
It is very difficult to discover facts
concerning Abraham Lincoln. So

much of wild eulogy is heaped upon
him now, particularly in the North,

and by some intelligent people in the
South, that if one is disposed to regard
Lincoln’s real character in a different
light, and to view him as in many par-
ticulars not a model statesman and
lawyer, not a man of exalted moral
qualities he is to be accused of bitter,

ignorant prejudice and of slandering
the greatest man of America. Lincoln
will go into history as possibly the
greatest of all Americans. It will be
done through ignorance or by t

willful suppression of facts The
truth told. not by enemies,

but by his admirers and
friends living in the North —by his-
torians, biographers and essayists—-
shows really what manner of man he

was. I have before discussed Lin-
coln’s character as revealed in writ-

ings by men of the North, and have
particularly considered the important
work published at Richmond, Va., en-
titled "The True Lincoln,” by Prof.
Minor, a scholar and gentleman of

distinction and ability, in which all
the evidence, every particular given

are drawn from Northern sources.
Some year or two ago! wrote a brief

criticism on Lincoln and published it

It attracted the attention of one of
the most honorable, upright, conscien-
tious Judges on the Superior Court
Bench in North Carolina. What he
wrote me, not for publication, is so
judicious and to the point. 1 take leave
to publish it, and it will help to en-
lighten others, and to give a true
glimpse, no doubt, at a character more
over-rated and less understood of any
of the American Presideiits. He
writes:

"I have noticed your lecent criticism
on Lincoln with interest and 1 am re-
minded of the fact that he has often

been referred to as a model lawyer.
The following account of him in ‘La-

mar’s Life of Abraham Lincoln,’ p.
32 7, proves that his conduct as a law-
yer was in accord with your criticism:

lie was defending a man named Arm-
strong and it was shown that the crime
was committed at night and the wit-
ness swore that he saw the blows by
the light of the moon. Mr. Lincoln
having handed an officer an Almanac
of the previous year, in the closing

speech "in due time called for the
almanac and easily proved that at the
time the main witness declared the
moon was shining there was, in
fact no man at all, and in the un-
disguised astonishment succeeding this
apparent demonstration court, jury
and counsel forgot to 'examine the
almanac.’ A great writer on legal
ethics lays down this rule: "In read-
ing to the court or to the jury authori-
ties, records, documents or other pa-

pers I shall always consider myself as
executing a trust, and, as such, hound
to execute it faithfully and honorably.’
Lincoln’s conduct was dishonorable."

No jurist of high virtues and sin-
cere conscientiousness, could arrive at
any other conclusion than that pre-
sented by my honorable and honest
friend with whom I have been inti-
mate for twenty-five years at least.
Both Lamar and Herndon, as well as
other friends of Lincoln, stand in the
way of flatulent eulogists and blinded
fanatical admirers. Whenever a
genuine ethical view is applied to the
Northern Idol there is a blush of

shame or a gritting of teeth. What
the people really have a right to de-
mand in portraying historical, charac-
ters. is the truth in its simplicity and
directness. So long as writers ignore
absolute facts, and paint the deformi-
ties as virtues there is no likeness but

an exaggerated picture. Prof. Minor
in his book of facts and evidences
quotes from some fifty or sixty North-
ern writers, and but one man of South-
ern birth is referred to or cited, and
it is in only a few lines and of no im-
portance.

Some four years ago there was a
strong editorial in a daily newspaper,
a part of which lies before me. It is
not credited, but it was cut from a Vir-
ginia newspaper and published in

Richmond. The writer of it had read
Lamar’s “Life of Lincoln,” which I
have never seen. He says it is a

"frank production, finding none of the
faults, eccentricities and even way-

wardness of tiie subject and conceal-
ing none of the virtues.”

Os course the multitudinous admir-
ers and worshippers will rejoice to
discredit such writers as Lamar and

Herndon and General Don. Piatt,

but intelligent and truth-seeking
readers will hardly agree to the at-
tempts of the worshippers to paint
Lincoln with other colors, presenting
him to the world i" an absolutely
false light. The writer of the article
referred to said the effort to prese,nt
Lincoln as a model is a failure and
cites a suppression in Herndon’s book,

who was a law-partner of Lincoln’s for

many years. He writes:
“Among the suppressions is Hern-

don’s record of a, satire written by Lin-
coln. called ‘The First Chronicle of
Reuben,’ and describes, the exceeding-
ly base and indecent device by which
Lincoln brought about the events
which gave opportunity for the satire
and adds some verses written and cir-
culated by Lincoln which he considers
even more vile than the ‘Chronicle.
Os these verses Lamar says, ‘lt is im-
possible to transcribe them.’ ”

He says further on. and it is well
worth reproducing here:

“Why should not, let us say, Abra-
ham Lincoln be genuinely depicted by

the historian? What object have the
northern people in suppressing th*
uncanny features of the man and pre-
senting him to posterity in a false
light? But the people who are ac-
cused <*f even in revised editions, dis-
torting the definitions of Noah Walk-
er's dictionary are quite equal to sup-
pressing the facts given by Lamar and
Ferndon.”

I find the fact referred to by my
friend, the Judge, is all presented in
an edit< rial in a Richmond daily of
1901. I have the entire article. It tells
of the l ad conduct of Lincoln in the
moonlight matter and the almanac de-
ception. He regards the story “as
apocryphal.” but at the same time
gives a story in praise of Lincoln illus-
trating his conscientiousness. There
is enough quoted from mafjy Northern
writers in Minor’s book to throw real
light upon Lincoln’s supposed
scrupulousness and high cos'clentious-
nesS and he does not shine’as an ex-
emplar or a star of first magnitude in
the Northern heavens.' Lincoln may
have been more scrupulous and pur-
er with time, but he was-' of coarse
fibre and very shrewd. “It seems cer-
.tuin that we cannot get a true idea of
any man if his virtues are exaggerat-
ed and his sins or faults suppressed
where they illuminate' the theme.”

On August 30th, 190.5. .there is to
he in some parts of the world a total
eclipse of the sun. In 1907 there will

Lincoln in his true light.
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By Dr. T. B. Kingsbury.

be one visible in Central Asia. In 190 S
there will be two visible in the Pacific
and South Atlantic Oceans. In 1909,
in June, there will lie an eclipse visible
only in Greenland, and in 1910, then-
will he another visible only in the
Antarctic regions.

A man of real genius in literature
is not found often among the hun-
dreds of writers. The imitative and
bright intellect can be discovered easi-
ly. but the original, creative mind is
to be seen only now and then. Among

uthors possessed of genius of the
genuine kind, there are some who are
endowed with peculiarly rich and
fruitful powers and in them there al-
ways abide both beauty and everlast-
ing freshness. There are literary
windbags, and there are found writers
of great productive power and rich-
ness. My readers of the last three
years must have observed my admira-
tion for J. H. Shorthouse, an English
novelist, who died within a year. He
was the writer of but one famous book.
‘John Inglesant,” a very delightful

romance of high qualities—clean, re-
fined, elegant, idealized, imaginative,
at once historical and philosophical.
Recently a book that w ill attract cul-
tured readers in liis native England,and
here and there a reader of good litera-
ture in our own land, was issued with
the title “Life and Letters and Liter-
ary Remains of J. H. Shorthouse,” in
two volumes, 8 vo.. of 865 pages, price
$4.50 for both. It was prepared for
publication by his devoted and culti-
vated wife. He was born a Quaker,
became an extreme English Church-
man. lived a retired, uneventful life,
being a business worker from his
sixteenth year until his death. He
was a dreamer as a lad and a worker
as a man. He wrote hut little. He
was engaged at leisure time in writing
his really remarkable and excellent
novel. After completing his hook he
did not purpose publishing it. It was
first privately printed. Its reception
was decided, and his astonishment
marked. He made a real reputation
at once, and his admirers were the
foremost of the men and women of
distinction in his own land. 1 know
nothing of another book of his he call-
ed “Little Schoolmaster Mark. “It is

of religious flavor. His letters arc
praised for their serious character,

and impressiveness. Several of his
“Essays” are published in the two
volumes. A critic in a Northern pub-

lication says:
“The early essays contained in the

second volume are not at the present

time of engrossing interest. The later
essays include Mr. Shorthouse’s con-
tributions to periodicals and an essay

on the platonism of Wordsworth. The
book is a worthy and illuminating ac-
count of a man whose most charac-
teristic work is not destined soon to
perish.”

Ever since I read “John Inglesant''
—probably twenty years ago—l have
held it to be among the greatest novels
written since “Lorna Doone” appeared.

1 know of no novels by living writers
that equal it save some by Thomas
Hardy and George Meredith. It is
strong, it is good—it is wholesome and
fresh, and it has power and imagina-
tion.

Mrs. Humphrey Ward is the daugh-
ter of the late distinguished Dr.
Thomas Arnold, the Head Master of
the famous Rugby school in England.
He was eminent as a divine, teacher
and author. The richly endow/
Matthew Arnold, who was really a su-
perior poet, and one of the best Eng-

lish essayists, was his son. It is rare-
ly the case that a father has son and
daughter of such high intellectual
qualities as these. Mrs. Ward is the
wife of Professor Ward of the I'niver-
sitv of London, if I remember cor-
rectly. Stic is of rank the highest
among the living female novelists ot
the English speaking world. It has
been often suggested that she resem-
bled the late Mary Ann Evans, known
mainly b.\ her pen-name of “George
Eliot." But in point of genius there
is a marked distinction, and thfe
critical world will continue slow to
admit equality between them. I would
insist that the author of “Robert
Elsmere” and “David Greive” and her
iater books, is not equal to the great
woman who wrote those masterly
novels, “Adam Bede,” “Mill tin The
Floss,” "Romola" and “Silas Marner.”
I have not read more than three of
her books. Her last three I only
know through the reviewers. The
latest has been much scored for its
impure tendency. Why a woman of
such excellence and finish, of style
should so prostitute her pen is passing
strange. Why a woman of her age
in life should prostitute her pen to
any manner of uncleanness is to be
deplored, for young women read sim-
ply because of the high praise be-
stowed upon her for power of mind
and finish of style. T would tint de-
preciate her Intellectual' gifts, hut 1
do not believe she is the equal of
“George Elliot,” and by a great deal
If she is. then her later books must
be qviite superior to those 1 read. Some
years ago Mr. Charles T. Copeland
wrote of her in the “North American
Review,” and lie admitted “a. superfi-
cial likeness" between her and Miss
Evans. He said.

“Both women are learned to the
verge of pedantry, both have a far-
reaching interest in life and the
problems of human conduct, both get

their novels under way and keen
them under way by elaborate and of-
ten cumbrous means.

“But resemblance, partial even in

these particulars, ceases altogether
with these; and what seems to me
the radical difference between George
Eliot and Mrs. Ward—apart from the
striking difference in native ability—-
is to be found in their respective
manifestations of that moral purpose
which appears to be their chief bond
of union.”

He does not think her remotely
equal to Miss Evans in the drawing
of character, in power and skill and
fidelity to nature. He says of some of
her portraits:

“In both instances she dresses her
puppets suitably and moves them
about in an ample and statefully col-
ored scene. These dolls walk and
talk; in contrast with the handiwork
of. inferior artists they seem to' live
and breathe—for never, it niust he
admitted, has the novel of .sheer pur-
pose been so deftly managed as by

Airs. Ward; but put them oyer against
Dorothea, Rosamond, Gwendolen, or
even against GrandcoUrt, Tito, and
Lydgate.-and they are only marionettes
skillfttljy twitched through the moral
show which Mrs. Ward is bent on ex-
hibiting to a public that suffereth long
and is kind.”

He nuts Miss Evans above her alike
,in the novel's true vocation, and in
the far deeper realization of charac-
ters; her superiority is no less mark-

I have a “find” here. It’s a thing to
delight an antiquary. While it is not
old. as age would go in China, for
instance, it is for America and the
young American significant of the past
jnd full of historic suggestions.

It is a copy of the Maryland Jour-
nal and Baltimore Advertiser, “Con-
taining the freshest Advices, both
Foreign and Domestic.” The date is
Friday, August* 20, 1773, Vol. 1, Num-
ber 1.

We are moving away from
“The glory that was Greece,

The grandeur that was Rome."

Mr. Goddard, editor of the Journal
and Advertiser, has as his motto, that

of the Province of Maryland, “Crescite
et Multiplicamini,” besides a line
quoted from Horace. Imagine an edi-
tor of today coming before the public
with his front page bristling with
Latin.

* * *

Mr. Goddard’s Salutatory is charm-
ing. It is full of a candor and naivete
that interest one in behalf of his un-
dertaking, and I. for one, would he
delighted to know something of the
gentleman’s later history.

1 am not employing Tlie News and

Observer as an advertising medium,

but it would come as a great favor if
Dr. Kingsbury or some other student
of men and things should notice this

article and thereby he induced to
give me further information con-
cerning Mr. Goddard and his paper.

Those were troublous times when
he launched his editorial boat. Did

it live on through \ie war with the
mother country? I see that he was
a prudent man and purposed taking

no side with revolutionists just. then.

Did he adhere to this plan? He says:
“I shall always publish with pleas-

ure whatever is sent me in favour

of Liberty, and the Rights of Man-

kind. provided the Language is decent
and compatible with good Govern-
ment; but I am resolved that my Pa-
per shall be free and of no Party.”

Did he hold to this resolution after
the Mecklenburg men had their say?

After the Concord men had fired tin*

gun heard round the world? and af-
ter the provinces, through their rep-
resentatives in Philadelphia, had de-
clared themselves free and independ-
ent?

Mr. Goddard, in spite of his an-
nouncement that his paper should be

of no party, must have been inclined
to the Royalists at this time —a time
when the dissension between th<'

colonies and the home government

had reached the point of aggravated
soreness. We find the following sent
by “A Friend.”

A Poetical Chronology.
Os crowned depravity—the spurious

cause! (James!.)

Os fatal zeal, infringing sacred laws;
(Char. 1)

Os usurpation—yet completely great,

Which rose to shine, and rule. the

ruined state
Who, from a captain, governed like

a King,
Made Spain to tremble. Franco her

present bring., (Cromwell.)

Os barren indolence, and fruitful vice!
(Chas. ID

Os papal tyranny and cowardice
Who did to France and priests the

laws betray
And from a crown and sceptre stole

away. (James II.)
llow subjects dared with their su-

preme contend
And their loved laws and liberties de-

fend! (Revolution >.

What meekness, merit, majesty pos-
sessed.

What poison’d shafts pierced her un-
guarded breast. (Q. Anne.)

Why right established justified a

claim. (Geo. I.)

Why more than Hero dignified a
fame. (Geo. II.)

With noble sentiments lie mounts the
throne.

Subduer his foes and makes the world

his own. (Geo. III.)

ed in drama, in passion and above all
in humor.” But perhaps a later ex-
amination and an appeal to her three
or four supposed best novels, would
cause some change in Mr. Copeland's
estimate. While I abominate the
spirit and purpose of some of her
stories—in fact of nearly all she has
written—if I may judge from what
critics have said of plot, motive, char-
acters, morals, incidents, etc. —I can
not fail to see distinguished gifts, and
to recognize her as a writer of high

accomplishments, while not regarding
her as a master like “George Eliot,"

surely is in diction, style and dramatic,

vigor.

Cities are like some men, hard to
believe and to understand. It is known
that the very destructive yellow fever

at New Orleans could have been pre-

vented. It appears that it is all
caused by (he absolute indifference
of her citizens who when urged by
the health officers t<> light the mosqui-

toes and “clean up” the town, still
went on their way rejoicing that ig-
norance was bliss. It is too late to
lock the stable door after the horse
has been New Orleans had
had many dreadful and bitter experi-

ences with the yellow fever plague,
and should have known better than
to dally and slumber. Perhaps the
fever has reached its worst, and will
gradually abate its volume. But. it la
probably doubtful if the fever will he
extripated before the needed cold
weather. Possibly, however, pluck,
energy and science may shorten the
lime of destruction and human suf-
fering.

As Tom Dixon is my personal
friend, ahd I have not read his last
novel, “The Clansman," let me men-
tion that his New York publishers
state that its sale has nearly reached
its 100th thousand. It is still selling
well and being much “cussed" by
“Yankeedoodledom.

I don’t know how his last book on
city and country life sells. His re-
cent article on the Negro Question i
very striking and interesting. » He
penetrates the secret, perceives the
danger, writes with prophetic spirit
and with marked candor and tells the
truth.

Wilmington, N. C.

—HERE AND THEREEEE
:: ::: By Mrs. Metta Folger Townsend. ::::::

May he still flourish, may lie nobly
shine;

Nor North wind blast, or Fox corrupt
the vine;

So sing, historic muse, in boldest lays, j
Nor critic censure fear, nor covet

praise. (Geo. III.)
* * *

Say* Mr. Goddarjd: “The great Dif-
ficulty and experience of Speedily ob-
taining a proper Assortment of Print-
in"" Materials, an inadequate Number j
of Subscribers to defray the charge
of printing a weekly News-Paper, j
added to several unfortunate Events
which have happened to me, have j
been the Reasons why the Maryland
Journal and Baltimore Advertiser, so
long expected, hath not before made
its appearance. This, 1 (latter myself,
will be considered an ample Apology,
in the Minds of the Candid, for the
long delay in publishing it.” (Has,
the word “candid" altogether lost the j
meaning which it had here?)

Explaining the delay further, he I
says:

"I was aware when it was first pro-i
posed to me to undertake a News-
Paper in this Town, that although il
possessed many Advantages in Point |
of Situation, yet it was impracticable!
to print such h one as would suit this j
Part of the Country, without estab-j
fishing q Rider from Baltimore to!
Philadelphia, to set out from the last j
mentioned Place early on Monday
morning, and to arrive here on T’uos- j
day Evening, whereby 1 should re-
ceive the Massachusetts, Connecticut, j
New York. Pennsylvania, and some- .
times the British and Irish Papers, and
be enabled to publish the Journal with
the freshest Advices, deliver it to the i
Customers in Town and forward it
to Annapolis and the lower Counties
on Thursday Morning * * be-
fore the King’s Post.” (The words
here are so worn you are not sure of
a few of them.)

In this day of rapid transit, of 10-j
comotives, automobiles, telegraph and j
telephone communication we can i
hardly realize the conditions existing!
a century ago, A hundred years
hence perhaps men will be flying
through space either winged or in
ships and our great grandsons will
look back on our modes of progress
as being cumbrous and antiquated.

In those days the editor had no
press despatches, no conveniences for j
transportating material and paper,!

but his difficulties were not all of the 1
Sort that passes as modern j
smoothes the way for us. Herd ’s the

touch of nature which should make
the whole world of editors akin:

“I must now earnestly entreat the |
immediate Assistance of every .Sub-
scriber, in advancing the Entrance
Money agreeable to Contract; without
which the Life of this Paper will be
but of very short Duration. All who
wish well to the Institution, I am per-
suaded. will cheerfully comply with
my request, without Delay*—and I
hope they will dispense with a per \
sonal Application, which were it j
practicable, would he very painful,
and send the money to the Printing
Office!”

* * *

Air. Goddard goes on to say: “The
Paper shall be published avery Thurs-
day (unless another Day should prove
more agreeable to the Customers),
and shall contain not. only the Public j
News, which’l slmlt collect and com-
pile with the greatest Care, but on
Failure of Anecdotes of that Sort, I
will supply the Room with such moral
Pieces, from the best Writers, as will
conduce most to inculcate good Prin-
ciples and humane Behaviour, and
now and then with'Pieces <d' Wit and
Humour, that tend both to amuse and
instruct.”

(Sec there, now! If Mr. Goddard
and 1 had happened t<« be contempo-
raries he would have been delighted
with my “moral Pieces” even if he
had not been able to find any Wit or
Humour in my lighter Pieces.)
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North Carolina Teachers:
As the public schools arc now opening the question of books
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Greensboro Life Insurance ('ontitany,

I
Greensboro, C.:

Gentlemen:
Enclosed you will (in ] a, remittance for the full annual premium on my policy in your company,

anti with it I wish to send my congratulations upon the extraordinary record of the company during
the first month of its life.

I have taken out this {toliey for three reasons:
I. Because I believe in the substantial business men who are backing' the company.
2. Been use I like the form of the Income Indemnity Policy.

o. Because I desire very much to encourage, so far as I am able (o do so, the building tip of >.

strong insurance companies in North Carolina, in order that we may semi less of om eanital through in-

surance companies to Iniild up other sections of the country instead of our own.
Very truly yours.

(Signed) <ll AliiJOS D. MelVEIL

“EVERYBODY ADMIRES A WINNER”
The policies issued by the GREENSBORO 1,1110 INSURANCE COMPANY ttppeal to and are

bought by intelligent and far-seeing people. This is why tin* business of tin* company is growing at the
rate of more than $100,000.00 a week. Since beginning busbies* —on July 22m1, or seven weeks ago—-

tlii‘ company has written an aggregate of more than

I
$800,000.00 RAID FOR LIFE INSURANCE

OUR RECORD Registration |||

U
Clause

End of First Week, over $200,000.00 0,1 ~ie ilxvv «* ever> is-

sued by this Company the In-

End of Second Week,, over $300,000.00 || surance Commissioner of the |
State of North Carolina certifies.

End of Third Week, over $400,000.00 11 over the seal of Ids Department, |

»End of Fourth Week, over $500,000.00 \
* “THIS POLICY IS 11EGIS-

End of Fifkh Week, over $600,000.00 [ tfred and secured by

J PLEDGE OF BONDS, STOCKS

End of Sixth Week, over $700,000.00 ™

' 2 PROVIDED BY LAW.”
End of Seventh Week, j

ONE MILLIONDOLLARS

If our Income Indemnity policies wore not the best and most liberal ever sold in North Carolina,
we could nut have made this record —a record never approached by any other company. The people

0 appreciate and endorse a home insurance company conducted on the plan of Hie GREENSBORO LIFE.

|| Remember— WE WANT MEN.

Watch for Our Advertisement Next Sunday .

| Greensboro Life Insurance Company
Greensboro, N. C.

Capital, $100,000.00. Surplus, $25,000.00. J
¦¦¦„; - ,: ,

J. L. O’QUINN & CO
Florist

RALEIGH. NORTH CAROLINA.
We Give Southern Trading Stamps
Carnations, Roses atid Violets, our

specialty. Bouquets and floral decor-
ations arranged in the best style at
short notice. Palms, Ferns and win-
ter blooming plants for the house.
Fall Bulbs. Hyacinths, Narcissus,
Tulips, etc. Rose bushes, shrubbery,
evergreens and shade trees. Veget-
able plants in season.

I

JUST a MOMENT

We do not expect to tell
you all the good qualities

and points of our

ROYAL
ELASTIC
FELT
MATTRESS

in just a moment, but
what we would like to do
is to secure your attention
long enough to impress
upon you the importonce
of buying the BEST
MATTRESS made.
Remember, you have 30
days trial, and if not sat-
isfactory return to us.
If not sold by local dealer
order direct from us.
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Royall & Borden
Sole Manufacturers
GOLDSBORO, N. C.

TANNER PAINT AND OIL COMPANY
j Manufacturers of PAINTS. GUINDKHK OF LEAD and Color In Oil. Full

i line of Brushes and all Painters’ Sup plies.

BOX iao. RICHMOND, VA. j
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