LaGrange, N. G.

Cyrus Townsend Brady has prom-
ised to complete the rest of the man-
uscrift of the “True Andrew Jackson”
by August Ist. He has been more
than two years engaged in collecting
material for his book, and the pub-
lishers anticipate the Issue of a volume
which in the fund of anecdote shall
not be surpassed by any other volume
of the series of “True Biographies.”
Dr. Bradv is working at Toledo. Ohio,
where he recently took up a ministe-
rial charge.

ABSOLUTE
SECURITY.
Genuine

Carter’s
Little Liver Pills.

Must Bear Signature of

See FaoSitnlle Wrapper Below.

Very small and as easy

to take as sugar.

PADTrD C FOR
uAKI LKo FOR DIZZINESS.

Er
FOR BILIOUSNESS.

rp FOR TORPID LIVER.
"e FOR CONSTIPATION.
"

FOR SALLOW SKIN.
I FOR THECOMPLEXIOR i

, OEMVIMKMu»THAv«yguATUwr j
ts cents I Vurely Vegetable. J1 " "1 **

CURE SICK HEADACHE.

NOTICE!
We want every man and women in the

United States Interested in the cure of
Opium, Whiskey or other drug habits,
either for themselves or friends, to have
one of Dr. Woolley’s books on these dls*.
eases. Write Dr. B. M. W oollev. Atlanta,
Ga.. Box 287. and one will besentyou free,

Excursion Kates to Morclicml City anil
Beaufort, N. C.

The Atlantic and North Carolina
Railroad, until further notice, will sell
Round Trip Tickets to Morehead City
and return at the following rates:

(a) (b) (e)
Goldsboro ... $1.40 $2.00 sl.f»o
Bests .1.75 1.80 1.30
La Grange ... 3.30 1.70 1.20
Falling Creek. 3.25 1.60 1.10
Kinston 3.00 1.50 1.00
Caswell 3.00 1.40 1.00
Dover 2.75 1.30 .90
Cove 2.70 1.20 .85
Tusearora ... 2.65 1.10 .80
New Bern ... 2.00 1.00 .75
Riverdale .... 1.75 .90 .70

Croatan 1.70 .80 .65
Havelock .... 1.00 .60 .&•>

Newport .60 .35 .35
Wildwood ... .40 .25 .25

(a) Season Tickets limited until Oc-
tober 31st, 1905.

(b) Week End Tickets sold each

Saturday and Sunday, good returning

until the Following Monday Inclusive.
(c) Sunday Excursion Tickets. Sold

each Sunday. Good only on date «»l

sale.
The rates to Beaufort and return

will,be 25 cents higher
R. E L. BUNCH.

Truffle Manager.
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