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. PROVIDING DARK NESTS. 

H«w Two That Will AMircr Every 
Re«alremeat CU Be Built 

3 Wlttta a Shoe box. ' •'*• «<f -  " ,  . \ ^ v •* i" 
To prevent hens from egg-eating it 

Is well to hate the nest as dark as possi
ble, but the making of a practical nest 
that shall be fairly dark within is not 
an easy matter, as those know who 
have essayed to build them. The cut 
shows two nests that can be construct
ed within a shoebox that will be as dark 
within as is necessary, and that can be 
reached very easily. The shoebox is 
placed upon its side, the other side be
ing hinged for a top. Two small gro
cery boxes are fitted within, as shown. 
In the cut the top, one side and end are 

HOW TO MAKE DARK NEBTS. 
shown removed so that the arrange
ment of the interior can be plainly 
seen. If the shoebox can be nailed 
against the wall of a henhouse having 
a walk at one side, the eggs can be 
gathered from the walk by cutting a 
round opening through the back of the 
nest, the openings being covered with 
elides. 

It is to be remembered, however, 
that there is something to be done to 
stop egg^eating besides providing dark 
nests. The habit is usually acquired by 
the hqns becoming fat and laying soft-
shelled eggs. These easily break in the 
nest. The hens get a taste and the mis
chief is done. Make the hens work for 
a living. Feed whole grain and feed it 
in litter, where they will have to 
scratch for it. Keep the fat off the 
bird* and. they will lay better and the 
eggs will be hard shelled. Feeding soft 
food to hens in winter is one of the 
most potent causes of overfatness. It 
is too quickly assimilated, and when 
thus fed a hen has no incentive to 
scratch. Feed sparingly all da^ and 
make the birds scratch for what they 
get. Then at night give all they will 
eat. They thus get enough in each 24 
hours, but have to work all day long 
—and this is nature's plan—N. Y. Trib
une. 

THE AMERICAN HEN. 

She Play* a Most Important Part ti 
the Agricultural Economy of 

Oar Country. 

P. S. Sprague, a Chicago poultry 
dealer, read a paper before the farm 
ers' institute at Princeton,. 111., in which 
he stated that the production of chick
ens in the United States last year 
reached 3,350.000,000 and eggs 13,000,-
000,000. The total value of chickens 
and eggs produced was $290,000,000. Ac
cepting these figures as approximately 
correct, we must conclude that the 
hen plays an important part in our 
American life. But we will better un 
derstand the relative importance of that 
part when we come to make some com
parisons. 

The value o£ our tobacco crop has 
rarely been as much as $43,000,000. The 
value of our potato crop is less than 
$80,000,000 on the average. The value 
of our barley; crop is not often as much 
as $30,000,000. AD oat crop worth $200,-
000/)00 is unusuak Our annual output 
of pig iron has rarely exceeded $130.-
000,000 in value. Coal, by far the most 
valuable of our mineral products, gives 
a total annual output of. some $200,-
000,000. 

Baw cotton* wheat, hay and corn are 
the only four products of our country 
that exceed in value hens and hens' 
eggs, according to the above estimate, 
and cotton sometimes follows the lat
ter in the order of importance, the crop 
having exceeded $290,000,000 in value 
only three times, and the highest hav
ing been not quite $310,000,000. The 
wheat crop' has ranged in value from 
$213,000,000 to $513,000,000, and the corn 
crop from about $440,000,000 to $783,-
000,000. The average value of the hay 
crop may be stated at about $390,000,-
000. From this comparison the impor
tance of the hen, especially in our ag
ricultural economys will be appreciated. 

If Mr. Sprague stated the value of 
the egg product separately the fact is 
not reported. It would be interesting 
to know the value of the egg output. 
Probably it exceeds the value of any 
mineral output excepting coal, but not 
excepting .pig iron. Probably, too, it 
exceeds the value of any farm crop 
except corn, wheat, hay, cotton and 
oats, and it may* even exceed oats. The 
hen is by no means to be despised/— 
Chicago Chronicle. 

Tvaag Grass It Injurious. 

. When young grass, rye or oats is 
cut before making much growth it is 
watery and contains but little nutri
tion, too much of such food, causing 
the hens to have "scours." Many per
sons have been disappointed in confin
ing their hens on young rye as an ex
clusive food. It is excellent as a diet
ary food, but all very young grass is 
mostly water. It is not best to cut such 
for winter use, and if early oats are 
grown, and the crop cut when the 
grain is in the milky stage, the nutri
tive matter, on its way to fill out the 
grain, will be arrested in the stalk, so 
that when cured, the whole ctalk (with 
grain) stored in the barn, and cut fine 
with a cutter, will make excellent food 
for the hens in. winter. The oats should 
be cot green, just as the seed-heads be-
*ia to form.—Farm and Fireside. 

NEW CHICKEN FEBDL 

Wova-Oat ••asaa Dewa Isto 
"Cake" (or ON la California 

Poaltry Tarda. 

Over s thousand hones have tn the 
last few months been sent out of San 
Jose and converted into chicken feed. 
Horses have never been so cheap since 
the Americans came into California as 
during' the last 10 months. There were 
two reasons for this—namely: one the 
great number raised on the big ranches 
and the other the scarcity of feed. 
There are always old and wornout 
horses. 

Petaluma is a great chicken raising 
center. This industry is carried on 
there to a greater extent than at any 
other point in the state. With the 
growth of this industry came a demand 
for cheap feed for the chickens, par-
ticutarly for meat. Men began to cook 
horseflesh and then pack it in con
densed shape—a sort of meat cake. 
They bought the old. and worthless 
horses or any other animal unfit for 
human food. This meat business 
grew, and the meat cake was shipped 
to various points and sold by dealers 
in chicken supplies. It is for sale in 
San Jose. 

With the growth of the business 
there was a larger demand for horses. 
Agents were appointed at all bay cit
ies or near-by points to purchase the 
worthless horses to be found in the 
market. 

There seems to be some uncertainty 
about just what the Petaluma packers 
paid for the animals. At all events, 
there is some difficulty in qscertain-

. ing the prices. It seems, however, that 
the scale varies. Agents pay all the 
way from 25 cents to $3.60, the latter 
price only for large, heavy horsey. Of 
course, they always buy them as-cheap-
ly as possible, but it appears they 
never let a reasonably large horse go 
away until they had bid to three dol
lars. 

When a bunch of animals have been 
secured they are taken to Petaluma 
and delivered. There the skins are 
taken off and sold to the tanners, the 
bones are preserved and sold to man
ufacturers of fertilizers, and the meat 
cooked and pressed into "cake" for the 
chickens. 

One dealer on North Market street 
in this city says he has sent 550 horses 
to Petaluma' during the last few 
months, and he knows that over 1,000 
have been sent during the same months 
to the same place.—San Jose (Cal.) 
Herald. 

EXCELLENT BROODER. 

Wherever Chtcka Are Railed by 
Wholesale One of Theae Devices Is 

Virtually Indiapeuaable. 

One of the principal things in keeping 
chicks alive in brooders is the heating, 
and keeping of them clean. The brood
er portrayed below has been success
fully used several years, is heated with 
an oil gas stove and has a hot water cir
culation. 

The oil gas stove is at g, water tank 
f and the hot water pipes h h are so laid 
as to allow of outflow and return of 
water. The hot water pipes are di-

HOMEMADE BROODER. 
rectly below the sawdust-covered top 
e. Dimensions are four feet in rear, 
eight feet in frontand 12 feet for length 
of roof, including eaves, while the full 
length of the floor space is 12 feet. 
The windows, d, open out for ventila
tion and are eight feet long; the wie>-
dows (c) are three feetlongand open in. 
The covers of the coops consist of light 
frames with IVi inch netting. A door 
closes off either coop during cold 
weather, to keep the heat in either one 
coop. The tops of the brooder* (e), 
over the hot water pipes, are covered 
with a good coat of sawdust to keep in 
the heat. Besides the door at the sides 
of the brooder, there is a heavy fringe 
to keep in the heat.—E. N. Spaulding, 
in Farm and Home. 

AMONG THE POULTRY. 

Ground bone or bone meal is one of 
the best ways of supplying lime to the 
hens. 

It is much easier to dress and pin-
feather a white chicken for market 
than a black plumaged one. 

Hamburgs, Leghorns, Black Spanish, 
Game, Hardins and Andalusians re
quire a high fence to keep them under 
control. 

Have the nests so that a hen can 
walk in on them and not so deep that 
the hen will be obliged to jump down 
upon them. 

If the hens are allowed to lay soft-
shelled eggs they soon contract the 
habit of eating them, end this makes 
them worthless. 

The food for young chickens should 
never be sloppy, hence when meal is 
soaked in milk it should be squeezed 
sufficiently dry to be crumbly. 

While a very fat hen will nearly al
ways be selected in market quickly, 
such a one is not always the best, as 
lean meat is the most desirable. 

It is not a good plan to feed pepper 
to poultry too often. Warm foods tends 
to have the same stimulating effect 
without preserving the impressive 
qualities of that condiments—Western 
Fruit Grower. . 
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VORK,̂ ' 
For 5ale by All Druggists , Price 50$ Per Boltle. 

"Amoic the Osarlcs," 
The Land of Big Red Apples, is an at* 
tractive and interesting book, with views 
of South Missouri scenery. It pertains to 
trait-raising in that great fruit belt of 
America, the southern slope of the Ozarks, 
and is of interest to fruit-growers and to 
every farmer and home-seeker looking for 
a farm and a home. Will be mailed free 
by J. E. Lockwood, Gen. Pass. Agt., Kan
sas City, Mo. 

This would be a quiet, peaceable world 
arere it not for the movements of the under 
jaw.—Chicago Daily News. 

A high-toned young man—The tenor 
linger.—Christian Work. 

"It's gone," he said. "10 years of rheuma
tism. St. Jacobs Oil did it." 

A bang-up affair—An artillery salute.— 
Christian Work. 

A Dose in Time Saves Nine of Hale's 
Honey of Horehound and Tar for Couphs. 
Pike's Toothache Drops Cure in one minute. 

A rheumatic affection is never recipro
cated.—Christian Work. 

Cmecst Hotel, Bare Ira Sprtiffs, Ar
kansas, 

Opens February 23. In the Ozark Moun
tains. Delightful cilmate. Beautiful scenery. 
Unequaled medicinal waters. Cheap ex
cursion rates. Through sleepers via Frisco 
Line. Address J. O. Plank, Manager, Room 
H, Arcade, Century Building, or Frisco 
Ticket Office, No. 101 N. Broadway, St. 
Louis, Mo. 

No Reciprocity.—"I could tel! vou an 
nusing in .ident about my visit to tne Brit

ish museum," said the friend who had 

St. Jacobs Oil cures Soreness. 
St. Jacobs Oil cures Stiffness. 

amusing in .ident about my visit to tl 
ish museum." said the friend whv 
traveled, "which you are welcome to publish 
if you don't use my name." "The British 
museum," coldly replied the editor of the 
Boomville Terror, "has never sent me any 
compl imentaries, so far as I can remember, 
and it isn't going to get any free advertis
ing in this paper."—Chicago Tribune. 

"Tommy—'That church is over 200 years 
old." Cissy—"My aunt says it's only 100." 
Tommy—"Oh, well, I suppose that's as far 
back as she can remember."—Stray Stories. 

Never mind a cane or crutch. St. Jacobs 
Oil will cure lame back. 

Auctioneers are morbid men.—Christian 
Work. 

See! Bad sprain is cured. St. Jacobs Oil's 
magic worked it. 
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I A HANDSOME WATCH 
1 solid nickel orgold-plsted banting. 
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lar*. OVKKLAND MONTHLY. San rtanciaoo.CaL 
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20 PACKAGES(ValaeSXAO) FREE 
Making 57 packages of Fresh Garden Seeds 
and the Knife No. 7 S. B. for 77 cents, or Knife 
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I 

POMMEL 
| SsddiJcolt. SLICKER I 

Keeps both rider and ssMIs per
fectly dry In the hardest stars s. 
Substitutes wUldlssppatet Ask lor 
>8OT Flih Bnnd PoauDel SUtker— 
it Is entirely new. If not for sale In 

Send your address on a postal and 
' we will send you our 188 page lulls' 
i trated catalogue free. 

WINCHESTER REPEATIM ARMS CO., 
j ISO Wlschsstsr Avs., ICW XAVm, COW. 

EXCURSION RATES 
TO WESTERN CANADA 

and partleu lare as to how; 
to secure 1M acres of 
thenest Wheat-growing" 
land on the Continent, .: 
can bo secured on appli* , 
cation to the Superin
tendent of Immigration,; 
Ottawa, Canada, or the: 
undersigned. Specially: 
conducted ezeurslonswin > 
leave Bt. Paulon tbe flrat 

and third Wednesdays In each month, and special-
ylow — 

reach! 
for 
ta. 
W 
Point, Wis. 

WM 
lUKHira ITVHHNIja IH WW* WWUiNI S|iww>ws 
low rates are being quoted on all lines of railway 

.aching St. Paul for ezcuralonleavlng on April 6th 
Dr Manitoba. AsslnIbola. Saskatchewan and Alter-
i. BIN DA VIES, IK K. ThirdBtreeC St. Paul.Slnn.i 
F. BITCHIE, Urafton, V. 1>.| T. O.Cutuus, Stevens 

I 

WOO* of UNSOLICITED TESTIMONIALS SAY 
. \\ N N.W WN. v\\\v.V 

CA 
T  I I I I .  L  M  I - J  .  I "  I  !  I  

P I L L A R  
Permanently cure, all Itching, Burning, Soaley. 
Scalp and Skin Diseases, such as Bait Rnenm. Be-
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WHISKERS DYED 
A Natural Btmok by 

Buckingham's Dye. 
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THE 8CHOOL8 
Of Greater New York, Boston, and 
many other places use Carter's Ink 
exclusively and won't use any other. 

Thst speaks well for 

CARTER'S INK 
and gives food for thought. 
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