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nr.v-t successful summer school, in
which teachers were enrolled as fol-
lows: Caldwell, 34; As.'le. 30; Al-
leghany. 18; Wilkes, 3; Forsyth, 1;
liedell, 1; Burke. 2' McDowell, 2;
Mitchell, 1: Watauga, 68. The county

superintendents of Watauga and Cald-
well irsued 26 first grade and 96 sec-
ond grade certificates.

The faculty this year was as fol-
lows: U. B. Dougherty, county su-
perintendent of Watauga, Y. D. Moore
county superintendent of Caldwell;
Prof. A. E. Woltz, of the Lenoir grad-
ed schools. Prof. A. Masters, of Mit-
chell county. Prof. Charles M. Dixon,
of Helton Academy, Miss Winnie Pat-
ton. graded schools of High Point,
Miss Mary S. Jarmn, of Onslow coun-
ty, and Miss Margaret lthea, of Eliza-
beth! on, Tennessee.

This summer school has been- the
largest and most enthusiastic educa-
tional meeting that the mountain
section has ever had. The work
oi the school was conducted on the
college plan. No student registered
for less than five recitations per day.
A »lass roll was kept and the students
were held responsible for being ab-
sent. Diligent work in the text books
is what the teachers of the Mountain
<oiinf.es need. A capable teacher in
each district will have a great influ-
ence for the improvement <>f school
‘no ts-’.s for consolidation arul local
taxation.

B. Ti. DOUGHERTY,
County Superinendent.

YADKIN COUNTY.
For more than flftv years Yadkin

county has excelled in number and
efti i< my 'in academical schools, but
like all other counties of the State, no
considerable importance has been at-
ta< bed to the public schools by a
vast majority of the people. More re-
cently a greater interest is being man-

A ,1 Martin.

'ifeeded in public education. Four
years ago our Board of Education
began a reconstruction of the pubPe
system of this county at first at the
protest of a large number of our
people, but the opposition to improve
school facilities as understood by mod-
ern educators is rapidly melting away
and coai-olidation with larger ;\n<I
better houses is fast making new
friends. During the past four years
considerably more money lias been
spent in building new school houses
and buying equipment than the total
valuation of all public school property
amounted to in 1900. Perhaps there
is no stronger evidence that the pub-
lic schools are considered of more im-
portance by all the people now than
ever before than the fact that they
demand more competent teachews.
We have two local tax districts in the
county and one other district lias vot-
ed a local tax but the tax has n >t
been levied. All in all I consider the
outlook for the public schools of Yad-
kin very promising.

A. .T. MARTIN.
County Superintendent

WILSON COI NTV.
\ few words will t li the story of

the educational progress made in
Wilson county since Governor Aycock
inaugurated th<‘ movement in the
Stnt ¦ that attracted th; whoie nation's
attention, and aroused our people to
such action that results hitherto un-
expected have been attained.

From the last report of our rotir-
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ing Superintendent. Jas. W. Hays, T
cull the following:

Number painted school houses, 1901,
3; 19 »5, 32.

Value of school property, 1901,
5.2'1,99 9; 1905, $54.11.').

Average salary white teacher, 1901,
$29; 1905, .$36.

Average school term, 1901, 4 1-2
months; 1905. 5 1-4 months.

Number school di tricts, 1901, 76
1905. 73.

Number local tax districts, 1901 1-
1905, 3.

Number rural libraries, 1901, o-
-1905. 18.

County teachers’ associations, 1901,
0; 1905, 2.

County teachers’ libraries, 1901, 0;
19C5, 2.'

Number ladies’ societies for im-
provement school property, 1901, 0:
1905. 1.

Ms esse <1 valuation property listed
for taxation, 1901, $3,900,050; 1905.
$6,247,471.

A casual glance at the above figures
will show our improvement much more
< onclusvely than any amount of words
that I might use. To the wisdom and
ent rgy of our retiring superintendent,
J. W. Hays, and his able board is due
mu h of our success so far.

The people of the county have the
jxr(atest confidence in our present

Board oi Education—Geo. XV. Connor,

Esq., chairman, and Messrs. Nathan
Bass and Jno. T. Revell —all able and
successful men of affairs, and thor-
oughly interested in the education of
th<- children of the county.

The people have a right to expect
much from this board. They will not
be disappointed.

Since the above report was filed
another district —Stantonsburg—has
voted a local tax to supplement its
school fund which means an eight or
nine months’ public school for that
neighborhood.

Six new rural libraries will be in-
stalled before the opening of the win-
ter schools, the money for same is
already in hand. Within the past four
years a nbrnber of districts have been
consolidated, in each instance a new
and commodious building taking the
place of- at least two old dilapidated
houses. Several old houses are now
quaking undei the tread of progress
being made in the county. A number
of new houses have been built to ac-
commodate outway places and in this
very many children have been reached
and cared for who had not been to
school at all before. There are in the
county, a few careless and indifferent
people, but only a few. The great
majority of our folks are restless and
champing the bit for greater achiev-
ments in the educational development
of the county. Our greatest difficulty
lies not in interesting the people in
the education of their children, but in
satisfying their demands for better
educational facilities. The outlook is
indeed hopeful.

E. J. BARNES.
County Superintendent of Schools.

11EUTF<)l!l> COUNTY.
I am glad to report a revival of in-

terest in Hertford county in favor of
the education of the white race. The
white people are beginning to wake
up to the fact that unless they pay
more attention to the education of
their children the negro children of
the future will be the better educated
class. Since the Constitutional
Amendment the negroes have shown
greater determination than ever be-
fore to educate their children, and
unless the white man thoroughly real-
izes the need of an awakening he will
find 'he negro going ahead.

Tne new Board of Education has
taken up its work with determination
to do all in its power to facilitate bet-
ter public schools, especially for the
whites. Wherever it is possible they
are consolidating districts, thus giving
longer terms of school. What we
most need is longer school terms and
more efficient teachers. We hope to
place Hertford county in the fore-
front as an educational county.

The new board .has changed the old
system of district committees and has
appointed township committees of
three "nod men in each township.
It is a great thing for the .State’s edu-
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cational policy for the superintendents
of the State to keep in touch with
each other, and know something of
each other's work, and I can conceive
of no better medium through which
we can do this than the columns of
Tiie News ami Observer.

T. E. BROWN,
Supt. Schools of Hertford County.

HALIFAX COUNTY.
In reviewing the educational con-

ditions of Halifax county it is neces-
sary to take into consideration the
fact that it is a large county, almost
entirely rural.

We have six towns, namely, Weldon,
Enfield, Scotland Neck, Littleton. Hal-
ifax and the new manufacturing town
of Roanoke Rapids. By reference to
the census you will note that they are
all comparatively small towns, and all
combined would not number as many
people as you have in Raleigh. Anoth-
er thing that is worthy of note is,
that we have only 3816 white children,
while we have 7.479 colored
children to educate, or about
two negroes to one white
child. The negroes do not pay one
dollar to the white man’s fifteen, for
the purpose of education. So you see
we have a right heavy burden to carry
as we march along In this progressive
educational age. And yet we have av-
eraged more than a five months term
in the county during the last fiscal
year and this without one dollar from
the 2nd SIOO,OOO set aside by the leg-

islature to aid needy districts. In
fact Halifax county has not received
one single dollar of this money at
any time since the legislature made
such a provision. Not because wo

Superintendent l)i. \. S. Harrison.

have no needy districts, we have many
districts that have needed aid, but.
the conditions to be complied with

and the red tape necessary to secure
any of this money put it out of out-
reach, for the districts that needed
it most even too small, having less
than 65 children to claim it. And
right here I want to say that in my
opinion the legislature ought to do
away with that apportionment or else
give each county its pro rata snare on
some equitable basis for 1 do not think
it lias served its purpose for which
it was intended. I think our very
efficient and much beloved State Su-
perintendent and Iris assistants have
done all in their power to distribute
this fund where it was most needed
but I am sure they have had a hard
problem to solve. We have 12 rural
libraries in the county and 1 have
the money subscribed for two more
and I believe that this is the best
money spent in the county, because it
lielns to educate the old people as
well as the children, and we must get
tiie parents aroused and interested if
we expect to get a regular attendance
of the children.

We have two (2) well established
graded schools in the county, one at
Enfield and one at Scotland Neck, and
an election has been held and carried
almost unanimously for one at Weldon

and it will be in operation for the

tall session. The two schools above
mentioned are doing fine work and th<
attendance is splendid, showing that
when people are really interested the
children get the benefit.

We have a supplemented school at
Littleton that I hope at no distant time
to change to an up-to-date graded
school and I certainly hope the pr >-

gressive people at Roanoke Rapids
will rally to the support <>f a good
graded school there in the very near
future, for it is certainly needed, and
they must keep up with the proces-
sion. We have some good rural
schools in the county, among the
most progressive of these is the school
at Aurelian Springs, where tin-
teachers have done excellent work, and
where the attendance lias been good
and when I hope to establish a local
tax or graded school at no distant
time, provided the people will not
allow themselves to be broken up
with local discussions. We also have
good prospects at Hobgood and at a
new school just started at Heathsville,
also at Brinkleyvilie and Ringwood.
but the people in these places are
not as much interested as they ought

to be. Halifax (town). too. needs
awakening in the cause of education.
However, we are not discouraged,
neither are we asleep, our people
move slowly, but they do not take a
step backward, our schools are better
than they were and our teachers ire

better prepared to teach. Our Board of

Education is progressive, and in the
great battle against ignorance, now :.i

progress, old Halifax county will
give a good account of herself.

Yours, truly.
A. S. HA'RRISON,

County Supt.

SAMPSON COUNTY.
Sampson, one of the largest coun-

ties in the State, maintains one hun-

dred and forty-two public schools,
ninety-one of which are white, and
fifty-one colored. In addition there
are ten or twelve excellent private
schools, some of which rank second to
no preparatory schools in eastern
North Carolina. To attend school
there are of school ago nine thousand
two hundred and ninety-six children,

of which six thousand and twenty-
three are white, anil three thousand
two hundred and seventy-three col-
ored. The county Is divided into six-
teen townships, each of which has its
respective school committee. The

schools open on the first Monday < »f

November and continue practically
four months.

Among the most urgent needs of
our public schools may be mentioned
(a) better trained and a larger num-
ber of teachers-; (b) better and more
attractive school houses; tc) a larger
number of special tax districts and

consolidation of small districts, and
(d) and greater enthusiasm generally
for education. We shall speak briefly

of the work which has been done in
Sampson along these lines during the
past two years.

A bi-annual summer school for the
teachers of the county which is to

have at least a month's duration has

been provided by the Board of Edu-
cation in order that our teachers may
have an opportunity to equip them-
selves for more proficient teaching.
Last summer ninety-six teachers at-
tended ihe summer school and were
instructed by four experienced teach-
ers. The improvement in the exami-
nation papers of many of the teach-
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ers indicate that the school did con-
siderable good. The ten or twelve
high schools distributed over the
county arc also patent factors in pre-l
paring anil improving the teachers.
Several of these, of course, are con-
ducted in connection with the public
schools. On our high schools and pri-
vate schools we have to depend very
largely for our supply of teachers, be-

cause only a small per cent of the
public school teachers are college

trained. It is to be hoped, therefore,

in order to complete our public school

system and to have a sufficient num-
ber of teachers, that, several public
high schools will he established in

tiie county by the Boeru of Education.
And tints we may solve satisfactorily
the most vital enigma confronting us.
the problem of having more and bet-

ter trained teachers.
For several years we have had a

teachers’ association which meets

monthly during the winter. A pro-

gram committee arranges the pro-
grams and appoints leaders for the
discussion of questions pertaining to
teaching. In this way also tiie teach-
ers are improved. Last year a splen-

did library especially suitable for
teachers’ use was secured as one of
the accomplishments of the teachers’
association.

The seven or eight modern, newly
erected houses in as many localities

[of the county are acting as a marked
incentive to arouse an enthusiastic
desire in every quarter for better and
more attractive houses and more com-
fortable desks. In almost every dis-
trict the patrons are talking of build-
ing anew or of repairing, and en-
larging the- old house. Progress in
this direction has been stimulated by
the effective work of the Woman’s
Association for the Betterment of
Public School-houses and Grounds.
Beside improving houses and giounds,
hanging curtains, pictures, etc., the
association has established a prize of
a scholarship paying ill expenses to
one of the best summer schools mi the
State to be given to tin- teacher ir>a7 -

ing the greatest improvement, by per-
sonal effort, to the school house and
site.

The question as to how the pub-
lic money may be supplemented on a
fair and sure basis so that the terms
in many districts may he lengthened
and more competent teachers em-
ployed. has solved itself, wdiere small
districts have been consolidated and
a moderate special school tax levied.
At Ingold three districts were consol-
idated, a special tax voted, and a
twelve hundred dollar house dieted.
In Clinton two large districts were
consolidated, a special tax voted, and
a house and site valued at three thou-
sand dollars secured. In each case
about an eight months’ term is main-
tained, the former having two icach-
err, the latter four. A special tax elec-
tion is now* pending in the Pigford
district, and in several others the
subject Is being warmly agitated.

The twelve rural libraries and seven
enlargements ready established are
quietly but surely getting in their
educational work. Where they are lo-
cated the children eagerly read the
books and soon get the parents in-
terested in reading. Consequently the
committees as a whole are cultivating

a fondness for good literature and
other mental food, and the parents
are much more willing to purchase
such supplementary books as their

children read.
Although something has been done,

it seems very insignificant when com-
pared with what remains yet to be
done. It is our purpose to arouse the
people to greater efforts by waging an
educational campaign during the last
two weeks of August to extend from
one end of the county to the other.
Dates and places have been arranged
for the educational rallies, and vigor-
ous, able, and earnest speakers secured
for the occasions. By this means we
hope to keep Sampson in the front

rank with tiie counties which are the

standard bearers of the educational
wave which is making its conquest
in the Old North State.

JOHN A. FERRELL,
County Superintendent.

BEAUFORT COUNTY.
Among great North Carolina teach-

ers my mind instinctively reverts to
Rev. N. C. Hughes, D.D., for many
years the principal of Trinity School,
Choeowinity. N. C. Dr. Hughes was a
native of Pennsylvania, graduating,
when seventeen years Old, from the
University of that State as salutatori-
an of his class. He was a man of
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ripe scholarship, sound judgment, pa-
tient industry, sanguine temperament

and did as much, perhaps, for the
educational and moral uplift of the
people, with whom he cast his lot, as
any man who has ever lived among
them.

Long before the Civil War he found-
ed Trinity School, Choeowinity, an
institution whose influence has ever
been potent for good in this section

of the State,
Many men now in active life were

his pupils, and feel that they owe to
him a lasting debt of gratitude. He

died in 1893, but his work goes on
under the able and efficient direction
of his son, the Rev. N. (’. Hughes
present principal of Trinity School.

NATHANIEL HARDING,
Co. Supt.

MACON COUNTY.
The educational interests of Macon

county have suffered greatly from an
over supply of schools and an under
supply of teachers. We have accom-
plished little in the way of consolidat-
ing school districts.

Last year Nve built four excellent
new school houses. Plans are on foot
for the building of others during the
present year, while extensive repairs
are being made on a number of old
houses.

We have no local tax districts.
Macon was the first county in North

Carolina to adopt, by vote of the peo-
ple, a compulosry school law. This
law provides that all children be-
tween the ages of 10 and 16 shall
attend some school annually for a
period equivalent to three-fourths of
the public school term in the district
wherein they reside. During tiie first

Superintendent T. J. Johnson.

year that the compulsory law wa.- ! n
force there was an increase in the
enrollment of our schools of 34.4 p L -r

cent., and an increase of nearly 20
per cent, in the average daily at-

T. J. JOHNSTON,
County Superintendent.

MITCHELL COUNTY.
During the last two years there has

been considerable progress made in
education in Mitchell county, partic-
ularly in the building of new school
houses, the establishment of rural lib-
raries, etc. Since the Legislature of
1903 placed the building of new school
houses under the control of the Coun-
ty Board of education we have built
ten new school houses, and we have in
course of erection live others.

We have also secured twelve rural
libraries in our county; some of these
libraries have also been enlarged. The
establishment of these libraries has
done much to increase the efficiency of
the schools where they have been es-

Siiperiiitomlent 1). W. Greene.

tablished, and to stimulate a taste for
good reading among the people, both
old aiul young.

During the last two years there
has been a continuous and encourag-
ing increase in the enrollment and
daily average attendance in the
schools, indicatin'- an increase in in-
terest and public sentiment for educa-
tion.

The school census of Mitchell coun-
ty-is *3,1 LS whites, and 206 colored.
There are seventy-two districts, sixty-
eight for whites and four for the col-
ored. The average census to the dis-
trict is 90 for whites and 51 for the
colored. The enrollment for last year

was 5,151, and the average daily at-
tendance was 2.31(! for whites. The
enrollment for colored race. 130.

There are fifteen districts which
contain less than Mv- five scholars.
Some few of these might he abolished,
or consolidated, but owing to sparsity
of population, and peculiar geographi-
cal conditions wo can not consolidate
many.

The graduation and classification of
our schools, have also been improved
some, and the work done in the schools
has been more efficient in every way.

There has been some improvement
among our teachers, but with short
school terms and small salaries, and
other conditions adverse to success,
we cannot hope to retain first class
teachers. Many of them are going
business for six or eight months of
the year and teach four months, they
into other business.- As long as they

must work on their farms or other
can sea ready hope to become profes-
sional teachers.

We need longer school term. More
money is the fundamental need, but
we cannot • xpec t the State to do more
by special appropriation for the

schools. Local taxation is the only
remedy I suppose, and this is not pop-
ular in our county. Our people must
he educated along with this line, before
they will vote for local taxation. But
tlm principle of local taxation is gain-

ing ground in Mitchell county.
D. W. GREENE.

County Superintendent.

GRANYII LM COUNTY.
Educational progress in Granville

county is yet in its infancy. During

the pa si few years theories have been

advanced and plans laid which prom-
ised far-reaching results, but owing to
what seemed insurmountable difficul-
ties little more has been accomplished
than to hold the county school system
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together, making here and there local
reforms, until a general reform could
be inaugurated.

The present county school officers
have not been in office long enough to
present to the public a well defined
policy for the rapid upbuilding of the
'schools throughout the county. We

are sensible that a thorough reform is
badly needed, but we realize the
danger of attempting a general over-
hauling of the school system until we
become perfectly famUiar with geo-
graphical. social and intellectual con-
ditions throughout the county. This
necessitates in the main a conservative
policy during the coming school year,
but it does not mean stagnation. Every
effort will be made to improve the
efficiency of the schools by securing
competent teachers and increasing the
enrollment and attendance of the pu-
pil*.

Through the medium of township
meetings for teachers, committeemen
and patrpns we hope to study the ed-
ucat'onal needs, to help and encour-
age the teachers, and to arouse a pub-
lic sentiment that will compel good
school houses, competent teachers,
better attendance of the pupils, and
the moral support of the people of the
community these are the crying
needs of this county.

With on area of about 700 square
miles and a white school census of less
than 4,000, Granville county has fifty-

three rural school districts. At least
one-third of these districts average
less than forty-five children, while
half do not average fifty. With our
comparatively small fund it is not pos-
sible to run good schools a reasonable
length of time under this arrange-
ment, therefore it is both feasible and
imperative that the number of dis-
tricts be reduced, thereby enabling us
to have better schools and longer

term”.
Owing to geographical conditions

this can not he accomplished by a
wholesale consolidation of existing dis-
tricts. hut must generally he brought
about by re-districting the county.

During the coming year our policy
will he to systematize the work
throughout the county, to visit the
schools frequently, to render the
teachers all possible assistance, to in-
crease the enrollment and attendance
in the schools, and to study carefully
the particular needs of the different
sections of the county. With this as i
basis we hope next year to raise the
standard of scholarship of the teach-
ers, to re-form many of the districts,
to advocate local taxation wherever

’practicable and the improvement of

the school houses throughout the en-
tire county. Should a reasonable
amount of success crown our efforts
we believe that Granville will soon
take her rightful rank among the
progressive educational counties of
North Carolina.

Very truly yours,
R. G. KITTRELL.

i July 27. 1905.
I

DAVIE COUNTY.
Davie is a Piedmont county, lying

just west of the Yadkin river, and con-
tains 204 square miles. In 1890 there
were 9,480 whites and 2,635 negroes.

There are only two towns, one has a
population of 755 and the other 27 3.
There is, therefore, little corporate
wealth in the county and only $230,-
034 worth of railroad property. The
bulk of the $7,948.56 raised for educa-
tional purposes during the fiscal year
ending June 30th, was collected from
rural population. The school fund
per capita, is necessarily smaller than
in counties having large towns and
much corporate wealth.

There are 3,C09 white school chil-
dren and 962 colored. Os these the
whites have enrolled 68 per cent, the”
colored “2 per cent. The average at-
tendance of the whites is 32 per cent,
of the colored 4 6.5 per cent.

The property and poll taxes of the
whites amount to $5,847.50, of the col-
ored to $418.92. Os the total expendi-
tures for the year ending in June, the
colored people paid not quite one-half
of one per cent, but received 16.8 per
cent.

There is hut one graded school in
the county, and that is at the only
cotton factory village. This school
has a good new building, one male
and three female teachers, with an en-
rollment of 297, and the average at-
tendance of 131. Besides this graded
school, there are four academical
schools, continuing through six or
eight months in the year. These
schools, all fit for college and with one
exception, use the public funds in this
respective districts. In these, all pu-
pils from 6 to 21 have free tuition for
about four months in every year.

There is no local tax and little agi-
tation or sentiment for it. Until at

Superintendent .1. I>. Hodges.

least, a majority of our people can be
induced to use one-half of the four
months now provided for, agitation
for longer terms would be a waste of
energy and time. Out sehols open
about the middle of November and
the greatest embarrassment our teach-
ers ha"e is to be compelled to sit in
the school rooms until Christmas with
a mere hand full of pupils. Then
again, on the first pretty day in Feb-
ruary or March the bulk of the chil-
dren are kept at home to “cut corn
stolks,” and the teachers, in spite of
his most attractive methods and all
'.he enthusiasm he can conjure up, is
compelled to drag out another month
or lonesomeness and enforced idleness.
Aristotle himself under like conditions
Would be ineffectual. Let us stop
blaming the poor teacher for barren
results and let us learn to do our duty
courageously. No use to spread tin-
feast unless, by “moral suasion' or
otherwise—and the otherwise is the
only effective means. We can go out
into the highways and the hedges and
compell the guests to partake thereof.
Begin in a mild way, of course, and
from time to time grow a little less
mild until something effective is ac-
”-nrpt>]ished. No peonle has ever suc-
ceeded without it. No county in Eu-
rope: no New England, no Middle, no
Western State has ever succeeded un-
til the resort was made. We are no
wiser and perhaps, not much better
than they. Let’s have the courage to
do the right and faith to trust the
right for vindication. Such a* cause
would ultimately be good politics as
well as good statesmanship.

Little as is the faith we have in
“moral suasion" to effect adequate re-
sults. we endeavor to use it for all it
is worth.

There are peculiar conditions here
" Davie county, that need not now be

discussed—conditions that make it un-
safe to our educational Interests, to
violently disturb the status quo. Let
us hope that these conditions may
soon pass, allowing us safely to
quicken our pace and to catch nn with
the procession. J. D. HODGES,

County Superintendent.

VANCE COUNTY.
Tt is difficult to estimate what any

rural or educational policy has done
or will do. We cannot judge but by
tiie outward signs and even these
must be “boiled down and salted.’’

We shall not undertake to specu-
late on what our schools will do but
shall state in a few words what the
people in Vance county have done in
the past 4 years and let the people
judge.

Vance is a very small county but
it is filled with good public spirited
people, and what has been done to
improve the public schools has been

done largely by these people, encour-
aged by the Board of Education and

the committeemen of the several
townships. Our people are slow to

i awaken hut are a power when once
stirred.

We have few local tax districts be-
cause the school fund has increased
100 per cent, in the last four years,
and our terms are now as long as the
average country child can attend.

Four years ago the Board of Edu-
cation, composed of Messrs. W. IS.
Gray. Hon. Thomas Taylor and Mr.
Rober t Southerland, realized that the
schools of Vance needed a stirring up.
They took hold of the situation with
a firm grip which they never relax-
ed. Mr. Southerland pressed by bus-

iness. soon resigned and Dr. R. J. Gill
was elected to fill the vacancy.
Taylor and Gary resigned last Decem-
ber on being elected to the legislature
and the other county treasurer,
Messrs. J. U. Fleming. Dr. H. T.
Shanker were elected to fill the va-
cancies.

The new board had seen the points
of the old board and the educational
move in Vance county is still onward
and upward.

Iri 1900 the school property of the

Superintendent .1. <\ KttttdL
above county was worth about $2,-

000, $2,000 of what was in Hender-

son. $2,000 in the rural districts. Many
of the houses were log and many of
the districts had no houses at all. Ex-
Excluding Henderson there was not a
library, a black board or a chair in
the public schools of the county.

There was not a two room school
house, even a painted school house
hi the county.

With the exception of 28 patent
desks the entire school furniture of
the county was not worth one hund-
red dollars.

The white teachers were paid $25
per month, and but few of the dis-
tricts had so much as a 4 1-2 month
term.

Though the term was short, many
teachers could not make the legal
average and had to close or secure
non-attendants. All regarded ihe
schools with indifference and the
buildings were allowed to stand open

through the year. The damage done
some of these during a single year
being more than 50 per cent, of the
value of the house.

In 1905 the school property of the

county is worth at least $7,000. as
Henderson is erecting a $2,000 graded
school building. Nearly half the

schools are equipped with the best pat

ent desks and Hytoplates boards
and the order is out to equip 50 per
cent, of the rooms before the opening
in October.

The v
log houses have disappeared

and in their stead nice comfortable
houses. Every white school in the
counly except three had a good li-
braiy last term supplemented by

thousands of magazines and club
books.

The number of districts have been
decreased 12 per centJ and tile av-
erage attendance increased now 2 5
per cent. Many ol' the schools em-
ploy from iwo to three teachers anti
run from six to eight months.

White teachers are paid from 530
to S4O. The buildings are being paint-

ed throughout the county and the
grounds enlarged and better kept.

While consolidation has caused
much friction every unbiased man
who has watched it is convinced that
it is the solution of the problem of
the rural schools of North Carolina,
na.

The Board of Education and com-
mitteemen work with zeal and we
are all convinced that “It is better to
rob a child’.-; mite-box than to deprive
him of his might be.”

J. C. KITTRELL.
County Superintendent.

LINCOLN COUNTY.
The educational sentiment is steadi-

ly growing cn our people. The schools
are in the best shape they have ever
been. We have better school houses,
pay teachers larger salaries and have
longer school terms than ever before.
Within the last year we have voted

Heafner.

special school tax and established two
graded schools in the county—at Lin-

colnton and Denver.
G. F. HEAFNER.

County Superintendent.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY.
Like those of many other counties

of the State, the school officials of
Montgomery have encountered some
difficulties in creating and maintain-
ing the desired interest in public
school work, yet they have reasons
for feeling encouraged. Notwith-
standing the fact that our school funds
have been limited, by using strict
economy in building, repairing and the
employment of teachers, the records
show that during the "past few years
great progress has been made.

A comparison of the statistics for
the scholastic year ending June 30,
1901, with those for the scholastic
year ending June 30. 1905, shows that
the children are deriving much mote

benefit from the public schools now
than they did four years ago. The
records for the two years mentioned
show that while the number of chil-
dren in the county lias decreased
nearly one per cent, the total enroll-
ment has increased nineteen per cent,

and the average attendance eleven per
cent. Salaries of teachers have been
increased, and the school term ma-
terially lengthened, but the greatest

(Continued on Page Twelve.)
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