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PINE and RED CEDAR 

KELLY ISLAND, 
The best tin*3 i3 

Always fresh FLINT 
Best of satisfaction 
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Plaster, f 
Lime. 

Windows, Doors, Building Paper 
of all kinds and everything else in 

our line. ' 
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WE WANT YOUR TRADE. £ 
* 

lull liner Juntber ®o. 

Peter E. Nelson, Good things for 
ir tmrfcware. 

Yes we have hundreds of things, many of which are 
designed to ligthten the work of the houskeeper. 

Builder's 
Hardware. 

This depart* 
merit is more 
complete then 
ever before, 
m a n y  n e w  

goods have been added for !99. 

T. L. BlOOd & CO'S. . This beauti-
DAINTC - lustrious 
rAIn Id. | : , paint is easi

ly applied; does not tarnish, will 
not crack, blister or peal off. 

We have them 
in wood and iron, 
force and lift for 

all kinds of deep and shallow 
wells. 

GASOLINE ; We have this year 
CTAVGC been able to ^et a 
o IU V Co. gasoline stove that is 

absolutly safe at all times, acci
dents cannot happen, with it the 
children can play. It will be to 
your interest to see it. 

Our goods are 
bought at the low
est market price 

|> • and is marked in • 
f*Y 1C0_ plain figures; the 

record will show 
that no one sells cheaper. 

One 

JStc^cles. 
^ We sell the durable kind* 

CRAWFORD 
$20; $30; $40. 

CLEVELAND f 
$40; $50; $75. 

WE DO ALL KINDS 
REPAIRING. 

PETER E. NELSON, 
General Hardware. 

A Complete Line oft 
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H. H. BATEMAN & CO. 
.. ©ruggists, 

Cooper stown, - N. Dak: 
it 
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A. Friffhtiul Blunder 
Will often caustr a horrible Burn, 

Scald, Cut or Brnise. Bueklen's 
Arnica Salve, the best in the world, will 
kill the pain and promptly heal it. 
Cures Old Sores, Fever Sores, Ulcers, 
Boils, Felons, Corns all Skin Eruptions. 
Best IMIe our* on earth. Only 25 cts, a 
box. Sold by H. H. Baleman & Co., 
Druggists. : 

Down in a Coal Mine Under
neath the Ground. 

< 

When sitting by your glowing coal 
stove, while the blizzard raves out
side, did you ever stop to think of the 
work, sweat and danger encountered 
in making such comfort possible? 

When the political orator, for ends 
of liis own, endeavors to convince you 
that the country is going to the dem-
nition, bow-wows he generally gets in a 
few touching remarks about "the good 
old days." Now it is our individual 
opinion that in the good old days, 
comforts and luxuries were few and 
far between. That what they did have 
they obtained themselves by the sweat 
of their brow. That so much of their 
life and efforts went into obtaining 
their luxuries that they fully appreci 
ated and made much of them. That 
in this day and generation however, 
we take such things for granted and 
as a matter of course, giving little 
thought as to how they were obtained 
and often caring less. 

The farmers of this portion of 
Kansas have a good many things to 
be thankful for. They have a good 
climate, rich soil, generally plenty of 
water, proximity to as good markets 
as the country affords and plenty of 
fuel at at their door yards. At a 
depth varying from 50 to 100 feet un
der the ground, runs a broad belt of 
soft coal, which, while not as good as 
that we get from Ohio, yet is of a 
good heating and steaming quality. 

How it is mined we will endeavor to 
give vou some idea, and if we impress 
the discomforts and hardships of a 
miner's life as vividly on your mind 
as thev are on ours, then after read* 
ing this you will hereafter put your 
feet in the oven or on the fender with 
thanks to the good Lord that you are 
not such as they. 

The mines here are of two kinds: 
One where the coal is hoisted out of 
a vertical shaft, and those where the 
shaft is on an incline. It was one of 
the latter that we explored.' The pro
prietor told us that the windows were 
not very good in his house, 60 we took 
a lantern and started down the drift 
which was on an incline of about 30 
degrees, 4 feet wide and for about 50 
feet, high enough to walk upright in. 
Then the roof suddenly lowered So 
that we had to walk in an exceedingly 
meek. and lowly attitude. It was 
further rendered interesting by the 
fact that the footing was in places 
muddy and in others dry. Arriving 
at the foot of the slope we again 
found the drift high enough so that 
we could again elongate our spinal 
column. Here the cable line ended, 
the motive oower for the rest of the 
way being furnished by a diminutive 
donkey, whom we found snugly en* 
sconced in a stable 3x4 feet, cut out of 
the sand stone. Following the main 
track we came to the end of the don
key line where the drift was only 3 
feet high and whether or no we had to 
take to our hands and knees for further 
progress. One-half mile from day
light, dark as Egypt, silent as the 
gravt, a smell indiscribable, with 
sharp places in the roof that occasion 
ally took off pieces of our scalp, our 
journey wasn't as pleasant as it might 
be, but like every thing else it had an 
end, and brought us to where work 
was going on. 

The vein of coal is from 18 to 30 
inches thick, and lies between two layer 
of sandstone. The first thing to be 
done in getting out the coal is to turn a 
drift. A "drift" is about 4 feet wide, 
as high on the sices as the coal is 
and running up to about 3 feet in the 
center. Along this runs the oar line, 
and all coal has to be brought to it to 
be loaded. The coal is taken out 
about 20 feet each side of the drift. 
These are called chambers and are 
just .as high as the vein is deep, and 
as 18 inches doesn't give a man much 
standing room the miner lavs down 
on his side, rests his head on nothing 
and with a light pick begins picking 
out the sandstone under the coal. He 
takes out an inch or so of it, back 18 
inches and in a strip 10 feet long, 
throwing the dirt back of him when 
there is enough to bother. Generally 
he breaks the coal down in two layers. 
To do this he picks small holes half 
way up the vein puts in wedges and 
then crawl:) or hitches back and forth 
drawing them in a little further each 
time, until it falls. If he is working 
next the drift it isn't quite so bad load
ing his coal, but if he is 20 feet away 
then he must push his chunks weigh
ing often 150 oounds and his broken 
coal along the floor of the chamber to 
the drift, with scarcely enough room 
over him to turn over in, and by the 
light of a little lard oil lamp. 

After taking out 6 or more feet of 
the vein, then he must begin to prop 
the root, using snjall cord-wood, 
which is furnished him, cut in about 
18 inch lengths. Now if you don't feel 
that you have a good and sufficient 
idea of this manner of work, just 

crawl under the bed some dark night, 
swing a 5 pound pick good and hard 
for two hours and then try your hand 
at pushing a 100 pound sack of flour 
twice the length of the bed, and report 
results. 

We asked a boy of 15 or so so where 
it tired him the most, he answered. 
"Dunno, all over I guess." We 
rather think that 10 hours of it would 
give most anyone a ''tired feeling," 
same as we had when we read the mess 
the typo made of a portion of our last 
article. ShadeB of Lindley Murray. 
If Percy was at the helm, we would 
ask what the devil the devil was up to 
anyhow? 

After a miner gets his car loaded 
he put his tag on it, pushes it to where 
the man with the donkey can pick it 
up and with others is hauled to the in
cline. The cars hold about 800 
pounds run on miniature rails. 7 or 
8 of them are attached to the cable 
and with an 8 horse power, double 
cylinder engine, are hauled to the top 
of the dump, where they are 'weighed, 
each miner getting credit for amount 
in his car. The coal is then run either 
into a car, or into the farmer's wagons. 

The miners are paid $1.10 a ton. 
They can by working hard get out 
two tons and have sent up as high as 
3 tons in a day, but won't average a 
ton a day for the year. The man run
ning the drift get $1.00 per yard and 
$1.10 a ton for his coal.. The mine 
owner sell his coal for $1.75 per ton 
or 7 cents a bushel of 80 pounds, and 
out of his 65 cents has to pay for 
drifting, props, hauling to incline and 
hoisting. 

Many of the miners are Welsh and 
come from families that have mined 
for generations, until it is literally 
born and bred in the bone. They tell 
of one man who mined here a number 
of years, saved his money, married 
a wife who had a nice farm, bought 
another and went to farming, made 
money and all that, yet in a few years 
got tired of workiug above ground 
and wanted to sell his farm and go 
back to the hardships of a miner's life. 
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T Another Pioneer Gone. 
The Courier is again called up

on to chronicle the death of an
other pioneer citizen and busi
ness man. Last Saturday morn
ing at 4 o'clock Hon. Julius 
Stevens quietly passed away in
to the great unknown kingdom 
after an illness lasting several 
months—lung trouble The 
family had given up hopes of his 
recovery but none realized that 
the end was so near. Deceased 
was conscious to the end, and 
only a few minutes previous to 
his death he expressed himself 
as being all right if he could only 
gain a little more air, alas for the 
fickleness of human life, those 
remarks were only the forerun
ners of the grim reaper and in a 
short time after his tired spirit 
had winged its flight. 

Julius Stevens was born in 
Norway in 1855 and would have 
been 44 years old next May. His 
mother died in Norway, and lie, 
with his father and the rest of 
the family came to the United 
States in 1872 and settled in Fill
more county, Minn. In 1879 he 
moved to Valley City, N. D., and 
to Cooperstown in 1883, where 
he has been engaged in the hard 
ware business up to the time of 
his death. In 1883 he was mar 
ried to Miss Julia B. Iverson, 
and as a result of that union four 
children are left to mourn the 
loss of their father. Ida, the 
oldest is 15, Oliver 14, Leo and 
Freddy two younger children. 
In 1885 Mr. Stevens was elected 
to the territorial legislature from 
this district being its first repre
sentative, and made a painstak
ing representative of the people. 
In business he was upright and 
courteous and was one of Coop-
erstown's most progressive busi
ness men. He was a member of 
Griggs Lodge No. 13, Ancient 
Order of United Workmen and 
carried $2,000 insurance in that 
order. , 

The funeral ceremonies were 
held Tuesday afternoon in the 
Lutheran church, Rev. E. T. 
Silness officiating in the Nor
wegian, Rev. O. D. Purinton in 
English and assisted by 
Griggs Lodge, No. 13 who at
tended in a body, and used part 
of their funeral service at the 
church. The remains were laid 
to rest in the cemetery at this 
place. The sympathy of the 
entire community is extended to 
the bereaved family. 
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WE WONDER IF YOU KNOW 
Th«« HAMMER & CONDY •* 

SIM 
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For all kinds of 

Agricultural Implements, 
Wagons, 

Buggies, 
•- Horses. 

And in fact everything requisite for the success
ful operation of a farm. ^ 

™" HAMMER & CONDY "" '* 

Victor Fanning-mill 
Unexcelled anywhere as a grain:' 

seperator and cleaner. < 
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; / 5 , This will sell like Hot Cakes. 
t * ' V J -  ̂ T Procure one at Once. 

We sell Cheap and on easy terms. 

^ HAMMER & OONDY tave 
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Disc harrows and ; i t5 > 
• - 'sa 

Spring tooth drags; 
(WOOD and STEELE frames.) 

"T ... "... , •#'•£••• 

Our long and extensive experience in the 
implement business enables us to procure • N r 

the best that the factories can turn out. 
These goods are bought at rock bottom f 

prices and will be sold accordingly. 

That HAMMER & CONDYstm seU the 

Oil MiaUe ?as Brunt ail. VI; 
' Tib's press ui fa drill. 

I, -A 

This drill has stood the test and competition for years and always'" 
came out victorious 

Let us sell you one or at least tell you its ' >-
good points. ' < i, , 

Tbat HAMMER & CONDY know J 
tbere is profit anS comfort in owning an& running an 

XIRHU J31RH©H9 
SULK'S and GANG P£,0W. 
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We sell them.' , * 
Also a full line of walking plows and breakers. 

That HAMMER & CONDY41,8 

Pioneer Horse Dealers / 
Will have for sale the finest 

lot of workhorses ever »r< •< * 
• introduced to the people 1 i"f. 

of Griggs County. 

* Bought and selected by Mr: 
Hammer himself, in Min
nesota and Iowa. Don't 
miss this opportunity of 
securing a good animal. 
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That HAMMER & OONDY have 
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Several Improved FARMS for sale, also some to rent and 
want to hire plowing, breaking and summer 

fallowing, will trade you any thing 
you have for such work, 

We will buy anything you have to sell, or sell 
you most anything you want to buy. 

Me want to bug pour 

Cattle ?Sur Grain. 
SHAMMER & OONDY hav?a 

large stock of 

GENE&HL HEKCMEDISE, 
ant> eoUctt t>our patronage / 

XKHe want $our tra&e. • 
CALL AND SEE US. V, 1 * ^ 

Yours for business 

-HAMMER & GONDY. 
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