
Wary Scientists Hold 
Fate of Civilization 
MANKIND, still jittery over awesome implications of the atom, 

was given another jolt by science last week in a major report 
on biological warfare—a lethal field in which man still knows no 

control. The 40,000-word document, prepared five years ago and kept 
secret by the government until last week, is like the Smyth report 
on atomic energy, the dictionary of its field, outlining all the possibil- 
ities but withholding war secrets. <$>- 

Thirty-three diseases are listed as 

suitable weapons for biological war- 

fare. Some could be used in concen- 

trations to neutralize cities and huge 
war production belts or they could be 

aimed at spec:fic targets like naval 
bases or even troops in action. 

“Scientists are as much frightened 
as anyone else by the possibility of 
misuse of science,” said Dr. Maurice 
Visscher, president of the American 
Association of Scientific Workers, for 
whom the report was originally pre- 
pared in 1942. 

Peace the Only Defense 

“The only real defense against bac- 
terial warfare is peace,” said Dr. 

Visscher, quoting George Merck, who 
made a report on the subject to the 
Secretary of War in 1946. 

Because of its geographic isolation, 
the United States is peculiarly vul- 
nerable, Dr. Visscher declared. 

In case of a bacterial attack on this 

country by an enemy in Europe, he 

said, the attackers own people would 
be safe from the bacteria used and 
retribution in kind by this country 
would be difficult because of dangs-r 
to neutral countries. 

Meanwhile in New York, Andrei A. 

Gromyko, Soviet deputy foreign min- 
ister, warned the United States that 
continuance of its “monopoly” theory 
of atomic development was an “illu- 
sion,” since it was impossible to stop 
the march of science. 

Unless atomic weapons are out- 
lawed promptly by the United Na- 
tions, Gromyko said, this coimtry 
might soon find itself in a less favor- 
able position in the atomic field. 

New Atomic Weapon 
American atomic scientists, like 

those all over the world, were busy. 
A Senate subcommittee on aviation 
heard briefly last week about a new 

atomic weapon—a radioactive cloud a 

mile in diameter. Materials which 
might go into atomic gas shells to 
form such a cloud already are in pro- 
duction at Oak Ridge, Tenn., for med- 
ical and scientific research purposes. 

The prediction of a cloud a mile in 
diameter hurling lethal rays is in line 
with what the late President Roose- 
velt was told in 1939 when he was 

persuaded to undertake the atomic 
bomb project. 

The 40,00U-word report on bacterial 
warfare was compiled in 1942 from 
studies w'hich scientists had been 
making quietly in eight countries— 
not including Germany. Nazi research 
on bacterial weapons had disappeared 
within the veil of censorship long be- 
fore that time. 

Lethal Germs 
The report discounts such common- 

ly feared germ weapons as cholera, 
smallpox, typhoid fever, bubonic 
plague, leprosy and venereal disease 
because of the availability of vaccines 
or the difficulty in spreading the dis- 
ease. 

The best weapons would be infec- 
tions which people get by breathing. 
These include tularemia, or rabbit 
fever, not the common form but a 

laboratory development that spreads 
in air and causes pneumonia; pneu- 
monic plague which is the lung form 
of the plague Black Death, and 
melioidosis, a fatal infection so rare 
in nature that only 95 cases were re- 
corded medically until a few years 
ago. 

During the last war, Japan made 
use of prevailing westerly winds at 
high altitudes to unleash on America 
balloon-borne bombs. These aerial 
currents might also make America 
vulnerable to bacterial attack from 
Asia without the use of planes. 

Dr. Visscher said his association 
made public the report, with War De- 
partment permission, in an effort to 
bring home to people of the world the 
potentialities of bacterial warfare. 

“The American public cannot be 
impressed too strongly with the ne- 

cessity of making arrangements to 
preserve peace now,” 'he said, “be- 
cause 10 years from now it will be 
too late.” 

In Short... 
Scheduled: President Truman for a 

new Flying Whitehouse to replace the 
“Sacred Cow,” sometime this sum- 
mer. It will be a new six-engined 
Douglas (DC-6) to be christened “In- 
dependence.” 

Dropped: By Newburyport mer- 
chants, their widely heralded 10 per- 
cent price cutting program because, 
they said, of lack of cooperation from 
suppliers. 

Accused: By the U. S., three Soviet 
satellite states in the Balkans (Al- 
bania, Yugoslavia and Bulgaria) of 
defying authority of the United Na- 
tions by refusal to cooperate with a 
U.N. investigating committee in 
northern Greece. 

Protested: By Britain, fund raising 
in the U. S. to support terrorists and 
unauthorized immigration into Pales- 
tine. 

Recommended: By the House Post 
Office committee, revision of postal 
rates to bring in an estimated $100,- 
000,000 extra revenue. 

Applied: Italy, for membership in 
the United Nations. 

Ray, Kansas City Star 

THE SCIENCE RACE 

Documents 
A Nazi Double-Cross 

One of Hitler’s typically fantastic 
schemes when chances for victory first 
began to appear slim in 1943 was for 
a double-cross involving a secret truce 
with Russia. In this way, the Fuehrer 
reasoned, Russia could continue to re- 
ceive American Lend-Lease aid and 
Germany would be able to concen- 

trate all her forces in the west. 
The German documents, made pub- 

lic in Washington and London, did not 
make clear whether the proposal ever 
was submitted to Moscow. 

“We can hope to win the war only 
if we stop expending our forces in the 
east,” read the minutes of a confer- 
ence between Hitler and his com- 

manders. “So far Japan has not been 
used for this purpose, for fear of 
weakening Japan in the south by en- 

gaging her in the north. Also, she 
might not be able to muster the neces- 
sary supplies for both fronts. 

“Russia is getting considerable sup- 
plies via the far east. Therefore the 
question arises whether a threat by 
Japan that „he will enter the war 

against Russia will help to make the 
latter accept the German offer of un- 

announced armistice on the eastern 
front, to be kept secret from the 
Anglo-Saxons. 

“Russia could continue to accept 
Lend-Lease. This political goal is 
worth every sacrifice.” 

The documents also disclosed that 
the Nazis plotted seizure or sinking of 
the Italian fleet should Italy surrender. 

Saga 
International Stowaway 

A 17-year-cld Texas boy who ran 

away from home at the age of 12 and 
spent five years knocking about Eu- 
rope and Afx-ica as a mascot of Ameri- 
can troops was convicted of entering 
Germany illegally and wearing an 

Army uniform without authority. 
The boy, Antonio Brandez, was or- 

dered sent home to the United States 
by an American Military Government 
Court in Frankfurt. 

His fantastic career as a stowaway 
and camp follower began in 1942 
when he left San Antonio and stowed 
away on ship to England. There he at- 
tached himself to American troops 
and as their mascot flew to Africa, 
then followed them across Europe 
into Germany. 

He even went home with the troops 
after V-E Day, stowing away on a 

troop ship. He found his mother dead, 
however, and soon tired of civilian 
life so he went back to Germany in 
1946—again-as a stowaway. 

Again he joined an Army unit as 
mascot. He was arrested in Munich 
but escaped. Recaptured and sent to 
Bremen for deportation, he escaped 
again. He made his way to Frankfurt 
and headed for Paris. The French ar- 
rested him in Strasbourg and re- 
turned him to the American zone. 

Military authorities now treat him 
as a small but very slippery customer. 

Dates 
Tuesday, May 27 

Anniversary (ninth), Golden 
Gate Bridge, San Francisco 
(world’s largest suspension 
bridge). 

Wednesday, May 28 
Birthday (13th), Dionne quin- 

tuplets. 
Friday, May 30 

Memorial Day (except in Ala., 
Fla., Ga., La., Miss., N. C., S. C. 
and Tenn.). 

Confederate Memorial Day 
(Va.). 

Saturday, May 31 
Anniversary (153rd), Congress 

enacted first copyright law. 
Belmont Stakes at Belmont 

Race Track, N. Y. 

China 
Youth Defies Chiang 

Chiang Kai-shek’s hard-pressed Na- 
tionalist government met defiance by 
striking Chinese college students in 
half a dozen major cities last week 
along with fresh reverses on the far 
northern battlefronts. 

Government dispatches acknowl- 
edged Chinese Communist gains in 
Manchuria—where the capital, Chang- 
chun, was under martial law as Red 
armies drew nearer — and in Shensi 
province in North China. 

Thousands of university students 
demonstrated violently in Nanking, 
Peiping and Shanghai and called for 
a general strike June 2 to back up 
their demands that the civil war be 
halted immediately. 

Earlier the generalissimo issued a 

written manifesto to an estimated 
25,000 striking students in 16 univer- 
sities. In it he banned student demon- 
strations with a threat of drastic gov- 
ernment action to quell disturbances 
and called their demands “unreason- 
able” and “Communist-inspired.” 

Striking student leaders denied any 
prompting by political groups. They 
met his crack-down order with re- 

newed demonstrrtions. They sought 
an end to civil war, they said, be- 
cause it ruined production and caused 
inflation which intensified their own 

economic ills. 

Medicine 
Transplanted Hearts 

Vladimir Demikov, 30-year-old Rus- 
sian physiologist, has succeeded in re- 

placing the hearts and lungs of dogs 
with the respective organs of other 
dogs, according to the Moscow Neivs. 

The experiment was completed on 

seven dogs, all of which came 

through the operation satisfactorily, 
although none lived more than eight 
days. 

Demikov said the dogs behaved 
normally and were able to eat and 
drink after the operation. He attrib- 
uted death not to any disturbance in 
heart action but to pleurisy which de- 
veloped in the thoracic cavity. 

Russian scientists have had consid- 
erable success in transplanting hearts 
of frogs but Demikov’s experiments 
are the first reporting success with 
warm-blooded animals. 

Fish 
Million Dollar Catches 

Whalers hauled $100,000,000 to 
$125,000,000 from South Pole waters 
during the four-month season this 
year but American whaiers were not 
among them. 

The estimate is made by Dr. Ray- 
mond M. Gilmore, biologist of the 
Fish and Wildlife Service, who ac- 

companied the Byrd Antarctic Expedi- 
tion to make a whale count and 
tabbed 663 over 25,000 square miles. 

Fifteen whaling ships operated in 
the Antarctic from December 7 to 
April 7. They included seven Nor- 
wegian vessels, three British, and the 
rest Japanese, Russian and Dutch. 

The catch is limited by interna- 
tional agreement to 16,000 blue whale 
units a year. A unit consists of one 
blue whale or two fin whales. 

“It was the first whaling since be- 
fore the war and with Europe’s need 
for fats, they caught the limit,” said 
Dr. Gilmore. 

FOOD: Vital in Peace & War 
S HUNGER bedeviled a size- 
able segment of the world’s 

population, food shortages brought 
new friction in the Anglo-Ameri- 
can zones of Germany. 

Amid near-famine conditions 
in their ruinous industrial cities, the 
one time Herrenvolk grumbled bitter- 
ly as they staggered toward a third 
hungry post-war summer. 

But British and American adminis- 
trators showed little willingness to 
apologize in view of the world-wide 
need; and while America rushed ex- 
tra cargoes of provisions to Hamburg 
and other German ports there was 
talk in military government circles of 

.inaugurating a new “get tough” pol- 
icy. The “democratization” program 
was not stern enough, some American 
sources indicated. 

More pointed than official com- 
ments was the criticism which Ger- 
man-born novelist Thomas Mann, a 

prewar fugitive from Nazidom, lev- 
elled at his former countrymen. 

German ‘Self-Pity’ 
“Germany is again already misusing 

her liberty and democracy,” the 71- 
year-old author reported in London. 
She “refuses to acknowledge that mis- 
ery and tragedy are not hers alone ... 
It is self-pity, part of the national 
egotism, which is preventing Ger- 
many from cooperating with the Al- 
lies in her revival.” 

Simultaneously U. S. Gen. Lucius D. 
Clay announced a campaign to tell 
Germans what the western occupiers 
have been doing to help them. Com- 
munist propaganda, he said, is stress- 
ing tlie food shortage in the British 
and American-held areas. He also an- 
nounced that Bavarian peasants were* 
relinquishing hoarded grain stocks 
under new AMG pressure. 

But Germany remained only a side- 
show in the world food picture, which 
has been coming slowly into focus 
after a devastating winter. 

From neat British fields to the 
Ukrainian plains, the full toll of ad- 
verse weather was being written in 

PARADOX—While millions hunger in Europe, U. S. destroys 
potatoes. Under subsidy program, government guarantees farmers $2.25 per bushel. Federal men douse kerosene 
(above) on 50 tons of potatoes near Foley, Ala., to make them 
unfit for consumption and avoid glutting the domestic market. 
Shipping and dehydration costs bar their being sent abroad. 

crop deficits. In the Orient a world 
rice shortage was being probed by a 
United Nations committee, as millions 
faced starvation in China and else- 
where. 

U. S. Aid Program 
Recognizing that now, as in the 

past, the chief burden of alleviating 
widespread chaos must fall on the 
United States, Congress finally ap- 
proved a $350,000,000 aid fund to con- 
tinue relief in Europe and China. 
This, coming on the heels of $400,- 

000,000 to relieve Turkey and Greece 
in an effort to prevent the spread of 
Communism, led to new demands in 
some quarters for an integrated U. S. 
aid policy. 

In Washington it was announced 
that such a long-range policy might 
soon be forthcoming from the State 
Department’s policy planning staff, 
after a survey of world conditions. 

With prospects of a bumper 1947 
wheat crop, America appeared more 
than ever like a rich uncle in a needy 
world. 

SHIPS: Ill-Fated Oklahoma 
All or Nothing 

The battleship Oklahoma, first of 
America’s superdreadnaughts, escaped 
the ignominy of the scrapheap last 
week by sinking at sea while being 
towed from Pearl Harbor to a Pacific 
coast boneyard. 

Thus ended the colorful but un- 
heroic career of a ship that never suc- 
ceded in fulfilling her destiny. Not 
once in her 31 years, spanning two 

with tremendous armor, ten 14-inch 
guns, 60 five-inchers and many small- 
er weapons. She was 583 feet long, 
108 feet wide and carried a crew of 
1,300 fighting men. 

Stripped of her guns and super- 
structure, she lay a rusting hulk in 
the Pearl Harbor roadstead while the 
Navy debated whether to sink her or 
cut her up for scrap. Eventually she 
was sold for $46,000 to the Moore 
Drydock Company of Oakland, Calif. 

USS OKLAHOMA, first of the super dreadnoughts but a vic- 
tim at Pearl Harbor, sank while being towed to a scrap heap. 

world wars, did she fire a shot at an 
enemy. 

In World War I, she was based at 
Berehaven, Ireland, but saw no ac- 
tion. As a training ship in the peace 
years, she was in collision with a rail- 
road barge at Bremerton, Wash., and 
with the battleship Arizona on an- 
other occasion. 

She was anchored at Pearl Harbor 
on December 7, 1941, and capsized 
within 11 minutes with five Japanese 
torpedoes in her hull, trapping many 
of her crew in their bunks. The Navy, 
determined to fight her, raised the 
Oklahoma 18 months later but engi- 
neers found it too costly to refit and 
modernize her and she was aban- 
doned late in 1944. 

The Oklahoma, commissioned in 
1916, cost $75,000,000 and took four 
years to build. Jane’s Fighting Ships 
listed her and her sister ship, the 
Nevada of Bikini fame, as super- 
dreadnaughts, first of the “all or 

nothing” theory of ship construction 

Experts said the attempt to tow 
the huge ship to the mainland was 

recognized beforehand as a big gam- 
ble but the buyers would have made 
a big profit on their investment if 
they had succeeded. 

The sale was on a “where is and 
as is” basis. Since there were no pas- 
sengers, formal certification of sea- 
worthiness wras unnecessary. 

The venerable warship left Pearl 
Harbor in tow of two big seagoing 
tugs on May 10. She was due in San 
Francisco Bay on Memorial Day. Six 
days out, the captain of the tug Her- 
cules radioed that the Oklahoma had 
begun to list heavily. 

He was ordered to head back for 
Pearl Harbor but a little later the 
dreadnaught parted the tow lines and 
plunged to the bottom. At that point 
the sea is about three miles deep. 

The tugs stood by until daybreak, 
but so cleanly had the Oklahoma died 
that not even a scrap of debris was 

seen. 
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Alexander, Philadelphia Bulletin 

OUT OF THIS WORLD 
Summers, Buffalo Evening News 

PUP TENT 

Smugglers 
Parachuting to Palestine 

Rabbi Baruch Korff, United Nations 
observer for the Political Action Com- 
mittee for Palestine, reported in New 
York that his organization has been 
dropping European refugee Jews into 
Palestine by parachute. 

“We have been warned by the Brit- 
ish to halt these operations,” Korff 
said. “Of course, this will only in- 
tensify our preparations.” 

He disclosed that Jews had been 
“repatriated by air” during the past 
month by chartered planes that made 
the round trip from secret landing 
fields in 10 hours. He said former 
American naval and army officers 
were supervising the program. 

British sources in Palestine denied 
any aerial activity. They said uniden- 
tified planes would have been shot 
down long before reaching the Holy 
Land. 

(All Rights Reserved, AP Newsfeatures) 

Quotes 
Ex-President Herbert Hoover: 

“There are only two occasions 
when Americans respect privacy, 
especially in Presidents: those 
are prayer and fishing.” 

James F. Byrnes, former Sec- 
retary of State: “There is too 
much talk about war and too lit- 
tle talk about peace.” 

Aerial 
Plain Plane Talk 

A picture of an American aviation 
industry “slowly bleeding to death” 
and in urgent need of a five-year pro- 
duction program backed up by a defi- 
nite government policy was drawn 
for a Senate subcommittee on com- 
merce last week by representatives 
of the industry. 

They reported a “financial crisis” 
within the industry because of sharp 
contraction of production and of a 

great need for long-range planning in 
research and development if Britain 
and Russia are not to outstrip the 
United States in technical advances 
and number of planes. 

Oliver P. Echols, president of Air- 
craft Industries Association, and a 

............ ... 

NAVY'S NEWEST jet, Banshee, 
is world's most powerful car- 
rier-based fighter with top 
speed of more than 600 mph. 

former Air Forces officer, said the na- 
tion was not maintaining a minimum 
industry capable of rapid expansion 
in an emergency. 

Only 1,330 military planes were 
turned out last year, he said, com- 
pared with a minimum annual output 
of 3,000 recommended by the govern- 
ment's air coordinating committee. 

He said Russia had continued her 
wartime plane production while U. S. 
output dropped off precipitately. 

Glenn L. Martin, Baltimore plane 
manufacturer, said the nation’s air- 
power was declining rapidly and with 
its decline the country was losing its 
“guarantees of national security and 
perhaps even its hopes of peace.” 

Martin warned against a compla- 
cency which believes “we can meet 
any new threat of war with the weap- 
ons left over from the last one.” 

Robert E. Gross, Lockheed presi- 
dent, declared that unless this coun- 
try laid down a five-year building 
program immediately it stood a good 
chance of being outstripped in techni- 
cal achievements by Britain and sur- 
passed in numbers by Russia. 

The British jet-propelled Gloster 
Meteor recently wrested speed laurels 
from America’s P-80 Shooting Star. 

"DRITAIM, staggering P ically in the pSa> has been forced into at ̂  
ures of retrenchment Burma were offered iSN 
ence, a move which Winston Churchill’s 1 pr°%f that the British empt/ 1She» ci 
‘’broken up.” The British 38 E; ■ 

military garrisons at outl^ * the world are nowhere ^ strength and fur:- h 
expensive military maintsr er‘! 1 
the offing. niamtenance. 

Informed sources elosr. ,, 

ish War Office discfi1 that England is prepSs f ^ over to the United States f ^ 
bility for defense of the ranean and the middle east ZS 
““ Su“ Canal. The 

W,U be withdrawn ^*4 
The shiit will not mean ment of Britain’s economic ft? litical interests in the m,rWi P:' 

however, these informants m r' fixed the timetable for withd «' military and supply baseMo Africa at two to three years 
U. S. a Mediterranean p0wet This revamping of a 50-yea- policy of imperial defense v 

possible, the London informant by emergence of the United Sw- 
an active Mediterranean power-5 definable interests to defend 

In Washington, Secretary 0f v. 
George C. Marshall said he did -• 

agree with London suggestion;- 
developments in the MediteA!T meant a shift in military re2,? bility there from Britain to theUS Other factors h Vnd the decs- to fortify/ East A ,i are underst- to include the government’s pW-1 to quit India by June, 1948, 
instability of Palestine. There is r» 
the uncertain constitutional fut>.- 
the Suda n, whose status now 5 j 
subject of an Egyptian appeal if-, 
the United Nations. 

New Day for Africa 
The effect of the shift on the r 

nomic, sock! and political future" 
Africa is be d to be tremendous 

The War c ice is reported tote 
accepted the principle that any blu 
print for African defense state, would require active cooperation 
native peoples. Another imports 
step woulgl be coordination of poll 
with France and Belgium, Brits; 
most important and politically re 
able neighbors in Africa. 

British, French and Belgian colon 
administrators convened in Paris 1 
week to discuss African probler 
Expected from the Paris conferer 
are tripartite commissions to speed 
intensive development program : 

southern, central and equator 
Africa. 

Britain’s dependence on the midi 
east was revealed by Foreign Seci 
tary Ernest Bevin before Pariiame. 

“We must maintain a continual i 
terest in that area,” Bevin declan 
“if only because our economic s: 
financial interests are of such v; 

importance to us and to other cob 
tries as well. 

“If those interests were lost to r 
the effect on life in this country wc: 
be a considerable reduction in 
standard of living.” 

Farms 
Inflated Acreage 

Sale of farm lands has slackens! 
almost everywhere in the Un- 
States, particularly on the Pad 
coast, bringing predictions of an t 
of a boom in progress since 1939. 

President Truman, in recognr.nui 
what he termed a “serious pro -- 

has asked Secretary of Ay 
Clinton Anderson to call a conu-au 
of government agencies and farm 
ganizations on June 9 to dove.?1 
program for discouraging fur'..--' 
flation in farm real estate prices. 

Hot Shots 
• Plastic surgeons from half a d* 

major cities are being recruited'• •- 

hundreds of “facial cripples’ i'-j 
the Texas City survivo 
which will begin in July. :s 

the largest plastic surgery tff -: 

attempted after a civilian 
• After his plane lost t 
3,000 feet over Amity 
pilot landed his ship sate.y a--T 

it sheared off two p >wer 
a house by 15 feet and broke o 

tops of about 50 small maple an 

trees. ... 

• In Oklahoma City, 
Burns, 13, leaned against 
A short circuit in th wiring ^ 
the anchor bolts and the 
crashed to the street, Pam —vA, 
When he came to in a 

shouted, “I didn't do it- * 

waiting for a bus'” .. 

• In Chicago, Clan nee 1■: 
was awakened by his * 

when a marauder tried tu ; 
apartment. He had time to g j 
gun before the thief wan 
stead of firing, however, 
weapon down, announci ; 
to beat the stuffing out o* 5 

lice, summoned by nctghf!1 .4 
badly bruised 23-year-o a 

into custody. jy 
• In Munich, German 0 

keteers now are seUin-' ; ;-j 
used personally by the ^ 
“wrist watches worn 

Americans pay thousai -cB 

for them, never awar< of 

Hitler never smoked 
wrist watches. 


