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JASPER AT EIGHTY. 
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-. Still Insist* Vehemently That * 'The 
Sun Do More."  ̂
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literritlag Chat with Slchma^ 
Celebrated Negro Clergyman—He: ] 

Gives Hla Bhmii ftr Oi* 
nt His Theories. 

In liis bumble cottage in "Africa," 
the negro quarter in Richmond, a 
quaint old clergyman, known the world 
•over for one idea persistently preached 
ior IS years, on the Fourth of July cele
brated his eighty-seventh birthday. 
Pastor of the Sixth Mount Zion church, 
paid $600 a year by &s 3,000 parishion
ers, Ef. John Jasper has made an in-
ternational reputation by propounding 
the doctrine "the sun do move." 

Somewhat enfeebled by his great age, 
the negro preacher spends most of his 
time in meditation, a strikingly orig» 
htal and picturesque character. John 
Jasper has a remarkable head. Tre
mendously high and prominent- cheek 
bones under kindly eyes strongly mark 

. a face of benevolence and good nature. 
In the pulpit he wears large silver spec-

• lacles that add to his otherwise clerical 
look. A phrenologist would be puzzled 
to decide where his intellectual bumps 
lie, as his forehead commences with 
protruding eyebrows and runs at an 
angle of 45 degrees to the top of his 

;; head, when his cranium swells out, only 
to end in an abrupt precipice. 

> Newspaper reporters have made him 
; <out wholly illiterate and grotesque, and. 
: biographers of his own race are prone 
to picture him as a learned doctor of 

: divinity. Neither picture is correct, 
says the New York Herald. 

John Jasper does not speak in the 
: negro dialect, as he is often quoted, but 
: in his effort to Mtalk proper," and in the 

quaint originality of expression, no ltss 
"than his vehemence of gesture, the vis
itor looking for amusement finds plenty 
-to interest him. Of his ministry Jas
per himself says: 

"I was inspired before I was born. 
2d.y father told my mother so. She did 

if 

REV. JOHN JASPER. 
•(Author of the Theory That "the Sun Do 

Move.") 

not believe much about it until I got 
to be ten or eleven years old, for I was 
just as bad as any other little nigger, 
but when I commenced to get big and 
commenced to notice I knew that I was 
inspired, and the Word of the Lord 
came to me like a flash. 

"For CO years I have been a minister, 
•and 1 reckon I have brought thousands 
of souls from perdition. If I haven't it 
ain't my fault. . I have worked hard 
•enough." 

The test of Jasper's famous sermon 
is Exodus, chapter 15, verse 3, "The 
Lord is a Man of war. The Lord is His 
name." The theories advanced are: 
The earth is square and immovable. 
The sun rises in the east and moves to
ward the west and there sets. The 
world is flat. 

"The Bible says the sun stood still," 
he announces dogmatically. "Is any' 
body going to say the sun was standing 
«till before Jasher told it to stand still? 
Do you think Jasher would, have asked 
the privilege to stop the sun if she had 
not been moving? This morning when 
the sun rose it was over there (pointing 
to the east). How, in the name of God, 
-could the sun get from that side of the 
house over to this (pointing to the 
west) unless it moved. 

"Now, Solomon was certainly a 
scholar. Do you know he was f he man 
who said: 'The sun ariseth and goeth 
down and hasteneth back to the place 
he moved from.' It is nonsense to say 
the sun does not move. The man who 
'says the sun does not move he does not 
read the Bible." 

He fortifies himself in the same man
ner in his belief that the earth is square 
and fiat. 

The Oldest of the Popes. 
Leo XIII. bids fair to be the oldest 

of the popes. The scars of the operation 
performed by Dr. Mazzoni on the aged 
pontiff are said to have thoroughly dis
appeared. Three weeks ago, when the 
physicians removed the last bandages, 
the pope said jokingly to his doctor: 
'"Now, Dr. Mazzoni, how many years 
of life can you promise me?" "I be 
lieve confidently," replied the physi
cian, "that your holiness will live to be 
•over 100." "No, no," answered the 
pope, "you are stretching my years a 
little too far." The Roman correspond
ent of the Neue Wiener Tagblatt, how
ever, who reports this chat between pa
rent and doctor, thinks that the doctor 
might prove a true prophet, and* Leo 
XIII. exhibits signs of such extraordi
nary mental vigor, and his memory 
seems absolutely unimpaired. 

The Perfect Hainan Foot. 
A perfectly-formed foot should, ac

cording to anatomists, be as long as 
the bone in the forearm, which extends 
from the elbow to the^rint of the wrist 
"This seems to be abnormally long in 
a tall person, but is the measurement 
taken by artiste. Of course, arms are 
sometimes out of proportion, being far 
too short for the general height, but it 
is rare that an arm is too To eg for the 
etature of a person. 
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r ; JOHN PAUL JONES.  ̂

!• One Cm Tell Where the Imh Of 
the Fiboii Naval Hero Are 

Deposited. 

Inquiry' was recently made at the 
state department- in regard to thegrave 
of John Paul Jones, the great naval 
hero of revolutibnary days, who died 
in Paris July 18, 1792. He was buried 
there with the highest honors by the 
French government, but it appears that 
the present location of his grave is not 
known. 

The secretary of state recently ad
dressed a letter to Henry Vignaud, of 
the United States embassy in Paris, 

, JOHN PAUL JONES. 
(One of the Greatest Naval Heroes ef th« 

World.) 

asking whether the grave of John Paul 
Jones in Paris is known and marked. 
He has received a reply from Mr. Vig
naud saying that, although he has 
made earnest and frequent inquiries of 
the city authorities in regard to the 
matter, he has been unable to discover 
the whereabouts of the grave. One 
thing established by his inquiries, how
ever, he says, is that John Paul Jones 
waa not buried in the cemetery where 
the remains of LaFayette lie, as has 
been supposed by some people. In an
other quarter it is intimated that owing 
to a custom prevailing in Paris, the re
mains of John Paul Jones were depos
ited in a rented grave for a term of 
years, and that upon the expiration of 
the lease a great many years ago the 
bones of this distinguished American 
patriot were thrown into the potter's 
field. 

John Paul Jones was one of the great
est of the naval heroes of the world. His 
name was really not Jones at all, but 
John Paul, and much as Rudyard Kip
ling has abused him, he was really not 
an American, but a" born Scotsman. 
When he was 12 years old Paul was ap' 
prenticed to a shipmaster engaged in 
the. American trade. He was afterward 
third mate on a slaver and master of a 
trader. A bold, brave heart, he could 
not restrain himself from participation 
in the rebellion against the English 
crown, and he secured an appointment 
as senior lieutenant in the United 
States navy, and was assigned to the 
flagship Alfred. 

Jones' operations were conducted 
from France against England, and two 
of his most notable adventures were his 
attempts to abduct the earl of Selkirk 
and his action with the Serapis and 
Scarborough fleet of English ships in 
August, 1779. 

After his victory Jones was received 
in France with the highest honors. 
The king gave him a cross and a sword, 
and congress a vote of thanks and the 
command of the new frigate America. 
In 1787 Jones returned to America and 
was given a gold medal by the congress, 
He returned to Europe a year later, and 
engaged himself as a rear admiral in 
the service of Russia. He died at Paris 
July 18,1792. ) i 

THE DUKE OP ALBANY. ^ 

Yosaff British Prince Who Will Sao-
ceed to the Dnkedom of Saxe-

Coburs-Gctha. 
" /J 

It is now practically decided that his 
royal highness the young duke of Al 
bany will succeed to the dukedom of 
Saxe-Coburg and Gotha. Prince Leo' 
pold Charles Edward George Albert, 

THE DUKE OP ALBANY. 
(Heir-Presumptive to the Tbrone or Saxe-

Coburg-Gotha.; 

duke of Albany, earl of Clarence and 
baron Arklow, prince of the (Jnited 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
duke of Saxony, prince of Saxe-Coburg 
and Gotha, waa born at Claremont on 
July 19,1884, succeeding his father, the 
late Prince Leopold, as second duke at 
his birth. The late Prince Leopold, her 
majesty's fourth son, was created a 
peer of the United Kingdom in May, 
1881. He married in 1882 Princess 
Helene Frederica Augusta, daughter of 
the late George Victor, reigning prince 
of Waldeck and Pyrmont. The duke of 
Albany is at present at Eton, but will 
complete his education in Germany. 
He is said to be more amenable to the 
idea of the succession than was his 
cousin, Prince Arthur, of Connaught. 
This arrangement is, no doubt, the best 
that could be made. 

LONG-DISTANCE BIDE. 

Young Frenchman's Remarkable 
Feat of Horsemanship. 

mvels from Vienna to Paris, T8B 
Miles, in Twelve Days as< Foar-

teen Hoars, Without laea-
pacltatlaa His Moaat. 

A very remarkable feat of horseman
ship has just been accomplished by>a 
young Frenchman of good family, M. 
Charlie Cottu. He rode the whole of the 
way from Vienna to Paris, 785 miles, in 
12 days 14 hours, using only one horse 
and, what is still more noteworthy, 
brought his mount into Pari? in thor
oughly good condition. As everyone 
knows, 62 miles is a good deal more 
than the average horse can be expected 
to accomplish in a day, and to keep up 
this average for 13 days at a stretch, 
with 188 pounds weight on the animal's 
back, implies not only great stamina in 
the steed, but altogether exceptional 
care and management on the part of 
the rider. 

M. Cottu'a main object was to beat 
Lieut. Zubowitz' record of 14 days five 
hours over the same road, and he set 

J.bout his preparations with the utmost 
horoughness. He began to train his 

mount—a half-bred Irish mare, Irish 
Lass, seven years old, standing just un 
der 15 hands—on Easter Monday, be' 
ginning with a gentle ride of 15 miles 
or so, and gradually increasing the 
daily distance up to 40 miles. After a 
fortnight of this preliminary work, M 
Cottu started for Vienna, covering the 
distance by easy stages. He had pre
viously taken a course of lessons from 
a blacksmith, so that in the event of 
Irish Lass casting a shoe at an incon
venient moment he could put on anoth 
er before any damage was done to the 
foot. The journey to Vienna occupied 
34 days, the Austrian capital being 
reached on May 11. Irish Lass and her 
owner kept in steady training until 
June 1, when they started on the long 
ride to Paris. By this time M. Cottu 
and his mare were "hard as nails," and 

ALGER'S SUCCESSOR. 

TWO RECORD BREAKERS. 
M. cottu and His Faithful Steed, Irish 

Lassie.) 

accomplished the journey with only 
one hitch, the mare being temporarily 
upset by the change of food after 
crossing the German frontier on the 
third day. 

In conversation with a Paris corre
spondent, M. Cottu explained that the 
great secret of success on long-distance 
rides is to avoid overheating your 
mount. "I never," he said, "kept Irish 
Lass at the trot for more than a mile 
and a quarter. I always dismounted 
when we came to a hill and led her up 
it. Some days I walked at least 20 
miles. When we came to our stopping 
place, I let her stand a few minutes to 
cool, and then unsaddled her and gently 
rubbed her back with the bare hand, to 
restore the circulation in the parts 
weighed .upon by the sa'ddle. Then I 
groomed her carefully, took her into 
her stable and gave her her food. As 
soon as she had taken it she used to lie 
right down at once, but she was always 
ready for the road again. I gave her be
tween 20 and 24 liters of oats and be
tween 15 and 18 liters of milk every day, 
with a fair amount of water whenever 
she wanted it, provided the water was 
not too cold. I gave her from four to 
six hours' rest in the middle of the day, 
so as to escape the heat, and only about 
two hours at night. I always slept in 
the stable with her and did not once 
take off my clothes from leaving Vienna 
to arriving at Paris. There was no 
time for baths or anything of that sort. 
As we never did more than 6ya miles an 
hour, even over level country, we had 
to spend a good many hours a day on 
the road." 

Questioned in regard to his own 
regimen, M. Cottu said he had taken 
dark in preference to white meat when
ever lip could. He smoked very little 
and drank no alcohol except light wine 
freely diluted. En route he ate bread 
and sugar in preference lo chocolate. 
During the last two days he was obliged 
to drink large quantities of coffee to 
keep himself awake, with the result 
that for some little time after his arrival 
in Paris he suffered from cerebral cloud
iness and inability to collect his 
thoughts. Otherwise his long ride had 
not the least effect on him. M. Cottu is 
only 20 years of age. 

The Suspender Girl. 
One of the very latest of fads is sus

penders for girls. They are made of 
dainty-colored webbing and elastic, 
with real leather straps just as the 
men have. They are worn over a pretty 
corset cover and under a shirt waist 
that is thin enough to allow them to be 
seen. Some of the designs are hand
somely embroidered and silver-mount-
ed. Of course, they must be attractive 
to look at—else their mission is lost. 

Tennessee Slate Pencils. 
Slate pencils are made in Tennessee 

from slate dust and other ingredients 
compressed by hydraulic means. One 
concern made 25.000.000 in a year. 

Btlha Root, tho New Secretary of 
>'War, Is a New York Lawyer 

of Baeelleat Repute. 

Elihu Root was born at Clinton, 
Oneida county, N. Y., February 15,1845. 
Bis father waa Oren Root; for many 
years professor of mathematics In Ham
ilton college. In his youth the new 
secretary of war taught school and paid 
hia way through Hamilton, subsequent
ly atudying law there, and he completed 
liis course at the University law school 
in New York. He then entered the law 
office of Mann & Parsons. His first 
partnership was formed with John H. wi; <» \' - ~ 

ELIHU ROOT. 
* 

•h 
(Gen. Alger's Successor as Secretary ot 

War.) 

Strahn and the next with Willard Bart-
lett, who became a judge of the su
preme court. Mr. Boot was connected 
with the municipal reform movement 
in New York city in 1871. In 1870 he 
was the republican candidate for judge 
of the court of common pleas, but was 
defeated, though polling a large vote. 
He was chairman of the republican 
county committee in 1886 and 1887 and 
for many years executive member of 
the Twenty-first assembly district. He 
waa appointed by President Arthur as 
United States attorney for the south
ern district of New York and served 
two years. During his long career aa 
a lawyer, Mr. Root has been leading 
counsel in many noted cases, notably 
for Tweed and Ingersoll on the expo
sure of the frauds perpetrated upon the 
county of New York by the Tweed ring, 
for Judge Hilton in the Stewart will 
case, for the executors in the Hoyt and 
Havemeyer will cases, and for the con
testants in the Hammersley will case. 
He is now counsel for and director in 
several banks, is attorney for several 
steam railroads and the chief adviser of 
the syndicate controlling the Brooklyn 
railroad. He is also counsel for many 
large private corporations. Mr. Root 
was chairman of Gov. Roosevelt's cam
paign committee last year. He made a 
vigorous attack on the Van Wyck 
forces, and was considered Mr. Boose-
velt's most able lieutenant in the battle 
against Croker and Judge Van Wyck. 

FIGHT ON POLYGAMY. 

Utah Is In a Ferment of Excitement 
Over Delesate Cannon's Arrest 

and Plea of Guilty. 

Gwendoline, the baby girl that was 
born to Angus M. Cannon aqd his 
fourth wife, Dr. Mattie Hughes Cannon, 
on April 17 last, has taken the place in 
public view formerly occupied by the 
twins born to Congressman-elect B. H. 
Roberts and his third wife, Dr. Maggie 
B. Shipp Roberts, about a year ago. 

The little Cannon baby has uncon
sciously been the cause of much trouble 
to its parents from the fact that its ap
pearance on the stage of life made ita 
father a shining mark'for those.who are 

m 
ANGUS M. CANNON. 

(Mormon Dignitary Just Found Guilty of 
Polygamy.) 

endeavoring to stamp out polygamy in 
Utah. 

Angus M. Cannon, says the New 
York World, is a pillar in the Mormon 
church, and, like many other men oc
cupying high ecclesiastical positions, 
continues to live with a plurality of 
wives, just as in the days of old, be
fore the head of the Mormon church 
issued the manifesto declaring that 
polygamy had been abandoned and be
fore Utah had been admitted to state
hood upon the solemn pledges of the 
Mormon people that in future men in 
Utah would content themselves with 
one wife apiece. 

Cannon's arrest was no surprise, nor 
was his plea of guilty. Other cases will 
now be taken up. Among those others 
will be Congressman-elect B. H. Rob
erts. 

Mrs. Cannon No. 4, the mother of the 
baby, is a state senator, and was quite 
an active member of the legislature. 
She was also a member of the constitu
tional convention and voted for the 
adoption of the state constitution, 
which declares that polygamy or plural 
marriages shall be forever prohibited. 

Mrs. Cannon, however, says now that 
polygamy is an institution ordained by 
God, and seems content with her posi
tion. She say*: "Our husband is a just 
man and treats all his wives alike, show
ing no favoritism to any of as." 

NORTH J)AK0TA NEWS 
Wi ' H. •' 'f 

WB Met Vets. 
The school election called at Harvey 

for the purpose of voting for or againat 
issuing bonds to the amount of t9,000 
to be held on the 30th of the month 
din not come off; it being decided by 
State Superintendent Halland that the 
distriet school board had no right to 
call an election for this purpose with* 
oat being first petitioned to do so by 
at least one-third of the voters of the 
district. A petition has been present" 
ed to the board and an election haa 
been, called for the purpose of voting 
on an issue of f7,000 bonds on Ang. 10, 
1899. The proceeds of said bonds to 
be used for building a new school house 
in the village of Harvey. , " 

«a ————— / ' •  f t  
Anti-Tramp Law. 

The tramp fraternity has evidently 
heard of the law passed by the North 
Dakota legislature, which gives train 
men the authority to arrest and jaii 
tourists who attempt to ride on tb> 
tracks or in empty box cars. Hoboes, 
as they are termed in North Dakota, 
are scarce this year in this state, as 
are also laborers. The farmers will be 
paying high prices for labor this sear 
Bon unless the railroads import a sup
ply to keep wages at the old figures. 

Up to thia time there has been ne 
trouble with tramps on the various 
lines running into North Dakota—an 
unusual state of affairs. Some of the 
men continue to steal rides, but there 
seems to be little disposition on the 
part of the railroad companies to en* 
force the anti-tramp law. 

, , ' Woiloui Weeds. # ». 
In the hearing at Fargo of the case 

against Road Overseer Messner of Dur-
bin township for failure to enforce the 
larv on the destruction of noxious 
weeds. Judge Gearey held that the law 
was constitutional and Messner was 
fined 850 for his neglect of duty. The 
case has been appealed, and the status 
of the law will be fully determined. 
Its enforcement would mean much in 
the immediate vicinity of Fargo. Some 
of the worst mustard fields to be found 
anywhere in the state are adjoining 
the city of Fargo, and it gives the vis-
itois a bad opinion of the countVy. 

. . * 't- '< i, •• ft- (• - t '•••} • ; I c. ( :• •fi The Hopper* 
Prof. Waldron of the State Agricul

tural college *has been investigating 
the grasshopper scare in the Turtle 
Mountains and reports: Something 
ought to be done to quiet the grass-
hopper scare which has taken posse* 
sion of the Twin City papers. He 
st&tes absolutely that there is not the 
least chance of danger from hoppers. 
There were some in a small section of 
stubble fields near Rolla, but they hav« 
been plowed under. 

Will Stay In Manila-
Col. W. C. Trumann cables Gov. Fan 

cher from Manila of the resignations 
A. Iiildreth, of company 
I. Smith. Smith resigns 

to aegtipt a commission as first lieutcn 
ant itffthc volunteer regiment being 
organised at Manila, and it is thought 
liildrmh's resignation is to accept a 
position in the judicial department ni 
the military government at Manila. 

A Sew Trial. 
Judge Glaspell has vacated judgment 

in the 840,000 Soo railroad damage 
case, in which a lad named tiefrah was 
crippled at Harvey, and the case is re
manded for a new trial. The Gefrah 
child lost both hands while playing in 
the railroad yards at Harvey, a train 
cutting them off. The jury awarded 
the parents 840,000. The Soo moved 
for a new trial on technical grounds 
and claims that the verdict is for an 
amount in cxcess of what is reasona
ble. 

of Liejlt. M. 
B, aridjFred 

Blind Pigs. 
At Devils Lake, Secretary Lindelie, 

of the Enforcement league, caused the 
arrest of Wm. Reardon, M. A. Dolicny, 
Andrew Sorenson, William Elliott and 
W. E. McGovern. Papers were also is
sued for the arrest of Toni Roeble, but 
that gentleman could not be found. 
Sorenson was not forthcoming at first, 
but he was finally located in Michigan 
City. Doheny's place was searched, 
and in it were found two kegs of beer 
and a couple of bottles of wine. All 
the accused were placcd under $300 
bonds to appear for trial at the dis
trict court. 

Brief Note*. 
Late reports received from various 

points in Fraill county indicate that 
3,500 acres of wheat have been de
stroyed by hail. 

The prairie chicken .crop of North 
Dakota promises to be a numerous one 
this year, the young birds being of 
good sise for so early in the season. 

Miss G. Steele, kindergartner at the 
Cherokee Indian school. North Dakota, 
has been transferred to the Yankton 
school, South Dakota. 

The Great Northern will move its 
shops at Devils Lake one mile west, 
where additional yard room has been 
secured. 

W. D. Gillespie of Hamilton was 
elected grand chief templar of the or
der of Good Templars. 

The Walsh county commissioners 
have concluded that leprosy is not a 
contagious disease, and resolved to 
keep the lepers in the county poor 
house, where they will be provided 
with separate sleeping rooms, baths, 
dishes, etc., and kept isolated to a de
gree from the other inmates of the in
stitution. 

Torkel J. Ness, who was taken to 
the Fargo hospital from Harwood fol
lowing a sunstroke, died at that insti
tution. He was 31 years of age and 
had been in this country but three 
weeks. 

Ed Pearson, a farm hand working 
for T. J. Lommen at Holy Cross, about 
12 miles south of Fargo, while swim
ming in the river at that place was 
seized with cramps and was drowned. 

Hail destroyed thousands of apres of 
grain near Hendrum. ^ 

Work on the new asylum buildings 
at Jamestown is progressing rapidly, 
and good masons are in demand. 

IN A CURIOUS WAY. " 

Tate oC the Itraagt KlUla* «C » 
Georgetown Itgts any 

... A*0.' j: 

"The old Georgetown market liooi 
where the present one now is, at tlM 
foot of Potomac street, overlooking tk( 
then new Chesapeake and Ohio canal*: 
The fish stands were where thqr an 
noto, at the rear end of the building, 
and I was quite a small boy, carrying 
the family market basket for my father 
on Saturday mfirnings when I did not 
have to go to school. One morning we 
went down to the market, as usual, and 
stopped at the fish stand. A maa 
named Scott, who kept one of the 
stands, was cleaning fish, and my fathei 
asked him if he had any good fish. 

"'Yes, sir," said he. 'Here's some 
good perch.' 

"There was a colored man, a free ne
gro, named Ben—I never knew of his 
having any other name—sorting oves 
some more fish at an opposite stall, and 
he picked up a bunch and called oat to 
my father: 'Yere'a some heap bett'r'n 
dem, Mister Mason. Dese yere wus 
ketched las' night.' .- •* ,f , 

"Scott said: 'Shut up, nigger,' and 
turning to father, said: 'Don't pay no 
attention to him, sir. These here is 
fresh fish, and I know Ben caught hia 
day before yesterday.' 

"The negro was nettled, but in those 
days it did not do to talk too freely to 
a white man, and Ben only muttered 
remonstratingly: 'Don't lie 'bout my 
fish, Mars Bob.* 

"Scott swung around with his knife 
in his hand and shouted: 'Did you call 
me a liar, nigger?' 
" 'Yas, you lies ef you say dese yere 

fish wus ketched day befo' yisterday,* 
growled the black fisherman. 

"Scottdid not say a word, but dropped 
his fish knife into the palm of hia right 
hand, with the heavy handle resting 
against his wrist and the knife lying 
lengthwise in the trough of his fingers. 
Then he gave his forearm a vicious 
smack with his left hand, and the knife 
flew through the air as if it had been 
shot out of a gun. The negro was 
standing fully 30 feet away at his own 
stall. He had nothing on the upper 
part of his body but a thin cotton shirt, 
and the knife, striking him on the left 
bruast, went in up to the hilt. I think 
irom the way it flew it would have 
gone through an ordinary door panel 
just as well. 

"The negro never uttered a word, 
but dropped as dead as if he had been 
shot with a rifle. I hardly think Scott 
intended to kill him, for killing even a 
free negro in those days waa not a 
lawful amusement. Anyhow, Scott es
caped in the excitement and was not 
heard of again for 20 years. As Ben was 
not a slave, and therefore nobody was 
financially injured by his death, there 
was no effort, so far as I know, to cap
ture his slayer, but the incident haa 
always remained vividly in my memory 
as the most remarkable example of 
knife play I have ever seen."—Washing
ton Star. - , 

•M 
is*. 

MEISSONIER'S WAY. ti85 

lie Made an Imitation Russian Road^ 
Even to Cannon Tracks 

nnd Snow. 

"How did you paint the snowy road 
in your picture of 'Napoleon in 1814?'" 
I asked Meissonier. 

He picked out from under the table a 
low platform, about a meter and a half 
square, and said: 

"On this I prepared all that was re
quired; snow, mud and ruts. I kneaded 
the clay and pushed across it this piece 
of cannon several times up and down. 
With a shod hoof I then pressed the 
marks of the horses' feet. I strewed 
flour over it, pushed the cannon across 
again and continued to do so until I 
obtained the semblance of a real road, 
then I salted it and the road was ready." 

"What did you salt it for?" 
"To get the brilliancy of the snow. 

Why do you smile? How else could she 
do it?" 

"It was very ingenious," I answered. 
"I compliment you upon it. But if I = 
had been you I should have gone to : 
Russia, where nearly every road is 
dug up in the way you represented, and 
should have painted a study from na
ture." 

"Yes! But we Parisians do not move 
about so easily."—Contemporary He- : 
view. 

Old-Time Banquets. 
The most expensive dinner which 

can be prepared, not including the wine 
list, can scarcely be made to cost more 
than $20. The best chefs agree that 
this sum will be sufficient to secure the 
delicacies of the season, whatever they 
may be, prepare them in the most artis
tic manner and leave a fair margin of 
profit. The very expensive dinnera' 
usually include some one dish which, 
alone serves to double or triple the 
price. At a dinner recently served in ' 
New York a dish of woodcocks' brains 
was provided which cost as much aa 
the rest of the dishes combined. It ia' 
common, besides, to run up the price 
of a dinner by providing very costly 
menus and favors and by other fantas- • 
tic devices which cost fabulous sums. 
The menus are sometimes engraved on 
gold. The most elaborate dinners are 
usually eaten in from two to three 
hours. In contrast with this, the great; 
Roman feasts usually ran from sunset 
to daylight.—N. Y. World. 

As it Looked to Him. 
"It's very singular," said the observ

ant boarder, "that plenty of girls but 
no men are getting married this year." 

"What do you mean?" demanded the 
cross-eyed boarder. "A woman can't 
get married unless there is a man to 
marry her." 

"Well, I don't read all the details of 
the weddings in the society columns, 
but I know that the headlines speak 
about June brides, while I haven't seen 
the first mention of a June bride* 
groom." — Pittsburgh Chronicle-Tele
graph. > 
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