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In 1813, when the Baptist Trien-

nial Convention of the United States

was organized, there was just one in-
stitution in the United States under

Baptist control, and that was Brown
University. R. I. Judson and Rice
went to Burmah as missionaries and
there became Baptists. Rice returned
to America to secure support for Jul-
son, • from the Baptists. Rice gave
a great impulse to missionary labors
and to education also, and out of this
desire came the Triennial Convention,

the national organization of American
Baptists- Its first president was Dr.

Richard Furman, of South Carolina.
In his address he emphasized the need
of educational institutions. Rice did
likewise. Rice realized that the mis-
sionary needed education. Especially
did Rice see the need of an institution
centrally located. He fully endorsed
the views of Washington that the

most suitable place for such an insti-
tution was Washington City. In 1822

Columbian College was begun. Ten
years from the formation of this Con-

vention ten institutions had been
founded, but not one of them South
of Washington. Within the next ten
years other colleges came into exis-

tence —Richmond. Mercer, Furman
and Wake Forest.

Rice, the Flaming Evangelist.
Undoubtedly it was through Luther

Bice that light broke out in these
places. He was the financial agent of

this Convention and Columbian Col-
lege, in Washington. Ho traveled
'ronehout the Southern States and
had many friends in North Carolina.
For years he attended meetings, asso-
ciations and conferences in this State,
and in 1835 died in South Carolina.
He was delighted when he heard that
Wake Forest had begun and wrote to

a Northern paper: "They have kin-

dled a light in the Wake Forest Insti-
tute that will soon shed its rays over
the whole State." For 25 years Rice
was the flaming evangel of education

and missions. However, the imine-

date impulse that led to the founding
of Baptist schools in the South came
through the State Conventions. These
State Conventions were engaged in
educating young ministers before the
colleges were founded. The young

ministers they were forced to send to
schools not under their control. Out
of this need for a place to educate
young ministers came Richmond. The

men who led in these movements
were ministers and Furman and Mer-
cer are both named after ministers.

Yet an intelligent editor once declared
th-at the ministry' of the South ha'!
herded the people beside stag-
nant .pools of theology. He was un-
mindful of the fact that a line of col-
leges from Washington to the Rio

Grande stood as a monument to their
educational labors.

But Wake Forest was never a theo-
logical school. Before the first ses-
sion opened it was determined to
make it a general school. During the

first term, when the enrollment reach-

ed 40, there were only four men pre-
paring to preach.

Southern Education in 1831.
When Wake Forest started there

was no public school system in North
Carolina, no Trinity, no Davidson.
Men like Murphy had tried to start a
system, but it had failed. There were
many r academies chartered every year
by the legislature. Nearly' twenty

were chartered at the same time as
was Wake Forest. Murphy’s plan had
no place in it for Christian schools
but no denomination had yet under-
taken to support an institution. The
classes at the University were small —

only thirteen graduates. No educa-
tional renaissance had yet come to
North Carolina.

In February, 1834, the first session
began at Wake Forest, but for 25

years there had been a party among >
the Baptist people that advocated the |
improvement of the ministry. One of j
the aims of the meeting of correspon- j
dence founded in 1810 was the educa- I
tion cf the ministry. For this very
reason it met with opposition. The j
Benevolent Society' of 1829 had this
purpose in view and made collections j
for education. At its anunual meeting ¦
in 1830 the fund amounted to $35. Tn j
tliis same year the Benevolent Society j
became the Baptist State Convention, :
whose constitution declares that one
of its aims is the "education of young
men called cf God and approved by
their churches." In the circular letter ;
sent througnout the State and written j
by Thomas Meredith. an urgent |
nlea is made for a stronger ministry. |
Mercer declared that our strong i
young men were drawn to other States
and that Baptists in other States were
more prosperous. Meredith made a

strong plea that all churches co-oper-

ate for this purpose.

First Steps in 1831.

When the Convention met in its first
annual session in 1831 at Wake Cross
Roads, not far from the present vil-
lage of Wake Forest, a committee on
education was appointed. The chair-
man of the committee was John Arm-
strong, pastor tit New Bern, a native

of Pennsylvania and graduate of Co-
lumbian College. On the committee
with him were N. G. Smith, of Chath-
am, and Wm. R. Hinton, of Wake.
Since the convention then had no
school. Armstrong offered to teach th<
young men. The Convention accept-

ed his offer and authorized the board
of managers to defray the expenses
of such students as far as they were
able with him or in any school to
which they saw fit to send them. The
education fund reported at this Con-
vention was $11406 2-3. Old Rock\
River church, in Anson, gave the "2-
3.” During this year the board adop-
ted two beneficiaries, William Jones
and Patrick Conely, and placed ‘then,
in the school of Geo.W. Thompson,

how agreed to instruct them gratui-
tously. Mr. Thompson’s school was in
Wake county.

At the second annual meeting of the
Convention, in August, 1832, at
Reeve’s chapel, Chatham county, the
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.committee on/education consisted of

i William Hooper, of Chapel Hill; Wil-
! liam R. Hinton, of Wake, and Gray

j Huckaby, of Orange. The report ot
I this committee was the birth of W.q,k«
! Forest. They proposed a plan to tho
! Convention. Tho plan was the pur-
I chase of a farm suitably located, fur-
jnished with commodious buildings, tho

j employment of a teacher to take
charge of the beneficiaries and such

j other pupils as his duties to them
| would permit, the employment of a
superintendent of the farm to direct
tiie labors of the young meii so that
they might earn their subsistence and

i pay their board.

Tlic Manual Labor Plan.

| However, this idea was not born at

i this Convention. In this Convention
1 there was some one who had already

investigated the matter ami informed
the committee that a farm in Wake

county, 15 miles from Raleigh, could
bo purchased for $2,000. This farm
was the property of Dr. Calvin Jones,
i'ho Convention accepted this proposi-
tion unanimously and declared that it
loomed it expedient to establish a

“Baptist literary institution" on the
‘manual labor principle.”

Manual labor schools at this time
were popular. Richmond College was
working on this principle. The Con-
vention appointed a committee to se-
cure by private subscription enough

funds to> purchase the plantation
This committee was composed of Wil-
liam Hooper, of Qhapel Hill; J. G.
Hall, of Currituck; Gray Huckaby, of
Orange; William R. Hinton, of Ral-
eigh, and A. S. Winn, of Wake. This
ommittee was authorized to make the

purchase and report the same to
president of the board of managers
that he might call a meeting of the
board. But there were men who op-
posed this idea of a school and they
industriously circulated the report
that the design was to suppress the
preaching of those not favored with
these advantages. The Convention by
resolution declared that this was not
its design and that even if it wished
it it had no power to accomplish it.

The education fund at this Convention
went

r
up to $697.70.

Farm Purchased.
A month after the close of the Con-

vention the committee on purchase
reported to the board that they had
purchased the farm of 615 acres, had
$1,525 in pledges, a note of the North
Carolina Missionary Society for SSOO
and that $550 of pledges were unpaid
but that the committee had advanced
the money, and that Cullen Battle, of

Georgia, had donated S2OO.
In November, 1832, John Armstrong

outlined the plan of the institute in
Tiie Raleigh Register. In December,
1832, tiie board met again to make
an estimate of expenses for the first
year and calculated that to furnish
and provision the farm would require

$3,063. The board further decided
that it would not be possible to start
tiie school in 1833 for lack of teach-
ers. so they put the farm in care of

John Purefoy, William Crenshaw, Fos-
ter Fort and G. W. Thompson. In
May, 1833, the board met in Bertie
county and elected Samuel Wait prin-
cipal. Wait had been the general
traveling agent of the Convention since
its foundation in 1830. He was known
in every part of the State, had gone
into Burke, Buncombe and Ruther-
ford and back to tiie east again.

All these things were reported to
the Convention at Dockery’s meeting
house in November, 1 833. The Con-
vention endorsed it and appointed a
committee to report a board of trus-
tees, which board was to be incorpor-

ated by tiie Legislature. The commit-
tee tin charter was composed qf Steph-

en Graham, of Duplin; Joseph B.
Outlaw, Hertle; Alfred Dockery, Rich-
mond; David Thompson, Johnston,

. 3. Biddle, Lenoir.
Foi, iptees were appointed.'They

were eh, from various section of
the stai'’ on Craven to Buncombe,
from Chowan to Anson.

Still another committee was ap-
pointed, and this one was to prepare

a schedule of items necessary for the
institute. Tiie committee was com-
posed of Thomas Meredith, Joseph'
Outlaw and D. Thompson. They re-
ported that the newly appointed trus-
tees should meet as soon as possible
and select an agent, appoint a farm-
er, furnish the farm, provide buildings
and repairs, receive applications of
students, appoint a steward and make

regulations for the management of the
school. The committee appointed to
secure a charter proceeded at once.
The Legislature was to meet that
month. The principal had been chos-
en, the farm had been purchased, but
no charter had yet been secured.

Hard Fight For Charter.
The bill to grant the charter was in-

troduced December 4th by Wm. H.
Battle, of Franklin county, afterwards
bettor known as Judge Battle and
teacher of law at Chapel Hill.Though
not a Baptist himself, he came from a
strong Baptist family. At the same
time another bill was introduced to

charter the Greensborough Academy

and Manual Labor School. The bill
passed on its first reading. On Decem-
ber 11th it came up for its second
reading. Edmonston, of Haywood,
who was opposed Jo the charter, called
for the yeas and nays. The result
was: 9 5 yeas, 34 nays. The Greens-
boro school had about the same vote.

On December 18th the bill came up
for its third reading. Benjamin Set-
tle, of Rockingham, who was opposed
to the charter, moved that the bill he
postponed indefinitely, but this was
negatived by 90 to 32, and so the

charter passed the House of Com-

mons.
In the Senate when the bill came up

for its final passage there were just
29 votes for it and 29 against it. The
Speaker of the Senate was William D.
Mosely a graduate of Chapel Hill, and

not a Baptist, but his family was. He

cast the deciding vote that gave the

.nstitution a chance to live. The char-
ter was not for a college, not for the
right to confer degrees, not to author-
ize a religious body to, hold property,
but simply to give a body of trustees
the right to hold property and to. run
a school with no exemption from tax-

ation.
Other schools were granted charters

at the same time without all this op-

position. The Episcopal school in
Raleigh received its charter, high
schools were chartered in different
parts of the State, and yet it remain-
ed for Wake Forest Institute—the only

one that has lived through the years—-
to secure a meagre charter grudgingly
given.

Source of Opposition.
It is difficult to explain this oppo-'

sition. The charge has been made

that the University of North Carolina
did not want to have a rival insti-
tution. This charge is not easily sus-
tained. If it be true, then let us give

more credit to those University men
who voted for thetchartor. William
Hooper was chairman of the commit-
tee that recommended the plan to the

Convention. Wm. H. Battle introduc-
ed the bill. W. D. Moselev cast the de-
ciding vote. On the board of trustees
were Aaron J. Spivey and William

Crenshaw. Dr. J. Lee Haywood was
one of the first contributors.

There was opposition on the part of
the Primitive Baptist folk. It was
not their concern, but the great
“split” was just beginning. This re-
actionist party was just starting. Its
leader was Joshua Lawrence, a strong
yet very! ignorant man. In former
times he had co-operated with the or-
ganized work, but he was convinced
that a Convention smacked too much
of Roman councils. On the day tha
the vote was to be taken he placed

on the desk of eveiy member an ar-
ticle signed “Clodhopper.” which gave

reasons why the Wake Forest charter
should not be granted. This paper is

lost and the reasoning unknown.
The manual labor idea may not

have been popular, for the Greensboro
Manual Labor School met with oppo-
sition. There was a leading Baptist

in South Carolina, Johnston, who
thought than manual labor should not
be connected with study; that it had
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a degrading effect on the mind: that
if a man worked like a beast his

thoughts would be low; hut John
Armstrong and Samuel Wait were
strong champions of the manual labor
feature.

Others have thought that th? gov-

ernment at this time was in the hands
of and under the influence of the Epis-
copal church, and that it was felt that
only they had a right to engage m

education. The social life of this or-
ganization has not been noted for its
liberality. Baptist influence was weak.
The policy of the denomination in the
charter of Wake. Forest was such as

to drive from it men whose outlook
was broad. The plain truth is that
up to 1830 the Baptists in North Car-
olina had nothing to do and strong

men were going to othe’* States or
joining other denominations.

There were no special parties in

the State at. this time. The old Fed-
eralist party ha i passed away ; the
split on Andrew Jackson ha! not
come. The great question in State
politics was the demand for a conven-
tion to reform the constitution and ex-
tend the franchise and give more pow-
er to the new west. And yet, for some
reason or other, there was division In
the Legislature, and certain men gen-
erally voted together. The men who
voted against Wake Forest generally
voted t igether, with some exceptions.

The Senate was not a body con-
spicuous lor its ability. Among the
ftroog iron was Will am B. Meaves,
of New Hanover, later candidate for
United Slates Senator and for the gov-
ernorship. He voted for the charter.
Otway Burns, the famous naval com-
mander, represented Carteret for many
years*. He was opposed to the char-
ter. Weldon N. Edwards, the friend
of Nathaniel Macon,, and ex-Congress-
man, represented Warren and opposed
the charter. Most of the Senators
from the Kehukee Association voted
against the charter. Whether they
were influenced by these reactionary
Baptists, it !s impossible to say. What-
ever may have been the cause, these
Baptists blazed the way for others to
follow.

First Session IRfHciilties.
When Principal Wait came to look

over the purchase and make arrange-
ments for the opening of the school
ho found simply a country residence
standing where the Old Dormitory
now is, and outhouses. He says: “I
found seven good, substantial log cab-
ns, made mostly of white oak, good
doors, floors, roof and with one ex-
ception windows. (Built for servants.)

These were washed out cleanly and
whitewashed. Good furniture was
provided for each house, and alhough
it was known that the cabins were
bu.lt originally for servants and occu-
pied at first by them, 1 never heard of
the least objection to them from any
student. The only place in which I
could convene the students for morn-
ing and evening prayers or lectures
vas the building erected bv Dr. Jones
or a carriage house, 16x24 feet. A

supply of desks and benches were fur-
nished, but the large doors were suf-
fered to remain without alteration.”

The dining room was the chief diffi-
culty during the first session. Num-
bers increased rapidly and 72 were en-
rolled the first year. The largest room
in the house was 18 feet square. Only
one-third of the students could be
-eated at once. They ate in relays.
Nine times a day the table was set,
and, like all Gaul, every meal was di-
vided into three parts. This was so
laborious that finally a -cloth tent 70
feet long was constructed.

Another difficulty was beds. Some

brought their beds with them, but the
institute had to supply most of them.
When feathers gave out thev made
mattresses of shucks. Prof. Wait and
his family used to work till midnight
making shuck mattresses.

Servants could not be secured and
very often Prof. Wait would teach till

t 2 o'clock and then help set the table.
The trustees held a meeting in May

(1834) and advised the executive com-
mittee to have some temporary build-
ings erected. Some of these*-the stu-
dents erected themselves. There was
need for a school building. Prof.-elect

John Armstrong was appointed to col-
lect money for this purpose. He re-
ceived subscriptions for $17,000. Capt.
Berrey agreed to erect the “Old Dor-
mitory” building for SIO,OOO and to
compiete it in two years. When Ihe

(Continued on Page Seven.)

the" baptist univlrsity for women
invites a critical study of its catalogue in comparison with those of the foremost Women’s Colleges of the South, and a

careful personal inspection of its plant, equipment and work.
Its grade was designed by its founders to rank about two years above that of the average Southern college for girls.
The requirements for admission to the college classes are the same as those of the Association of Southern Colleges.
Its heads of department, with one exception, teach one subject each, and have specialized in that subject.

Its Faculty embraces seven men and twenty-five women, six of whom have studied in Universities, four of them tak-

ing degrees, and three have studied abroad.
Its Art Department covers oil painting, crayon work, designing, and china painting, and is in charge of two

teachers.
Its Music Faculty numbers two men and seven women, and the Director is the recognized music leader of Raleigh.
Its Business Department is in charge of a competent and experienced gentlemen, and in one year prepares the

average student for first-class office work.

Its school of the Bible is conducted by an M. A. graduate of Wake Forest College, and a full graduate of Newton

Theological Seminary.
Its students voluntarily conduct a live and vigorous Y. M. C. A., a nightly prayer-meeting, and six weekly mission

classes, aided in the latter by the college teachers.
A lady principal and two assistants, together with a lady physician and nurse, both employed by the University,

look after the health and comfort of the students.
Its advantages are offered at cost. Address

R, T. VANN, Raleigh, North Carolina-
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