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FILIAL DEVOTION
Loved Ralph Graves for

His Simple Faith in
God.

In His Great Admiration for High In-

tellectuality, Mr. Horner May not

Have Been Best Teacher for

Dull Boys.
By N. C. HUGHES.

To the Editor; lYour communi-
cation asking me to write a
short article on “Some Great
Teachers” I have lcnow'n, I herewith
acknowledge. But your parenthesis
restricting the “Great Teachers” to
North Carolina teachers modifies
rather moderately my competency to
comply with your reuuest.

Almost all the yedfcs of my school
training after I was r fifteen, both at
preparatory schools and college, w? ere
spent outside* of my consequent-
ly I have had little acquaintance with
North Carolina teachers.

But if while waiting of the few
great North Carolina teachers that I
have known, I would feel it is for me
a shameful omission if I did not men-
tion my own father, Rev. N. C.
Hughes in that category. True, he
did not have under his tuition any
large number of the youths of North
Carolina, nor do 1 think him specially
notable for large attainments in any
particular subject matter of education
nor was he conspicuous for genius in
the mere gift of teaching, but his
deep-seated and unwavering purpose to
labor for the good of the youth of his
day and generation, in his broad and
far-searching conceptions of what
constitutes good education, in his per-
sistency and faith in the educational
work which ho himself undertook to
do. and which resulted in the estab-
lishment of Trinity school, and in his
power to impress upon kindred spir-
its his own purpose, and conceptions,
and faith, he has always seemed to
deserve the title of a great teacher.
He was my first teacher —I may say
also my last—and him of couse I
knew' well.

The only other North Carolina
teachers I have known well enough
to form any estimate of either as men
or as teachers were Mr. James
Horner and Mr. Ralph Graves, the
senior, and these I knew only for a
short time, and for the most part un-
der adverse circumstances.

I was a sort of transient pupil
under "Horner and Graves” at Hills-
borough. from March till June in the
year 1874. In the fall and winter of
18 75 I was employed by them for a
short while as teacher to relieve Mr.
Horner, who was then in broken
health and spirits, and in the late
spring of the following year after the
dissolution of the firm, I was again
employed to relieve Mr. Graves at
Hillsborough, who had also failed in
health and was with him in his last
illness and until the close of the term.

I repeat that I knew neither of
these gentlemen at his best, but even
from such limited knowledge and un-
der such unfavorable I
can fully concur in the general opin-
ion that ranks them both among the
great teachers of North Carolina.

As a teacher of the languages, par-
ticularly of Latin, Mr. Horner had one
habit which my own experience in
teaching has convinced me was most
valuable —the constant reiteration of
the elementary forms of a language
until they became almost a sponta-
neous effluence of the mind. I re-
member with pleasure with what rap-
idity and accuracy his “crack” boys
could spout out all the forms of the
Latin verb. I remember with amuse-
ment that whenever a boy would
make the slightest trip or hesitation
in this recitation, Mr. Horner would
shout out, “next, next, next,” some-
times to the end of the line and around
again to the starting point, always till
he struck another crack boy, and al-
ways to the utter bewilderment of
the ignorant and the inattentive.

It occurred to me, when I was un-
der him, that he was a famous teach-
er for bright and ambitious boys, but
not a good teacher for boys who were
naturally slow or dull. Not that he
was ever unkind, but the brilliancy
of his own mind and his great admira-
tion for high intellectuality in other
seemed to me to put him somewhat
out of the sympathy with intellect of
the poor fellow who had no natural
gifts. But as a man, all his boys, I
think, loved him. The bigness of his
heart was in good proportion to the
bigness of his bodily frame, and he
was habitually kindly, genial, and af-
fable alike to the oldest and youngest
the brightest and the dullest. And
ever since I first knew him the men-
tal vision of the towering figure, the

wonderful foot, the ever protrusive
quid, awakened in me gentle and af-
fectionate emotions.

With Mr. Graves, I was thrown,
perhaps, somewhat more intimately
than Avith Mr. Horner. There are few
persons of my acquaintance towards
whom upon so short acquaintance I
have been so strongly drawn. In
some superficial particulars he was
quite the antithesis of Mr. Homer.
He was small in statue. Mr. Horner
unusually large. Mr. Horner Avas
rapid and voluble in speech, Mr.
GraAres very sloav and deliberate. Mr.
Horner was alert and aggressive in
teaching, Mr. Graves Avas painstak-
ing. But both Avere great teachers
and both—pardon the incongruity—

tobacco. But Mr. Gra\r es, the
man and not the teacher, is the Mr.
Graves of my heart. I loved him —

loA’ed him for his clean preceptions of
truth, for his broad human sympathy
for his sterling manhood, for his in-
corruptibility, integrity of character,
for his simple faith in God, Avhom he
served Avith humble de\ r otion.

Chocowinity, N. C.

MISS SALLIE ANN JONES.

A Bo nr*Teacher Who Willed Her Es-
tate to an Orphan Asylum.

I haA r e your request to contribute a
sketch of some great North Carolina
teachers Avhom I have knoAvn, for pub-
lication in the educational edition of
your paper to be issued on the 13th.
inst. In the attempt to comply with
your request, I will as briefly as pos-
sible, present your readers, one per-
haps unknoAvn to fame and yet one,
who. if judged by her true and high
apprehension of the responsibility of
a teacher, her faithful and diligent
discharge of those responsibilities of I
a teacher, her long and arduous ser- (
vice as an educator and her remark- !
able success in impressing those who I
came under her influence Avith a prop- j
er appreciation of the value of moral j
and intellectual culture, Avould, I !
think, be deemed worthy a place by I
the side of those Avho occupy the most i
exalted positions in the Pantheon of j
North Carolina’s truest and worthiest j
sons and daughters.

About sixty-five years ago, or to be :
exact, 1838, Miss Sallie Ann Jones, j
then a young lady of eighteen or j
twenty years, opened a primary
school in an upper room of the resi- I
deuce of Miss Annie Evans of blessed
memory in the good old tOAvn of
GreenAdlle. Her school soon out-greAv
the capacity of that room and Avas re-
moved to the old Masonic Lodge,
thence on to the Greem’ille Academy,
whose halls had been honored by the
presence and serAices of such teach-
ers as Ellenwood, Lovejoy, Henry
Dimmock, Judge E. J. Warren, Dr.
C. J. O’Hagan, David R. Wallace, Mr.
James Murray and others.

For more than a quarter of a cen-
tury this primary school Avas an abid- ;
ing institution in that town, attract-
ing by its Avell earned reputation, a
large patronage from Pitt and the ad-
joining counties, and few indeed Avere
the boys and girls of that section and
period Avho did not share its advan-'*
tages. It Avas strictly held to its ori-
ginal basis, neA r er transgressing in its
curriculum, the elementary branches
of English—these were taught, hOAV-
ever, Avith a precision and thorough-
ness neArer excelled elsewhere.

Miss Jones was a lady of rare intel-
ligence. Her mind had been devel-
oped and cultiA’ated by study and by
careful and judicious reading; she had
a genius for teaching and Avas devoted
to it as a life work; she knew lioaa' to
excite and sustain in the minds of her
pujjils, an interest in their studies, and
possessed to an eminent degree an
aptitude for imparting instruction;
she Avas thoroughly systematic in all
things, and proverbially prompt; and
best of all, scorned any refuge that
might serve as an excuse for an evas-
ion of duty. It follows from the
above, that the discipline in her
school must haAr e been nearly perfect.
She Avon by her gentle and sympathet-
ic bearing towards her pupils their
confidence and esteem, and yet with
her uniform conscientiousness, she Avas »

inexorable in the maintenance of dis-
cipline; her rules Avere to be obeyed.
Upon the table at which she sat laid
the insignia of authority—the dread
instrument of retribution —the stu- j
dious and obedient regarding it Avith a
humorous complacency, Avhile to the
disobedient and delinauent, it Avas an
object of terror. There are tAvo ven-
erable and most estimable ladies liv-
ing to day in the good city of Raleigh,
one of Avhom can testify to the truth I
of the above statement; the other, if
not from personal experience, can, as
an eye Avitness confirm the testimony.

I recall quite a number
of her boys, who have risen
to distinction in life, a few to em-
inence, and scores of her girls who
have graced the most polished circles
of society, from whose homes sons and
daughters have gone forth, who
are today the benefactors and
ornaments of the communities
in which they live. It Avas
she Avho guided their youthful feet in
the paths of virtue and learning, and
it is through them, that the gracious
influence of her life is going out and on
in ever AAr idening circles.

In the course of her useful career
she accumulated quite a nice little es-
tate, which dying, she bequeathed to
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THE BIG FOUR
William J. Bingham, Al-
exander Wilson, Thos.
J. Lovejoy, and James

H. Horner.

All of Them Upon Occasion Believed
in the Use of the Rod and Main-

tained Strict Disci-

pline.

Bv R. H. BATTLE, LL.D.
To the Editor: In compliance with

your request I would say a few words
about four teachers of the past in this
State, who stood out prominently
above others of their generation. Since
the war of 186i-'65, we have had em-
inent teachers who adapted them-
selves to ‘improved pf.
teaching- and have made and mak-
ing impression -ior-guod*on-tiio youtdr
of the cbttiiTfy. ' T~woula do injustice’
to some were I to try to enumerate
them, but I will take the liberty ol
saying that In faithfulness arid effi-
ciency none have been superior to our
neighbor, Mr. Hugh Morson, the last
principal of the Raieigh Male Acade-
my. In organizing a high school as
the head of our graded school system
of Raleigh, the committee in charge
showed wise discrimination in select-
ing him as principal. But I would
speak of four teachers, now long pass-
ed away, who before and after the
middle of the last century, stood out
prominently above other educators in
North Carolina. Living as I did at
Chapel Hill for fifteen years of my
youth and early manhood and for the
last eight connected with the Univer-
sity as student and Tutor, I had the
opportunity' of knowing these men
personally and to witness the effect of
their teaching upon the young men
whom they had prepared for college.
The four are William J. Bingham,
Alexander Wilson, D. D.: Thomas J.
Lovejoy and James H. Horner. Be-
sides them, Hughes, of Orange, and
Lee, of Buncombe, and others, did ex-
cellent work, but the number of their
pupils sent to the University was not
so great, and I could not so well judge
of their efficiency. During my day at.
the University it was almost certain
that the first students from the schools
of these four educators would be “first
honor” men in college.

Wm. J. Bingham was trained by
his father, William Bingham, who was
a leading teacher early in the last
century, and in turn, he trained his
own sons, William and Robert, for
his and his father’s calling. The
former of them, though dying young,
was recognized as a master, and left
in Bingham’s Latin Grammar the best
text-book edited by a North Carolin-
ian; and the latter esteemed through-
out the South as one of the foremost
educators of tht- country'. They were
my' college mates, and Robert my
pupil in Soph Mathematics, and they
both were “First Honor” men in the

classes of 1856 and V857, respectively.
William J. Binghavn was graduated

Irom the University in 1525. His in-
tention was to be a lawyer, but his
father dyin gabout that time, he took
charge of his school in. Hillsboro. Thai
he sustained its reputation from the
beginning, may be inferred from the
fact that as early' as 1526, the late
Judge Thomas S. Ashe was sent back
to the State from Alabama by his fath-
er and entered as one of its students.
Believing that the country was better
than a town for the management and
training of boys, after a few years,
Mr. Bingham moved to “The Oaks,”
a good neighborhood some ten oi
twelve miles west of Hillsboro, he
conducted with different assistants a
school that would have done credit
to any State in the Union. Among
his assistants was his brother. John
for some years, and toward the latter
his two sons. This he placed Wm
Bingham Lynch, one of the first
scholars at the University in the class
ol 1858, and still an able and useful
teacher. Though Mr. Lynch and tin
younger Bingham became soldiers and
efficers in the Confederate army, the
nnnnnnnnnnnnnrib sg 123456 1234 1
school did not close its doors during
the War Between the States, but serv-
ed as a safe retreat for youths undei
the age of conscription until the end.
'I he strain, however, proved too much
for the principal, and his mind be-
coming partially deranged som
months before his death, in 1866. his
friends found it necssary to bring hiir
to the asylum for the insane, at Ral-
eigh. My observation led me to tin
opinion that for average boys, between
twelve and twenty, he was the mos'

successful disciplinarian and teachei
we have had. His discipline was ol

the strenuous kind. All his pupils ol

whatever ago, were obliged to be have.

G. A. GRIMSLEY, Secretary.

Has the Best Agency Force in the State.
Writing over $300,000.00 per

month in North
Carolina.

themselves and prepare their lessom
or to submit to the lod. or dig stumpt
under his eye in a neighboring grove
He seldom dismissed a boy, unless ht
was incorrigibly worthless, but occa-
sionally he found it necessary to con-
quer a larger boy who resisted his au-
thority by superior strength and pluck
in a fair fight. There was a traditio.
in the school, that a vigorous youth
near man’s estate, swore to his fel-
lows that “Old Bill” shouldn’t whip
him, and that after a sound Hogging
following a feeble resistance, his mor-
tification was so great that he attempt-
ed to end his life by drinking lauda-
num, and the attempt was frustrateo
only by the timely arrival of a physi-
cian. *As an example of the thorough-
ness of his training I would mention
that of seven of his boys who were
Freshmen with me at college foui
were in the first and second rank,

while the other three were classed the
first session, as high as “respectable. ’

It was a matter of course that stu-
dents from his Senior Class would
readily be admitted, after careful ex-
amination, into any college in the
land.

A contemporary of Mr. Bingham foi
about a quarter of a century and quite
his equal in learning and ability to
teach, was Rev. Alexander Wilson, D.
D., Morganton, distinguished and use-
ful in the States as civil engineer,
railroad president, legislator and
Chairman of the Railroad Commission.
Dr. Wilson was an Irishman by birth
and a Presbyterian in faith, like Mr.
Bingham, and like him, too, he be-
lieved in eondign 'T*Vmishment“-for ftn

idle or bay bod, an On occasion he
spared not the rod. Soon after he
came to the State he secured by the
help of gentlemen to whom he had
letters of introduction, a small school
in Granville county, but afterwards he
was at the head of “Caldwell In-
stitute,” at Greensboro, and on its
removal, in Hillsboro; but about ISSO
following Mr. Bingham's example, he
established a school at a post office
known at Melville, in Alamance coun-
ty, three or four miles east of Graham,
and there lie taught until his death,
commanding all the patronage he
wanted. My observation convinced
me that for the average boy Mr.
Bingham was the better manager and
disciplinarian, but Dr. Wilson was the
more inspiring, or, (as Rev. Dr.
Charles Phillips expirssd it), ”ex-

planative” teacher, to the more talent-
ed an studious boys under his charge.
Certain it »s that though General J.
Johnston Pettigrew, the most accom-
plished scholar, during his college
days, ever at the University, had been
a pupil of Mr. Bingham, the four
most thorough scholars, during the
eight years of my connection with the
institution, to wit: J. Berney Gutter
and James E. Lindsay, of Greensboro;
Francis D. Stockton, of Statesville, and
William A. Warster, of Wilmington,
were sent to Chapel Hill Jrom Dr. Wil-
son’s school; as also were four of the
Morehead boys from Greensboro, who
were first honor men in their classes.

I am inclined to think Dr. Wilson
himself, or by his assistants, looked
less after the private life of his boys
than did Mr, Bingham; because more
of his pupils during the first part of
their college course showed a ten-
dency to dissipation than those from
the Bingham School where the man-
agement was more watchful and
pannatal. But there were few wild
boys, comperatively, from either
school.

The third good teacher, of whom 1
would speak, was T. J. Lovejoy, “Old
Jeff.” as his boys called him. He was
of about the same age as Mr. Bing-
ham and Dr. Wilson. He was a New
Englander, by birth, but while still a
young man came to this State, and
began his career as teacher in Pitts-
boro. He moved to Raleigh and took
charge of the Raleigh Male Academy
about 1842, and taught here until the
end of the war. lie became an ar-
dent North Carolinian and Raleighite,
and was wont to say, “The United
States is the best country in the
world, North Carolina is the most at-
tractive part of the United States, and
Raleigh is ihe garden spot of North
Carolina.”

Mr. Lovejoy’s school was supported
almost entirely by local patronage,
though on account of its reputation

some youth from a distance wr ere en-
tered as pupols. His house, which

was near the southwest corner of the
square on which the Governor's Man-

sion stands, was large enough to ac-
commodate fw besides his family, and
he had few boarding pupils. He, too,

believed in ihe rod, but generally used
it on the hand of an offending boy.
He was ardent in teaching, but his
vigilance was great, and a festive idler
was frequently shocked by his roar-
ing out to him, “By Heavens, boy;
come here and let me thrash you!” He
preferred the languages io mathema-
tics. and his ctudents were less thor-
oughly drilled in Arithmetic and Al-
gebra than in Virgil or the Auadasis;
but in his day almost every class at
Chapel Hill had a First Honor man
from Lovejoy’s School. Like most
teachers of the olden time, he was
peculiar in some of his ways and ex-
pressions. and for his oddities, and his
excllencies I would refer any who are
interested to our neighbors, Capt.
John B. Grimes, Col. Wm. J. Saunders.
Hons. C. M. Busbee, F. H. Busbee. Dr.
I. M. and Mr V. Royster, Dr. K. P.

Battle, of Chapel Hill, or Dr. Richard
H. Lewis, of Kinston, who are among
iis surviving pupils. Mr. Lovejoy was
jot, I believe, a professed member of
my church, but frequently attended
the services of the Episcopal church,
jf which some of his family were
communicants. His school in Raleigh
survived the war, but owing to
changed conditions and the loss of
fortune by his patrons, its doors were
Hosed and soon thereafter, and he
joining a daughter, who had married
x gentleman living in Scotland Neck,
if I mistake not, died there about
1870.

The last of the four notable teach-
ers I would mention is Janies H.
Horner, the founder of the Horner
School at Oxford. He was younger
than the other three, and was gradu-
ited from our University with its
highest honors in /544. He had
been a pupil of Wm. J. Bingham, and
largely adopted his methods of in-
struction and discipline, though per-
haps with some improvements. His
students sent to the University did not
much attract my notive until the lat-
ter part of my course as Tutor in the
institution about 1857. The profi-
cicency of a large class lie sent up in
that year, when I examined them for
admission in Greek and Latin, struck
me forcibly, and I was satisfied that
he who had so “prepared them haa
attained the first rank as a great
teacher. The success of those popils
and others who sat at his feet, after-
wards, such as the four Winston
brothers, Bishop Robert Strange, and
so«ie.-ikvf their predecessors or success-
ors, possibly as distinguished as they
at school or since, has proved that my
opinion then formed was well found-
ed. His enthusiasm in the class room,
especially' w hen the recitations were in
the Ancient Languages, has been de-
scribed to me by some of his stu-
dents, as intensive, and it was com.
municated t othe pupils. As he would
stand before his classes, nearly 6M:
feet high, with his face aglow' and
unconsciously gesticulating with head
and arms, as with rapid words he de-
livered the thoughts of the great
writers and orators of Greece and
Rome, so interested his eager listen-
ers that the stroke of the bell for re-
cess passed unheeded. A rare-
achievement, judging from my own.
experience, at school and in college,
when the voice of the teacher was at
once drowned in the hubbub of a gen-
eral rush for the door on the sound-
ing of such bell. Soon after the War
Between the States Mr. Horner and
Ralph Graves, the elder, himself an
experienced teacher of high rank,
established the Horner and Graves
School at the barrack near Hillsboro,

where Col. Tew had conducted a
military school with growing success,
shortly before the commencement ot
hostilities. The school commanded a
large patronage and excellent eaching
was done by the principals and such
assistants as Mr. H. Morson. who
then began his life as a teacher, and
Monroe Horner, the older son of Mr.
J. H. Horner, but the strain conse-
quent upon the change proved too
much for Mr. Horner and his physical
and mental health became so much
affected that it wT as thought best foi
him to return to Oxford, and with the
help of his two sons, (Junius M., now
the Bishop of Asheville, having com-
pleted his scholastic, education), and
others and re-establish the Horner
School. This was done, anil his health
being partially restored, he was able
on the old plantations again to do ex-
cellent work. The venture redounded
to the advantage of his family and the
community; as the present high stand-
ing of the school, under its old name
with Jerome Horner as a principal,
with dormitories, its session time all
filled, shows. But the burden soon
proved too heavy for the oid founder
longer to help bear —as in his zeal
he would do—and after a successful
career as a teacher for about forty
years, he passed to his rest.

Mr. Horner was a communicant of
the Epto.-ev>al church, and true to tin-
faith he professed; but he was tolerant
of the religious view's of others, and
his desire was to instill in his students,

with a love of secular learning, a be-
lief in the essentials of the Christian
faith. His old students, whenever his
name is mentioned, even now, in their
presence, delight in ascribing to him
the virtue of a good man, and the ex-
cellencies of a great teacher. They
are proud that he was to each of
them a friend.

Raleigh, N. C.

There are also a number of fugitives
from injustice.

Wire Window and
Door Screens

We have a large stocka t
low prices.

F. T. CLARK CO.
( LTI).)

Norfolk, Virginia

What Educational Captains
Are Doing for the Schools.
(Continued from Page Twelve.)

male teachers average S4O, and those
of white Avomen aA’erage $35.

The people are taking more inter-
est in public education, and the at-
tendance is increasing, being better
last year than ever before.

CHATHAM COUNTY.
Chatham is a large county, and in

many parts of the county the people
are sparsely settled. We have no
large toAvns, and no extensive manu-
facturing enterprises; all the schools
of the county are rural; we have, per-
haps, more school districts to our area
and population than any county in the
State; consequently, our school funds
are proportionately small. We have
four large rivers crossing our county
and making consolidation of districts,
in some places, almost impossible.
Many circumstances have been ad-
verse to public education in this coun-
ty; yet there is a general awakening
on educational lines among our peo-
ple, such as was never before in this
county.

Our people, in their conservatism,

Superintendent It. P. Johnson.

are ideal North Carolinians —-slow to
take hold of any untried enterprise,
but when once they are convinced that
a thing is right and best, they enter
upon it Avith earnestness and enthus-
iasm; so our people are making rapid
progress in the line of consolidation
where it is possible, and local taxa-
tion is becoming popular in some sec-
tions of the county.

The County Board of Education
are doing all they can to help this
movement.

Public sentiment is growing rapid-
ly—has grown wonderfully within the
last tAvelve months —in favor of longer

school terms, more competent teach-
ers, and better schools. We have just
had in Mt. Vernon Springs district
an election on special school tax with

a large majority in its favr or. Most of

the people in the district are highly
pleased with the new rural graded
school movement.

In May Siler City district voted for
special school tax; another election is
to be held in September, and there

are others to follow later. I belieA'e
very soon Chatham will have as many

special school tax districts as any of
her sister counties.

R. P. JOHNSON,
Supt. Schools of Chatham County.

(Continued on Page Twenty-Two.)

“LetjUs Take No Backward
Step.”

(Continued from Page Nine.)

industrial, or whether it be in the
public or private institutions of the
State, for each and all deserve every
possible encouragement and aid.

As I said in my inaugural address,
there is no reason Avhy North Carolina
with its hidden wealth, great resources
and its intelligent people, should not,
in its material, intellectual and moral
growth, go, forAvard and still upAAr ard
until it takes its true and rightful
place in the fore-front of the States
that form this glorious Union. And
to this end I beseech all, great and
small, rich and poor, high and loav to
assume their proper duties and meas-
ure up to the responsibilities they OAve

to God and the State. This'sentiment
I emphasise and repeat, and call on all
good citizens to stand for the intelli-
gent up-building and growth of the
Sta‘e.

Raleigh, N. C., Aug. 12,

A man’s laziness has certainly
reached the limit Avhen he feels that
it is too much trouble to try to avoid
trouble.

THE DAILY NEWS AND OBSERVER.

P. H. HANES, Vice-President.

THIS TELLS THE STORY

Safe - Economical - Progressive

gave Rhodhiss a separate charter.
This was wise, and each town will
prosper under its own school system.

The good people of the town of
Granite Falls showed their spirit by
immediately erecting a suitable school
building for their 450 pupils; not
waiting for the tax to be collected,
but even before it wr as levied, they
gave their personal notes and secured
the money. It is a large two story

j building of modern design, well light-
ed and ventilated and furnished
throughout. The auditorium of this

| building has more floor space than
any other school building in the
county. It is the most valuable
school building in the county except
that of the graded school in Lenoir.
The people of Granite Falls have

b'Hilt for themffclvifs a monument that
will never crumble. And it is but
right to make special mention of P.
G. Moore (no relative of mine) as
the leading spirit in this great educa-
tional enterprise as Granite Falls. His
labors are not confined to his own
town, but as chairman of the Board
of Education.> continuously since 1897,

I he has with a spirit of devotion cham-
pioned the cause Jn every section of
the county.

* • . * •

The total amount paid out by the
treasurer for building’ and repairing
school houses in the county during the
past four years is $5,615.80. To this
amount the people have added $3,184,-
20. Total, $8,500.00. The present
value of all public school property is
$30,275.00.

The county has three local tax
schools, two of them the result of con-
solidation. During the past four
years the number of districts has been
reduced from 86 to 73. But we have
consolidated about all we can. We
have districts from 5 to 8 miles long
(Very ’narrow) that contain (fewer

than 60 pupils. How;ever, we have an
average for the county which will
compare favorably with any county in
the State—B4 to the district.

Let us trust that this generation
may lay deep and broad the founda-
tion for educational progress.

Y. D. MOORE,
County Superintendent.

ROBESON COUNTY.
In connection with this item is given

the cut of Prof. J. R. Poole, who has
been ut the head of the public school
system of Robeson county ftor the last

’ % *it I
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Superintendent J. R. Poole.

two years, under whose administration
gratifying progress has been made.
The scheme has included the consoli-
dation of districts, the incorporation
of special tax districts, the improve-
ment of school buildings, the estab-
lishment of libraries, and the raising

of the standard of teachers, accom-
panied by the raising of salaries.

The degree of success attending the
efforts of the superintendent and the
board of education, may be indicated
by the following results: The num-
ber of districts have been reduced
from 85 to 76; eighteen libraries, in
all, have been established, twelve of
them during this administration. Ten
or twelve modern school buildings
have been erected, and the attempt

to raise the standard is progressing
satisfactorily. The salaries of white

one of the orphan asylums in the
State, an act strikingly in accordance

with her noble and generous nature.
T. C. DAVIS.

Wilson, N. C., Aug. 10.
[ln a private note to the editor Mr.

Davis says that he wrote the above as
a joint reminiscence for . himself and
his brother, Mr. James W. Davis, one
of the most accomplished and truest
men living.—Editor.]
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