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triets, two white and two colored.
This places about two-fifths of our
children under the protection of a
local tax.

Eight high schools are in process of

development, and will in a few years
be safely upon their feet preparing
our boys and girls for college or for
the duties and responsibilities of life.

Our corps of teachers has been thor-
oughly organized and from year tc
year stronger teachers have been em-
ployed. Os the forty-six teachers em-
ployed last year, eighteen were college

graduates, eight were high school
graduates, and most of the remaining
twenty were teachers of wide experi-
ence in the school room.

In conclusion, thorough organiza-
tion, complete co-operation, a well-

defined and comprehensive course of
study and persistent effort on tne
part of our school people, have served
to bring us a measure of success. The
outlook for the future is quite prom-
ising. With best wishes, I am

C. W. MASSEY,
Supt. of Schools.

COLUMBUS COUNTY.
In accordance with your request, I

take great pleasure in giving you a
brief account of the educational de-
velopment of our county within the
last four years.

Viewing Columbus county both
from a material and educational stand
point we will see that until recent
years it has been regarded a very
backward county.

But a few years ago the old county

awoke from its long sleep, and since
then its development has been mar-
velous. It is true we have founded no
colleges, not even any high schools of
note; we have built no large manu-
facturing enterprises, but we have
improved, we have wonderfully im-
proved our homes, we have built up
a better » system of schools and
churches.

Not many years ago the local tax
receipts of the county did not exceed
fifteen-thousand dollars. Now the

school money alone amounts to more
than eighteen-thousand dollars. Five
years ago there was not a local tax
district in the countv; now there are
six. and this year the special school
tax money will exceed two-thousand

dollars. Since 1001 we have estab-
lished nine rural libraries and ex-
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pended eleven thousand dollars in
building and repairing school houses.
Plans are on foot to use three thous-
and dollars for the same purpose
this year. Until last year there was
but one school house in the county
furnished with patent desks, now there
are seven.

For the school year ending June 10.
1901, the average length of the school
term was a fraction over twelve
weeks; for the school year ending
June 30, 1905. the average length of
the school term is nearly seventeen
weeks.

In 1903 the census takers reported

653 white children between the ages
12 and 21 who could not read and
write. In 1904 the census returns
showed that that number was re-
duced to 4 83. This year’s reports will
reduce the number considerably low-
er. Until 1901 there were not more
than three districts in the entire
county whose school terms lasted
longer than three months. This year
we will have seven schools whose
terms will last from six ito eight
months.

Besides these we have good private
schools, teaching high school branches
at Williamson’s X Roads, Fairbluff,
Wanatnish, Dothan. Smyrna, Ceno
Gordo and Pleasant Plains.

We believe in the near future a ma-
jority of the last mentioned districts
will do the right thing by adopting the
local tax. Evidently this is the solu-
tion to our educational problem. I
find in local tax districts the citizens
take a deeper interest in schools; the
average attendance is much better;
the school houses are better, the pupils
make better progress.

Local taxation means more money
and more money means better teach-
eis, and better teachers means better
work, and better work means better
progress.

F. T. WOOTEN,
Countv Superintendent.

ORKKNE C OUNTY.
The year ending June 30, 1903,

closed perhaps the most successful
year in the history of the publl**
.‘( bools of Greene county. The for-
ward steps taken have placed tin-
s' -bools of our county on a. higher
I lane, and plans formulated and exe-
cuted during the past two years have
paved the way for still greater im-
provements. During the past four
years eleven new school houses havt
been built; thos“ built during the past

two years have been built in accord-
ance with the plans and ideas as sent
forth front the Department of Edu-
cation, and have been furnished with
modern school furniture; all arc- hand-
somely painted. There has been a
marked increase in attendance where
these new. comfortable buildings hav •

been erected, in one instance amount-
ing to tvventy-fivf per cent, more than
tli*' preceding year. These new schooi
buildings seem to exert a quickening
influence upon the interest of the en-
tre school community. Parents be-
lome interested and teachers more en-
-1 'uisiastic.

In \ugust, 1903, a Woman's Asso-
r'"tion for the Betterment *of Public
School Houses was formed. A county

i ( only organization which included in
it - membership some of the best wo-
men in the county. This organization
offered a scholarship in any suminei

rchocl in North U'.rolina to th ‘ teach
< l making the moot improvement in
house and grounds. A number of the

teachers entered the contest with
spirit and enthusiasm, and, there were
few school houses and grounds in
the county that did not show the ef-
fect of this movement. Local asso-
ciations were formed, and although
no scholarship or inducement was of-
fered the past year, more efforts were
made to improve the schools and
grounds than the jear before. The
writer, in visiting the schools of the
county three years ago, does not re-
member to have seen any sign of an
effort in any school room in the coun
ty to beautify or make its walls at-
tractive —today there arc few school
rooms in tlie county, new or old, that
do not show upon their walls some
sign of an effort to beautify them. A

Superintendent .1. E. Dehnam.

number of the schools have good
maps and globes furnished by these
local associations.

For the first time in the history of
Greene county a Teachers’ Association
was formed the past year. With a
very few exceptions all the teachers
in the county took an ardent interest
in its meetings. These meetings were
held monthly during the session of
the schools. Much good was accom-
plished by the Association; the tangi-
ble results being a more rapid ad-
vancement of the pupils, and a great-
er average attendance.

There are thirty-one white and
twenty-two colored schools in the
county, of these twenty-pine white
and twenty-two colored were taught
the past year; two of the white were
not taught because teachers could noi
be obtained. The school census show
a school population of 1.929 white,
and 1,766 colored; total, 3.695. Os
this number 1.510 white and 1,341
colored were enrolled; total. 2,85-1.
The average daily attendance was:
white, 829, and colored, 806; total av-
erage daily attendance, 1.635. Paid to
white teachers in the county, $3,760.25:
colored teachers, $1,7 23.7 5; for new
school houses and sites, $997.4 1; for
repairs, $158.89: school furniture,
$274.75. The average salary paid the
teachers in the county was: white,
$28.79; colored, $19.58. The average
length of schools taught for both
races was eighty days.

Our county experiences great dif-
ficulty in getting competent teachers.
We are doing all that we can to en-
courage the young people of our coun-
ty. so inclined, to take up the work

of teaching and some have don 1
splendid work. We are hoping tin-
day will come when this difficulty will
be removed.

We shall continue the advance
movements started arid avail our-
selves of new ideas and methods as
favorable opportunities present them-
selves. The work of building good
houses should continue, and we doubt
not that it will, until every child li-

the county has an attractive and com-
fortable school room to go to. Good
houses will attract better teachers and
create a desire for longer terms. Much
good could be accomplished in our
county in the consolidation of small
districts. We hope ihe day w ill come
in the not far distant future when
there will be a number of good strong-
rural schools in our county, employing
more than one teacher, that may
serve as an object lesson to other
communities, and do away with the
desire that seems to prevail in our
county at present for small schools.
In some communities in our county
we believe that a local tax can be

voted by diligent effort on the part ot
those who lavor it; these local tax dis-
tricts may serve as object iessons and
exert an influence that will soon
place our county among the most pro-

gressive in the State. Until the peo-

ple become sufficiently interested to

take the matter in their own hands
and increase the funds. Greene county

will not occupy the place that she is
entitled to. \

J. E. DEBNAM.
Co. Supt. of Schools.

DAVIDSON COUNTY.
June 30. 1905, closed the most suc-

cessful school year in the histoiy of
the public school system of Davidson
county. Many of our schools the pre-
vious year hud to suspend for a few

weeks and some of them for the term
on account of smallpox, which pre-

Superlntciulont Il* I^dford.

vailed to an alarming extent, in differ-
ent parts of the county. With the
opening of the school year a campaign
of progress was ushered in and en-
thusiastic friends of education rallied
and reorganized their scattered forces
to make an effort to regain the losses
of the previous year. Plans formu-

lated by the Board of Education and

approved by the people were suc-

cessfully executed and resulted in the

removal of many delupidated old
school houses and putting in their
places comfortable new ones. Dur-

ing the year a dozen new school
houses were built, several old’ ones
repaired and a number furnished
with new desks. For these purposes
the sum of twenty-five hundred dol-

lars was judiciously spent from gen-
eral school fund and district funds
and at least one thousand dollars rais-
ed by private subscription. School
house sites were purchased, new
houses built, no debts contracted and
an average four months school term
taught in the schools of the county.

The new houses built have influ-
enced children to enter school, and
teachers to he more faithful in the
performance of their delicate duties.
The progressive movement will con-
tinue until the last child in the county
has a comfortable school rooln to go
to. Good houses will attract good
teachers and create a desire for long-
er terms. The question of consolida-
tion of districts will be kept promi-
nently before the patrons of small
districts until something is accomplish
ed on this line. By using diligent
efforts local tax can be carried in

some districts, which will exert an
influence that will soon place our
county among the most progressive
counties of the State. In a few weeks
a campaign of education will open.
Educational rallies will be held in the
different parts of the county, and the
people strengthened in their determ-
ination to forward the movement in-
augurated to increase the facilities
for the education of all of the c hild-
ren of the county. Our schools will
open the first of November and early
in the month township meetings will
be held by the superintendent.

P. L. LEDFORD,
County Superintendent.

LENOIR COUNTY.
Lenoir county has 3,692 white and

2.648 negro children between 6 and
21 years of age. There are graded

schools in Kinston and LaGrange and
forty schools for white race and twen-
ty-five schools for colored race in the
county. The apportionment January,

1905, was $2.50 per capita. There was
no schools with less than five months
term and some had six and one-half
months’ term. The average was five
months and thirteen days for white
race and five months for the negro
race.

The enrollment and average at-
tendance was better than ever before.

During the past year we have con-
solidated two schools for the white
race in Southwest township and two
in Institute township, and two for the
negro race in Contentnea Neck town-
ship. We have built three school
houses for the white race and one
for the negro race. These houses
were built according to plans sent out
by State Superintendent of Public In-
struction. One of the houses was a
two-room house and there were tu’o

Sunerintondont ('. \V. Ilorward.

teachers employed all the time. We
had three more schools with two
teachers than any previous year. We
will consolidate more schools the en-
suing year, and build several new
school houses. Our school fund has

increased in five years from $13,000 in
1900 to $23,000 in 1905. The average
salary paid white teachers per month
in 1900 was $23.90, and $20.50 for the
negro race.

In 1905 the average for white teach-
ers was $31.00 and for negro teachers
$22. The average /ength of school
term in 1900 was 16 3-5 weeks for
white and 14 3-5 weeks for colored;
in 1905 it is 22 3-5 weeks for white
and 20 weeks for colored.

We have some very good teachers

and most of them fairly good.
C. W. HOWARD,

County Superintendent.

GATES COUNTY.
The Board of Education of our

county is composed of efficient and
active men, so that the matter of pub-
lic education is u live subject with
us.

In spite of the fact that we arc
greatly hampered by insufficiency of
means, and the consequent fact that

the salaries we are able to pay will
not secure the best of teachers, we
are' doing all we can to achieve the
best results possible under the con-
ditions. and we have had some grat-

ifying results. In the past two years
we have built two new houses on
modern plans, one of which is not
quite completed), these after furnish-
ing in good modern style are worth
SIOOO each.

Two teachers are employed in each
of these, as also in Gatesville academy,
which property the county has
bought. In three other communities
the patrons are anxious for schools
of this kind, and thev will he built as
rapidly as the building fund of the
countv will permit. Other houses
have been built also, smaller, but neat
and comfortable, while two have been
enlarged, and in nearly every instance

new furniture installed. There is a
general demand for better houses and
the people have contributed gener-

ously toward those that have been

built. There seems to be a growing
interest in education, and a great -r
appreciation. As is shown from in-

creased attendance, particularly is this
noticeable in the new districts.

We have held elections in two dis-
tricts. We were defeated in one dis-

trict and carried the other by a ma-
jority of one. This, however, has not

been pressed on account of some tech-
nical legal questions.

Our people in Gates, as in the East

generally, are extremely conservative
as to negro education, and the labor
conditions do not tend to make them
favorable to taxation, which must he
shared, even partly with them. The
conservative whites generally are in

favor of giving them the constitution-
al ’four months requirements, out?
they are bitterly opposed to being fur-
ther taxed for them. Their attitude
on this subject is the natural out-
growth of apparently uncontrollable'
conditions in, the Eastern counties. |

They prefer increasing school faeil- i
ities for whites bv hiring the white j
teachers to run entered school after i
or before public school opens or j
closes. This they do in a great many

instances. The committeemen in sonic |
townships hire teachers for the public,
schools with the understanding that 1
the teachers will run a two, three or
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four months private school. We have
33 white districts in the county and
10 of the districts are so managed that
the children can g 0 to school eight
months in the year.

The negroes have built two large
school buildings in the county by pri-
vate enterprises since 1903 and tin* en-
rollment of each last year exceeded
the 100 mark.

The Board of Education has bor-

Superintendent T. \V. Cos ten, Jr.

rowed from the loan fund in only
one instance: their idea being to spend
no more each year in building new
houses or improving old ones than is
set apart each year for that purpose
from the county fund.

T. W. COSTEX, JR..
Superintendent of Schools.

TRANSYLVANIA COUNTY.
ft is said by some who have travel-

ed extensively in Europe and in other
parts of the earth, that Transylvania
county is the most beautiful section
they have ever seen —“the garden spot
of the world.” Indeed our county is
one with a myriad of grand and beau-

tiful scenes.
Scattered along the and nest-

led among the hills are the homes of

the people, some cozy cottages, others
humble cabins. In these homes are
to bo seen many bright boys and girls,
with minds more precious than ma-
terial wealth, capable of being devel-
oped into usefulness and power. For
the proper development of these minds
we are most earnestly striving. “If
we work upon gold, it will perish; if
upon brass, time will efface it: if we
rear temples they will crumble into

dust.” But if we work upon immor-
tal minds, imbuing them with high
principles and a just fear of God, we
engrave in them something which no
time can efface, no evasion destroy,
but which will continue to grow
brighter through this life, the bless-
ings of which will live throughout
eternity.

Our public schools are doing much
to raise the children to a higher plane
and to higher ideals of life. New
school houses are being erected and
the school grounds being beautified.
Some of the people are becoming in-
terested in special tax for longer and
better schools. Several communities
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Superintendent T. Henderson.

are striving to build up permanent
schools to continue eight or ten months
each year, in order to be able to more
thoroughly disseminate knowledge
among the youths of our county, de-
veloping in them all their God-given i
faculties and unfolding to them life's
greatest possibilities.

T. C. HENDERSON,
County Superintendent.

MOORE COUNTY.
Moore has taken all her rural li-

braries under the act of 1905. The
county has nineteen rural libraries!
which contain more than 2.000 vol-j
umes. The teachers have a circulating
library in charge of the superinten- j
dent. Seven districts (perhaps
more) will receive aid from local tax j
this year. Petitions for local tax elec-j
tions are being circulated in many j

Superintendent M. A. McLeod.
districts. Three houses were built
last year, and four more are in erec-
tion. Many towns and villages will
erect good buildings this year. San-
ford is erecting a building at cost of
SIO,OOO. We have increased from two
preparatory schools to nine. within
three years. The teachers, citizens, i
newspapers and Board of Education
are loval. All our young men will
vote after 1908.

*l. a. McLEOD,
Superintendent.

• RANDOLPH COUNTY.
There are many reasons for believ-

ing that Randolph is making progress

in building up a system of public
j schools equal to the needs of the

i masses of children who will never have
the opportunity of attending any oth-
er than the public schools of their re-
spective districts. Sentiment for local
taxation and consolidation of small
districts has grown rapidly, and senti-
ment for better and more attractive
school houses has grown more rapid-
ly than our fund with which to build
them. 1 will speak of these briefly

Consolidation—Since 1902 the num-
ber of white districts has been re-
duced from 114 to 105; colored, from
24 to 22. The Board of Education
expects to keep steadily at this work,
but it cannot do the amount of work
that is needed on account of a lack of
money with which to build new
houses. An attractive house and a
teacher having the same qualities
usually does away with the ill-feeling
that is caused by removing the old
school houses and establishing the
public school at a new place. We
could do a great deal of work along
this line if we had plenty of money
to build good houses, as an attractive
school house and the prospect of a
better school are strong inducements
to the patrons, and the children in-

! variably attend more regularly.
Local Taxation —I was elected to my

present position in January, 1902.
Aided by those faithful and untiring
workers, Superintendent Curtis ,

of
Burlington, and Superintendent R. B.
White, of Franklin county, I canvassed
the entire county in the summer of
1902 in the interest of schools. Few
of the people had hed.rd these ques-
tions discussed. Since that time
Franklinville, Providence. Randleman
and Ramseur have voted a local tax.
Randleman and Asheboro have voted
to increase the tax rate to forty cents
on each one hundred dollars’ worth
of property and three times that
amount on each poll, at the same time
voting bonds for new' school build-
ings. The amount of local tax that
will be raised in this county on ac-
count of the elections that have been
held is estimated at $5,500. There are
seweral districts now agitating the
question, and I think our number of
local tax districts will be doubled by
next June.

School Houl ‘s—My first annual re-
port, made in 1902, showed public
school property in this county valued
at $13,347.25. My report for 1905
showed property worth $27,355. The
Randleman school was chattered by
the last Legislature. Consequently
the new school building erected there
last year at a cost greater than the
entire value of public School property
in the county three years ago is not

accounted for in my annual report.

We have built sixteen new school
houses in the last four years. A great
many more have 1 reoaired to the
extent of making them practically as
good as new.

General Progress—Possibly the

Superintendent J. M. Way.

greatest improvement wrought in our
county has been in the teaching pro-
fession. With very few' exceptions
the teachers have worked hard in the
school room. They have done much
to improve and beautify the school
houses and school grounds. As to
qualifications, we think our teachers
are as good as any in the State.

We realize that the schools are for
the children of all the people, and
for that reason, committeemen and
teachers are selected without regard
to their political or religious belief.
In a word, Randolph is moving stead-
ily to the front.

J. M. WAY.
County Supt.‘ of Schools.

WILKES COUNTY.
The public schools of Wilkes coun-

ty have made much progress during
the last four years, and I know no
better way to show this improvement
than comparing existing conditions at
the close of the scholastic year, 1901,
and 1905. We find by reference to
the annual report of schools for the
former year that the public school
property was valued at $7,628.00 in
the latter year $16,022.00. The
length of school term in 1901 wr as 14
weeks, in 1905. it was 15 weeks, and
could have been 16 had the funds due
the districts been brought out. The
average monthly salary paid male
teachers in the former year was s2l
in the latter year $27; white female
teachers received in 1901, $20.00 and
in 1905, $26.00. The enrollment in
our public schools in 1901 was 61 per
cent of the school population, while
in 1905 it reached 73 per" cent. At
this rate of increase it is a question
of only a short while till our people
will have solved the problem of com-
pulsory attendance. In 1901 we had
61 frame school houses, in 1905 we
have 91, an increase of 30 in four
years. In 1901 we had no rural libra-
ries, today we have 15 and in addition
to these 10 supplemental libraries.
We 'have also in connection wtith.
these 8 travelling libraries which
usually remain about a year in a dis-
trict, and are then passed on to ano-
ther. It has been no trouble to secure
in each district the services of a com-
petent person to look after these
books. Judging from the reports of
the librarians it is very evident that

these libraries are potent factors in

the educational life of the communi-
ties where they have been placed, and
the good which will result from plac-
ing these books in the homes of so
many of our people eternity only can
tell. We have also a teachers’ cir-
culating library, which has been very
helpful to the teachers of our county.
Four years ago we had no local tax
districts, today wr e have seven and
the outlook is encouraging in a num-
ber of others. Our people are rapid-
ly becoming alive to the fact that the
only hope for popular education lies
in the adoption of this system.

We have now in successful opera- j
tion here a countv teachers’ assoeia- j
tion. which has played no little part ]
in the manifest improvement along j
educational lines. The teachers are j
realizing that these meetings furnish '
them excellent opportunities for im- j
provement, and they are taking more ’
and more interest in the work of ihe !
organization as the months and years
go by. A little over a year ago we j
organized the lady teachers of the
county into an association for the bet- J
terment of school houses and grounds.

This organization gave a scholar-

ship as a prize to the teacher w’ho
made most improvement in house and
grounds during the past year. Con-
siderable work wr as done in competing
for the prize. A large number of
beautiful pictures w’ere hung upon
the bare walls of not a few of our
school rooms, some unsightly stumps
ha\*e been removed from the grounds,

and some (lower seeds have beenY
sown to beautify the surroundings.
This is a vast field upon which the
noble women of our country are en-
tering. The work to be done is

great and the difficulties to be met

are many, but wT e have an abiding
fault that the organization will over-
come all obstacles in the pathway to
success.

Another very gratifying feature of
the work here is that during the past
tw'o years nearly all of our teachers
have become subscribers to one or
more educational journals. A great
many of them have long needed the

help which these journals give.
The future is bright with promise,

the committeemen as a rule are taking
more interest in matters pertaining to
the schools than ever before. The

Superintendent C. Wriglit.

teachers generally are giving more
time and thought to the requirements
and duties of their profession. Par-
ents everywhere are becoming more
aroused to the sense of their respon-
sibilities and are trying to better fit
their children for the successful dis-
charge of their duties which may de-

volve upon them in after life.
C. C. WRIGHT,

County Superintendent.
July 24, 1905.

JACKSON COUNTY.
We have made some advancement

along every line of work. We have
first grade teachers enough to supply
every school in the county. We have
built during the past two years rour
new school houses at a cost of eight
hundred or a thousand dollars each.
We have under way of construction
five new houses which will average a
cost of about one thousand dollars
each when completed.

Our public schools averaged a term
of seventeen weeks last year, and we
believe the term will be considerably
longer this year.

Our schools have several rural li-
braries established, and we hope to
establish one in every school district
in the county within the next two
years.

We have recently organized an as-
sociation for the betterment and Im-
provement of school houses and
grounds. We hope to improve our
houses and grounds very greatly
through this organization.

There is more enthusiasm among
the teachers and people of this county
along every line of educational ad-
vancement than ever before.

Hoping to be able to give more

Superintendent W. L. Henson.

fully the advancement in education at
some future time, I am

W. L. HENSON.
Superintendent.

RICHMOND COUNTY.
The people of Richmond are In

sympathy with the movement so
marked all over the state for better
schools and longer terms, and decid-
ed advances have been made in secur-
ing these advantages. The good work
has gone on so quietly, however, that
many residents of the county will

be surprised to learn that within the
last two years more than a score of
new school buildings buildings have
been provided, and thousands of dol-
lars invested in school buildings. In
Rockingham and Hamlet nearly ten
thousand dollars have been expended
in buildings and improving school
houses, and hundreds of dollars in
providing more comfortable furniture.
And yet the schools have been kept
going from four to nine months in
the year without asking a dollar from
the second hundred thousand. This
has been accomplished partly through
the generosity of citizens of the coun-

Superintendent W. It. Coppcdgc.

ty who do not want any display made
of their liberality.

As yet only two efforts have been
made to secure special tax districts,
both of which were successful. If the
school terms were not already reas-
onably long in most of the townships
the sentiment in favor of succh dis-
tricts would grow more rapidly. As
it is most of the rural communities
have as long school terms as they de-
sire. but some are learning as others

have alredy learned, that they cannot
afford to keep the children out of
school for the value of their services
on the farms or in the mills. The im-
provements in the school equipments
which it is the present policy to con-
tinue till every school house is com-
fortable and attractive is designed in
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part to stimulate interest in the
schools among both parents and chil-
dren. The county superintendent is
endeavoring through the local papers,
and by visiting every neighborhood
to develop new interest in the public
schools in every part of the county,
and while the growth of healthful
sentiment is not so rapid as he de-
sires, it is sufficiently rapid to give
encouragement and gratification.

The chairman and other members
of the Board of Education are men
of the best business Qualifications and
are making noble sacrifices In devoting
as much of their time as necessary
to the interest of the work. It will
be interesting to compare some of
the results of their administration
with those of the administration of
those in authority when the county
was under Republican rule.

For the year ending June 30th,
1899, the average salary of white
teachers was $23.57. and of negro
teachers. $26.20 per month. In 1905
white teachers received an average
monthly salary of $26.82 and negro
teachers. $18.31. Considering the
conspicuous incompetency of the negro
teacher, this seems a nearer approach
to justice.

In 1899 the average length of school
terms was for negroes 13.2 weeks, for
whites. 12.3 weeks. In 1905 the av-
erage school term for whites was
21.3 weeks and for negroes 20 weeks.

Much has been accomplished in the
work of consolidating small districts,
and as the good results of consolida-
tion are seen other neighborhoods
will be ready to try :ts advantages.

W. R. COPPEDGE,
County Superintendent.

PERSON COUNTY.
The educational development of

Person county is very encouraging,
and bids fair to make greater devel-
opmerits. With good school houses
in every school district well equipped,
teachers more efficient, instruction
more thorough and practical, the en-
rollment, and average attendance bet-
ter, longer school terms; we look for
good results to follow. The interest
manifested by the people is greater
than heretofore. In addition to this
we have a Terrell fumluto help run
our schools. Dr. John C. Terrell, a

Superintendent G. F. Holloway.

native of Person county, feeling a
deep interest in the upbuilding of
his native county, gave sixty-five thou-
sand dollars to help educate the chil-
dren, and to build good houses, to be
well equipped with the latest improved
desks in every school district in the
county. We have a flourishing graded
school in Roxboro that is doing a
noble work along the line of educa-
tion. The Bethel Hill Institute and
the Readeland Academy have been
important factors in the advancement
of education.

G. F. HOLLOWAY,
County Superintendent.

WATAUGA COUNTY.
There his been a marked improve-

ment in the public schools of Watau-
ga county. There are seventy white
and four colored schools. The aver-
age number of students in each dis-
trict for the white race is 75. The

average number for the colored race
is 20. But little consolidation has
been done, but little can be
done. Since this county was establish-
ed in 1849, the Boards of Educa-
tion have acted with judgment in the
making of new districts. While some
mistakes have been made, it is im-
practicable, owing to the topography
of the county, to reduce the number
of the districts. There are no local
tax districts in this county save the
one at Blowing Rock with which the

Superintendent B. li. Dougherty.

entire community is well pleased. Our
people are discussing local taxation
and it is believed in the near future
that other districts will take this step
of progress.

The general average attendance last
year was about 59 per cent, of the
census report; five years ago it was
30 per cent. Mr. L. H, Michael, I.
G. Greer and J. F. Fox made an
average of more than 60 per cent,

and the Board of Education gave
them a premium of ten dollars each.

The greatest factor in our educa-
tional life is the establishment of the
Appalachian Training School in the
town of Boone, in throwing distance
of the camp of old Daniel Boone.
The State gave the pittance of $1500,-
00, and the people gave $3,500.00 for
the building fund.

The last legislature provided for an
appropriation of $4000.00 when a like

amount shall have been raised by pri-
vate subscription. This amount will
be raised by next January.

The campus contains seven and one
half acres of land overlooking the
fertile valleys of New River. There are
three buildings: The academy build-
ing, 61 x 71 feet, two stories high,

contains 11 rooms, the brick build-
ing, 64x100 feet, contains an oflice, a

library, four recitation rooms, on
the first floor; a music room, an
art room and an auditorium with seat-
ing a capacity of twelve hunder on the
second floor; the girl’s dormitory con-
tains 65 rooms and easily accomodate
one hundred young ladies when com-
pleted. This entire plant is worth
$15,000.00, belongs to the State. It

will have cost the State $5500.00.
The institution has just closed a

(Conttinued on Page Eleven.)
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