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Leads ail JNorth Carolina Bailies in iMews and Gireuilation
BACK TO HIS CELL

10 AWAIT TRIAL
Mathews Listens Stolidly

to the Evidence.
T

HORRIBLE STORY TOLD

As the Witnesses Give Their Testimony
Mathews Shows No Emotion Save

That Revealed by the Perspira-

tion That Gathers in Beads

on His Brow.

(Special to News and Observer.)
Greensboro, N. C\, Dec. 5. —At two

o'clock today after hearing for four
hours evidence of witness for the
prosecution, Mayor Murphy, in the
case of Dr. J. B. Matthews, charged
with wife murder remanded him to
jail to await the action of the grand
jury at next week's term of Superior
court.

The defendant introduced no evi-
dence. seeming totally indifferent to
the proceedings having nothing to
say <>r suggest to his counsel, speak-
ing once or twice to his -father be-
side him and frequently wiping with
his gloved hand beads of perspiration
from his brow.

Doctors Farrar, Turner and Brooks,
who reached the house at eleven
o’clock and remained all day, stated
that Mrs. Mathews was suffering from
an over-dose of morphine, and that
Dr. Mathews’ explanation that she
had taken strychnine was bound to
ho untrue; that they had nearly re-
stored her to consciousness when at
five o'clock they caught Dr. Mathews
with a syringe in his hand under the
coverlet in the act of injecting some-
thing which proved to be strychnine;
that in twenty minutes she showed
every svmptom of this poison, dying
in two hours.

Dr. Brooks said this was the im-
mediate cause of death, hut she
would have died anyway, while Drs.
Farrar and Turner declare it was the
strychnine thariUllcd her.

All told of efforts of Mathews dur-
ing the afternoon when his wife was
thought to be recovering to get them
out of the room on one pretext or
another, the last time pretending to
he praying. < •

Dr. Turner described Dr. Mathews’
actions as those of a man in full pos-
session of his mental faculties, having
in his opinion, taken sufficient drug

to nerve him to a desperate deed.
He said Mathews held several private

interviews with him. making propo-
sals even after his wife’s death, as to

certificate of death from heart dis-
ease and no mention of other circum-
stances. which they all spurned; that
after her death the doctors told
Mathews* father and brother he
should he locked up as he was in
a mood to kill not only himself, hdt
ot hers.

I >r. Mathews said that he came
home Thursday night from Durham, \
•nd going into the hath room hung

his coat on the rack. In the pocket
was a vial of 100 strychnine tablets.
Ifis wife, when he came out of the
hath room was in the act of swallow-
ing part of them, at least fifty.
Within a few minutes she was suffer-
ing so he began, giving morphine as
an antidote. From eleven o’clock that
.might until Captain Gipman came

n< x( morning, he had sat by her and
then neighbors had sent for doctors.
He said that she was despondent be-
muse her people and his, she thought,

hated her.
*

Testimony in Detail.
The court house was crowded t<> its

utmost capacity this morning when
Mayor Murphy began the investiga-

tion of tiie charge of wife murder
against Dr. J. B. Mathews. The pris-

oner was in better plight than ye- tet -

day. By his side sat his father and
his brother from Durham, his coun-
sel, Major Guthrie and Mr. A W.
Cooke. He looked straight ahead
during the whole terrible ordeal of

listening to the most revolting and in-

credible portrayal of his actions dur-
ing that fateful Friday of last week.

Xevei have more eminent or more
reputable witnesses been called upon
to tell of a more desperate and crimi-
nal tragedy than was told tnis morn-
ing and this afternoon. During it all
Mathews sat, looking straight ahead,
once in a while speaking aside to his
father, and often rubbing his kid
gloved hands over his brow on which
clustered great beads of perspiration,
lie never spoke to his lawyers or
noticed them, sitting bolt upright be-
hind them, while they plied the phy-
sicians and other witnesses with ques-
tions on cross examination.

The Story of Gipman.

The revelations today were worse j
than had been previously told or be-
lieved. The Pullman car conductor,
who runs between Richmond and
Greensboro and Raleigh, Captain Ja -
’J’. Gipman, of Richmond, was the
first witness, tilling of having called
at the Mathews residence at 9:30 on
Friday morning, being intimate with
the family. Doctor Mathews, in a
staggering condition met him at the
door and asked him in the parlor. He
first began to talk about his wife's not
being liked by his people or her peo-
ple whom she felt hated her. He then
began to talk about not having slept
any in three nights, and was very ex-
cited.

“He wanted t<> talk about family
troubles until I told him to stop and
not to do so now or at any time with
me. Then he said his wife was up
stairs then very sick, having taken
50 30-100 grains strychnine the night
before to kill herself, but he had been
working on her since eleven o’clock
the night before and thought he had

(gotten her over it.
“l was horrified and suggested that

she have another physician but he
said no, she was doing very well then.
Then he excused himself and said he
wouid go up stairs and give her some
medicine. I asked to he allowed to
go and see it l could he ot any as-
sistance, hut he said she was not in a
condition to see company.

"He left and while he was out the
door hell rang. 1 went to the door,

and in the passage I heard his wife
breathing so loudly up stairs 1 went
up there. The door was half open and
1 saw Dr. Mathews before the dresser
preparing a hypodermic, it appearing
to me that he was using it on himself.
J went to the door, he waved me hack,
saying his wife was in no .condition to
see company. He came to the door,

| hut 1 pushed on in, went to the bed,
saw that the woman was apparently
dead except for her hoarse breathing,
and I went immediately down stairs,
sent the little boy for Mrs. Hay, tele-
phoned for physicians, and as soon as
Alls. Hay came went to look for phy-
sicians myself, the little boy going
also.

"While we had Doctors Brooks and
Farrar present Mathews was almost
helpless from use of drugs. I had
never seen him that way hut once be-
fore when I dined there and his little
hoy called attention to ’father’s being!
doped' at the dinner table and I saw
he was had off. His sister. Mrs. Nick
Gorman, of Manchester, about three
months ago asked me about his using

j morphine, and that was about the
(first time I had heard of his being

I habitually that way.
j “When he met me at the door I

I had to lead him to the parlor he was
iso drunk, and helpless. He insisted
I oil telling about his family trouble-
! before he ever told me of his wife’s
i illness and that he had about gotten

her over it. When Doctors Farrar and
Brooks arrived he went over the same
story, about her taking strychnine
that he had told me.’’

Mrs May’s Atoiy.

Mrs. A. M. May testified that little
! Ben rushed o'er to her house saying

1 his pa had given his ma an overdose of
j medicine and lie believed that sfoe was

i dying. "When I got in the room Math-
j ews was sitting on the bed beside his
| wife, with hynodermc syringe in his
j haruj. hut whether he had nut it in
her-jb” himself I could not tell. He
said he L>ad been workny on her since
ten ofcfcock the night before? and when
I said she ought to have another doc-
tor lie said it would do no good, she
was about "one. I rushed down stairs
horrified, because she seemed dead ex
cept for her hoarse breathing. I went

to the phone to try to hurry up the
doctors that others had gone for. i
went immediate!;* hack u>> stairs.
Mathews, said noticing could save her.
as she was then gone. Later, when
Drs. Brooks and Farrar had come and
given her medicine and she seemed
bettc r. Mathews asked us all to go out

so that he could have a few minutes of
silent prayer with his* dying wife. The
doctors went old, hut 1 would not'. He
insisted on mv gedng after the others
had gone, hut 1 said 1 was going to
stay. *lf you desire to pray let us both

I kneel by the bed and wo will pray to-

I gethor.’ He said. ‘Thai will never do
!as i am not accustomed to pray in

j public-’ I then said, ‘Your prayers

i would amount to nothing, as she is
about gone; and how can you pray
like you are?’ He was very angry with
me. Later h- su’d some ladies were
down stairs to see me. The doctors
had come hack so 1 went, and they said
they had not called for me. He would
try every possible way to get us ah

out of the room at one time, but I was
determined not to let that happen, as
I had seen too much.

P “Finally, while Dr. Farrar was
| standing before the table fixing a hy-

i podermie, he got on the bed with his
wife, pretendin'” to fee! her pulse. 1
watched him and nw h’m make some
kind of :• movement with his hand
under the cover. I was expecting he
was going to shoot her and said. ‘Oh.

you fiend, you can’t murder vour wif<

here right before me.’ He them sain
his pants were caught in the cover and

he was simpiv trying to straighten
them. Thee he said lie had spilled
some money oiy of his pocket, and
little Ben said. ‘Why, pa. I’ve got a
nickle you can have if you lost vours.'

“We made him get up and ho left
the room and Doctor Farrar searched
her careful l :’ to see ’f he 1 injected

anything, but* he could find no fresh
puncture in the arm. This was be-

tween three and four o'clock, about
an hour sifter b<‘ had tried to get mo
out of the room so he could pray, i

knew he was trviijg to do something

wrong, for as he got or the bed he
kept his eye on me, while at the same-
lime you could see he was trying to

do somethin" under the cover. This
was soon after the doctors had been
talking s * hopefully about her, being
so much better.

"The woman never spoke. She was.
unconscious all the time her eyes shut.

1 Mathews was in better condition in th*.
afternoon than in the morning when
lie was not himself at dll. He used to
he o’ r family doctor until about fom
month ¦ ago when I saw he was doping

so much
’

1 was afraid to risk him.’
l>r. KaiTar's Statement.

Dr. Farrar next gave the same evi-
bmeo. He also said that Mathews at

two different times had approached
him and endeavored to get him to say

it was heart failure that killed her,
asking him to make a certificate to

that effect to keen from injuring him

and his little, bty, as we!' as his wife's

tor utatinn. H- told. e r Mathews' ef-

forts to get them out of the room at

various times, and finally of the last
• jnio about fix o'clock, when his wife

.\as considered neatly out ol' danger,

he had been caught red-handed inject-
ing strychnine in her wrist, and of Dr.

Turner's grabbing the syringe out of

his hand. It had been plunged into
hpj- arm at the wrist, and it was the

immediate cause of death.
A ft*'|* examination of Doctors Turnet

.nil Brooks, whose testimony showed a
still more horrible condition of affairs,

p v Turner describing graphically the

scene when he caught Mathews the

];.time in the act of n.iocting sttyih-
nine into his wife’s arm at six o'clock,

the prosecution rested and at two

o'clock defendant’s counsel announced
they would introduce no evidence.
Mathews was remanded to jail without
bond.

The physicians all say she had had

an ovei dose of morphine, am 1 the last
injection of strychnine was the imme-

diate cause of her death.

APPLAUSE ECHOES
IN THE CAPITOL

The President’s Message
Read Before Congress.

PANAMA CANAL BILL

This Emergency Measure Will be Tak-

en Up Today. Claud Kitchin Takes

Oaih of Office. Resolution of

Sympathy for Russian

Jews Referred.
(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, D. Dec. s.—Presi-
dent Roosevelt’s message to Con-
gress received the attention of the
House for two and a half hours today.

! Its reading was listened to * with
j marked attention, and at its conclu-

! sion ihe document was applauded.

| Preliminary steps were taken toward
appropriating the needed emergency

funds for the Panama Canal and this
matter will be the business for to-
morrow.- Should unanimous con-
sent be refused for its consideration
a special rule of the committee on
rules will be availably which will
put the bill on its passage after a
limit period for discussion.

The House received and ordered
referred o one of the regular elec-
tion committee’s a protest from the
Fifth Congressional district of Illi-
nois'of stating that Anthony Michalek
who was yesterday sworn in as a
member of the House from that dis-
trict is not a citizen of the United
States. Upon motion of Mr. Gold-
fogle, of New York, a resolution was
read expressing the sympathy of the
American people for the distressed
Russian Jews, and asking the Presi-
dent to use his friendly’ offices with
the Russian government to prevent
a recurrence of the outrages. . The
resolution was ordered printed in the
Record and referred to the committee
on foreign affairs.

Representatives Humphries (Miss.)
and Claud Kitchin (N. C.) took the
oath of office.

Mr. Kepburn (To\va( was recog-
nized to ask unanimous consent for
the consideration tomorrow of the
bill making an appropriation of $16,/-
500.000 for work on the Panama
(’anal. Upon the statement of Mr.
Williams (Miss.) that he would ob-
ject today, hut might not tomorrow,
it was agreed that the request should
be made tomorrow.

The House adjourned as a mark of
.respect to the late Representative
Pinckney ,of Texas.

MESSAGE IN THE SENATE.

Eor Nearly Three Hours tin* Members

Follow Closely Its Reading.

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, D. C., Dec. s.—The
Senate was in session for almost three
hours today and gave practically all
of its time to listening to the reading
of the President’s message. There
was a large attendance of Senators,
and the galleries were filled most of
the time with representatives of the
cieueval public. The document re-
ceived close attention from both
classes, many Senators following the
reading from beginning to end with
printed copies in their hands.

The Senate adjourned until tomor-
row.

A NUMBER or BILLS.

Crunipaeker Moves a Mossy Idea of
llis Into New Fields.

(By the Associated Press-)
Washington, D. C„ Dec. s.—Among

the hills introduced today were:
By Representative Crumpacker

(Ind.), to protect foreigners in the
United States from lynchings. It pro-
vides Unit death or imprisonment
.shall be the punishment for three or
more persons lynching a subject of a
foreign power.

By Representative Webb (N. C.),
requiring all manufacturers of medi-
cine for inter-State shipment to lebul
is plainly on bottles or packages u.v.i
print plainly the ingredients.

By Representative Stanely (Ky).

two bills designed to permit tooaceo
growers to escape the internal revenue
tax. The first provides that no inter-
nal revenue tax shall be imposed on
tobacco in the natural leaf and the
second permits farmers and other to-
bacco growers to sell the natural leaf
without tax or charge. It also provides
that this leaf may be made into twist
tobacco without becoming subject to
the revenue laws.

By Representative Wiley (Ala.),

prohibiting the issuing of Uni ed
States liquor licenses to persons de-
siring to sell liquor in communities
where the sale of liquor is prohibited
by State or local laws.

By Representative Lamb. Ya.. ap-
propriating 8250,000 for the negro de-
velopment and exposition company

to he used in making an exhibit at
'the Jamestown Exposition showing
the progress of the negroes.

By Representative Sheppard. Tex.
appropriating $50,000 t<> enable th'
Secretary of Agriculture i<> continue
his investigatiton of the cotton boll
worn, cotton wilt diseases and root rot.

THE PRESIDENTS APPOINTEES

Among Them are Two Members of the
Cabinet.

Washington, Dec. s.—The President
today sent the following nominations
to the Senate:

Secretary of State—Elihu Root, of

[ New York.
Secretary of the Navy—Charles Jo-

se h Bert, at e, of Mary land.
United States Attorney—Lunsford

L. Lewis, Eastern District of Virginia;
Farish Carter Tate, Northern District
of Georgia.

Marshals —Pope M. Long. Northern
District of Alabama; James H. Jud-
kins, Middle District of Georgia;
Fran H. Tyree, Southern District of
WJest Virginia.

Interstate Commerce Commissioner
—Franklin Lane of California.

In addition to the above nomina-
tions all of the appointments made
since the Senate adjourned last March
were sent to the Senate.

HELD UP SIX MONTHS.

Licenses to Asheville Saloons Pending

Investigations Into Liquor Law
Viout lotus.

Asheville. X. C.. Dee. s.—lt >s stated
that pending an investigation of
charges of violation of the liquor law
the board of county commissioners has
deferred granting license to Asheville
saloons for the next six month, from
January 1, until July 1, 1906. The
board will meet in special session De-
cember 20 to pass finally upon the
matter.

This action of the board came as a
.surprise.

At a recent meeting of the hoard ol
aldermen, the applications presented
to that body w'th one or two excep-
tions, were favorably passed upon, hut
it is necessary also for a saloon keeper
to secure a license from the county
board, and heretofore the county hoard

has always acted very promptly in
this matter.

The petitions for license were pre-
sented yesterday.

Death of Mrs M. E. Taylor.

(Special to News and Observer.)
Oxford. X. C.. Dec. 5.—A message

has just been received here announc-
ing the death of Mrs. Mary Eliza Tay-

lor. wife of Dr. W. M. Taylor at her
home in Stovall at seven o'clock this
evening. Tjie deceased was the eldest
daughter ol Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Gregory and sister of Mrs. James B.

Pow ell, of < txford.

DODGED ED DEATH
Two Men Struck Down

and Instantly Killed.

Leaping Aside to Avoid a Freight They

Threw Themselves Squarely in

the Way ot a Passenger

Train.
(Special to News and Observer.)

Morgaiiiton, X. <’. Dee. s.—East-

bound passenger train, No. 30, ran
over and killed two men just after

pulling out from the station here tnis
morning. The unfortunates were Elisha
vVhisonhunt and Decatur Taylor, both
ot whom tecentiy moved here with
families from Glen Alpine to work in
the cotton mill.

They were Handing on the track
near the overhead bridge and had
just dodged a freight train, which
had gone on the side track, when toe
passenger train ran on them from
behind Whisenhunt was killed in-
stantly’ and Taylor died at one o'clock'.
Each leaves a widow and several chil-

dren.

BILLS BY MR. WILLIAMS.

\ Number of Measures Introduced by
Ilie Minority Leader.

(By the Associated Press.)

Washington, Dec. 4. Representa-
tive Williams, of Mississippi, the Dem-
ocratic leader today introduced several
bills among them the following:

To amend the Constitution so as to
authorize the imposition of an income
tax: providing that, all articles, the

produce and growth of the Phillippines
shall be admitted into the United
States free of import duty, and that

ali articles the product and growth of
the balance • r the United States shall
be admitted into the Phillipines free

off import duty.
Another Dili of Mr. Williams for-

bids any national bank or any corpor-
ation chartered by the Federal gov-

ernment or any corporation whatso-
ever engaged in whole or in part in
interstate commerce from making con-
tributions for the purpose of influenc-
ing the result of any political cam-
naign with the intent of influenc-
ing the course of legislation in Con-
gress, and State legislature or any
municipal government.

An indication is given of the proba-
ble course of the minority as to the
agitation in behalf of tariff revision
and of reciprocity by three other bills

introduced bv Mr. Williams today.
One of these is a house resolution

announcing that the House of Repre-

sentatives will view with pleasure the
’•(‘convening by the President of the
joint high commission for the purpose

of securing free trade relations be-

tween the United States and Canada.
Another bill proposes to establish a

minimum tariff of the United States.
It reclares the existing tariff sched-

ules to constitute the maximum tariff
of the United States and a reduction of
twentp per cent, from them or rates
equal to four fifths of the existing du-
ties to constitute the minimum tariff.

Another bill by Mr. Williams is to
'mend Section 16 of the Dingley act.
It forbids and common carrier or
transportation agency of any sort, in-
cluding express companies, from
transporting splritous, vinous or male

Honors into anv State or municipalitly
where the sale of ' r forbidden
when they arc carried c. o. d.

If men hod all tho mone -V they have
lost, there would he so much of it.
there wouldn’t he anv use of it.

A woman will always admit she

doesn't know’ as mm h as a man i! she

knows a lot more.

ROOSEVELT'S RATE
IDEAS APPLAUDED

Alleged Trade With Can-
non Commented On.

MEASURE BY THOMAS

He Introduces a Bill Declaring Private

Car Lines and Refrigerator Cars

Subject to Provisions and Pen-

alties of the Inter-State

Commission.

By THOMAS .1 PENCE.

Washington, D. C-, Dec. 5. Much
comment is directed to the President's

message by reason of its great length,

'the declaration in favor of railway

rate regulation and a noticeable fail-

ure to discuss tariff revision.
“Having abandoned his demand for

a revision of the tariff in order to

take up railway rate control, who
knows but the President will foysake
this cause in order to bring about a
revision of existing football regula-

tion?” was a question frequently heard
about the Capitol today.

There was much comment favor-
able to Mr. Roosevelt’s railway rate
position, and in this connection there
was a renewal of 11v talk of the trade
made with Speaker Cannon by which
the President sacrificed tariff revision
for railway rate legislation. The
story is that the tariff is not to be
tampered with and that in return,

Mr Cannon and the stand patters will
permit the administration measure to
go through the House.

The members of the North Carolina
delegation had no comment out of the
ordinary to make on the message.
The minority leader, John Sharpe Wil-
liams, speaking of it said: "I have
read only through the parts of the
message concerning railroad rates and
insurance, and I agree almost in .toto
with the President's expressions on the
railroad rate matter. In regard to
insurance matters, however, I do not
see how the President will make con-

j neetions, as to my mind the decision
of the Supreme Court of the United
States that insurance is not inter-State
traffic makes it impossible of Federal
control.”

Senator Morgan, of Alabama, ut-
tered a note of criticism as follows:
“The message is a mass of platitudes,
latitudes and the personal reflections
of our strenuous young President. He
gives us, as usual a more holy than
thou dissertation on uch subjects as

i he deems worthy of consideration, and
expects us or imagines that we will
accept them as gospel.”

The several cities in North Carolina
that indulge in the; hope of new pub-
lic buildings will disappointed to
learn that Speaker Cannon is opposed

to the passage of an omnibus public
building hill at this session. He so
expressed himself to a Southern mem-
ber tqday. Last year there was no

! public building measure and Mr Can-
j non will have to overcome very strong
(pressure. This talk of economy in-
(dulged in by the Speaker is always
j heard at the beginning of a session of
Congress. It will not be long until it

I is forgotten.
The President to the Senate today

the nomination of Pendleton King of
Guilford to he consul at Aix la Chap-

j elle and a!! the recess appointments of
j Tar Heel post masters.

Only on was not inoluded v that of
J. C. B. Morton, of Morehead City,

who is being fought by the Republi-
can State organization.

Marriage license was issued today
to Hugh L. Matthews, of Washing-
ton and Miss Eleanor K. Carr, of Tar-
boro.

Senator o£ South Carolina,
said: ‘The President’s utterances in-
dicate that he is endeavoring to nla-
eate the railroad's and the opposition
>n the Republican party. Last year
he said lie wanted the regulation of
ra.tes to go into effect
now he says within a reasonable
length of time. All this gives opportu-
nity for loon holes hv which the rail- i
roads can delay things by resorting
to Federal injunctions. The President
seems to he weakening.

For a Daily Gin tiers* Report.

Oirector North, of the Census Bu-
reau went on record today in favor
of Representative Webb’s measure
looking to the publication of a daily
report of the cotton ginned by the
ginners in the South. This measure,
which Mr. Webb has already intro-
duced, has the endorsement of lead-
ing members of the American cotton
Manufacturers’ Association, and it is
their belief that it will prevent vio-
lent fluctuations of cotton prices and
result in a steady and stable market.
Mr. Webb discussed his proposition!
with Mr. North todav for more than
an hour, and that official took the
view that if Congress authorized daily
cotton gin reports, it would be almost
impossible to unset the market, so

as to result in violent changes of mar-
ket prices. Mr. North told Mr. Webb
that ne could at the present time get

out a report every other day ,for 6 days

prior to the semi-monthly report is-

sued by the census bureau end that he
is strongly tempted to do so. Ihe

Director of the Census has ,the mat-
ter under consideration, and he may

decide to get out the twelve report*

ach month, detailing the amount of
cotton actually ginned, and as reported

by the government inspectors.

Prince Cupids Hue Bothers Em.

Prince Cupid, the delegate from
Haw ai in Congress is a dark mulatto j
in appearance. In the drawing of

seats yesterday the hlark man was
called out among the first, and he

lost no time in making for distinguish- .

ed company. Ex-Speaker Warren G.
iveiter and Secreno Payne, Republican
floor leaders had been given choice
of seats by unanimous consent. Jim
Tavvney, the Republican whip was all
so seated in this distinguished com-
pany. The Prince first went by Mr.
Payne, and after hesitating passed

• •v*r to Mr. Tnvnn' *Te ha’ a doubt-
ful look on his face and as he
quickly recognized Gen. Keifer, pass-
ed over to take a seat by him. There
was a laugh on the part of the Demo-
crats as tho b'ack man sat down by

the aged Ohian for it was tjie vener-
able Ex-Speaker, who declared that
ho shall introduce a hill looking to the
reduction of Southern representa

tion in Congress. Later the colored
Prince gave his seat to John Dalzell
and Gen. Keifer looked relieved. Up

to the present time Keifer and Cruin-
peeker have not broken out on this

sectional question.

I/Hiks for a llearst Majority.

1 Max Ihmsen. political general man-
ager for W. R. Hearst, who had
charge of the mavorality campaign in
New York for the municipal owner-
ship advocate is here and predicts
the recount will show that mayor Mc-
Clellan was defeated. “If the change
in the vote as disclosed last Friday
eontiues” said Mr. Ihmsen today, “Mr.
Hearst will have a majority’ of from
10,000 to 12,000. I am confident that
when all the votes are counted the sit-
uation will he just as I have predict-

ed.”
Important Bill By Thomas.

An important hill was introduced
today by Representative Thomas de-
claring all private car lines and refrig-

erator cars to he common carriers and
subject to all the provisions and pen-
alties of the Interstate Commerce
Commission and ’authorizing the In-
terstate Commerce Commission to fix
reasonable rates and charges for re-
frigeration, icing and other facilities
connected with the transportation of
freight by refrigerator cars. In the
e\’ent of a failure to furnish the prop-
er number of cars or facilities for
transportation or to comply with the
Commissions orders as to reasonable
rates the bill provides that private car
lines he subjected to penalties.

Mr. Thomas also introduced a reso-
lution which was referred to the Ways
and Means Committee, requesting the
President to* no’gotiate a treaty of re-
ciprocity with Canada b.v means of
which the Canadian duty’ or tariff may
be removed from the fruits and ber-
ries transported into Canada. Both
these bills are in the interest of the
truckers and fruit growers of eastern
North Carolina,

Other hills introduced by’ tho Rep-
resentative from the third district was
one granting the privilege to weekly
newspapers, whether* printed in the
county or not, of free circulation in
the mails: and another to pav war
claims of First /Baptist church of
New Bern and other war claims: also
hill to increase the pension of Jesse
Ha rrison.

The members of the North Carolina
delegation are not accompanied by
their wives.but nearly all of them are
preparing to brine - their families after
the Christrrfas holidays. Mrs. Overman
fs here with the Senator and Mrs.
Simmons arrived today.

The postoffice at Stocksville, Bun-
combe county has been discontinued.
Mail goes to Morgan Hill.

BIG REAL ESTATE DEAL.

Some Insurance Agents Seem to l>e on
the Anxious Seat.

(Special to News and Observer.)

Asheville. N. C.. Dee. s.—The Blue
j Ridge National Bank has
from Foster A. Sondlev a large foui
story brick building at the corner of
Patton avenue and Church^street, the
consideration being $37,000. Although
no change will he made within a
year the building will eventually be-
come the homo of the hank, which is
now located on Pact.-. Square.

F. A- Send ley has purchased from
Mrs. T. E. Milliard a lot on the cornet
of West College and Haywood streets.
It ; s understood that Mr. Sondle.v in
tends to erect on this lot a large mod-
ern business building.

Since it has become known that
many holders of insurance policies in
this city have been sending proxies to
Thomas W. Lawson, of Bosfon, to he
voted at an election of directors for
the large insurance companies some
insurance agents seem to he on the
anxious seat.

A number cf proxies have been sent
Lawson from this city and it is said
that more will he placed in his hands.

TO THE SUPREME COURT

The < >yp of the GMliluiul's \\ ill lie I
Taken Up.

(Special to News and Observer.)
Asheville, N. Dec. 5.—It was

officially stated today that as a result
of the petition signed by a number of
citizens of Avery’s Creek township re.
(Inesting that the county hoard of ed-
ucation make an effort to unset the
recent desldon by which the children
of Robert Gilliland have been permit-
ted to enter the white sehoo's of the
county, the hoard will carry the man-
damus suit before the Supreme Court.

A STRIKE AT ROME

Not in the Laud of Music and Muc-
croni but Down In Stanton’s own

Territory.

(By the Associated Press.)
Rome Ga., Dec. s.—The printers in

the offices qf tne Rome Trtbune, the
Rome Publishing Company, the Even-
ing Herald and T. E. Clements job i
office walked out today because of the
failure of these concerns to sign the
eight hour agreement. The existing
contract with the printers would have
expired December 31. hut when tiie
men learned that the unintentional
contract would not be signed all walk-
ed out. But one union shoo remains
and it is not known whether this will
continue union or not.

Three Hurt in Crash

(By the Associated Press.)
Bristol Va., Dec. 4.—A switch en-

gine of the Norfolk and Western rail-
road collided with a street car here
tonight shortly after 9 o’clock, de-
molishing the car .and injuring seri-
ously three passengers.

TNOUSANuV i%iiD
TO CLOSE-MOUTHS

Threats Against the Mu-
tual Reserve Life.

STORY OF ELDREDGE

Charges Reflecting on the Management

of Himself and President Burnham.

Fifteen Thousand Paid to Mc-

Donald, Who Stirred Up the

Policy-Holders

(By the Associated Press.)
New York, Dec. 5. —Instances in

which the Mutual Reserve Life In-

surance Company paid an aggregate
of about $20,000 in what Vice-presi-
dent George D. Eldredge of that com-
pany called “hold ups” were related
t*o the life (insurance investigating

committee by Mr. Eldredge today. In

one case, in 1898, Mr. Eldredge testi-
fied, the company paid $15,000 to
John McDonald, a Philadelphia law-
yer, who had been active in organiz-
ing the policy holders of the Mutual
Reserve Life Insurance Company into
at movement which charged President
Frederick A. Burnham of that com-
pany with mismanagement and de-
manded his removal. The charges
also reflected upon Mr. Eldredge’s
management as vice-itfedident, and
threat was made to ask for the ap-
pointment of a receiver for the com-
pany.

Engaged in this movement of the
policy holders also was J. S. Hof-
fecker, former auditor of the com-
pany, who had been dismissed or who
has resigned Before leaving the
company Hoffecker informed Presi-
dent Burnham that he resigned be-
cause their ideas as to common hon-
esty differed so much, and because
he knew of so many questionable
transactions of which President
Burnham had approved. Mr. Eld-
redge declared that Hoffecker was
not dismissed until he had demanded
an increase in salary *froin $35 to
SIOO a week and especially had said
it was safer for the company to keep
him than to let him go, in view of
what he knew about the company.
Another instance of a hold up, Mr.
Eldredge said, was in 1890, when
Max Behler, a so-called examiner of
the lowa Insurance Department, came
to New York with his son as an as-
sistant, examined the Mutual Re-
serve Life Insurance Company and
presented to it a bill for $4 89 for the
examination. Itather than pay the
bill the company withdrew Its busi-
ness from Iowa; but a little later
paid the bill and another of $3lO to
Max "Behler for a verification of his
previous examination in order to get
permission again to do business In
lowa.

$3,500 ns Illegal Fees.
Mr. Eldredge told about how he

tried to secure a license for his com-
pany to do business in Missouri in
1898, and found that it would have
to employ W. H. Phelps, an attarney
before it could do so. Phelps got the
license for the company in three days
and was paid $3,500 as “illegal fees,”
Mr. Eldredge said:

Mr. Eldredge testified also that he
was certain there, was no truth in
the statement made to a Canadian
investing committee by James D.
Wells, former vice-president of the
Mutual Reserve, that President Burn-
ham of that company had told Wells
he had to raise $40,000 to pay to the
New York Insurance Department in
1899, when Louis F. Payn was sup-
erintendent of the insurance.

The witness had previously stated
that a portion of a report made by

Isaac Vanderpool, an examiner of the
New York Insurance Department,

after an examination in 1899 was
eliminated after a hearing before the
insurance department and before ir.
was placed on file. The part struck
out recommended that the committee
he not allowed to call its lease of its
home office an asset and include it in
its surplus. Mr. Eldredge declared
that the Mutual Reserve Company
paid no money to the New York State
Department in 1899, except for tho
examination.

THOMAS ALLEN PARDONED.

White Man of Wake Gets Out Four
Months Ahead of Time.

A pardon was issued yesterday by
the Governor to Thomas Alien, a
white man of this county, who in
March last was sentenced to a year

on the roads for fornication and adul-
tery. The pardon was recommended
by the solicitor of this district, and
by the, physician, as there was doubt
of the' man’s guilt and his health is
bad. The pardon is a conditional
one, to be valid if his behavior is good.

NATIONAL DINNERS REPORT

This Gives 9,623.000 Bales as the
Yield of the Season.

Dallas, Texas. Dec. 4.—The report

of the National dinners Association
on this year’sc cotton crop, was made
public ait noon today. The report
gives 9.623,000 bales, as the season's
yield.

President J. A. Taylor says he has
allowed two per cent, for an under
estimate. '

When a shiftless man dies it re-
lieves his wife of much' responsibility.

Some folks make a specialty
constructing molehills out of morn
tains.


