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THE COLLEGE AND THE DENOMI-
NATION.

The Influence of Wake Forest* on the Baptist Denomina-

tion.
By PROF. E. W. SYKE&, PH. I).

By E. W. Sikes, Ph. D.

A college is a public institution that
influences the whole State. It Helps to
shape the social ideals of a commun-
ity, Its influence is far-reaching and
subtle. It has an indirect influence
on other denominations and other in-
stitutions. All kinds of schools are
more or less related, and none can es-
cape the ,influence of the other. But

Wake Forest has a direct influence pn
the organized life of the Baptist peo-
ple of North Carolina. This influence
is seen at least in four directions-

Denominational Unity.
It was hard for Baptists to unite. It

took twenty years of effort to organize
the Baptist State Convention and even
then five years afterwards came the
secession of the anti-missionaries. But
since Wake Forest began its work
there has ben no secession or serious
division among Baptist people. True,
they have had their differences, they

have still preserved their ancient de-
mocracy, but they have remained uni-
ted also. Each church has preserved
its own self-government, and yet when
it has looked out on the State and the
world and seen "so much to do so lit-
tle done” it has joined in that unity
that giveth strength.

And how has the college effected
this?

In the first place it was the first

Trinity, a Chapel Hill, an A. and M.
and a Wake Forest spirit. It has been
a great help toward the unification
of the Baptist denomination to have
so many men of the same spirit.

Hundreds of boys have been brought
together in friendships that have gone
on through life. One may be a preach-
er in the West, the other a lawyer In
the East, but the cord of early love
binds them together and thus on the
loom of college life is woven the warp
and woof of denominatiohal unity.

Strength of the Ministry.
No movement is stronger than its

leaders. No denomination is more
(powerful than its ministers. The

I growth and stability of a. denomination
I has depended upon its ministers. The
Papacy became powerful because
strong men were made Popes. The

! Episcopal church, despite the fact
that its ministry in the American Rev-
olution were in large measure Tories,
has had a powerful influence in Amer-
ica because its ‘ministry was well-
trained. Those denominations that do
not train their ministers decline.

In the decade between 1820-30 there
came into North Carolina some young
men we:! trained: Samuel Wait came
from Columbia as did Jno. Armstrong,
Thomas Meredith was fresh from the

; University of Pennsylvania: Patrick j
Dowd had been to Columbia: George !
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born child of the convention. It was
the first real tangible enterprise un-
dertaken by the Baptist people. For
a long time it was the one spot ih
North Carolina that belonged to all
the Baptist people. Till the founding
of the Orphanage and the Baptist Uni-
versity it remained the only,spot in
the State that was the property of all
the people. It was an enterprise that
demanded united support. It gave the

denomination something definite to do.
It is hard to hold People together when
there is nothing to be done. The Bap-
tist State Convention of 1836 called
the school “the beloved object of our
watch-care.”

The first brick building was erected:
money was borrowed: a debt was
made. This debt was hard to pay,
but men made sacrifices and paid it.
No man made more than Samuel Wait,

but it taught him t love the spot

which he always called “that sacred
ground.” Chas. E. Skinner and General
Alfred Dockery and a host of others

Hufham and Aaron Spivey were grad-

uates of the State University. These

men saw the need in North Carolina.
They wanted to build churches in

North Carolina. To do it they needed

a strong ministry. They said so; they
openly declared that young men called
of God to preach must be educated.
From some of the older ministers, they
met with opposition, but they persist-
ed. There men were largely

#
instrumen-

tal in founding the school for this
purpose. Samuel Wait became its
principal, John Armstrong the first

professor of Aneicnt Languages and

W. Meredith was elected professor of

Mathematics.
Wait and Armstrong canvassed the

State while Meredith founded the Re-

corder. which, in those early days,

was the champion of education.
In the seventy-two years of its work

the college has sent out many hun-

dred ministers. Doubtless there is not

a town or county in the State but

>vhat has heard the voice of her sons.

Today the State convention is a re-
union of her sons. John L. Prichard
was found a young man down in the

Albemarle region. He tills a martyr s
grave in Wilmington. ;t shepherd too

devoted to leave his flock when the
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The Newly Elected President of the

Baptist State Convention.

put their treasure there and there
their hearts were also. Men like
Wait. Pritchard, Mitchell. Purefoy and
Wingate told the story of the institu-
tion and appealed for help, and their
story touched the purse-strings and
heart-strings of their hearers. All these
influences tended to create the tie that
binds.

Again, it brought together in one
place the young men who were to be
ministers to the denomination. They
sat at the feft of the same instruc-
tors; they met in the recitation rooms,
in society halls, in the library and in
the campus; they were all stamped
with the same influence; not only did
they learn to know each other, but
to take one general view-point; they

all passed through the same mould.
Every institution has its ideals; no
two colleges are alike. There is a Yale
spirit, a Harvard and a Princeton
spirit; so in our own State there is a

B
U
Y
I

?

REV. It. ID MARSH. D. D.,
Retiring President of the Baptist State Convention.

dread terror —yellow fever —came; in
the centre of the State another Pritch-
ard was found whose matchless ora-
tory swayed the multitude; in South
Carolina it found the sweet-spirited
Wingate the mellowness of whose life
was poured into the entire ministry.
In Duplin was found the keen-witted
Hufham who became “The Old Man
Eloquent.” There is Yates and his
missionaries, Dixon and the evangel-

ist, and a host of others. llow the
names come trooping Home at the
slightest summons. It is like the “roll-
call of saints." For every strong min-
ister in any other denomination the
Baptists can place one by his side.
Not only have they been strong men,
but there have been many of them.
When Arkansas was divided and the
denomination’s work was dragging,
they came to North Carolina and took
Dove from Wadesboro. Atlanta, the
queen city of the South, has summoned
White, Broughton am: Millard to help
save that city.

A few months ago when represen-
tatives from all parts of the United
States met to form a National Baptist
Convention, of the seven men who
took part in those opening exercises-
five o/ them were Wake Forest men
Has there been a better place in
America for a young minister to lie-
trained than at Wake Forest? In this
direction her influence has not stop-

ped in North Carolina. Men say that
the societies of Southern Theological
Seminary are modelled in some re-
spects after those at Wake Forest. At
that Seminary stands A. T. Rob-
ertson, who still carries the stamp of
Wake Forest on him. and places it
on many a young man from the dis-
tant West.

There is a cry going up from many
of the colleges of the land that no
young men are entering the ministry.
There arc- some great colleges in this
land whose graduating classes number
more than 100 with not u minister in
the elass. A class of one hundred,

spending four years in college and not
one consenting to preach the gospel of
Jesus Christ. This is not true at Wake

Forest and has never been. Many a
young man has gone there wild and
reckless, a rcorner of religion, and
gone out to preach the religion he
scorned. There are some institutions
that make it hard for the young Sam-
uel to hear the voice of his God. With
such an institution the Baptists in
North Carolina have not been cursed.

Activity of Its Daymen.
However strong a minister may be

his work is hampered without the
help of laymen. After all it is the
laymen who make tip the bulk of a
denomination and they form the cor-
rect standard by which to measure an
institution. There is something pro-
fessional about a minister; to be re-
ligious is a part of his profession. This
is not true of the layman. The re-
ligion of the laymen is the religion of
the people. The grandest contribution
that Wake Forest has given the de-
nomination is active laymen. They are
not so conspicuous as ministers for

they do not come forward on public-
occasions so often, but they are tow-
ers of strength in real church work, as
every minister will testify- The most
progressive and aggressive persons in
some associations in North Carolina
today are these laymen. These lay-
men arc the pillars in many of the
churches. The statement has been
made that if every minister at the
State Convention was called home
the business of the body could be
carried on without interruption so rich
is the denomination in active laymen.
They have edited our papers, been
our missionary secretaries, cared for
our orphans, manned our schools,
served on all kinds of boards, and

when called on some of them can out-
preach the preachers. The average
Wake Forest man leaves his college,
goes into his life-work, becomes a
Sunday-school teacher, a deacon, clerk
of His association and delegate to the
convention and often while member
of the Board of Trustees of Wake For-
est. the orphanage, or the Baptist
University.

When this type of man takes charge
of the work of a church, the minister

has an easier time. Where these men
realize that God has an active work

for them to do. there the kingdom
moves. It is useless to mention their
names, but they are men like the
Mills brothers, the Hobgoods, the
Scarboroughs*, the Vanns, the Dowds

and a long list of others.

The Consecration of Education.
The schools in America have not

always been a nursery for Christianity.
Until about 1820 the New England
colleges had gone Tor years without
h. revival. It was known that the
University of Virginia was inimical to
Christianity. Our own State Univer-
sity had not escaped the contagion.

r.ut by 18 30 the pendelum. was
swinging back.

The going of Adoniram Judson to
India and the return and travels of
Luther Rice brought a stronger re-
ligious feeling. Luther Rice traveled
and preached in every State south of
Washington City. At the same time
he was the agent of Columbian Col-
lege. an apostle of education. Along

the line of his travels sprang up re-
ligious institutions, Christian colleges.

One of these was Wake Forest. North
Carolinians have ever been jealous for
the separation of church and State.
No church in North Carolina had ever
asked the Legislature to grant a char-

ter for a school. There was opposi-

tion to the union of religion and edu-
cation. and there was some ground
for this opposition.

In 1830 no one could declare that a
college was a nursery of religion;
the argument was on the other side:
no one could say that a college was
the power-house for missionary zeal.
The men who were opposed to the
convention's educational policy had
never heard of a revival in a college.
There was no Davidson or Trinity
College to cite as example. .So Wake
Forest was a new venture for the de-
nomination. The crilics were many;

others were lukewarm and waited the
results.

In November, 1834, when the con-
vention met it was anxious to h jar
the report from the school, David
Thompson made the report on the in-
stitute and Dr- S. J. Wheeler on edu-
cation. Both allude to the fact that

before the first crop was gathered and
the first session ended a revival began.

The report says:
“We sav blessed, because few such

incidents are to be found in the an-
nals of, history. That it should please
Cod. in such an almost miraculous
manner, to pour out Ills spirit upon

so many, so young by such feeble
means, in so short a period to the con-
version. and we hope, final salvation
of about 4 0 souls, but such are the
facts, and thou eh to us they may ap-

pear wonderful yet we rejoice in
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their results, and take courage in the
belief that God in His good Providence
is already recording he labor of those,
who have toiled to nut the institution
into operation by thus (%rly bringing
to a knowledge of the truth, as it
is in Jesus those whose happy lot it
is to be placed in Wake Forest Insti-
tute.”

In 1835 the committee on the insti-
tute made another report and closed
by saying “your committee cannot
close this report, without referring to

the blessed fact of the late revival
among the students of the institute,

we say blessed, for few such facts can
be found in the annals of history.

That it should please God, in such
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an almost miraculous manner, once a
year, to pour, out his spirit upon so
many, so young and in so short a pe-
riod. Among the members are many
of the finest gifts of the institutte,
and your committee rejoice and bless
God in the prospect that from this
nursery may go out many proclaimers
of salvation through Christ. But such
are the facts and although to us they
may appear wonderful —yet we re-
joice in the result and take courage in
the belief that God. in His Providence,
is already rewarding those who have
tolled to put this institute into op-
eration by their early bringing so
many to a knowledge of the trust as it
is in Jesus; those whose happy lots
have been cast us students of the Wake
Forest institute.”

In 1 836 the convention was again
.made to rejoice that another revival
had occurred among the students.
The report says “three revivals in
three successive years! Is this not an
unparalled occurrence? Surely God
takes delight in this institution. He
has stamped it with the seal of His
(a noroval) approbation. Shall it not
then continue to prosper.”

In 1837 the report, says “goodness

and mercy have followed Wake For-
est Institute from infancy to youth.
God has blessed it it every year of its
existence.” Another great revival had
started in the institute and spread to
the surrounding country.

The committee gre;v eloquent and
declared “We know of no other semi-
nary of learning so signally blessed in
this respect. In this sequestered spot

of rural beauty, where the solitude
and silence of the forest were only bro-
ken by the moans of the passing
breezes, the lights of science now scat-
ter their radiance, the hum of indus-
try is heard, and messenger of truth,

'the violated law speaks out the
thunders and strains as sweet as
angels use, the gospel whispers peace.'
Here rests the sure hopes of thj Bap-
tist churches in our State. Tk° states-
man, the philanthropists, the Chris-
tians need never despair of the re-
public so long as our sons arc thus

educated.”
The battle had now been won.

These early revivals delayed th» oppo-
sition. Education had become tin;
hand-maid of religion, a college the
nursery of Christianity, and in this
wav learning had become consecrated.
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eating. Pain in the Side, 4a. While their most
remarkable success lias been shown in curing
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equally valuable in Constipation, curing and pro-
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