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s(l 'BeloW *will fee found it review of the 
v"Vsprtncipal events that make, up the 
** .arecord of the jear 1898: $' 

r .;-r. V*rloqa Dl*»«<er«. ~ 
-rVhe loss of life resulting from varioua 

•disasters -to this country- is as follows: 
'ifJSMre*, 1*670; drownings, 3,110: explosions, 
'40; mines, '680: falling buildings, etc., 

i'ttt#;- cyclones and storms; 502; lightning, 
„ '%KB. 

The loss of life by railroad accidents of 
' p *-»artou» kinds Was 3,580 In 1898, ascompared 

^AWlth 2,764 ln.1897. The number of .seriously 
v ltajurea was 2,616, as compared with 2,428 

•^#n 1897. 
&f The list of marine disasters shows 3,655 

' p&plves were lost upon the coast and 75 on 
S^nland waters, a total of 3,730, as compared' 

... Awith 2.42G in 1897, 3,912 In 1896, 4,250 in 1895, 
^ ,'mnA 6.881 in MM. 

War* 

• '* A-

1 
Amer-

iadia Mttawrin,tk« 
iMTMMal lasston BI—1 

^Hkb&ton, Dec. E3.--JuiUn Smlfh 
Merrill, tbersenior United Statessen-
stbr from '•yermont. died at 20 min-

it (v o'clock yesterday morn* 
the wlity-eighth year of hisage, 

afttfjftanJHness of less thin a week. 
Pneumonia was the eanae of his death., 

In the death of Justl̂  Smith Monill the 
senate lost its »enlor-tnsmber in point of 
sanriee.and Its oldest in an He had served 
continuously in the senate for more than. 
Il years; vgetastor Morrill was a native of 
Vermont H» was test elected a member 
of the house' tram that state as a member 
of the Thlrty-fourth congress, .taking his, 
seat at thc -̂iinlrassembling cf that body 
after the 4th,of March,' US. He wan tf> 

< |and 6,881 in IBM. 

Notwithstanding the war between the 
..•Sl&t" v rtJnited States and Spain, the loss of life 
^1r>5ittpon the battlefield throughout the world 
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In 1898 has been/smaller than for several 
;years past. The: total, roughly estimated, 
'has been but about 65,000, as compared 
with 103,451 in 1897, 129,080 in 1896, 157,986 in 

§^3895. and 82,780 in 1894. 
•® Epidcmie* and Famine 

The loss.of life by epidemics and famine 
"'shows a gratifying decrease. Famine in 
-the province of Kansu, China, has swept 
mway 10,000 victims. The plague in India 

Miaa destroyed over 11,000, and in China 
•bout 2,000 persons. Exact statistics of this 

• kind are hard to procure, but the totalis 
! . probably less than 25,000, as compared with 

•222,902 in 1897, 22,676 in 1896, 79,461 in 1895, 
* *and 171,910 in 1894. 
fes. Summary of Disasters. 

As closely as can be estimated 3,655 lives 
- c,; have been lost upon the ocean, 75 upon in 
^ *bland waters, 3,590 by railroad accidents, 25,-

by disasters abroad, 7,337 by minor dis-
astera in this country, 23,000 by epidemics 

tt^and famine, and 65,000 by wars, making a 
- idtlfl of 127,930, as compared with 389,017 in 
1 1897, 246,546 in 1896, and 275,391 in 1895. .,5 

Suicides. # 

The total number of persons who have 
• committed suicide in the United States dur-

V, -lag the year 1898 is 5,920, as compared with 
*'4-,'8.600 in .1S97, 6,520 in 1896, 5,759 in 1895, 4,912 in 

1894. 4,436 in 1893, 3,860 in 1892, 3,531 in 1891, 
r», K&Vand 2,040 in; 1890, the figures showing a de-

crease in the crime of self-murder in the 
J 'last nine years. Of this number 4,586 were 

males and 1,634 temales, this proportion 
iheing steadily kept up year by year, 
'-..Among professional men physicians still 
"lead,. 44 haying taken their own lives, as 

• compared with 41 in 1897, 47 -in 1896, 59. in 
*1895. and 45 in 1S94. During the year also 
13 persons engaged in the banking business, 

Clergymen, 7 journalists, 6 attorneys, 2 
'tors and 2 artists committed suicide. 

»-». nA!causes of suicide were as follows: De-
fKsf£?5®^ency, 3,023; unknown, 1,500; insanity, 
s2-:=Sfll™0touor' 168: ill-health, 288; domestic 

197; disappointed love, 196; bU3l-
no- „ , 

Murders. 
total number of murders committed 
shows another gratifying decrease— 

a phenomenon often witnessed in a war 
year—being 7,840, as compared with 9,520 in 
1897. 10,052 in 1896, 10,500 in 1895, 9,800 In 1894, 
•6,615 in 1893, 6,742 in 1892, 5,106 in 1831, and 
-4,290 in 1890. ^ V 

Hangings. , 
The number of legal executions in the 

United States in 1898 was 109, as com 
••pared with 128 in 1897, 122 In 1896, 132 in 1895, 
132 in 1894, 126 in 1893, and 107 in 1892. There 
were 72 hanged in the south and 37 in the 
north, of whom 60 were whites, 48 blacks 
and 1 Chinese. The crimes for which they 

- were executed were murder 100 and rape 9. 
Lynching*. 

The criminal work of mob murderers 
throughout the country has decreased dur 
lng 1898, as compared with 1887, being small
er than in any year since 1885, except 1890, 
when the number was the same. Judge 
Lynch has executed 127 persons during the 
-year, 122 males and 5 females. Of these 
lynchings 118 occurred in the south and 

•J9 in the north. Of the total number 102 
-were negroes, 23 whites and 2 Indians. 

Eimbesslements. 
The record of embezzling, forgery, de-

-fcUilting aud bank wreckage for 1898 shows 
.a material and gratifying decrease, being 
but $5,851,263, as compared with $11,248,084 

. in 1S97, being also much the smallest total 
-*<Y -since 1888. 
«.V- Fire Losses, 

The losses by fire in the United States in 
1898 aggregate $133,139,467, as compared 
with $129,001,737 in 1897, $111,856,067 in 1896, and 
$131,578,206 in 1895. Those where the loss in 
each case was $100,000 and upwards amount 

> to $64,915,400, and the losses by smaller fires 
to $68,224,067. 

Charities. 
The record for charity for 1898 keeps well 

>up to'the records of former years, the gen
erous sums contributed by bequest or per 
scnal gift to churches, colleges, charities, 
museums, art galleries and libraries 
amounting to $23,984,900, as compared with 

.(33,612,814 in 1897. In preparing these statis
tics no record has been kept of small do
nations. Of the total amount stated above 
-there has been given to colleges the large 
sum of $13,086,150; to charities, $6,230,800; 
to churches, $2,029,950; to museums and 
art galleries, $1,472,000; to libraries, $1,166,-
500. 1 

Dies In a Dentist's Chair. 

Milwaukee, Dec. 30.—Mrs. William 
Snell died in a dentist's chair Thurs
day, after taking chloroform prepar
atory to having a tooth drawn. She 
was 23 years old and lived at 35? Fifth 
avenue. The drug was administered by 
Dr. Newell, and Mrs. Snell expired al
most immediately, before the dentist 
commenced work. 

Kills Hla Little Son. } 

Cincinnati, Dec. 31. — Frank VVther, 
a moulder, Friday struck nis only son 
Frank, aged 12, on the head with 
hammer and crushed the skull. .The 

a crime was committed at his home on 
Pine street. Weber had been'drinking 
heavily, and had even robbed his child's 
bank to procure whisky. 

Jail Burlied, 

Summitville, Ind., Dec. 30.-—The jail 
litre was burned early Thursday, and 
Fred Berlin, cf Anderson, Ind., who had 
been incarcerated Wednesday night, for 

. drunkenness, was burned to death. The 
-.origin of the lire is unknown. 

Four Persons Drowned. 

Alexandria Bay, N. Y.,. Dec. 
The wife and three children of Charles 

v JTagerman were drowned here. The 
^children broke through the ice and the 
mother perished in trying to save 
-them. .. . . . V.. 
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' SENATOR JUSTIN & MOKRILU 

elected to the Thirty-fifth, Thirty-sixth, 
Thirty-seventh, Thirty-eighth -and Thirty-
ninth congresses and was in 1867 elected to 
the senate. . 

He was the author of the. Morrill tariff 
act of 1861, which was the basis of all the 
tariff legislation of war times. V on en
tering the senate he became a member of 
the finance committee, and nearly all of the 
time was the chairman. 

To Senator Morrill probably more than 
anyone else was the present splendid en
dowment of most of the state agricultural 
colleges due. He was the author of the 
original bill giving aid to these colleges 
frcm the proceeds of the sales of the pub
lic lands. 

Senator Morrill was an indefatigable 
worker and while not an orator be spoke 
gracefully aud forcibly and was always 
listened to attentively. His great age and 
high position caused him to be universally 
esteemed by the other member* of the 
Senate. 

IS STRICTLY OBSERVED. ' 

President Snow, of the Mormon 
Church, Says Law Against Polyg

amy Is Being Obeyed. 

' Y 

Salt Lake City, Dec. 30.—In connec
tion with the election of B. H. Roberts 
to congress and certain charges circu
lated by the Presbyterian board of mis
sions, President Lorenzo Snow, of the 
Mormon church, furnished a signed 
statement to an afternoon paper here, 
in which he says in part: 

"I declare most solemnly and emphatical
ly that the statements which are being 
published to the effect that the Mormon 
church Is encouraging and teaching polyg
amy ore utterly untrue. Ever since the 
issuance of the manifesto on this subject 
by President Wilford Woodruff, my prede
cessor in office, polygamous or plural mar
riages have entirely ceased in Utah. Since 
my accession to the presidency of the 
church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day 
Saints, I have repeatedly asserted my in
tention to stand by that manifesto and my 
determination not to permit any marriage 
to take place under the sanction of the 
church which is contrary to the law of the 
state and I now reaffirm that statement. 
The Implied understanding with the nation 
when Utah entered the union as a state has 
been sacredly observed. There is no inten
tion or disposition on the part of the church 
to violate or depart from it in the future." 

: ' Orders an Investigation. 

Washington, Dec. 31.—As a result of 
the issue between Gen. Miles and Gen. 
Eagan, concerning the quality of the 
beef supplied the army, and on the 
written request of Gen. Eagan, the war 
department has issued a special order 
for the assmbling of a board of officers 
in Washington on next Tuesday at ten 
a. m. to inquire into the general sub
ject of the quality of the beef supplied, 
and particularly as to the responsibility 
for the loss of 300,000 pounds of re
frigerated beef sent to Porto Rico when 
the expedition under Gen. Miles was 
there. 

Terms Agreed Upon. 

London, Dec. —The Shanghai cor
respondent of the Daily Mail . says: 
"The terms of the final 'contract re
specting the concession to the Anglo-
American syndicate of mining and rail
way privileges in the province of Sze-
Chuen have been agreed upon, and are 
now being signed. Sze-Chuen is un
doubtedly the richest, as well as the 
largest, province in China. Great Bri
tain and the United States get the 
greater portion, the Chinese and other 
nationalities getting the balance. 

Big Battleship Begun. 

San Francisco, Dec. 31.—Work on the 
battleship Ohio has been commenced at 
the Union iron works. The Ohio will 
be the largest ship ever built on the 
coast, and one of the three largest ever 
built in the American navy. She will 
have a displacement of 12,500 tons. 

Troops la Havana. 

Havana, Dec. 29.—The United States 
now has 12,000 troops in this city. Maj. 
Gen. Brooke does not recognize the 
Cuban army, and will do everything 
compatible with tact and judgment to 
cause its disbandment. 

Dreyfus In Paris. 

Paris, Dec. 30.—It is reported that 
Capt. Dreyfus, who for the last three 
years has been kept in solitary and 
close confinement on the Isle de Di-
able, is now in this city under dis
guise. '• 

Roosevelt's Plurality. " 

Albany, N. Y., Dec. 30.—The official 
canvass of the vote cast for governor 
at the election in this state gives The
odore Boosevelt (rep.) a plurality of 
17,786 over Augustus Van Wyck (dem.}. 

Killed Three Men. 

Ambrose, Ho., Dec. 30.—In a fracas 
here William Barton shot and killed 
two men named Cobb and Henry 
Winger. -

Aged German Statesman Dead. 

, Berlin, Dec. 30.—Christian Diden, one 
of the oldest members of the reichstag, 
died Thursday in bis eighty-ninth year. 

to FIcM- the - lashfeMceatS Uet 
' ; Cbatr«l of _Cltr nad Coaapel Jth*^ 
. Surrender of Spaulah Prisoners, 

Wow .Being Held. 
'•"J *" ^ 1 

• Washington* Dec. £V. — Thii* & a 
good tdeal 'of anxiety in official circles 
here ov?r recent events at lloilo. Two 
official .dispatches have been received 
by the state and war departments, but 
it is .impossible to gather from them 
an accurate knowledge as to the condi
tion there. 
. The officials of the War department 

still decline to make public Gen. Otis' 
telegram of Tuesday, but there is no 
doubt that he is meeting with great'dii-
ficulty.in his effort to secure the release 
of the Spanish prisoners held by the 
Filipinos. It begins to appear clearly 
that a considerable element arno^ig the 
Filipino leaders—probably a majority 
—are disposed to use these unfortunate 
prisoners as a basis for negotiations 
with the United States government, 
making their release conditional upon 
certain more or less important conces
sions demanded by them. 

.Must- Be Released. 
It is hot yet a foregone conclusion 

that terms cannot be arranged by pri
vate conferences in Manila to secure 
the release of these men, but the 
United States government, being now 
pledged by treaty to free them, must 
resort to other means if peaceful repre
sentations fail. 

Arrived Too Late. 

Just before noon another dispatch 
came from Gen. Otis that at once con
firmed the fears of the officials of the 
war department as to whut had taken 
place at lloilo. It appears that the 
American forces had arrived too late on 
the scene and that the insurgents had 
added to the difficulty of the problems 
already presented by hoisting their flag 
over the city, which they had been be
sieging for months. 

Complicates tbe Problem. 

The evacuation by the Spaniards of 
all the Philippine ports, as reported by 
Gen. Otis, although doubtless inspired 
by a desire to secure their -safety by 
concentration, undoubtedly has done 
much to complicate the problem ai 
ready presented the war department 
of extending tbe military jurisdiction 
of the United States over the islands 
It will now be necessary to expedite 
the execution of the original plans, 
and it may be fully expected that with 
in a week important events will hav2 
happened in the Philippines. 

Will Demand Surrender ut lloilo. 

It is presumed that Gen. Otis will d? 
mand the surrender of lloilo into his 
hands, and this demand may at once 
raise the issue between'the insurgents 
and our own government of possession 
of the islands. The province of lloilo 
is set .down in the official directories as 
having a population of 412,000, and it 
is the second seaport in importanca 
in the Philippine group It is-located 
en a river navigable for vessels of 15 
feet draught, so that very few ftf our 
gunboats would be available to assist 
the troops in case it should be neces 
sary to take forcible possession of the 
city. 

Brings a Report from Hollo, 

Manila, Dec. 31.—The Spanish steam
er Romulus, which has just arrived 
here, confirms the report that the in
surgents at lloilo are inclined to sur
render that town to the Americans if 
satisfied as to the form of government 
which will be accorded them. 

Held for Poatage. 

Washington, Dec. 30.—The postmas 
ter at San Francisco has called atten
tion to the large amount of mail matter 
accumulating there under the mis 
taken notion that domestic postage ap
plies to Hawaii. Letters for residents 
of Hawaii,still require the interna
tional postage of five cents per half 
ounce, though all mail to people in the 
United States military or naval service 
is transmissable at domestic rates. 

Want Wars to Cease. 

Wilmington, Del., Dec. 30.—A dele
gation presented to President McKin-
ley two petitions, one from the great 
majority of the organized Protestant 
Christian churches of the world and 
the other from the Pan-Fresbyterian 
alliance, asking for international arbi
tration as a substitute for war. 

; The Cubaas Submit. 

Havana, Dec. 31,—The Cuban patriot
ic committee, consisting of 150 leading 
Cubans, lawyers, doctors and business 
men, at a meeting decided to yield 
without reservation to the wishes of 
Gen. Brooke and Gen. Ludlow in the 
matter of postponing the six days' cel
ebration. 

•ZA 
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Found Her Guilty. 

San Francisco, Dec. 31.—Mrs. Cor
delia Botkin was found guilty of mur
der in the first degree and sentenced 
to life imprisonment for causing the 
death of Mrs. John P. Dunning by send
ing a box of poisoned candy to her 
home in Dover, Del. 

Iowa Bank Robbed. 

New Hartford, la., Dec. 31.—The bank 
here was entered lay burglars Thurs-

2 day night. The thieves secured $150 in 
loose money. They escaped by stealing 
a horse and buggy from Mrs. Paul, near 
town. 

Brolce the Record. 

Port Said, Dec. 29.—The cruiser Buf
falo arrived here, en route for Manila, 
just 16ya days out from New York, 
breaking all naval records up to this 
point in her voyage. 
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For the Week Badta* De«. Bl. 
The American national bank of Lima, 

0., wss robbed of $18,000 by burglars. 
Fire in tbe business section ct Al

liance, O., caused a low of over $100,000. 
Nearly 3,000 United States troops 

sailed f rom Charleston, S. C., for Cuba. 
The largett rallroad station in the 

world was thrown open to the public. 
inBoston. 

The steameii GlenaVon was wrecked 
near -Qdng-kong and 20 of the crew 
•w4're Ibst.  ̂ j . ̂  ' 

Eight 'business booses were destroyed 
and six stores damaged by a fire at 
Oberlin, 0..f :|pig % : '• ; 

A/\littie son anfr daughter of Herman 
Bonger were burned to. _death,. at 
Osseo, Wis., ,)v;] 

The controlling interest of tfie* Chi
cago & Alton Tailroad has passed to 
eastern men. 

At Furley, Kan., Thomas Greene 
killed his wife and then shot himself. 
Jealousy .was the cause. 

A lieutenant, and 13 men of the 
French warship. Sure were killed in the 
Xew Hebrides by Natives. 

The Keystone Mutual Benefit associ
ation, incorporated in 1878, made an 
assignment at Allentowr., Pa. 

Cornelius McGanney and ten horses 
were burned to death in a fire which 
destroyed a stable in New York. 

A violent gale swept over the Eng
lish channel and the east coast of Great 
Britain, doing immense damage. 

George Dennison, a barber at Milford, 
O., was robbed of $5,000 in government 
bonds, tbe savings of many years. 

Nine of the European powers have 
reached an agreement regarding meth
ods for the suppression of anarchy. 

Harry C. Howell, who, the police as
sert, has eight wives in as many states, 
was ordered to leave Kansas City, Mo. 

Harry F. Bailey, cashier of the Cole-
brook (N. H.) national bank, was ar
rested on a charge of embezzling $34,-
000. 

Benjamin R. Willetts, aged 23, was 
hanged at Wethersfield, Conn., for the 
murder of David S. Lambert on Decem
ber 17, 1897. 

Near Washington Court House, O., 
Cary lioby and Frank Brown, sons of 
Albert Brown and William lioby, were 
burned to death. 

The Merritt & Chapman Wrecking 
company's outfit arrived at Santiago de 
Cuba to raise the former Spanish 
cruiser Reina Mercedes. 

An elevator belonging to the George 
C. Baglej' company was burned at Min
neapolis with 200,000 bushels of wheat, 
the loss being over $200,000. 

Dean & Shibley, bankers in Provi
dence, R. I., have taken charge of the 
arrangements to consolidate the paper 
manufacturers of this country. 

Dominique Krathofski was hanged 
at Springfield, Mass., for the murder pf 
his stepdaughter, Victoria Pinkus, 16 
years of age, on January 17, 1897. 

At the fourteenth annual convention 
in New Haven, Conn., of the American 
Historical association James F. Rhodes, 
of Boston, was elected president. 

Secretary Wilson has ordered the re
moval of the weather headquarters 
of the present West Indian storm warn
ing service from Kingston to Havana. 

Twelve acres, containing 11,000,000 
feet of lumber and mills, belonging to 
Shepard & Morse Lumber company of 
Boston, were burned at Burlington, Vt., 
the loss being $250,000. . i. v 

Combination Completed. 

Pittsburgh, Pa., Dec. 30.—The Post 
says the American Steel and Wire com
pany, the combination which has been 
in suspense for some time because some 
of the largest plants in tbe country re
fused to enter, was completed Thurs
day. The capitalization of tbe new com
pany will be $35,000,000. The new com
pany will practically control the rod 
and wire nail business of the world. 

Cattle Destined for Cuba. 

Houston, Tex., Dec. 30.—A statement 
just compiled shows there are now 120,-
000 head of cattle being fed for market 
on the line of the Gulf, Colorado &, 
Santa Fe railroad. The majority of 
these cattle are destined for Cuba, it is 
said. 

Slaters Drowned. 

Fulton, Mo., Dec. 28.—Mamie and 
Katie Bradley, aged 15 and 17 years, 
were drowned in Stinson creek, six 
miles south of here, being thrown from 
a horse which they were riding across 
the stream and carried into deep water. 

Pound Dead. 

Pierre, S. D., Dec. 30.—Dr. William 
Blackburn, president of Huron college, 
was found dead in his room in this city 
Thursday night. He has for years been 
among tbe most prominent educators 
cf this state. 

Sent by Mall. 

New York, .Dec. 29.—Mrs. Kate J. 
Adams died in 4his city from the ef
fects of poison sent in a package by 
mail to Harry Cornish, a well-known 
athlete, who boarded at Mrs. Adams' 
house. 

Opposed His Consecration.' , 

Omaha, Neb., Dec. 29.—The standing 
committee of the diocese of Nebraska 
has decided to refuse its canonical con
sent to the consecration of Dr. Mor
rison as bishop of Iowa. 

Noted Woman Dead. 

Buffalo, N. Y., Dec. 30.—Mrs. Lily 
Lord Tifft, secretary of the American 
Association for the Advancement of 
Women, died at her home in this city 
Thursday. 

A Boy Hero. 

New Rochelle, N. Y., Dec. 31.—Harry 
Hoffman and Grace Doran were drowned 
here while skating. The boy lost his 
life while trying to save the girl. 

Arsenic Kills Seven. 

Shelby, Tex., Dec. 31.—Arsenic placed 
in coffee by some one unknown caused 
the deaths of Frank Lomack, his wife 
and five children. 

The Center of Financial Power for 
the First Time Comes Across . 

' the Atlanta. 

i 8DUT KC01D HAH 11TK PASTYEM 

Expaasloa of Trade Is .-a -'Most Ke-
. markable Vletary—Mllllana Loaned 
Abroad, While • dold Imports In. 

-'' crease — BreadstuSs in DeMand 
«md-AU Llaes Share ln Prosperity 

New York, Dec. SI.—R,. Q.-Dun & Co.'s, 
weekly revlew of trade says:,"The year 1898 
has not ohly beep, one bt victory, of im
portant increase in territory and of in
calculable expansion of the influence of the 
United States among other nations, buthasu, 
surpassed all other, years In financial and 
industrial results. The center of financial 
power has croaaed the ocean. After pay
ing debts of several millions abroad and 
conducting a war loan to an honorable end. 
the country, is lending so many millions in 
Europe that, for the first time, banks 
abroad look to .New York to dictate the 
rate of exchange. Exports have been about 
$2,250,000,000 and the excess over Imports 
about $617,000,000, against $357,000,000 in 1S97, 
and in only two previous years has the bal
ance risen to $300,000,000. In no past calen
dar year have the net imports of gold 
reached $75,000,000, but this year they have 
been about $140,000,000. November passed 
all previous months in value of produce ex
ports over imports, -but December has gone 
much beyond November. 

Demand Unequalled. 
"Power in the world's markets comes 

with a demand for breadstuffs and other 
necessaries never before equaled. Exports 
of cotton have been over 7,700,000 baies, 
about 3,936,000,000 pounds, and in no pre
vious year as much as 7,000,000 bales, or 
3,500,000,000 pounds. Exports of breadBtuffs 
have been in value $283,918,294 in U months, 
and have never been as large in any other 
year. Exports of wheat for the year, lack
ing a day or two, have been 218,694,686 bush
els, flour Included, slightly exceeded only 
by 225,665,812 in 1S92, and of corn 200,979,077 
bushels, only approached by 189,127,570 in 
1S97. The heaviest exports of both grains 
and flour ih any previous year were 6 
000,000 bushels smaller, only 360,220,513 in 
1897. Though wheat was raised to $1.91 in 
May, the highest quotation with the 
highest monthly average for 80 years, 
$153.23, so that the average for the flrst half 
year was $111.11, exceeded slightly in 1891, 
but the highest since 1883, the December av 
erage has been only 72 cents, 25 cents below 
that of last year, but the year's average, 
93 cents, is the highest since 1881. 

Due to Industrial Progress. 
"The triumph in finance has been largely 

due to industrial progress. The output of 
pig iron has been about 11,645,000 tons, the 
greatest yet reached in any year by 2,000,000 
tons, and greater than Great Britain ever 
reached by 2,800,000 tons. Yet the con 
sumption in manufacture has been still 
larger in spite of net exports of pig; in ten 
months 163,089 tons for unsold stocks were 
reduced in 11 months 380,000 tons. Exports 
of iron manufactures in ten months were 
about $87,614,536 in value, against Imports of 
$13,497,817. 

Bradstreet'a Report. 

Bradstreet's says: "Concisely stated, the 
reports received as to the year's business in 
all sections of the country point to an un
precedented volume of domestic and export 
trade, which is reflected In bank clearances 
that break the high record of 1892. The gen 
eral level of prices pf staples and securi
ties at the close of the year is at the high
est point reached for five years past. These 
general results in the country at large have 
been achieved, too, notwithstanding the 
outbreak and conclusion of a foreign war, 
and in spite, also, of unfavorable condi
tions in some industries, notably textile 
manufacturing, which, combined with un
favorable weather early in the year and 
the lowest prices for cotton on record, ex
ercised an unfavorable Influence. But the 
close of the year finds an Improvement even 
In those directions, and returns as to retail 
trade, and particularly holiday business, 
are strikingly good in all sections. 

"Best reports as to distributive trade nat
urally come from the grain-growing sec
tions of the country, which were the flrBt 
to feel an improvement resulting from free 
foreign demand for our cereals, but indi
cations are not wanting that this improve
ment is gradually percolating throughout 
the entire business community, and, coupled 
with unprecedented export trqde In man
ufactured goods and the fact that we are 
selling two dollars' worth abroad for every 
dollar's worth we buy, renders possible the 
gains reported in distributive trade over 
1&97, ranging from 10 to 40.per cent., with 
likewise good reports from the manufac
turing centers excepting the textile Indus
tries already mentioned. The export trade 
of the country for the year, as above inti
mated, Is the heaviest ever known, and will 
probably exceed $1,250,000,000 in value, thus 
being nearly double the Imports. Our ex
port trade in manufactured goods, It 
might be observed, is the heaviest ever 
known, and for the first time In our coun
try's history exceeded the value of Imports 
of similar goods. 

The Record of P. - i  lures. 
"There were 11,638 failures in the United 

States in 1898, involving liabilities of $141,-
137,117, a decrease from 1897 in number of 
11.2 per cent, anil In liabilities of 9.5 per 
cent. Compared with 1896 and 1895 the pro
portion of decrease shown Is even larger, 
and compared with 1896 failures were fewer 
by 25 per cent, and liabilities smaller by 
64 per cent. 

Took His Own Life. 

Chicago, Dec. 30.—Henry Clay Mont 
gomery, a grain dealer and leading busi
ness man at Decatur, 111., and formerly 
tieasurer of Macon county, killed him
self in his room at the Great Northern 
hotel some time between Wednesday 
afternoon and Thursday morning. 
Financial troubles growing out of bis 
grain business at Decatur are supposed 
to have driven him to suicide. 

Death of a Jurist.' 

Wellsville, N. Y., Dec. 29. — Judge 
Hamilton Ward, of the supreme court, 
died Wednesday, aged 70 years. He 
was a member of tbe Thirty-ninth, For
tieth and Forty-first congresses and in 
1870 was elected attorney-general of 
New York. 

A Phenomenal Year. 

New York, Dec. 31.—The year 1898 
has been one of the most phenomenal 
in the history of Wall street. The to
tal business of the stock exchange was 
$918,028,710 and the total bank ex 
changes exceeded $50,000,000,000. 

• , Don't Want Dynamite. 

Washington, Dec. 29.—Consul-Gen
eral Goodnow has notified the state 
department from Shanghai that the 
Chinese government has forbidden dy
namite end like explosives l<> be landed 
in China. h~';-

A Deadly Battle. 
Seaside, Ore., Dec. 31.—Charles Wil-

Iard, a desperate character, shot and 
killed Sheriff J. W. Williams and Dep
uty Lamers and was himself kilhtd by 
K. W. Fulton. 

foERATE^Clij 
ijodge Ataldon fci» 
nam rale cases 

lav authorizing tbe fixing of 
rates 'by the tailtoad *ctfimmnion 
passed nearly.. two ,,nm,* igb.' Rates 
were fixed by body early i* tbe 
summer, and the The, ̂  
railroads refused to reduce ratjes as or-
dered, and tlie matter was taken , into , 
the courts. The attorney-general was 
worked almost to death. In; the work of 
taking care of his end-of the case, which-
involved numerous trips to St. Paid, 
and continuous sessions of an hour or 
more in duration. Suddenly it was dis
covered that the act under which the 
commissioners' were acting made no 
provision for the payment oi extraor-. 
dinary expenses in the prosecution of 
cases arising through its operation/ The 
court waited si reasonable ^tjme,- affd 
gave judgment to.,the roads by reason 
of default on the part of the state, r 

Y* 
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ARRESTED FOR EMBEZZI.E-
MENT. 

S. A. Sylvester,, formerly agent of the' 
Equitable Life Insurance company at 
Hillsboro, was arrested at Seattle for al
leged embezzlement. He was taken on 
a warrant charging him with being a 
fugitive from justice, and his case was 
continued until Dec. 29, to give $ime -0 
(or requisition papers to arrive. For a 
long time Sylvester's reports to the 
general office of his company had been 
unsatisfactory. Finally an examining 
agent was sent to Hillsboro to investi
gate Sylvester's affairs. This agent 

.found Sylvester short;in his accounts, 
and was about to have a warrant is
sued for his arrest when he suddenly 
left the country. Sylvester admits that ' 
he owes the company $500, but states _ 
that he is not guilty of any crime, hav- . 
ing spent the money for expense in con
nection with his agency. He avows 1 

willingness to come back to Hillsboro 
and stand trial. < 

-mi 
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* * ALL WANT THE BOYS.- ^ 
There will be an earnest contention 

0)S£ 3JEJS 9l{) Ut SUMO! 1BJ3A3S SuOUlC 
which shall be selected for the muster
ing out of the state troops on their re
turn front Manila. Bismarck is an ap
plicant. Jamestown wants it. Fargo 
will no doubt seek to have the troops 
brought there. Up to the present time 
no recommendation has been made. 

THREE TOUGH ONES. 
There are now three prisoners in the 

Bismarck jail who arc the principals in 
the three tragedies that have occurred 
on the slope in the past three months— 
Warner, who shot and killed Fred Wil
liams, north of Washburn; Hedstrom, 
the boy who killed his grandmother by 
striking her with a rifle, and Cole, who 
is under sentence of death for the mur
der of the Ford girl. , 

—r- ^ 
STRUCK BY THE CARS. 

The south-bound Great Northern 
train struck and killed a horse belong
ing to Oscar Nelson on the crossing 
near the Robcrton Lumber company's 
office of Grafton. Mr. Nelson was go
ing west, driving a team. The whole 
outfit was thrown a considerable dis
t a n c e  i n t o  a  d i t c h .  . '  •  

WORTHY OF NOTE. 
It is worthy of note that not a single 

piece of the La Moure county lands 
that were sold for delinquent taxes on 
the 5th inst. reverted to the county. 
The bidding was very spirited and the 
list of lands to be sold for unpaid taxes 
was the shortest ever made in La 
Moure county. 

A transfer freight line has been es
tablished connecting Lisbon with An< 
selm on the Soo. 

The Congregational church at Coop-
crstown has just paid oft a balance of 
indebtedness amounting to $215. 

Fish in large quantities arc being 
taken with pitchforks from the James 
river near Grand Rapids and Dickey. 

Petitions are in circulation in the 
towns on the Southwestern line, asking 
that the daily passenger train service 
be resumed. 

The vote on the proposition to move 
the county seat of Logan county from 
Napoleon to section 6, town 134, range 
69, was carried by a vote cf 105 to 50, 
The new location is 18 miles from Na
poleon, and 10 miles from the railway 
at its nearest point. 

O. W. Bonzcr, of Lidgerwood, was 
handling a shotgun when it exploded, 
filling his eyes with burned powder, but 
fortunately not destroying either of 
them. 

The meanest man on earth stole all 
the clothes off a Fargo washerwoman's 
line the other day. 

The Casselton Mercantile Company's 
department store was discovered on fire 
the other afternoon. The stock was ut
terly ruined, but well insured. The 
building was saved, though the fire 
burned through the opera house over
head and the stage and scenery were 
burned. The fire department did splen
did work and prevented a great,con
flagration. 

A mass meeting, was held at Fargo to 
take some steps toward getting the First 
North Dakota regiment of volunteers 
back from Manila. The parents and 
friends of the boys want North Dakota 
representatives in congress to get them 
back at the same time as the 13th Min
nesota, and want them mustered out in 
Fargo, as the most central place. 

Postmaster Atwood. of Courtenay. 
lias been appointed signal officer for the 
government weather bureau and Cour
tenay will hereafter get the forecasts 
of the blizzard sharps, in Ume to pre
pare for them. 

— — - - ^  

JtiMtly Offended. 

No wonder the colonel got mad. He was 
Bhot in the leg at Santiago, and on coming 
home was deservedly a hero. He was met 
by one of these fussy old chaps who likes 
to hear himself talk and who broke out 
K-ith; "Why, colonel, I see that you limp. 
What's the matter with you?" 

"Fell out of bed!" roared the colonel. 
"Don't you read the papers?"—Detroit Free 
Press. 

m 
One Thing: Seedfnl. ; 

"What we need in this country," howled 
the political orator, "is an elastic cur
rency—" 

"Right you are, mister," interrupted a 
man near the door; "something that will 
stretch a man's income GO as to make both 
end« incct."—Chicago Evening News. 
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