
WHAT EDUCATIONAL CAPTAINS
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ONSLOW COUNTY.

Tn the year 1848 Leonard G. Wood-
ward, of the State of Pennslvanit.
came to the little town of Richland-
Onslow county, and assumed the prin-
eipalsliip of what has since been
known as the Richland’s High School,

and for more than thirty years labor-
ed for the educational advancement of
the county, and was subsequently elec-

ed Onslow’s first County Superintend-
ent.

Those days were the days of the log

school house and the itinerant school
teacher, but these things were not to

remain so. These crude buildings

were to be replaced by more attractive
and comfortable ones, properly light-
ed, heated and ventilated. The old-

time school master must resign to
give place to more efficient trainers to

and it was soon seen that no person

need aspire to the office of County Su-

perintendent unless he be a master of

*he profession. Hardly had this great

work begun when this great and good
man who had left his home and
friends to come and spend a life of

labor and love among strangers, was

called to his reward, and it seemed
that Onslow had lost the only man
capable of leadership in this great
work, and profound sorrow reigned
in every home in this little common-
wealth.

But Onslow, as ever, always fertile

in the expedients set about to find
a leader in this great work, and in

i < (win.

Superintendent W. M. Thompson.

one no less efficient than the first
who by his zeal and energy substanti-
ally improved the educational system

of the county.
A few years later Hon. Frank

Thompson, a young man full of hope,

and ambitious for the future of his.

people, for six years at a very great

sacrifice, assumed this high and re-

sponsibe position and during

no period in the history of
the county has greater strides along

educational lines, been made.
After this wise administration, Hon.

E. M. Ivoonce, then a public school
teacher, who had won distinction it.

the schools of his county, was called

to the head of the public school sys-

tem, and it can be truthfully said that

no more faithful pilot ever stood to

the wheel than he. Mr. A. W. Cooper

was next elected County Superintend-
ent of schools and under his adminis-
tration many substantial improve-

ments were made.
Onslow is in perfect harmony with

the State’s educational policy, believ-
ing that better school houses, more
efficient teachers and better su-

pervision is the great educational
trinity.

Practically four districts were re-

cently consolidated at Kichlands and a

special tax voted, and by the aid of

the loan fund have erected a very

handsome two thousand dollar build-
ing. This district will have a school
population of more than three hun-

dred.
Jacksonville, the county seat, has al-

so voted special tax, and, notwith-
standing, that they have already a

very commodious building, they ex-
pect to do some very substantial re-
pairs, and expect the school to start

soon under most favorable circum-

stances.
There is now pending an election

for Special Tax at Sneads Ferry and
will be carried beyond question. Oth-
ers were expected to follow in the work

of these places until every district in

the county becomes a Special Tax Dis-

trict.
„

The enrollment for 1904 and 190;»

was greater perhaps than ever before,

as also was the average attendance.
The average salary of both white

and colored teachers has very greatly
increased, as has also a higher grade
of work been done in the schools. On-
slow truly desires a place in the fore-

front in this great work.
W. M. THOMPSON, County Sup*.

CARTERET COUNTY.

One of our greatest problems is that
of attendance. Os those who enroll

In the public schools only about 60

per cent, are regular attendants. Ot

the census of the district taught this
past year there was an enrollment of

seventy-two per cent, and an average

attendance of forty-five per cent. This

is an improvement over previous
years.

By the aid of the State our schools
have been lengthened in the past four

years from a term of sixty-two to
seventy-four days.

The scarcity of teachers and cost
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Superintendent L. B. Ennett.
of board has very materially changed
the salary paid teachers. The aver-
age monthly salary paid teachers four
years ago was: Males, $28.50; fe-
males, $22.00. The past year: Males,
$31.50; females, $30.66. In some dis-
tricts L have noticed a tendency to
charge the teacher an unreasonable

.oard. thus necessitating that the

..eacher demand a higher salary. If'
lit* patrons would only have the prop-

er interest in thezir schools the would
see ttia* Their school should not be
lessened for a cause of this kind.

Two years ago our people had failed
to avail themselves of the opportuni-
ty of securing libraries as provided for
by act of the Legislature. The first
act providing for libraries had parsed
>ut of date and we had not secured

one library. By agitating the ques-
tion. we had taken all the law would
allow us when the last Legislature
met and had an additional application
pending. We are now entitled to four
more, which T am sure we will have
taken when the Legislature meets
again.

Our school houses have been in the
past sadly neglected. The greatest

work before the people and the Board
of Education is the building and re-
pairing of school houses. We have
constructed, and in course of con-
struction. nine new houses, one of
which is to cost $3,000; another about
$2,000. We have a few districts yet

without houses, but the Board of Edu-
cation, with the aid of the “loan
fund,’ is rapidly making these districts
less. «

Our immediate needs are: good
houses for all of the districts not so
provided; consolidation of a few dis-
tricts; local tax in many districts;
graded schools in Beaufort and More-

head City.
L. B. ENNETT.

County Supt. of Schools.

ORANGE COUNTY.

The histoiy of public schools in this
county, in many particulars, is like

that of other counties in ttie State,

it had its beginning, and for many
years, the public school, only to a
very limited extent, met the educa-

tional needs of the people. The school
buildings, as, a rule, were inferior; and,
in many cases, the teachers were com-
paratively inefficient.

Following the election of our Edu-

cational Governor, while the tide of
(educational interest was rising, the

j School Board of the county elected
j Rev. Charles E. Maddry, who is an

i alumnus of the University, as County

| Superintendent. Being young, vigor-

i ou" and progressive, he gave his life

jto the w ork of improving conditions.
Resulting therefrom, there are mark-
ed signs of improvement in every part

>f the work. Many new houses have
ieen built, others have been repair-

d and enlarged and many have been
upplied with patent desks and other
urnishings.

Decided signs of improvement are
observable in the teaching force. Many

better ones of former years 1 have
qualified themselves for the work.
Some of these and a number of those
.vho have entered the school room
(ater have high school, normal school
and college training.

The rural districts of this county,
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Superintendent John C. Hoeutt.

in point of wealth. will * compare

favorably with other counties; but
there is no large concentration of
wealth, as there are not large towns
in the county. This makes it impos-

sible for Uie schools of the county to

have more than four months’ term In
the year. In view of this fact. the
present Superintendent, John C. Ho-
eutt, while making further improve-

ments of buildings, is making efforts,

partially successful, to lengthen the

school term by private subscription.
Some schools

’

now run six months

and others run eight months. Some

schools, indeed, have been doing this
for years past.

Mention should be made of the

fact that some of our schools have

extended the course of study, and
are preparing students for college.
This county has only one school (ru-

ral), sustained, in part, by locaj, taxa-
tion.

As the public is dissatisfied with
present attainments, the future is

hopeful.
JOHN (\ HOCUTT,

Co. Supt. of Schools.

PITT COUNTY.

Few counties in the State have

shown the educational awakening and
progress that Pitt county lias in the

past few years. The county is a large

one and its topograpny is sucli that

it has necessitated the having of a
large number of school districts. In
spite of this, however, the school term

has continued to lengthen until now
it has reached nearly six months.
There are nearly 6,000 white children
in the county of school age, and about
the same number of negroes. The

school affairs of the county have been
wisely managed. The Board of Edu-

cation has had some of the best, and

most practical business men of the
county upon it. The Board at pres-
ent consists of A. G. Cox, L. C. Arthur

and B. M. Whitehurst, and no county

ever had a more level-headed, pro-

gressive board than this is. The work
under them seems just beginning to be
what it should be. Two years ago

they were wise enough to employ the
County Superintendent for all of his

time and require him to give all of

his time, for which they pay him a
living salary. The present Superin-

tendent, W. H. Ragsdale, has had

charge of the work continuously for

the past fourteen years, and almost
every citizen of the county would join

in saying that no county has ever had
a more progressive, wise, active, com-
petent and up-to-date superintendent
that he has been. He has recently
been re-elected for the next two years,
and the w ork, therefore, is assured of
continued growth for this time. In a
county where there are so many ne-
groes there is a sentiment against local
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taxation, and yet in the face of this
the county lias gone forward along
this line. It was one of the first coun-
ties in the East to establish local tax
districts. There are now five local tax
districts in which are included nearly
one-third of the children of the coun-
ty, thereby putting about one-third of
the children of the county in graded
schools. In each one of these dis-

tricts there is a graded school employ-
ing a competent superintendent with
from three to seven additional teach-
ers. Two years ago there was not a
single public school in the county with
more than one teacher in the school.
Now there are eight schools with from
two to eight teachers in each school.
There is something like sl2 000 col-
lected in local tax districts.

There are about twenty rural libra-
ries in the county and there would
have been twice this number but for
the limit fixed for the State appro-
priation for these.

At least thirty new houses have been
built in the past few years. The value
of white school property in the county
now being something like $60,000.

Last year seven hundred dollars was
spent in painting the rural school
houses and a number more will be
painted during the present year. The
number of districts has been reduced
by consolidation in almost every place
where it was practicable to do so. One
hundred and five white teachers were
employed in the county last year.
There were only three white teachers
in the schools last year that held a
second grade certificate. The salaries
of these teachers averaged $33.90 roi-

ladies, and $65 for the males.
The county has held in the oast

four years three teachers’ institutes
with not less than one hundred and
thirty teachers in the .smallest one.
ana in the one held this year there

Superintendent \V. 11. Ragsdale.

were enrolled one hundred and sixty,
representing fifteen counties. These
institutes last for four weeks with four
teachers thoroughly qualified in
charge. The work done in these is in-
calculable. The county has the livest
Teachers' Association in the State,

which meets once a month with an
average attendance of seventy-five or
eighty. In these teachers’ meetings

model class work is done with classes
of children In all the grades. In ad-
dition to this the best methods of

teaching and management of schools
is thoroughly discussed. This associa-
tion has been a great power for good.

There is a teachers’ library
in the County Superintendent’s of-

fice. consisting of more than one
hundred volumes of the best and most
generally approved books upon teach-
ing. The five graded schools in the
county, with their corps of thorough-
ly competent teachers enter heartily

into all the work of the county, and
there is no difference between rural
teachers and graded school teachers
in their interest in every department
of the work.

The wonderful progress the county

has made in later years along all edu -
cational lines is due very largely to
four things taken in connection with
the agencies mentioned above.

First, a live, progressive Board of
Education, ever on the aleri for im-
provement and a hearty and whole-
souled support of tile Superintendent
in whatever he undertakes for the
betterment of the schools.

Second. A thoroughly competent Su-
perintendent, giving all of his time to
the work and doing so with a love for
the work, which comes fronj an inborn
disposition to help people.

Third. A consecrated, energetic,
competent corps of teachers, always
ready to be directed and to do their
very best.

Fourth. The co-operation, sympa-
thy, kindly interest and support "f the
leading citizens of the county.

With all of these agencies working
harmoniously together, the future edu-
cational interests of this county will
not suffer and at no distant day with
a continual increase in enrollment and
average attendance the percentage of
ignorance among its people will be as
small as any county in North Caro-
lina.

Tj. T. M.
Greenville, N. 0., Aug. 10.

ALLEGIIANY UOUNTY.

The close of the Civil War found
our little mountain county in a de-
plorable condition. .as it now presents
itself to me. Nearly all of our best
voting men were left lying on the
battlefield: and the county filled with
widows and orphans. Property gone,
and almost every disadvantage con-
fronted us; and worse than all this,
by reason of our isolated condition,
bad men were found, sought refuge
fiere, who were disloyal to the coun-
try, that gave them birth.

Superintendent C. J. Taylor.

My observation has been so far, that
all such men have contributed very lit-
tle to the building up of society; but
amidst all these conditions, a few'
men who wr ere the preservers of soci-
ety put forth a heroic effort. They
went into the woods, began to cut and

hew logs, and erect school houses.
Some old farmers entered the school

and began to teach the children to
read and write. Elder C. J. Taylor and
J. 11. Doughton, I will here mention

without any hope of renumeration. We
soon got small log houses, dabbed
with mud, within reach of almost ev-
ery child. Teachers were secured
and insufficient, having never had any

training fur the important duty of
training the minds of children.

Time rolled on, and we were cheer-
ful and hopeful us the future. Final-
ly Prof. S. W. Brown established a
good school at Sparta, which result-
ed in much good for the country.

Many young men and women went

out from under his inspiring influence
and all now bearing a good share of
raising the standard of society and
bettering everything that it came in
contact with. Later J. H. Doughton,of
Laurel Springs, visited what was then

known as the State Grange where the
subject of the betterment of schools
were the overshadowing issue. He re-
turned home filled with hope and de-
termination to inspire his neighbors
to action through his devotion to the
educational interest of the country and
never tiring energy. He succeeded in
getting a good house built at Laurel
Springs, which was the admiration of

the whole country; and soon started
an academic school, securing the ser-
vices of Prof. J. B. Hans, who set

about the work of preparing men and
womeil, and sending them out as lead-

ers among those with whom they

came in contact with. Others soon
saw’ the fruits of a good school by

their position taken in society; and
were inspired to do as Laurel Springs;
and bring home to their children the

same opportunities that the Laurel
Springs children enjoyed, believing
their children were susceptable of the

same achievements if an opportunity
was offered.

Four years ago the county was ripe
for action when the Board of Educa-

tion and Sunt. E. Left* Wagoner was
sworn in under the present law. They

found the county with but few houses
fit to teach children in, and districts
badly arranged. They, with the ap-

proval of all the progressive men of

the county, entered into vedistricting
and consolidating small districts with
a view of putting a good school house
in reach of every man’s child if pos-
sible with the help of our able State
Superintendent and the generous man-
ner in which the State came to our re-
lief.

Nearly every district lias a good
house. A number of them built on
State plan, four months school being
taught. A number of them having two
and sometimes three teachers. Good
houses have taken the places of the

little log huts, and fairly well trained
teachers have taken the places of un-
trained men.

The salary of teachers has been ad-
vanced some, but still too low to hold
our best teachers, only as they are
supplemented by the patrons. School

property has greatly increased in val-
ue in the last four years.

In truth, the school interest in gen-
eral has been advanced more in the
last 4 years under the energetic and
able supervision of Supt. E. Less Wago-
ner than it has before in many years.

The time had come for a revival in
the educational work in this county.

1 sincerely hope it may not cease
until we shall be able to cease crawling
and get upon our feet and walk off,
hand in hand, with our sister counties,
who have more favorable opportuni-
ties and have been so kind to us in
taking us by the hand and lifting us
up from a two and a half to a four
months school.

1 will close by extending the grati-
tude of our little county to the State
for the gift® to us to have a foui
months school.

C. J. TAYLOR.
Supt. of Schools of Alleghany Co.

UNION UOUNTY.

For the past twelve or fifteen years
there has been a steady and a really

fine progress in the educational devel-
opment of Union county. At present
that progress is more marked than
ever, rests upon a broader basis and is
touching the life of the county at more
points. For the period named the
county has been noted for the several
splendid high schools within her bor-
ders. The influence of these schools
has been far-reaching and of noble
effect. According to population, this
county has doubtless been sending as
many students to the several colleges
as any county in tin* State. These
students have been well prepared, and
the proportion «>f graduates to matric-
ulate has been high. Os course these
secondary schools effected for the good

the public schools of the county.
But the present progress is, as

stated, on a broader basis, splendid
as these schools have done and are
yet doing their work. While their
work goes on, not onlv unmolested,
but continually increasing the pres-
ent significant fact is the new and
great interest in the public schools.
Tn the establishment of ihe great idea
of local taxes for the support of the

j rural schools, this county is a pio-
neer. having been tin- very first county

in the State in which such a tax was
levied. Now there are eight schools
of this kind in the county, besides the
splendid graded school in Monroe. The
idea of local tax is working among the
people themselves, and it is significant

of the character of the work going on
in this county that n<> speech has ever
been made on the subject in this coun-
ty by a man from the outside of the
county, in all the districts it is sought

(to get the people themselves to take
I the initiative and to carry on the work.
This may be a little slower but it is
more satisfactory. The schools that
do levy this tax are not the only ones
that take great interest in the work,

and in which the cause is bright. In
a great many of the other districts
subscription money is put in by the
people to supplement the public funds,
and in the past two years 1 have
known a number of schools to be

maintained for from six to ten months
of the year by private subscription for
the most part, yet run as free schools
to which every child in the district

war cordially welcome whether hir
father was able to pay anything or
not.

In the work of building new school
houses the county is ~oin- forward.
We are borrowing libera.ll v of the
State’s loan fund for this purpose. We
have lately erected or have in course
of erection*as many as seven modern

school buildings to be occupied by

two or more teacher;, and with from
two to five rooms. This work is also
being largely supplemented by private
subscription. The Woman's Associa-
tion for the Betterment of School
houses has begun a good work u ider
the direction of its excellent presi-
dent, Miss Pearl Rodman. The cause
is very bright in Union.

R. F. BEASLEY.

HAYWOOD COUNTY.
There are in Haywood county 6,200

white children and 225 colored chil-
dren of school age. The enrollment
last year was 4,465, and the average
daily attendance was 2,305.

For the last few years our school
population has not increased in num-
bers very much owing to the fact that
a great many of cur people

have moved to the cotton
mills, our enrollment and our
average attendance have been re-
duced on that account. But while
our numbers have not increased a
great deal, our finances have improved
a great deal. We now have funds
sufficient to maintain a five months’
school in every district in our county

and still have some money for build-
ing and repairing school houses, and
we are doing without any aid from
second hundred thousand dollars.

We have an excellent graded school
in Waynesville under the supervision
of W. C. Allen, and we have three local
tax districts besides, which are doing
good work. We could have more local
tax districts, but a five months’ school
among our farmers is about all they
can support at this age of scarcity of
hired labor. Still we have Some other
districts that will yet vote local tax.
The sentiment is growing in favor as
they see what our local tax districts
are doing.

We are not doing a great deal in*
consolidating districts for our district
lines are determined more by natural
boundaries, such as rivers, creeks and
mountains, than by distance every
time. We have consolidated some and
the prospect is that others will be con-
solidated soon.

We have six rural libraries in our
county with a fair prospect that other
districts will put in a library in their
schools.

Our teachers as a class are as good
as can be found in any county in our
State. To them we are indebted for
the great progress we have made in
our school work. We have a monthly

teachers’ meeting under the leader-
ship of Prof. R. D. McDowell, of the
Waynesville graded school, and noth-
ing is working more for the upbuilding
of our educational system than this

gathering of our teachers.
Our teachers’ salaries have In-

creased some, but the best for them is

that they now get their pay monthly
for their work. Without attempting

to explain why it was so, yet our sys-

tem has been so managed that our
teachers were the last paid. Poor
house, jail fees, roads and everything
came before our schools. Now we
have our school funds separate from
all others, and nothing is encouraging

our teachers more than that one
thing.

We have had a good board'of educa-
tion for four years, and that board
has done a great deal to put our finan-

cial system to what it is. We have a
new board now, and it is starting off
well, and every indication is that we
are still to move on.

No better sign of progress can be

found than the building of new school
houses and the repairing of some old

ones. We are planning to build some
more new houses and to displace some
old benches with new' desks.

We have many difficulties to over-
come, but we feel sure vTe are making
progress.

R. A. SENTELLE,
County Supt.

BUNCOMBE COUNTY.

Buncombe county has in her rural
districts 10,000 white children of

suiuui age and 11.000 negro children.
For this number of children she has
120 white teachers and eighteen col-

ored teachers. The enrollment the
past year was 74 per cent, in the
schools for the white and 77 per cent,

in the negro school. To take in ac-
count the many private schools the

total enrollment would easily reach $0

per cent. Buncombe is well provid-
ed with private schools, among them
are the Normal and Collegiate, and
Home Industrial* of Ashevtile, the

Farm School, of Swannanoa, Weaver-
ville College in North Buncombe, a
Presbyterian school at Jupiter in
North Buncombe, the Biltmore Parish
school, an Episcopal school near Sky-
land, a cchristian school at Black
Mountain, a Presbyterian scnool at
iVlontreat. There is no excuse in this
county for any child to grow up illit-
erate for tnere is a school in easy
reach of every one. Our school term

is live months with eight and nine
months in the three special tax dis-
tricts recently formed. Our last cen-
sus reports show' only one hundred
and two white illiterates between the
ages of 12 and 21. and only 2 8 among
the negroes, or one per cent, white

and less than three ner cent, colore i.
Many districts reported not a child be-

tween 12 and 21 but that can read
and write. These reports seem too
flattering. We have not accepted th mi

as final. Our Board of Education has
recommended that teachers take the
census, tiffs year, in their respective

districts, and we are glad to say they

have heartily consented to do so. Thus
by next year we shall be able to veri-
fy statistics. We are indeed proud of

our body of teachers in Buncombe.
We are gradually increasing the sal-
ary of the best, and hope by this

means to keep them in this work—the
greatest of all work. There is but

one who wields a bigger influence foi
good upon the race than the consecra-
ted teacher, and she is the mother.
The importance of home training can-
not be over estimated. The best of all

schools is to be found in the best
homes. Mr. Seward, when a senator
of the United States, took occasion '

>

dwell on the importance of Home Ed-
ucation: and when the comprehensive
character of that education is seen
its importance will he at once admit-
ted. For it touches all sides of our
being—the ethical, the religious, the

intellectual and the physical, so that
the first and most abiding impression
comes to the child through the moth-
er. A great writer has said that no
community stands higher in morals,
religion, intellectual attainments, and
in social refinement than the mothers
of that community. And that the
mothers may feel the weight of re-
sponsibility resting upon them, our
Board of Education has purchased one
hundred volumes of the best maga-
zines obtainable, well bound in cloth
and full of valuable information, to
be sent to them bv the teacher, to be
read and returned. These volumes
are then to be placed in our rural li-
braries. Let us hope that much good
may be the result of the reading of
these magazines.

ASHE COUNTY

Perhaps in no county in the State
can more substantial progress along
educational lines be shown than in
Ashe county. Judge O. H. Allen in
his rharge to the grand jury, at a
recent term of our superior court
counted upon the imprisonment of

school houses, he had noticed since
his last visit to our county and con-
gratulated our people upon the prog-
ress made.

Since the present superintendent

took charge nine school houses hav-*

heen erected, costing fi’om SSOO to

SIIOO.OO. All built in accordance
with the plans approved by the State

superintendent. In every instance,

districts have been enlarged or two
or more small districts consolidated

Before this year closes a number of
consolidations will be effected, and
modern houses built. It is the aim
of our superintendent to build a first-
class house in everv district in the
countv during the next two years, and
consolidate districts wherever prac-
ticable.

We have one local tax district and
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term for the past two years has been
about four months.

Our people are taking more interest
in public education than formerly, and
1 thing our schools are gradually
growing better each year.

More money and better teachers is
our greatest need at present.

J. T. SMITH,
County Supt. of Schools.

Danbury, N. C.

SURRY" COUNTY.
The schools in Surry county are

rapidly improving. In the last feu-
years they have taken on new life. A
wave of educational enthusiasm h i

been for the last four or five years
sweeping over this county. Interest
has been aroused. Parents and pa-
trons are giving serious attention to
this most important essential of civic
welfare.

Much has been done: much more
remains to be done. In 1903 there was
paid out for schools for all "purposes
$12,942.11; in 1904 $16,176.36; in
1905 $19,601.57, showing average in-
crease each year of over three thou-
sand dollars. During the last four
years a little over twelve thousand
dollars have been expended for build-
ing new school houses, and thirty-
seven new buildings, neatly and com-
fortably arranged have been erected.
Contracts are now outstanding for
eleven new school houses, which when
completed will secure to every ciffid
in Surry county a comfortable school
house within easy reach. Since good
school houses have been built and the
average daily attendance of pupils in-
creased, the question of local taxation
has been the subject of considerable
agitation, and as a result two elec-
tions are called for the month of
August. Illiteracy has been reduced
eleven per cent, between the ages of
12 and 21 years within the last four
years. On the whole wr e are doing
well.

J. H. ALLEN.

ANSON COUNTY.

The Board of Education has re-
formed the school districts of the en-
tire county during the last year, re-
ducing the same in number from
55 to 41, with 40 or 54 per-
cent. increase of area* and number of
children to each school and less than
one per cent of the children of the
county as far as two and one-half
miles from a centrally located house,
which they are now trying to furnish
for each district, and will have com-
pleted by the opening of the next
school term eleven new houses, cost-
ing forty three hundred dollars, built
as near as practicable, upon plans
furnished by the State Superintendent
of Public Instruction. One of these
new formed districts has recently
voted on the question of helping the
State to educate its children, with the
result of a unanimous vote for thirty
cents on the hundred dollars of prop-
erty and ninety cents on the poll for
this purpose. The foregoing most
prominently marks the progres of
public education in this county.

J. M. WALL, Supt.

Wadesboro, N. C.. July 25, 1905.

ALEXANDER COUNTY.
Alexander is a small county with

very few- towns in it, hence our peo-
ple are dependent, in a great meas-
ure, upon the free schools for an edu-
cation.

We are among the mountains where
consolidation is not practicable in
many instances, hence many of urn-
schools are small.

There is not a graded school in the
county.

There are three high schools in the
county running this year 10 months.

One at Taylorsville with Prof. Sloan
principal; Hiddenite High School,
with Prof. Sharpe principal; one at
Stony Point, Prof. Teague principal.

All these schools expect a better
year than ever before. A school of
telegraphy is also established at Hid-
denite.

The cheapness of board and tuition
at these schools is attracting many
students from other counties.

We are proud of our record in
sending teachers to Durham graded
schools, Trinity College, etc. But we
are yet far short of w-hat we wish to

attain. Our public schools are net at-
tended as they should be. The parents
are waking slowly. We will have the
first county institute this year that out-
county has had for' 15 years.

We are trying to keep in line with

other counties in the great and grand
work. Our school houses and grounds
are better than ever before.

A. F. SHARPE,
County Supt.

BURKE COUNTY.
The tide of education in Burke is

rising. In Morganton the graded
school has eleven teachers and over
four hundred children In school. Din -

ing the coming year a new building at
a cost of not less thair ten thousand
dollars, will be erected. Out in the
county there are fifty-five white
schools and ten colored. Much has

been done towards consolidating the
districts. Several schools have two
teachers. Also a number of new
houses have been built. The old log
house with no light, no desks, and n<>
equipment, will soon be a thing of

the past.
Most of our teachers are ladies. We

are now paying $35 per month to
those who have first grade certificates.
Twenty schools are now in session. The
attendance is better than usual. We
want and mean to have an “educa-
tional revival’’ in Burke.. To this

end. the county superintendent in vis-
iting the schools, is preaching “educa-
tion” to the children and especially
to the father* and mothers who come
out to hear.

In township rallies we mean to talk
local taxation until we have a six
months school in everv district.

Respectfully,
R. L. PATTON.

Countv Superintendent.
August 5, 1105.

McDowell county.

We feel that the cause of education
h making considerable progress in
McDowell county. During the past

vears the number of local tax
districts for schools ha- increased
from one to four. The number of ru-
ral libraries from 0 to 7. The a-
- daily attendance was increased
14 per cent over the proceeding year,
'he grade of work which is being-

done by the teachers is improving.
We have had 12 educational cam-
paign speeches made in this county
y the leading educators of Ihe State.

E. E. SAMS.
County Superintendent,

PAMLICO COUNTY.
In Pamlico county a great many of

the districts are making arrangements
to replace their old buildings with
nodern school houses according to

be plan« mdproved by the State
Board of Education.

The sentiment for local tax is gain-
ing ground. We expect to carry the

flection for it in a few districts this

“all.
E. C. ROSS.

/ County Superintendent.
J (Continued on Page Twenty-Three.)

others will vote local tax during the
year.

The total school fund for tla is year
was $130,55,89. There are 7296 pu-
pils of this number, we enrolled
6208. We have 46 first grade teach-
ers, average salary paid was $26.00
per month.

For the year of 1903-’O4 only two
schools in the countv employed more
than one teacher, this year then*
were ten. All our teachers attended
teachers’ institutes last year, and a
number of them attended the training
school at Boone this summer.

Hon. R. A. Hamilton. A. A. Price

and W. F. Lewis compose the Board of

Education. They are earnest, ener-
getic men. anxious to advance the

cause of education in the county.

Our superintendent, W. H. Jones, has

been engaged in school work for the
last IS years, serving as president of

Fairview College, Southerland Semi

nary County Supt., and member >f

Board of Education, while principal
of Southerland Seminary he made it

the best known and most largely at-

tended school west of the Blue Ridge.
He enters on his second term as super-

intendent without opposition from any

one, and the next two years will show-

marked progress along educational
lines in Ashe countv.

STANLY COUNTY.

Our people as a whole are much

interested in public education. they

are planning for better houses, better

teachers and better schools.
The rural people are becoming

much more in favor of tlm public
school than they were live or ten years
ago.

We have no large towns and so only

me graded school, but ail of our vil-
ages succeed in having a school for

at least eight months in the year.
We hope that our people will soon

become sufficiently interested in edu-
cation to vote special taxes for schoo
p opposes.

The development of the county in
the nest five years has been such that

the money appropriated to public

education apart from the special ap-

propriations from the State has, in
sound numbers, increased from $6,000

to SIO,OOO, not including fines, etc.
The value of school property (be-

longing to the county, has increased
in five years from 4620 to 72C9 dol-
lars, including white and colored.

The census shows a decrease in the

number of white children, 3 75, but an
increase in the number of colored
children 114.

The average attendance of the white
children for the past five years has
been increased betw-een 7 and, 8 per
cent. The colored has been increased
about 20 per cent. The average of the
whites being better at the beginning of
the past five years than the colored.

In that time eleven new- houses
have been built for the whites and
one for the colored. We- have de-
creased the number of districts from
76 to 62. We hope thus to ue able
to increase the efficiency of our
schools w-ithout increasing the cost.

This gives some idea of our schools
in Stanly. Press of time keeps us
from saying more.

E. F EDDINS,
County Superintendent.

WARREN COUNTY.

Warren County may reasonably
claim some little progress along edu-

cational lines. We have a school, of
constitutional limit, within reasonable
access to all the children of both races,
and the enrollment and daily average
atendance compare favorably with
the average of the State.

We have organized and will have
in operation the present school year
five special tax districts, w-ith improv-
ed school buildings and grounds, better
equipments, and terms lengthened to
about double the constitutional limit.
Several other, communities lengthen
the continuance of their schools by
voluntary subscription, while others
are quietly canvassing the question of
Special Tax, but are awaiting develop-
ments of those districts already or-
ganized.

There is, among the whites, a de-
cided tendency towards better and
more comfortable buildings, with more
tas'efiff and attractive environments,

a better equipped teaching force and
longer terms for their schools.

The great need of our public schools
today is better teachers, those who
have an interest in the work far be-
yond the few dollars that are in it.
These cannot be had until we have
longer terms and better pay. My expe-
rience and observation warrant the
conclusion that the average salary of
the public school teachers, meager as
it is# is more than the service they are
capable of rendering is worth.

The only remedy I can see is more
money for more time and more teach-
ers.

NAT ALLEN,
County Superintendent.

CATAWBA COUNTY.

Within tlie past four years much
progress has been made in public
school education in Catawba county.
The school districts have been re-
arranged so as to secure compactness
of territory and convenience in loca-
tion for the children. Almost all of
the old school houses have been re-
moved. and modern, comfortable
frame buildings ejected in their place.

The annual school term has been
lengthened until at there is
an average of almost four and one-
half months’ school each winter
Scientific methods of training have
been introduced into tlie school room,
and the teachers have been organized
into an association, the aim of which
is to secure the latest and most prac-
tical methods of education.

Six graded schools have recently
been started in the county. Their
work has been most satisfacte- in
eveiy way. Commodious building
have been erected for all of them,
and competent corps of teachers have
been secured for the work.

The percentage of illiteracy has
been very much reduced, many school
districts reporting not one illiterate
child of school age.

R. R. WILLIAMS.
County Supt. of Schools.

STOKES COUNTY.

A few- years ago a great many of
our school hou es in Stokes county

were veiy inferior log cabins —very
uncomfortable and inefficient. Now
nearly all of the old log houses have

been abolished and larger districts
formed by consolidation of small dis-
tricts, and good, comfortable, well-
lighted frame bouses haw taken thi
places of nearly all of the old tiim
log huts.

During the past school y>-ar we had
four log houses in use in this county
The Board of Education had four tee i

frame school buildings erected during
| the past two years. This school yeai
will witness the going out of use ot
the last log cabin school house in thi:
county.

I We have eleven rural libraries and
money raised for the twelfth one. One
ot our libraries has been supplement-
ed. These rural libraries are a great
help to the children in communities
in w hich they are located. Our school
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