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FBA.VCK h&s now a law by which mar* 
riage may be dissolved without cost' to 
the applicants. The Paris divorce 
court devotes Thursdays to gratuitous 
decrees. On one day recently 294 
couples were divorced during a session 
of four hours, an average of more than 
one divorce a minute. The applicants 
belonged' to the working class, in 
which divorces were infrequent before 
the passage of the law. , 

THE Guards band was playing out on 
the Windsor Castle terrace during de
jeuner; recently and the queen was so 
much struck by one pretty march tune 
that she desired one of the maids of 
hopor to.go and ascertain what it was 
called. The classic features of that 
high-born damsel were suffused with 
blushes as she returned and made an
swer: " 'Come Where the Booze la 
Cheaper,' your majesty." 

THK greatest diving feat ever achiev
ed was in moving the cargo of the ship 
Cape Horn, wracked off the coast of 
South America, when a diver named 
Hooper made seven descents to a depth 
of over 200 feet, remaining at one time 
42 minutes under the water. An au
thority states that the greatest depth 
to which a man has been known to de
scend does not exceed 220 feet, which 
is equivalent to a pressure of 88  ̂
pounds to the square inch. , 

IT is said that in Australia there is a 
hotel where rheumatic patients con
gregate. Whenever a whale has been 
taken the patients are rowed over to 
the works in which the animal is 
cut up, the whalers dig a narrow grave 
in the . body, and in this the patient 
lies tot two hours, as in a Turkish 
bath, the decomposing blubber of the 
whale closing around his body and 
acting as a huge poultice. This is 
known as the whale cure for rheuma
tism. 

WILLIAM E. GLADSTONE, England's 
Grand Old Man, used to make political 
speeches in queer places. In fact, it 
was he who initiated the custom of 
speaking from railway trains. He 
poured out his political principles from 
the mouths of tunnels, on the tops of 
mountains—notably his adventures in 
Midlothian—at pit mouths and deep 
down in the bowels of the earth, on 
hays stacks, in chapels,'once in a Con
gregational church and frequently on 
board ship. 

QUEEN VICTOBIA and all the adult 
lady members of the royal family now 
carry walking sticks, some of which 
are beautifully mounted with gold 
knobs. Her majesty's sticks have 
handles and she uses them for actual 
support in what little walking she 
does. Walking sticks among military 
ladies, too, are now the fashion. 
Walking umbrellas have also been in
troduced, and the princess of Wales 
has one that is no thicker than an or* 
dinary walking stick when folded. 

THE population of the city of Paris 
at the last census was 2,500,000, and ac
cording to the recently published 
•'Press Annuaire" for 1899, the news
papers for the city now number 2,587. 
There are in Paris at present 140 daily 
political newspapers, but how many 
there will be next week, or how many 
the week after is practically impossible 
to Btate. If public occasion demanded 
there might be another dozen. Of the 
political organs in existence, 97 come 
under the category of republican, 30 
are conservative, and 13 are socialist. 

DEVIL'S ISLAND, made famous as the 
prisoh of Dreyfus, has a strange spe
cies of animal found nowhere else on 
earth. This odd animal has been call
ed the coati and is a peculiar combina
tion of mammiferous, carniverous 
plantigrade. It is about the size of a 
cat when full grown, with a long head 
shaped like a pyramid, a tremendous 
nose, making it the Cyrano of animals. 
The jaws are long, like those of a young 
alligator, and it uses its fore :paws to 
carry its food to its mouth, as monkeys 
and squirrels do. 

v FOUR months ago the English army 
marched upon Omdurman and Khar
tum, and with Maxim guns mowed 
down the brave "fuzzie-wuzzies," who, 

. with unlimited daring, rushed upon 
the British lines. Now these same 

vBritish are already building in Khar
tum the Gordon Memorial college, and 
recently Lord Cromer laid the founda-

. - tion-stone. The college is to teach 
^agriculture, engineering, and other 
technical arts, in the Arabic language, 
and half a million dollars have been 
^subscribed in England for its support, 
at .the solicitation of Gen. Kitcheners 

THE .finest military riding school in 
(existence is in Moscow. It is 560 feet 
-long, 140 feet broad and 41 feet high, 
and, saving only the Midland terminus 
in JLondon, its root is the largest in the 
world unsupported -by pillars. It is 

slavishly ornamented, but in every re
spect save size it is quite eelipsed by 
the subterranean riding school in Wel-
beck Abbey- This wonderful apart
ment, if it can be called such, is 385 

• feet long, about 130 feet wide, and its 
glass root is nine feet higher than that 
of the Moscow schooL 

Ax ingenious invention, lately placed 
on the market by a Glasgow journalist, 
is attracting considerable attention 
among those whose daily pursuits 
•train the eye. The inventor, having 
overworked his eyes nntil he could use 
them only with the greatest difficulty. 
At. last hit upon the plan of putting 
several strips of different colored paper 
near hip inkstand, so'that every time 
he reached for ink his eyes fell on 
them. The ownersof the patent claims 
that not only were his eyes relieved, 
but his sight improved by this simple 
device. Just why,is for an oculist to 
explain. 

The Fifty-Fifth Session of the Na
tional Legislature Closes at 

Noon on Saturday. . 
*  ' i *  

ALL THE APPROPRIATION BILLS PASSED. 

CloainK Beeaei of a Memorable Se«-
•ion—Cheer* Patriotic 8on*s 
In the House—President MeKtBley 
Well Pleased—Brief Heffine of the 
R e c o r d  M a d e .  ,  <  <  . ' U  

Washington, March 6.—The Fifty-
fifth national cpngress was adjourned 
at noon Saturday after a session which 
marks a memorable epoch in American 
history. All of the large appropria
tion measures, over which a battle 
royal had been waged during the clos
ing days of legislation, were passed, 
compromise on the more important 
features having been effected during 
the all-night vigil of the members of 
both houses. The senate was adjourned 
at 12:08 o'clock, the house at 12:10. 

There was no demonstration what
ever in the senate. There was general 
handshaking among the senators and 
many expressions of regret were heard 
that many members whose terms ex
pired were not to be here when the sen
ate met again. j. - i" .. 

In the House." 

The closing scenes were of more than 
usual interest. After all the bills had 
been passed there followed the usual 
resolutions. That offered by Mr. Bai
ley, thanking Speaker Reed, and the 
remarks of the minority leader were of 
a character to lend a dramatic turn to 
the proceedings. The action of the 
house and the speaker's reply aroused 
the house and spectators to enthusi
asm. After adjournment members and 
visitors joined in singing patriotic airs. 

President Well Pleased. 

Washington, March 6.—The presi
dent expresses himself as well pleased 
in general with the outcome of the 
session of congress just closed. He 
takes a hopeful view of conditions, be
lieving that the failure of congress to 
meet the requirements in several in
stances will not operate to embarrass 
the government seriously. 

CONGRESS AND ITS WORK. 

'Three Notable Sessions of the Fifty-
Fifth National Legislature. 

Washington, March <>.—The Fifty-fifth 
•congress, which adjourned sine die at noon 
Saturday, will live in history for two 
things. First and foremost will be its pa
triotic spirit In connection with the war 
•with Spain. Next will be the enormous 
•sums carried in Its appropriation bills, 
which exceed *1.500,000.000. it was preceded 
by four $1,000,000,000 congresses, but this is 
the first time the appropriations have ex
ceeded $1,600,000,000. It will be lampooned 
with charges of extravagance, but a large 
part of the excess in expenditure grew out 
of the war—much of It in the prosecution of 
conflict and some of it for maintenance of 
the enlarged national policies in the en
suing era of peace. 

The Fifty-fifth congress had three ses
sions, each of them marked by the enact
ment of legislation of great Importance. 

The first session passed the Dlngley tar
iff act. 

The second session gave the world a strik
ing proof of the patriotism of the American 
people regardless of party by the act 
which placed a fund of $50,000,000 in the 
hands of the president to be used for the 
national defense—an act that was passed 
by a unanimous vote and with no demand 
upon the president for an accounting. Thla 
was supplemented by other measures up
holding the hands of the commander in 
chief in the conduct of the war. 

Unlike any previous oongress, the Flfty-
flfth saw the conclusion of the war which It 
helped to Inaugurate, and In its closing 
session it provided men and money on a 
generous scale for the support of the na
tion in Its broader career in the future. 

Congress left some things undone that 
were to be desired, but even the friends of 
these policies are resigned to wait and are 
agreed that congress wade a good record. 

The sentiment of the country was for the 
construction of a ship canal across the 
American Isthmus, but the project was in
volved' in so many perplexing doubts and 
complications and entailed such an enor
mous expense that congress hesitated to 
commit the country to it without more 
light. 

Hawaii was at the door asking for a per
manent form of government, but here again 
congress wanted delay in order to gain a 
better understanding of the- needs of the 
case, and moreover it is felt the islands can 
easily get along under the arrangement 
provided for in the annexation resolution, 
which continued the old government under 
the direction of the president. 

Bound up with Hawaii and the other 
isles of the Pacific was the question of a 
cable, but that <is not considered vital. 

The bill for the upbuilding of the mer
chant marine by a system of subsidies 
probably hadi a majority of each house in 
Its favor, but it came up too late In the 
session to be crowded through against the 
'opposition of Speaker Reed and a coterie 
•of objecting senators. 

With the close of this session many sen
ators and congressmen of national reputa
tion will retire from service at the capitol. 
'Senator Gorma% of Maryland, Is perhaps 
the most conspicuous of these, because of 
this leadership of the democratic party. 

Senator Quay is quite as conspicuous as a 
leader on the republican side, but he Is still 
'battling for life and has a chance to return. 

Senators Turpie and Mills are famous 
statesmen about to give way to younger 
men, and 8enator Allen, who has been con
spicuous as a pioneer populist in the sen
ate, will return to the quiet of a Nebraska 
village. 

The house will lose more than a hundred 
of its members, some of them well known, 
but moBt of them obscure. 

Murder and Suicide. 

Wymore, Neb., March 3.—Clyde 
Cole, a young man living at Endicott, 
near here, was shot and instantly killed 
by Bert Grundy, his bosom friend, in 
a quarrel over a giri. After the crime 
Grundy killed himself. 

Will Affect 10,000 Hand*. 

Manchester, N. H., March 3.—The di
rectors of the Amoskeag corporation 
voted to restore the wages of 1897 after 
April 3. The increase amounts to more 
than ten per cent. The company em
ploys 10,000 hands. 

"' Noted Artist Dead. 

New York, March 6.—Michael Angelo 
Woolf, the famous artist, said to be 
the originator of humoo-ous pen and 
ink sketches in this country, died in 
this city, aged 62 years. 

HEW SPANISH CABINET. 

Ministry Takes the Oath at Madrid 
—dener Bllvela Iwtrs as 

•W: ^ Sasasta** Successor. '* '••V 

Madrid, March 6. — The new cabinet 
took the oath of office Saturday. The 
ministry is composed as follows: 

Premier and minister of foreign affairs— 
Senor Sllvela. 

Minister of the Interior—Senor Dato. 
Minister of finance—Marquis Villa Verde. 
Minister of justice—Senor Duran. 
Minister of war—Oen. Pollevaja. 
Mtnlster of public affairs and of the col

onies—Marquis Pldal. 
Minister of marine—Admiral Imas. 
Those who are in the immediate sur

rounding of Senor Silvela say his cole 

SENOR FRANCISCO SILVELA. 
(Appointed by the Queen Regent of Spain 

to Form a New Ministry.) 

idea is to regenerate the. country. He 
holds that the queen regent can ratify 
the treaty of peace with the United 
States without a vote of the cham
bers and that, therefore, their disso
lution need not defer the ratification. 

NEW STARS FOR BOTH. s 

Rear Admiral Dewey Is Now Admiral 
of the Navy and Brie. Gen. Otis 

*• Major General. 

Washington, March 4. — The presi
dent yesterday sent to the senate and 
that body confirmed the nominations of 
Bear Admiral George Deweyv to be ad
miral of the navy under the act ap
proved March 2, 1899, and Brig. Gen. 
Elwell S. Otis, U. S. A., to be major 
general by brevet, to ranlc from Feb
ruary 4, 1899, for military skill and 
most distinguished services in the 
Philippine islands. 

Washington, March 4. — Secretary 
Long has cabled Admiral Dewey as fol
lows: 

"Heartiest congratulations upon your de
served promotion as admiral." 

Secretary Alger sent the following 
congratulatory message to Maj. Gen. 
Otis at Manila: 

"Washington, March 3.—You have been 
nominated and confirmed a major general 
by brevet In the regular army. The pres
ident wishes this message of congratula
tion sent you, in which I cordially join." 

PROOF OF FRIENDSHIP. ^ 
Germany Withdraws Her Warships 

from the Philippines and Asks Onr 
Protection for Her Subjects. 

Washington, March 1.—The German 
government- has set at- rest, effectually, 
the rumors of a purpose on its part, di
rectly or indirectly, to embarrass the 
United States in the Philippine islands, 
and has given a signal manifestation of 
its desire to promote the most cordial 
relations between Germany and the 
United States by ordering the with
drawal of all vessels of its navy from 
Philippine waters, and placing the lives 
and property of its subjects there under 
the protection of the United States gov
ernment. The president, has accepted 
the trust, and there will be no German 
ships at either Manila or Iloilo to dis
turb the relations between the two 
countries by forming the base of sen
sational and false rumors. 

Asks Pay for 48,000 Men. 
Havana, March 6.—Gen. Maximo 

Gomez has sent Governor-General 
Brooke, by Inspector General Roloff, 
of the Cuban army, a statement of the 
number of men ii) the army. It is un
derstood that the total reaches 48,000, 
of which 32,000 are privates, 10,000 non
commissioned officers and the rest com
missioned officers, from major generals, 
to sublieutenants. Gen. Brooke has re
ceived a telegram from Washington 
saying that paymasters with $3,000,000 
will arrive here next week. 

A Valley Flooded. 

Charleston, W. Va., March 6.—The 
Kanawha valley was visited Sunday by 
one of the worst floods in local history. 
After several days of heavy rainfall the 
Kanawha Elk river in an unprecedent
ed short time has covered almost the 
entire valley. Charleston is almost en
tirely under water. Four feet surround 
the state capitol. The mayor and lead
ing citizens have opened a relief station 
and are distributing provisions and 
clothing among the suffering. 

Will Meet In Des Moines. 

Des Moines, la., March 4.—The repub
lican state central committee Friday 
decided to hold the next state conven
tion at Des Moines, August 9. The ratio 
of representation was unchanged, 
which will give the convention about 
1,300 delegates. 

Value of Hawaii. 

Washington, March 1.—The president 
sent the senate yesterday an inventory 
of the property of the Hawaiian gov
ernment transferred to the United 
States under the act of annexation, the 
total valuation being placed at $10,-
873,406. 

Hsnged Himself. 
Decatur, Hi., March 6.—George W. 

Dowers, a prominent farmer near Lake 
City, hanged himself Saturday morn
ing. Ill health was the cause. His fa
ther also killed himself about ten 
years ago. 

Agred Lake Captain Dead. 
Norwalk, O., March 3.—Isaac Walton, 

an old lake captain, known at all the 
upper and lower lake ports, is dead 
here. He was 83 years of age. 

He Thinks That the Rebellion in the 
Philippines Will Not Last More 
" Than Three Months. 

?%*• <ni 

AGGRESSIVE TACTICS ARE THE ORDER. 

The Insurgents Mnst Surrender Un
conditionally — Admiral Dewey 
Raises Hits New Flag—Gunboat 
Shells the Rebels—Arrival of 
American Reenforcements.' 

Manila, March 6.—Gen. Otis thinks 
the war will be practically ended with
in three months. When Gen. Lawton's 
division arrives the American line now 
stretched out for 22 miles around Ma
nila will be shortened and strength
ened to enable a powerful column to 
dash out and smash the insurgents 
massed beyond Caloocan and then ad
vance on to Malolos, the Filipino cap
ital. Admiral Dewey thinks that the 
enemy should be attacked immediately 
and the islands occupied. 

Unconditional Surrender. 
Gen. Otis says that he will receive no 

communication from the insurgents, 
but he is willing to treat with Aguinal-
do simply as chief of the insurgent 
forces. He will accept nothing but un
conditional surrender. Before the 
present conflict began Gen. Otis said he 
sounded all Aguinaldo's commissioners 
as to the acceptance of local self-gov
ernment under American sovereignty. 
Aguinaldo replied that he would only 

DIED SUDDENLY. 
Barn Farrer Hersehell Poises Away 

la Washington Vsesptecteilr 
from the Effects of a Fall. 

Washington, March 2.—Baron Farrer 
Hersehell, one of the commissioners 
from Great Britain on the high joint 
commission in session here to adjust 
differences between the United States 
and Canada, died quite suddenly at 7: OS 
o'clock Wednesday morning at tie 
Shoreham hotel, where he had been 
confined to his bed for several weeks 
with a broken bone, caused by a fall on 
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— I /- — 
LORD FARRAR HERSCHELL. 

(Head of the British-Canadian Boundary 
Commission.) 

a slippery sidewalk. Lord Herschell's 
death came without warning. Except 
for the pain incident to the fracture of 
his leg, which occurred on February 
15, he has been in excellent health and 
spirits, and up to almost the hour of his 
death there was no premonitory symp
toms of the coming end. • ~ 

f' ? 
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THE TROUBLE NOW IS THAT HE CAN'T LET GO. 

accept absolute independence, although 
he was willing to let the United States 
protect the republic against foreign 
interference. Gen. Otis is anxious to 
have Spain ratify the treaty, as now 
everything outside of Manila is official
ly Spanish territory. 

Dewey's New Flag Sainted. 
Manila, March 6. — Admiral George 

Dewey raised his flag as an admiral on 
board the Olympia Saturday and was 
saluted by the guns of the forts, of the 
foreign warships, the British cruiser 
Narcissus and the German cruiser 
Kaiserin Augusta and by the Amer
ican ships in port 

Position at Guadalupe Shelled. 

Manila, March 6.' — At daylight Gen. 
Wheaton's outposts discovered a large 
body of rebels attempting to cross the 
river for the purpose of reenforcing 
the enemy at Guadalupe, and a gunboat 
advanced under a heavy fire and poured 
shot into the jungle on both sides of 
the river and shelled the enemy's posi
tion at Guadalupe, effectually but tem
porarily scattering the rebels. The 
enemy's loss was heavy. Private John 
T. Oiz, of battery C, Third artillery, was 
killed. On board the gunboat Privates 
William Wheeler, of company L, and 
Louis Barrien, of company G, Califor
nia regiment, were wounded. 

Arrival of Reenforcements.; ' 

Washington, March 6. — The war de
partment has received the following 
cablegram announcing the arrival at 
Manila of six companies of reenforce
ments for the army in the Philippines: 

"Manila, March 4.—Adjutant General, 
Washington: The transport Senator just 
arrived, troops in good health. One cas
ualty, accidental drowning. 

(Signed) "OTIS." 
The Senator carries companies A B, 

C. D, H and K, of the Twenty-second in
fantry, and sailed from San Francisco 
on the 1st of February. The balance 
of this regiment will soon arrive at 
Manila on the transport Ohio, which 
followed the Senator. -

Sale of the Alton Road. 

Chicago, March 2.—The Chicago & 
Alton railroad has been sold to a syn
dicate representing the controlling in
terests in the Baltimore & Ohio, Mis
souri Pacific, Union Pacific^and Mis
souri, Kansas & Texas) systems. The 
price paid for the road, counting in the 
bonded debt, is $74,505,675. 

Is Now a Lair. 

Washington, March 3.—The president 
has signed the bill appropriating $20,-
000,000 to carry out the provision of the 
peace treaty with Spain. ^ 

Sent to Prison. 

Madrid, March 3.—A court-martial 
sentenced Gen. Toral, who surrendered 
Santiago to the Americans, to a' term 
in a military prison. 

The United States supreme court ad
journed upon the announcement of the 
death of Lord Hersehell. 

The secretary of state cabled Mr. 
Choate, our ambassador at London, as 
follows: 

"Express through appropriate channels 
the deep sorrow the president feels by rea
son of the death of tiord Hersehell, whose 
career of eminent usefulness is thus cut 
short on the eve of the accomplishment of 
his mission. Assure Lord Herschell's fam
ily of the president's sincere condolence, to 
which I add my own personal sympathy. 

(Signed) "HAY." 

Gen. Clay Insane. 

Lexington, Ky., March 6. — The 
friends of Gen. Cassius Marcellus Clay 
are alarmed at what they believe is 
the collapse of his mind. Since Riley 
Brock and Dora Richardson, his di
vorced child wife, were married Gen. 
Clay has not been himself and sits in 
a moody condition in his library at 
Whitehall. 

Will Renellt Thousands. 

Chicago, March 3.—The American Tin 
Plate company on Thursday gave no
tice of an increase in the wages in all 
its plants. The men affected are those 
who have been receiving less than $2.50 
per day, the increase ranging from five 
to ten per cent, a day. Fully 10,000 men 
will be benefited by the advance. 

Michigan Prohibitionists. 

Jackson, Mich., March 2.—The pro
hibitionists met here yesterday and 
nominated Frank B. Clark for justice 
of the supreme court and F. S. Good
rich and Noah W. Cheever for regents 
of the university. The platform favors 
woman's suffrage and the adoption of 
the initiative and referendum. 

The Pnbllo Debt. 

Washington, March 2.—The monthly 
statement of the public debt shows that 
at the close of business on February 28, 
1899, the debt, less cash in the treasury, 
was $1,157,904,391, an increase during 
the month of $5,279,641. This increase 
is accounted for by a corresponding de
crease in the cash. 

Cyclone Kills Three. 

Athens, Tenn., March 6.—A terrific 
cyclone passed over a portion of Mad-
isonvilie and Monroe county, killing 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Moser and Ed L. 
Horton, of Madisonville, and destroy
ing property valued at $3,000,000. ; -

Burled In Snow. 

White Pine, Col., March 4.—Mrs. Mar
garet Stout, a boarding house keeper, 
and five men were buried in an ava
lanche of snow that swept, the house 
off a mountain side. 

Stint Colnagrc. 

Philadelphia, March 3.—The total 
number of pieces coined at the mint 
here during February was 2,291,190, 
their total value being $10,169,670. 

K 
Business for the Past Month Was 

Far the Greatest Ever Known < 
in February. 

WA6ES SHARE THE UPWARD MOVEMENT. 

Reports from All Parts of the Cssn-
try Are Very EncouraKins—Prices 
Generally Show Few Important 
Changes—Bxport Trade In Cereals 
Is Recover!nar. 

New York, March 4.—Bradstreet's says: / 
"An enlarged volume or aprlng trade, par
ticularly in dry goods, due to spring 
weather, special strength in the demand vv:. 
and price for cotton fabrics, an immense ? 
and urgent call at soaring prices for iron 
and steel and all Its products, and sub- • . 
stantial advances In wages, chiefly affect
ing the above-mentioned Industries, and < 
benefitting at a conservative calculation 
110,000 operatives, are among features of the 
week going to show that the producing ele- : • 
ments of the country's population are. 
sharing In the present favorable condi
tions. From many cities, east and west.ir^: 
come reports of an active demand from 
jobbers for spring dry goods. From th» 
cotton manufacturing Industry come re
ports of activity. Inducing manufacturers 
to grant advances to their operatives, 
while the list of advances in prices of Iron 
and steel products, whether of crude, ot 
manufactured or even of old material, is a 
virtual roll call of that Industry's products. 
An encouraging feature is the small num
ber of strikes'for'higher wages reported, 
partly owing to advances being already con
ceded as a result of sliding scale agreements, -K 
the only Important labor troubles being re-
ported in the coal mining Industry in the 
southwest. Additional proof that the ex-
port demand for our iron and steel manu- t 
factures will be checked by recent and 
pending price advances is not lacking. In < 1 

the lumber trade the producer seems likely1' 
also to reap a long delayed reward as buy- { 
ers become familiar with the fact that _ 
available supplies, whether of hardwood,, ^ 
of white or yellow pine, or of spruce and 
hemlock, are well controlled, while the out-« ;';i 
look for building trade activity is favor-- -> 
able. Our export trade In cereals is recov
ering from the check administered by re-' 
cent frigid and stormy weather, but re
ports of damage to the winter wheat crop 
on the one hand and estimates of super-, 
abundant supplies of old crop in farmers' 
hands have about balanced each other, 
with a slight advantage as regards prices'-• 
secured by the bears. Prices generally, 
aside from the exceptions noted, show few 
important changes. Corn is slightly high- ^ 
er, while oats are fractionally lower. The - * 
movement of cotton at the south has, 
proved smaller than anticipated, and as the ^ 
current consumption is heavy, both at 
homo and abroad, quotations are slightly 
higher. Talk of new combinations In"' 
many lines of trade continues active, but 7 
signs are not wanting that promoters find 
It harder to place shares of companies not 
widely known." • *• 

From Dun's Point of View. 
R. O. Dun & Co.'s review of trade says: 

"The business for the past month was 
far the greatest ever known in February. 
Clearing house exchanges were about $7,-
000,000,000, against $5,567,553,844 last year, and 
64.2 larger than In 1892. In all the years of 
weekly commercial reporting there has , 
been no other week in which the reports 
from all parts of the country have been' 
on the whole so good as they are this week. 
Moreover, during the past week there has 
been a general advance in wages, immedi
ate or prospective. At most points the ad
vance of ten per cent, or more was en
tirely voluntary. It has averaged five to 
ten per cent, in tin plate works, and about 
ten per cent, in other cases, and as It affects 
much over 100,000 hands it will add great
ly to the purchasing power of the wage-
earners. 

"The return of failures in February, 
while showing larger liabilities than in 
January, are highly encouraging. A rath- ^ 
er unusual number of large failures in scat
tered branches of manufacture has swelled 
the aggregate. Including one concern for 
$1,000,000 in electrical apparatus, but in 
nearly all branches the statement indicates 
a remarkably healthy condition in spile of 
these failures, while In trading the de
faulted liabilities are smaller than In Jan- " 
uary or any previous winter month for six 
years. 

"Failures for the week have been In the 
United States, 186, against 251 last year, and 
47 In Canada, against 82 last year." 

Sew Party. 

Cincinnati, March 2.—A new national 
political party, to be known as the 
union reform party, was organized' 
here yesterday, its chief plank being 
the initiative and referendum. R. S. 
Thompson, of this city, is chairman of 
the national executive committee. 

Will Restore the Cut- 'S 

Manville, R. I., March 3.—Every cot
ton mill in the Blackstone valley from 
Woonsocket to Providence will restore 
to its employes the ten per cent, cut 
down of a year ago. About 7,000 per
sons are benefited. 

Last Cabinet Dinner. " ' 

Washington, March 1.—The last of the 
annual series of cabinet dinners was 
given yesterday by Secretary of the 
Navy Long, who entertained the pres
ident and Mrs. McKinley aboard the 
Dolphin. 

Caught In the Far West. 

Seattle, Wash., March 4.—Eugene 
Zeigler, of Woodlawn, Chicago, who is 
accused of stealing between $8,000 and 
$17,000 from the Illinois trust and sav
ings bank, was arrested here Friday 
night* 

A Fatal Fire. 

Berlin, March 4.—Mrs; Elizabeth 
Walker, 45 years old, and Mrs. Mary H. 
Perkins, 69 years old, were killed and 
Abraham B. Hill, 58 years of age, was 
fatally burned in a tenement house 
fire. 

Census Director. ~ 

Washington, March 6.—The nomina
tion of William R. Merriam, of Minne
sota., to be director of the census was 
confirmed in the executive session of 
the senate before final adjournment. 

Powder Explodes. 

Toulon, March 6.—The naval powder 
magazine at La Goubran, in southern 
Frances exploded, and 40 persons were 
killed and 100 injured. 

A Voluntary Increase. 

Lawrence, Mass., March 3.—The Pa-' 
cific mills is to restore voluntarily the 
wage schedule of its 5,000 employes to 
that of a year ago. 

• A Hero Honored. r 

Washington. March 6.—The president 
ha® appointed Osborn W. Deignan, of ; 

Iowa, the Merrimac hero, a navals 

cadet. - - . " 


