
NORTH D^KOfA NEWS 

Miss Uiiiiie King1, of Grand Forks, 
will go to Europe, and will there visit 
the most interesting points, her ex* 
pensespaid by a Minneapolis paper, 
ahe being .a winner in the voting 
contest which was begun by that paper 
.some weeks ago, and which has since 

. been in progress wiih all the fierceness 
.attendant upon such contests. 

The contest involved the people of 
four states, and when it is remembered 
that in it were candidates from St. 
Paul Minneapolis, Milwaukee and num
erous other cities far outclassing Grand 
Forks m size, the result of the contest 
must be accepted as extremely credit
able to both the popularity of Miss 
King and the hustling ability of her 
friends. 

The contest was a triple one, in one 
class being teachers, in the second 
schools, and in the third pupils. Grand 
Forks had a candidate in each class, in 
the first being Miss King, in the sec
ond the Wilder school, and in the third 
Miss Pearl Cummings. 

Miss King stood second in the con
test, with a vote of 368,077. Miss May 
Sogers, of Groten, S. D., was first with 
405,903. The first and second prizes 
are the same. ' •• - ^ 

Good Sonvenln. 
Enthusiasm runs high in Elk circles 

just now on account of the approach
ing reunion at St. Louis. The Grand 
Forks lodge has decided on purchasing 
2,000 souvenirs for distribution at St. 
Louis, and 150 of a specially designed 
badge for exchange and for members 
to wear. The souvenirs will be small 
•ials filled with No. 1 hard wheat ker
nels, with the inscription on the label: 

c-. "Grand Forks 255, Grand Forks, N. D. 
We feed the world." Small ribbons 
will be attached to tie to the button 
holes. The uniform adopted is to be 
.made from a "special brew" of cloth 

^furnished by the Grand Forks woolen 
•i mills and made up by a local tailor. 

The Elks feel confident of winning a 
prize with the suit. "Hello Bill," the 
elk won at Minneapolis, and the beau-

. tiful head and horns given the lodge 
by H. L. Holmes, of Bathgate, will ac-

_ .company the lodge and compete for 
the $200 diamond badge, 

•k ————— 

Cathedral Dedicated. v 

The joint ceremony of the dedication 
of the new Catholic cathedral and the 

- •celebration of the silver centennial of 
Bishop Shanley as a priest occurred at 
Fargo before an immense throng. 
There were about two hundred priests 
present, including such dignitaries as 
Archbishop Langevin of Winnipeg, 

' Bishop Trobec of St. Cloud, Monsignor 
- Loughlin of Philadelphia, and other 
notables. 

Tim dedication was begun in the 
usual manner, by the march around 
the edifice, with Bishop Shanley 
sprinkling holy water. This was fol
lowed by mass, in which the bishop 

. was the celebrant. The sermon was 
: \ by Rev. Father Danehy of St. Paul. 

«tate Militia Inspection. 

Adjutant General Miller issues no-
lice of an inspection of the state mili-
tia before July 1 by the inspector gen
eral, Col. H. M. Creel, of Devils Lake. 

• There are six organizations in the state 
to be inspected—companies E, L and 
M at Langdon, Hillsboro and Ellfen 
dale. Troop A cavalry at Dunseith, and 

- theband and battery at Lisbon. 

Conventions. 
F. and A. M. Grand Lodge, Fargo, 

: June 20; Royal Arch Masons, Grand 
Chapter, Fargo, June 22; Rebekah State 
assembly, Larimore, June 6; Epwortlx 

< League state convention. Valley City, 
June 14-16; State Sunday-School con 
vention, Wahpeton, May 25-2C; Tourna
ment N. D. Sportsmen's association, 
Grand Forks, June 18-15. 

News. In Brief. 
One thousand new settlers have settled 

ih Wells county the present season, and 
still more to come, ' all showing good 
judgment for this is the land of Cannan 
and is not surpassed even by the famous 
Red River valley. 

July 1st the Minto postofflce will be 
raised from fourth class to a presidential 
office. 

Walsh county residents propose to 
have a county fair this year that will be 
second to none. 

The new ward buildings at the James
town asylum will be constructed of 
pressed brick, with Kasota stone trim
mings. maple floors and tiled entrances, 
and will be strictly up-to-date in all par
ticulars. 

No state in the Union pays so little per 
capita for criminal expenses as North 
Dakota. Few states have so small a per
centage of illiteracy. The interests 
taken in education by business men gen
erally is constantly increasing. 

Steele, the county seat of Kidder, has 
taken up its old bonds, $33,000 over which 

. there has been a dispute for years, and 
now owes only $5,500. 

The fish commissioners' car passed 
•i through Grand Forks, en route to Devils 

Lake. The car came through from Du-
luth, and will distribute fish to various 
points in the northern part of the state, 
Supt. Barrett receiving his share. 

The relatives and friends of Co. K at 
Dickinson, held a mass meeting the 
other evening and adopted resolutions 
asking the muster out of the North Da-
kota regiment at San Francisco. 

A five-year-old lad at Jamestown, ran 
to catch onto a passing wagon, fell in 
front of the rear wheels, was run over 
and is in a precarious condition. 

AV. H. Arner at Rugby, has a parrot 
that creates consternation among lady 
passers-by sometimes with language that 
was not acquired at Sunday school. 

The recent rains caused the Boise de 
Sioux river to overflow and flood the vil-

• lage of Fairmount. 
The contract for carrying the mail from 

Baldroch to Fell, N. D., was awarded to 
J. H. Pierce. 

J. H. Pearl has been awarded a con
tract of $1,425 to carry mall from Steele 
to Linton. N. D. 

The custom house at Portal is taking 
.. In $500 a day. 

The millinery store of Miss Young at 
Harvey, was burgled of $25 the other 
night. 

A tarantula arrived, at the store of 
Harry Reuttell at Buffalo, the other day. 
In a V unch of bananas, and created a de-
-i'i*d nciiijll';r. before It was slain.-"?" 

THE AMERICAN PLAH. »! 

Oatllae of Ike Mm* tor Arbitra
tion Fi*hm< br Oar DcltcaMi ..., 

at The Ha*ae. 

The Hague, June 1.—Loth sections ol 
the disarmament committee met 
Wednesday and. as was' anticipated, 
failed to agree with regard to the ques
tions of new inventions in armaments. 
The drafting committee of the arbitra
tion committee made some advance. 
The American delegates submitted 
their scheme relating to an arbitration 
tribunal. The plan differs from the 
British proposal. In substance it is as 
follows: 

It provides that each country shall ap
point a single arbitrator, to be selected by 
the supreme courts of the signatory pow
ers. The tribunal shall have a permanent 
central seat, and be composed of at least 
three judges, who'shall not be natives or 
residents of countries belonging to the 
powers in disaccord. The general expenses 
shall be shared proportionately. In the 
event of new facts arising within three 
months of a decision, the same tribunal 
shall have power to try again the ques
tions in dispute. Recourse to the tri
bunal shall be optional for the signatory 
powers. The tribunal shall not taae cog
nizance of any dispute until assured that 
the parties concerned will accept its de
cision. The convention shall come Into 
force and the tribunal be established when, 
nine powers, eight of whom shall be Eu
ropean or American and four of whom shall 
be signatories of the declaration of Paris. 
1856. shall have adhered to the convention. 

The Hague, June 2.—The American 
mediation scheme was unanimously 
adopted at a sitting of the sub-commit
tee, which embodied as Article VII. the 
scheme prepared by the sub-committee, 
with few alterations. 

ON THE DIAMOND^ 

Haw the Clahs Staad la the National 
and Westera Lutaei la the 

Chaaiploashlp Race. 

The following table shows the num
ber of games won and lost and the per
centage of the clubs of the National 
and Western leagues up to date: 

Clubs. Won. Lost. Per ct. 
Brooklyn 
Boston 
8t Louis 
Philadelphia... 
Chicago 
Baltimore 

30 
26 
25 
23 
St 

..23 
Cincinnati 21 
Pittsburgh 16 
New York 16 
Louisville 12 
Washington 12 
Cleveland 8 . 

•Western league: 
St. Paul .......18 
Milwaukee 19 
Minneapolis 18 
Indisnapolis 16 
Detroit 16 
Columbus 14 
Buffalo 13 
Kansas City 13 

11 
13 
15' 
16 
17 
17 
17 
22 
23 
28 
2» 

.732 

.667 

.623 

.590 

.585 

.575 

.553 

.421 

.410 

.300 

.293 

.223 

14 
15 
15 
15 
17 
15 
17 
19 

.543 

.516 

.484 

.482 

.433 

AMENDS THE CIVIL SERVICE. 

President McKlale? Makes Chaages 
That Release About 4,000 froas 

Coatrol of the Law. 

Washington, May 30.—President Me-
Kinley has issued the amendments 
to the civil service rules which he has had 
under consideration for about a year. 
It releases from the operations of the 
civil service rules about 4,000 offices. 
Among such places are the following: 

Pension i " 
rf1 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 

The number of cities in- Massachu
setts haa doubled in 25 years. 

Not one residential house in 40 in 
England, counting even those occupied 
by the nobility, haa a stationary bath-
tab, with running water. 
• toboggan slide in St. Moritz, 

Switzerland, extends three-quarters of 
a mile and is said to be the longest in 
the world. The descent has been made 
in 71 seconds. 

The Swedish traveler, Kalm, said that 
in Pennsylvania in one year, 1749, £8,-
000 were paid out for heads of black 
and gray squirrels at three pence a 
head, which would show that over 
600,000 were killed. 

The Bongolas, a tribe of the Congo 
Free State, are cannibals and resort to 
a strange custom. Before putting a 
victim to death they break his limbs; 
then he is placed chin deep in a pool of 
water, with his head fastened to a log 
to prevent drowning. He is left in the 
water three days before being killed, 
as this treatment is supposed to make 
the flesh tender. 

Austria has profited by the ex
perience of the last naval war and now 
owns an ambulance ship, the Graf Fal 
kenhayn, fitted up and presented to the 
government by a private gentleman to 
commemorate Emperor Franz Josef's 
jubilee. The donor has also given 50, 
000 florins to maintain the vessel in 
time of peace. It will be managed by 
the Austrian Red Cross society. 

A batch of letters written by George 
Borrow has been discovered among the 
papers of the British Bible society. 
Some, written from Spain, Borrow made 
use of himself, but many others, writ
ten from RuBBia, are probably new. 
They are the reports of the Bible so
ciety, which had sent him to Russia in 
order to prepare the Manchu transla
tion of the New Testament. 

Marconi has invented an instrument 
for ascertaining a ship's position in a 
fog when it is within range of one of his 
telegraph stations. It consists of a re
ceiver which can be revolved and which 
when pointing toward the transmitting 
station sets off an electric bell, thus es
tablishing the bearings as accurately 
as the compass can. The instrument 
is tq be tried on the channel steamers. 

N*w CANALS IN GERMANY. 

The Great Waterway That la t* laa 
^Bast aad West Thr*a(h the 

Ceaatry. 

BEAUTY AND THE BATH. 

Tepid or Cold Water Very Good (or 
; Matatalnlasr the Parity of 

the Complexloa. _ 

The complexion Is one of the points 
that are noted first in a woman's ap
pearance. The bath is a valuable aid 
to the necessary purity of the skin, 
but, like all beneficial processes, it is 
liable to abuse. The hot bath especially 
is misused to a great extent. A warm 
bath, as distinct from a hot one, is sel
dom injurious, but the safest iB the 
tepid or the quite cold one. The test is 
a simple one. If, after a cold batfi, 
when the skin is dried the surface of 
the body glows with heat and is suf-nn exactly.1?"' UUUJ Klu"° wiui ucut uuu u »ui-

.-v/UrSrvice to which tile apptlused with a pink tint, all is well. But 
cation of a system of competitive e; 
animation and lists of eligibles 
obviously needless and absurd. 
rids the civil service of cumbrous i 
pediments to its efficiency that hav 
invited attack to such an extent as 
one time to threaten the appropri 
ation tor the civil service commisi 
sion. It rectifies a wrong with co: 

Clark, the 21-months-old child kidnaped 
from her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur 
Clark, of New York city, on May 21, was 
discovered two miles south of Sloats-
burg, a village about eight miles from 
here, at the farmhouse of Charles You-
mans. and has been returned to its 
parents. Carrie Jones, the nurse who 
helped to steal Marion Clark, has made 
n confession, saying that the child was 
stolen to demand ransom for her, and 
relates how the kidnaping was accom
plished. 

The Public Debt. 

Washington. June 2.—The monthly 
statement of the public debt shows that 
at the close of business May 31,1899, the 
debt, less . cash in the treasury, 
amounted to $1,168,891,407, a decrease 
as compared with last month of $3,695,-
857. This decrease in the debt is ac
counted for by an increase in the cash 
on hand. 

THE MARKETS. 
New York, June S. 

LIVE STOCK-Steers $4 50 & 5 50 
Hogs 4 00 
Sheep 3 25 

FLOUR-Winter Straights.. 3 60 
Minnesota Patents 4 00 

WHEAT—No. 2 Red 81%# 
July 819 

CORN-No. 2 
. July 39V 

OATS-No. 2 White. 
BUTTER—Creamery 15 

Factory 11V 
CHEESE .. 
EGGS U 

CHICAGO. 
CATTLE-Steers 3 90 

Texas 4 30 
Stockers 3 75 
Feeders 4 4U 
Bulls 2 85 

HOGS-Light 3 75 
Rough Packing 3 62V 

SHEEP 
BUTTER—Creameries 

Dairies 
EGGS 
POTATOES—(per bbl.) 
PORK—July 
LARD—July 
RIBS—July 
GRAIN—Wheat. July 

Corn. July 
Oats. July 
Rye. July 
Barley. Common to Good. 

15 
12% 

3 00 
i 8 02ft 
5 00 

5 47V£@ 5 55 

55 55V 
MILWAUKEE. 

GRAIN—Wheat. Northern., t 
Oats 
Rye, No. 1 
Barley. No. 2 

KANSAS CITY. 
GRAIN—Wheal. July t 69V< 

Corn. July 30 
Oats, No 2 White 27 
Rye. No 2 59 

ST. LOUIS. 
CATTLE-rNative Steers <4 OOT 

Texas Steers 3 50 
HOGS-Packers* 3 6o 

Butchers' 3 75 
SHEEP-Native Muttons.... 3 50 

OMAHA. 
CATTCE—Native Steers 34 25 

Cows and Heifers 4 00 
Stockers and Feeders .... 3 75 

HOGS—Mixed 3 55 
SHEEP-Western Muttons.. 4 70 

this reactionary warmth fails to re
nd to vigorous rubbing with the 

>wels the bath is injurious. A chill 
n follows the hot bath, which proves 

ow dangerous it is. If a chill follows 
e cold bath it must be abandoned at 
ce and the tepid tried. Much de-
nds upon circulation, whether it be 
sk or sluggish. If the former, the 

Id bath may almost ceri^inly be ven-
red upon with uniformity and be-
ime a daily delight. But if the circu-
tion be slow and defective a large 

<$in of hot water should be added to (he 
cold. Only a short time should be al
lowed to the bath proper, whether hot, 
warm, tepid or cold; but the drying 
process should be thorough and vigor
ous.—Mrs. Humphrey, in Ladies' Home 
Journal. : : " 

Round Table* Again. 

For luncheons, afternoon teas and 
evening suppers nothing compares in 
favor or effectiveness with the polished 
table. Indeed, it may be said that 
polished tables, round, square or ob
long, are the fad of the hour. They 
are, of course, made the background 
for beautiful lace effects, in center
pieces, large and small doilies. New 
mahogany may be aged by processes 
that are known to furniture dealers, 
and defaced or dull woods may be re
newed and polished. A top 60 inches 
in diameter will seat seven or even 
eight comfortably, and one 72 inches 
will seat 12. A large doily is placed 
at each cover, and every article on the 
table (excepting the silver and glasses 
at the individual covers) has something 
under it proportioned to its size. These 
bits of lace or openwork, with the cen
terpiece, flowers, brilliant crystal, sil
ver and fine china, give an effect as 
striking as it is pleasing.—Ella Morris 
Kretschmar, in Woman's Home Com
panion. 

No Wonder It Pained. 

A tender-hearted old woman noticed 
a horse with a broad rubber band 
stretched around its leg just above the 
hoof. She asked the waiting driver of 
the cab why it was there and suggested 
that it was more than cruel to place it 
on the animal. 

"Yes, mum," replied the cabby, "it's 
painful to the horse no doubt, but that's 
not the worst of it. It's the getting of 
it on that pains the poor thing. Why, 
we had to stretch the band and draw 
it over the horse's head and down all 
his body to get it on." 

"For the land's sake alive!" exclaimed 
the woman, and walked away horrified. 
—Chicago Chronicle. 

No Terrors for Htm. 

Indignant Spinster—I shall sue you 
for breach of promise, sir, and I shall 
have your letters read in court! 

Becreant Bachelor—That's all right. 
I ain't ashamed of those letters. I cop
ied every one of 'em from a regular 
printed letter writer.—Chicago Trib
une. - -

The Germans attribute their rapid 
commercial progress in part to the ad
vanced development of their internal 
means of communication by rail, rivet 
and canal. They are not able, for in
stance, to mine coal quite so cheaply 
as is done in England, but they can 
carry their products to the iron mines 
for smelting purposes on the state rail
roads, at so small a figure that it equal* 
izes matters, and they accordingly 
manufacture pig iron as cheaply as is 
done in England. Theyare now at work 
on what is known as the Midland canal, 
which is to run east and west, cutting 
through the territory between the 
Elbe and the Bhine, permitting not only 
the direct passage of ships from one to 
the other without unloading, but also 
allowing Bhine boats to carry cargoes 
gathered in the harbors of the North 
sea to places far inland. The canal will 
also connect with other canal systems, 
penetrating to the Oder and Vistula, 
so that all parts of the country may be 
reached by water direct from the North 
sea. Side canals are to run to Osna-
bruck, Hildersheim, Peine, Brunswick, 
Madgeburg, and perhaps to Neinburg. 
The cost of the work is estimated at 
$38,556,000. " 

Nature has traced the course ol thir 
canal, and the work presents so fe*> 
difficulties that it is hard to understand 
why it has not been built before, con
sidering the importance of the region 
between the Ems, Weser and Elbe as a 
means of internal communication. The 
Dortmund canal, already in operation, 
will be a part of the system. The canal 
will be dug from Bevergern, on the 
Dortmund canal, to the Ems, will reach 
the Weser at Minden, the Leine near 
Hanover, and will finally join the Elbe 
at Heinrichsberg, a little below Madge
burg. This stretch of the canal will be 
about 200 miles long. The region is 
very flat, and over half the canal will 
be at an altitude of about 150 feet and 
70 miles at an elevation of 175 feet 
There will be only six locks. The canal 
will be 110 feet wide at the surface, 60 
feet wide at the bottom, and ten feel 
deep. 

As the great ditch will run through 
a region of extensive marshes, the canal 
will be of much importance not only fot 
commerce but also as a regulator of the 
drainage and water supply. In the 
eastern part of its course the iron in* 
dustries are highly developed. It la 
also expected that large quantities of 
fertilizers will be transported by the 
canal for the improvement of the poor, 
sandy soil in this part of the low Ger
man plain, and it is thought the result 
will be a considerable increase in the 
density of population. 

Canalization is of much importance 
in a country like Germany, and the re
sults thus far obtained have more than 
justified the expenditure. Emperor 
William recently said that the empire's 
future is on the water, and he has done 
much to encourage canal building. 
Last month he approved the plans for 
the projected ship canal between Stet
tin and Berlin, by means of which ves
sels of heavy tonnage will be able to 
load and discharge cargoes at Berlin.— 
N. Y. Sun. 

THE UNHAPPY CZARINA. 

It Is Reported That the Empress of 

f Buals Does Not Enjoy Her 

Splendor. 

The evident beauty of the Russian 
empress' face is so overshadowed by 
an expression of patient, pathetic mel
ancholy that she arouses sympathy and 
curiosity in everyone. Undoubtedly the 
czarina is not a happy woman. Bussian 
empresses have little enough to inspire 
content,, and this pale, pretty creature 
with the sad eyes and mouth endures 
daily such tests of her physical 
strength and moral courage as few 
American women would care or con
sent, for all the Bussian state and 
power, to undergo. Her husband, on 
the whole, is a kindly young man who 
is considerate, even affectionate, but 
he can do very little to mitigate the se
vere, even cruel, Bussian court etiquette 
to which she must bow; with her he 
shares the daily terror of assassina
tion, and with his people he laments 
the fact that the empress has not yet 
given an heir to his throne. 

In spite of her beauty and her vir
tues, the empress is not loved by the 
Kussian people nor consulted and con
fided in by her husband as her mother-
in-law, Empress Dagmar, the dowager, 
was. She has neither the robust 
physique nor the ambitious interests 
of the clever dowager, and court in
trigues, squabbles and etiquette dis
tress and fatigue her. It is a fact well 
known that up to the very day before 
her betrothal she resisted the change 
of her religion and Christian name that 
every Bussian empress consort must 
yield to; again and again she has faint
ed at the long receptions, balls and re
views through which, in spite of her ill
ness, she is obliged to stand, and the 
only true comfort and solace she finds 
in her dreary splendor is the personal 
services and attentions she is allowed 
to lavish on her tiny girls.—Detroit 
Free Press. 

Fowl Santeed. 

Cut the remains of a cold fowl into 
neat pieces, removing the skin and as 
much of the bone as possible. Put an 
ounce of dripping in a stewpan, and in 
it fry the fowl, sprinkling it with pep
per and a suspicion of mace, emove 
the fowl, dredge in a little flour, and 
then add a pint of stock; stir well and 
add a pint of boiled haricot beans. Let 
all stew till tender. Put back the fowl 
into the stew to get warmed and then 
serve. Arrange the chicken nicely in 
the center of a dish with the beans 
round. Scatter chopped parsley over 
the beans and garnish with rolls of 
fried pork.—Boston Globe. : 

Maar o4 the Ahaadoaed Ptacn Is 
- Mew Ba«laad Solas Ke» 

habilitated. 

New Yorkers have taken up the prob
lem of reclaiming the abandoiftd 
farms of New England. A realty com
pany has been formed for this purpoae; 
farnis are to be purchased with a vtow 
of selling them again to buyers who 
live in the tenement districita of large 
cities. It is estimated that then are in 
New England to-day something over 

*-400,000 acres of abandoned farm land, 
once the homes of a happy, prosperous 
yeomanry, whose sons and daughters 
hate abandoned the old homesteads to 
seek wealth, fame and social distinc
tion in the commercial centers of Amer
ica. 

A few years ago the states of Maine, 
New Hampshire, Vermont and Massa-
chusetts, in which most of these aban
doned farms are situated, began to dis
cuss the best way in which these farms 
might be reclaimed. Most of the bonds 
of agriculture in these states advertised 
the farms widely, giving the price, a 
description of the estate, and its ad
vantages if it possessed any. After a 
year of hard work they succeeded in 
arousing quite an interest in the ques
tion, until now they can look back and 
picture in their mind's eye a large num
ber of these old estates in a high stae 
of cultivation. In the five years that 
the Massachusetts state officials have 
been agitating the matter more than 
250 of these farms have been reclaimed. 

Three years ago Vermont had over 
100 deserted farms. To-day she is proud 
to say that she hasn't one. These farms 
have been taken mostly by families of 
means in New York, Philadelphia, Chi
cago, Boston and other large cities, who 
have, in many cases, bought them for 
summer residences. On many of |he 
farms the old broken-down buildings 
have been torn down and attractive and 
commodious buildings replaced them. 
In New Hampshire over 100 of the 
abandoned farms have been taken up 
by non-residents, and, as in the case of 
Vermont, are largely owned by summer 
residents. The state authorities say 
that those who have taken the farms for 
summer homes have been a great bene
fit to the community. When the state 
authorities took hold of the abandoned 
farm question the state had fully 1,400 
farms that were deserted. Maine haa 
not been so successful. To-day she has 
over 3,000 of them, the combined acre
age of which exceeds 200,000 acres. 
Their assessed value exceeds $1,000,000. 

A man. who has done much to dembn-
strate that the abandoned farms of 
Maine and Massachusetts can be made 
profitable is Mr. Frank P. Bennett, ed
itor of the American Wool and Cotton 
Beporter, who is the owner of what 
were formerly 12 abandoned farms in 
Freedom, Me., and vicinity. They are 
entirely successful, and have a com
bined acreage of 1,200 acres, from which 
he is sending out thoroughbred sheep 
through the state of Maine. His aban
doned farm at Saugus, Mass., 30 min
utes' ride from Boston, upon which he 
resides, had not been occupied for five 
years before Mr. Bennett purchased it 
It is now one of the most attractive 
estates in that town, and Mr. Bennett's 
sanitary dairy is a model of neatness. 

Another notable instance of the re
claiming of an abandoned farm is the 
estate of Mr. William H. ltudd, of Na-
tick, Mass. It was formerly the home
stead of one of the best families of the 
old town, but for a number of years 
prior to Mr. Budd's purchase of it the 

. buildings had been going to decay, and 
it was an uninviting place. Mr. Budd is 
a well-known Boston merchant. He 
called it Orrocco farm and expended a 
good many thousands of dollars in new 
buildings, remodeling the old house, 
putting in the latest improvements, un
til to-day he prides himself on having 
one of the most up-to-date farms in 
New England, or the entire country, 
for that matter. His specialty is poul-
try, eggs and milk. The farm has an 
international reputation for its Ply
mouth Bock breed of hens. Mr. Budd 
has been obliged to set aside two days 
in the week as public visiting days. 

Mr. Henry M. Thompson, of Easton, 
Mass., has had excellent success in 
reclaiming one of .these Bay state 
abandoned farms. Mr. Thompson was 
anc of those men who, tired of 
city life, and seeing the list of 
abandoned farms advertised, decided 
to give up business life and try farming 
for a living. Most of those who have 
taken these abandoned farms are em
phatic in stating that farming in New 
England is profitable. They state with 
postiveness that the same amount-of 
energy and perseverance put into a 
farm in the New England stateB as is 
expended by the avernge man in the 
various callings of life will yield a bet
ter living than the average mechanic 
or tradesman ekes out in the big cities 
of the country.—Leslie's Weekly. 
; — » 

Tame Butterflies for Peta. 

Women have had all kinds of pets 
from time immemorial, but perhaps the 
strangest of all fancies in this direc
tion is the latest news which comes to 
us from Paris, that two ladies have suc
ceeded in taming dozens of butterflies. 
These little insects eat from their mis
tresses' hands, alight on them and 
show no fear of any kind. They are 
certainly pretty pets, and well become 
the airy, fluttering Bweetness of the 
typical woman's nature. The summer 
girl during the dull days of the week, 
from Monday morning until Saturday 
noon, may in this new fad find a means 
of diversion, taming her butterflies in 
preparation to a series of fetching 
poses with wjiich to captivate suscepti
ble man upon his arrival at the sum
mer hotel for Sunday,«~N. Y. Herald. 

Too Impartial for Safety. 

Black—Mr. Scatterton prides himself 
on being strictly impartial. 

White — Yes; I once went hunting 
with him. He didn't sem to care wheth
er he hit the rabbit, the dog, or one of 
his friends.—Spare Moments. . 

BUYING BY LKTT1B. 

the Yark Be| 
••MVS. ' 

The spring is the busiest time of Um 
whole year for the mail order notion 
of the big department stores. At 
store 1,000 letters are received daily. 
These letters come from nil over the 
country, although very few are fro as 
the extreme west. That region is suj* 
Blied principally from the western cit> 
ies, the express rates from New York 
being too heavy. Some people have 
•n idea that the mail order clerks cat 
up and send oft in samples more goods 
than are ever ordered in return for 
those samples. This is a mistake which 
causes the head of the department in 
question to smile a silent, gleeful smile 
and turn to the records showing 110,-
000 out-of-town customers on Ms-
books. 

Each customer is entered in the cari 
Index, a system something like thai 
in vogue in libraries. A white card rep* 
resents a woman; a yellow card de
notes a man. The cards are subdivided 
oh a geographical plan, into different 
sections—suburban, New England^ 
southern, western, and so on. Variou* 
marks show whether the customer is 
"charge" or "cash," whether the goods 
were ordered' from a sample or fron 
an advertisement, and whether it is a 
first offense—that is to say, first favoi 
—or not. 

The young^ women who select the 
samples to be sent must be judges ol 
handwriting a8 well as familiar with 
the lateat fashions in New York and 
the extent to which they will go in 
other places. The wisdom of the ser
pent is nothing compared with the 
shrewdness they must display. Ns 
matter how clear a request for sam
ples may be, there are always plenty 
of chances for the sender to pick out 
the wrong thing. Even when a let
ter is more than usually explicit, she 
"sizes up" the handwriting, the'paper, 
the language and the locality from 
which it comes. If two identical letters 
should arrive, one from Ohio and the 
other from South Carolina, they would 
receive different responses in the way 
of samples. 

"Most of the letters coming from th« 
extreme south," said one of^the clerks, 
"want the very cheapest kind of ma
terials. In fact, they often ask for a 
cheaper quality than we carry at all. 
They want 20-cent silks and that sort 
of thing. New England customers in 
the cities want good thibgs, but when 
it comes to the country—well, they 
count their pennies about twice as 
often as anybody else does, and we 
get more cross letters from that sec
tion than we do from any other. The 
western people, out in Ohio and west 
of there, are the best customers." 

"Do many women send for samples 
just to find out what 1b being worn ot 
for use in fancy work?" 

"Yes, some of them do. Why, they 
admitted 'it out in Pennsylvania. They 
were making silk quilts or something 
like that, and the whole sewing society 
tried to stock up with samples." 

The sample department buya the 
goods, which it cuts up, getting them 
from the counters downstairs, just as 
any customer would, except that It 
gets a discount of 20 per cent. Hun
dreds of yards of material are Bliced 
into bits with big shears or by a cut
ting machine which is used for plain 
goods. Five hundred dollars' worth 
of material is disposed of in this way 
every month. In addition to these sam
ples, three girls in the mail order de
partment are kept busy getting sam
ples from the counters downstairs. 
These are sent in response to special 
requests for something to match a 
color or design inclosed. 

When an order is received it is regis
tered, and the letter is given to one of 
several young women who are called 
shoppers. They buy the goods down
stairs and the material is sent to a 
special shipping department to be for
warded. In many of the stores these 
shoppers eventually get to know the 
wishes and tastes of certain custom
ers who have ordered a number of 
times. When the customer comes to 
New York for a visit she often dropa 
in for a call on the girl who has served 
her so many good turns. 

Among the queer requests which 
have been perpetrated upon these long-
suffering mail departments was one 
for "black stockings with white at
tacked feet." The clerk inferred that 
"attached" was intended. Another ex
pressed a desire for "ribbon that can 
be shored up," which seemed to be a 
rendering of "shirred up." One'wom
an wrote for samples "for a wedding 
dress for me and my daughter." There 
were so many possibilities in this that 
the entire department puzzled over it.. 
It might have meant that each one 
of the women was to be married and 
wanted a wedding dress apiece; or 
that they were both to be married, but 
would take turns at the dress; or that 
the daughter was to be married and 
the mother was merely going to assist, 
or vice versa. One order said: "Please 
send by express two dollar shirt waists 
and 150 poker chips. Send red, white 
and blue." One of the vague requests, 
which come by the hundreds, wiw: 
"Please send sample^ of summer goods 
in green or blue." A wide margin ia 
left in tuis case in regard to material, 
whether silk, cotton or wool; to design, 
to cost and to the age of the person 
for whom it is intended. Many mail 
order customers seem to think , that 
their part of the matter is about as 
simple as pushing a button. Their 
cheerful confidence is justified, more
over, for the mail clerks and shoppers 
do the rest.—N. Y. Sun. 

Eneonrosenelit. 
He—'Tis said that the secret of sih» 

cess is constancy of purpose. 
She—Yes; if you keep at it long 

enough you may even succeed some 
day in catching hold of that mustache 
you are trying to find.—Chicago Eve:* 
ing News. ' >> 


