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the stock holders at SBOO was purchas-
ed iu September. 1903, for public
school purposes at a cost of S2OO,
and repairing amounting to s7l has
been made. The property is easily
worth SIOOO. Another private build-
ing in No. 6, Lovelady, was purchased
at a cost of SIOO. It is worth S3OO.
But it is with pardonuble pride that'
especial attention is called to our ele-
gant modern school buildings at Le-
noir and Granite Falls.

The town of Lenoir is situated
among the hills, and historians call
it “the loveliest in the Piedmont sec-
tion of the State.’’ This reputation
was won by its classic situation and

j the education and refinement of its
. people. It has always been an educa-

• tional center. Its founders, back ip
the early forties, were a cultured peo-

-1 pie and began with a classical school.
Ever since Lenoir has been blessed
with a fine system of private schools.
The public was little regarded. How-
ever. when a few years ago the com,-
mercial spirit began to manifest it-
self, transportation and mail facili-
ties were improved, factories were
built, banks were opened, and great

; emporiums of trade were established,
j These changes necessitated bettor ed-
ucational advantages for the masses,

I By 1902 graded schools were agita-
-1 ted, and on April 21st. 1903, by a vote

1 of the people, this system was adop-

ted by a great majority.

| After the election, the people with
Mie accord, declared that LenoirVt
reputation for the best private schools
must extend to her public schools
as well. To this end. a site was select-
ed near the center of the town, and
work began on a two-story brick build
ing May Ist, 1903. It was finished
during the following December. It is
well furnished and contains -every
modern convenience, including water

works and a heat plant. The entire
cost of this school plant was up-

ward of $15,000.
School opened in January last with

Prof. A. E. Woltz as superintendent.
The people are proud of their school.
They feel that they did well In de-
termining to have a school where even
the poorest children could have the
best educational advantage, and tint
they acted wisely In selecting a board
of trustees who have eminently prov-
en that they have the educational
spirit. These trustees displayed greax
business knowledge In erecting the
building and In managing the finance,
but they had divine guidance In se-
lecting a superintendent, a young man
full of fire and magnetism, who nev-
er seems to be sick or tired, with au
educated mind and body and heart —r
a proud son of the State University

glorifying in the mighty achlevments
| of his Alma Mata and wishing to add
luster to her fame. Prof. Woltz has

' a corps of ten teachers, each whom is

educated and successful.
I Granite Falls was formallj a local
tax district, but the last legislature
gave the people a graded school char-
ter. It is a most excellent school,

and it Is supported by people who

i would sacrifice their all for Us wel-
fare. it

. .

1 It is said that here was the first

school of anv kind established In Ui«

.county, and the place has never be m

i without a good school. .For years i

high school had been conducted at

Granite Falls, but when the oppor-
tunity ottered the people gladly em-
braced It. voting a tax for schools •

the highest limit. This was the mst

local-tax voted In the county. j»-
tax was votel in August. 1»0«. wj
town of Rhodhiss being Included In

the boundary: but the last legislatuie

I (Continued on Page Thirteen.)

THE RHODES MillTARY INSTITUTE
AND KINSTON BUSINESS COLLEGE

Was founded 1902, by W. H. RHODES, Superintendent, who has been successfully conducting high schools and
academies in Eastern North Carolina for more than twenty years.
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physical, as developing the funner make the character of the man or wo- The faculty has been carefully selected not only with a view to their

Hie lliorouKh training o( tlie Rhodes K'liool is n-cnftnbvd hy the Util- thy emt that the stuilents nmy tralmsl by teartiers under

W. H. RHODES, Superintendent.
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The location Is ideal.. It Is one of the most commanding situations of any school in the State. It is located just outside of Kinston upon tin* highest of a very beautilul and

lofty range of hills. The water is excellent, drainage perfect, health good, environments uiisurpajifced.

The building is one of the most beautiful and attractive in tlie State. It is 110x00 feet, three stories high, and contains seventy-live rooms, well ventilated and every room com-

fortably heated by steam. An ell runs back 00x30, two stories high, containing a large dining hull below and a well equipped commercial hall above. Tin* school building has capacity for one
hundred and fifty !>ourding students.

The Commercial Hall Is fitted up with college bank and six offices so this Business School Is prepared to give a s practical business training now as any school in the State.

There are three efficient literary societies in the school—all doing cx<*ellent work. The superintendent has been operating hoarding schools in Eastern North Carolina for the past

twenty years, and he lias yet to record tin* first death among the hoarding students at the H.-hool. This health record will compare favorably with any of the schools in the central and wes-

tern portion of the State.

The good people of Eastern North Carolina should realize tin* great possibilities of developing the edueational resources of their own section: for tin* east Is not a "hit behind

the west even in a matter of health. v

If tills part of the State will appreciate the advantages offered her© and |>atroni/© her growing institutions as the has liegun to do, she will have just cause to be proud of her high

grade schools.
The Hliodes Military Institute offers a first class home school with splendid facilities for spiritual, moral, mental and physical training at very reasonable cost. Barents, guar-

dians, young men and young women are invited to correspond with

W. H. RHODES, Superintendent, Kinston, North Carolina. I

educational campaigns in her bor-
ders.

Though we may seem to be behind
in education just give our people time
to think, and in a few years we hope

to compare favorably with the coun-
ties that are making such rapid
progress. The most needed thing in
Bladen is good immigrants, and the
progressive men of the county are
working hard to secure them.

ANGUS CROMARTIE.
Superintendent.

CRAVEN COUNTY. •

The prospect, from an educational
standpoint, in Craven county is more
promising today than at any time in
its history.

The city of New Bern, with its
excellent school system, is looking
confidently to the regaining of the pe-
tition it once occupied in the realm
of culture and letters, her easy su-
premacy which was lost under the
unhappy conditions which prevailed
for a time since the war.

She is now leading in the move-
ment for better schools, hut some of
our rural districts are fast approach-
ing tin- pace she has set.

A recent consolidation will decrease
by two the number of districts and
double tiie efficiency of the consolidat-
•d schools.

Dover has voted unanimously for a
o ntx, and V'anceboro will, 1 con-

Superlntendent S. M. Bfliuon.
i v anticipate, take similar ac-

tion on August 9tli.
The wholesome impulse gained

rum the Dover victory is moving the

¦ducational sentiment of the county
to the planning and undertaking of
a**s*er and greater achievements.

The county Board of Education
with R. A. Nunn, chairman, Daniel

Lane and John S. Morton, have enter-
ed with wisdom and zeal into all these
movements which are making for the
improved educational facilities of our
people.

With school officials in full sympa-

thy with the work and a band of
teachers slnrulaily devoted to the

cause of enlightmerit, we are facing
the future with a degree of assur-
ance not hitherto felt.

S. M. BRINSON,
County Superintendent.

SWAIN COUNTY.
In the last two vears the school

system has improved wonderfully.
Prior to that time we had inferior
school houses in all the districts except
the eighth, and these had pool seats.
The County Board of Education took
up the matter of impro'' ni» the school

WHAT EDUCATIONAL CAPTAINS
ARE DOING FOR THE SCHOOLS.

increase is in the value of public
sehool property. During the four

years the valuation of this property
has increased fifty-seven per cent.

The idea of local taxation is gradu-
ally taking root; the town of Troy has
recently voted a special tax for the es-
tablishment of a graded school, and

other districts are considering similar
movements. Interest among parents

intensifies as they realize the necessity
of bettering their school facilities, and

'
y
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Superintendent W. B. Cochran.

there is ahead of us evidence of
achievements still greater than those
of the j ast.

W. B. COCHRAN,
County Superintendent.

POLK COUNTY.
The school population of Polk

county is: Whites 2,107, negroes 472.
enrollment, whites, 1,302, negroes,
311. Average attendance, whites,
070.7, negroes, 182.25. No. over 12
years old who cannot read and writs,
white, 136, negroes 56. Four rural li-
braries in the county.

Schools open first Monday in No-

Superintendent W. M. Justice.

vember except in some of the moun-

tai™ districts where it is thought best

t<> have them taught in summer and

salary >t white teachers

last year $25.61 per month; negro

tContinued from Page Eleven.)

teachers $19.66 Average length
white schools 80 1-8 days, negro,

74 3-4 days. Total school fund from
all sources $5,748.06. Total amount
paid out for all purposes $5,164.76.

HARNETT COUNTY.
It is doubtful whether any other

county in the State has made more
rapid advancement during the past
few years in material and industrial
improvements than Harnett. But these
are hot by any means the only signs

of an upward and onward movement.
The spirit of public education, has as
never before taken hold of the peo-
ple.

This was fully demonstrated in the

schdol year of 1904-1905. The best at-

tendance and longest term in the his-
tory of the county. Better and larger
houses, and the beautifying of the
outgrowth of consolidation, not only

this but arouses civic pride, and the

children who are growin- up In the
new conditions are seeking for more
and more improvement. Four years
ago there were several log school
hoilses in the county, todav there* is
not one.

We have a land area of 540 square

Superintendent J. I). Ezzcll.

miles. Average size of the school dis-
trict about six square miles, giving an
average census population of seventy-
four children to each district. The
idea of local tax Is growing more
popular. An election is ordered al-
ready in one district, with two others
and possibly three to follow. In ad-
dition to the public schools, we have
Buie’s Creek Academy. Here the pub-

lic school for the district is taught.

Rev. J. A. Campbell, the principal, is
an enthusiastic worker and is doing a
great work in the county. Mr. C. D.
Stewart, chairman of the Board of
Education, is a University man with an
experience of ten years in the school

room. The other two members, Mr.

D. B. Stewart is a young man of busi-
ness qualities, and has had several
years experience as a teacher, Mr. W.

11. Stephenson was recently appointed
to fill the vacancy caused by the death
of his father. Mr. S. H. Stephenson.
Mr. Stephenson is a young man of
strong character, and also has sev-
eral years experience as a teacher.

No county in the State has a stron-
ger and more patriotic board than
Harnett. Under their administration

public education has grown more
popular and progressive. In the lib-
raries there are 1,4 4 7 volumes; other
libraries will be put in during the

i year. There is muc h iti the county
ito inspire both teacher and pupil in
nature study and history.

In every school district from the
sandy mountains of Johnsonville town-
ship to the fertile plains of Averasboro.
we hope soon to have a good, modern
public school building.

J. D. EZZELL,
County Superintendent.

BLADEN COUNTY.
The school census shows a popula-

tion of 6,326 children of school age,
which makes about six children to
the square mile and the average size

I
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Superintendent Angus Cromartie.

of white districts, twelve miles, for
3,204 white children or about 45 chil-
dren to the white schools.

In the last two years she has di-

minished the number of small dis-

tricts six, has voted one local tax and
will have three more voted by the
first of June, next.

There has been a marked change in
building and repairing school houses.
She has built one house that cost $2,-

000, one S6OO and three are now be-
ing built that will cost S3OO, SSOO and
S6OO respectively, and other districts

are asking aid from the State for this
purpose.

In 1904 Bladen had her first mod-
ern summer school which lasted three

weeks. This did more good for the
cause of education than the people of
the county realize as yet. The teachers
of this institute were the best that

could he had for the money and they

aroused an interest in the public
teachers that will show for years to
come.

Bladen has a Betterment Society,
with Miss Georgia Vickers, president;
Miss Maud Melvin, vice-president, and
Miss Sudie Leonard, secretary. This
society has also done much good in
one year, and although Mrs. Hollo-
well has never visited Bladen, some
of the good seed she has been scatter-
ing over our adjoining counties has

fallen on Bladen soil, sprung forth
and brought much fruit.

In the last two years Bladen has
been fortunate in having Messrs. J. B.
Carlyle, of Wake Forest; E. C. Brooks,

of Goldsboro, and our efficient State
Superintendent, J. Y. Joyner to make

houses of the eountv. Since that
time we have built 12 new houses
and i>ut good seats in them, and a
black-board, then in the same time we
repaired nine old houses, making some
of them largt r, some ceiled, and prop-
er windows in them, etc.

And one year ago the people of Bry-
son City became awake to their situa-
tion of affairs and we began to build
a house sufficient to conduct a graded
school in, so on the first days in July,
1904, began the work,of building, and
by the 15th of October we had four
rooms conpleted and ready to start
a school in the new building. So on
the 15th of October we began the first
session of the Bryson City Graded
School.

In the meantime we voted a special
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Superintendent I). A. Kandolph.

tax which raises more than a thousand
dollars for the benefit of this school.
This is the first school that has ever
been in the county where the young

teachers could go and prepare them-
selves for the teaching profession in
the county. Before this time the
the teachers would have to leave the
county in order to prepare for the

work. In this new building, which
was beautifully situated on the Mur-
phy branch of the Southern Railway,

is now inviting students from the sis-

ter counties of the State, and claim
that it is second to none in the Wes-
tern part of the State.

Not only in Bryson City is the spirit
of education alive, but even the very
rural districts of the county are ulive
to the work.

Prof. E. <1 Brooks, of the Golds-

boro graded school, here now conduct-
ing the institute for this county, ac-
cording to present prospects this year

promises to be the best school year

we have ever had.
The teachers all seem more anxious

to get into the school work than ever
before.

D. A. RANDOLPH.
Countv Superintendent.

CALDWELL COUNTY.
For the year just ended sev-

enty-four teachers were employed n
our public schools. Os this number
twelve were graduates or had train-
ing in colleges or normal schools,
thirty-seven had completed courses or
had training in high schools, and
twenty-five were from the public

schools. From these three classes the
following are the numbers represent-
ing what are known to an enlighten-
ed public as good teachers. Those
with college training. 10 out of the 12-
84 per cent; those with high school
training, 25 out of the thirty-seven—-
-70 per cent; while those from the pub-
lic school were but 7 out of the 25
28 per cent. This will remind our
people from what class they should
get their teachers.

Our boys and girls should be en-
couraged to take a high school course,
at least, before applying for a certif-
icate to teach. But a considerate
public will remember, however, that
the expectancy of good teachers should
not be very high so long as teachers’
salaries remain very low. Mr. Joy-
ner’s report for 1902 shows that only
two counties east of the Blue Ridge
paid their teachers so little as Cald-
well. But salaries are increasing.
The average for 1902-1 were $21.25

as against $27.89 for 1904-5.
A great majority of our committe-

men are conscientious and in favor
of public schools; but in this commer-
cial age few people are found willing
to do public work Without remunera-
tion. This often results in one man
doing all the work and assuming ill
the responsibilities and receiving all
the remuneration —2c a pupil for tak-
ing the census. The committeemen,
are, however, yielding very readily to

the law requiring them to meet and
select a teacher, keening a record of
their proceedings, and reporting to the
county superintendent. In many see-

Supeiintemleiit Y. J>. Moore.

tions they take a great pride in look-
ing after the school property and en-
couraging the school. As school offi-
cers they deserve more credit than is
usually bestowed upon them.

Our building spirit awakened In
1902 has gone forward but not so rap-
idlyas might be desired. People must

have the fire of educational zeal burn-
ing brightly before-they can feel rich
enough to build a school house.

During the past four years splen-
did houses, in accordance with the
plans furnished by State Superinten-
dent Joyner, have been built in dis-
tricts 1, 2. 4. and 5, Lenoir town-
ship; in No. 4. Lower Creek in No. 2,
North Catawba; in No. 2 and 7. Pat-
terson; and In Nos. 2 and 8, Lovelady—
No. 2, Lovelady. is the magnificent
building at Granite Falls. New
houses In Nos. 3, Little River; 1, North
Catawba 3. Kings Creek; and in 8.
Yadkin Valley are being arranged for
at an early day. The cost of these

houses, including the large and well
selected lots always procured for
them, is about $400.00. Mountain
View Academy at Hudson, valued by
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