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•- AoooBDure to the latest report of H. 
Clay Evans, commissioner of pensions, 
there is now only one survivor of the 
war of 1812—Hiram Crook, of north* 
western New York. He is 99 years of 

PACKAGES can not be mailed to the 
Yukon country, according to an order 
recently issued by the postoffice de
partment Letters and postal c'ards 
ean be sent to the Yukon country, but 
there is no way in which parcels or 
third or fourth-class matter can be 
forwarded. 

IT is estimated that the earth re
ceives not more than one thousand-
millionth part of the total radiation of 
the sun's rays. If any considerable 
portion of this heat was concentrated 
upon the earth it would not only be
come uninhabitable but become speed
ily consumed. 

THE biggest egg in the world, is for 
sale in London. It was found buried 
in sand in Madagascar by natives. 
This egg, known to naturalists as the 
Aepyronis Maximus, measures nearly 
a yard in circumference and over afoot 
in length. Its cubical capacity is equal 
to 150 hens' e^'gs. 

SILAS A. HOLCOMB, who has just been 
elected on the fusion ticket to the Ne
braska supreme court, is physically 
the biggest man who figured in the re
cent election. With the face of a 
placid boy, he yet towers head and 
shoulders above all his colleagues who 
might walk under his outstretched 
arm without its brushing their hats. 

A LATE' issue of the London Times 
atated that at least a score of persons 
perish each year in Switzerland in try
ing to secure the wonderful snow 
flower—the edelweiss—which grows in 
•ery inaccessible places. Some of those 
who lose their lives trying to secure it 
are reckless tourists; others are Swiss 
boys, who wish to get it that they may 
•ell it to travelers. 

THE Austrian post office is to try a 
"telegram card," on which a person 
writes a message and posts in the 
usual way, but the post office telegraphs 
the contents, which are delivered to 
the address by the postman. The plan 
is a combination of post and telegraph, 
and seems useful as having a cost and 
speed intermediate between post and 
telegraph. 

THESE is at present under construc
tion an electric machine which will be 
used on the elevated stations for sell
ing tickets. The machine referred to 
is to be constructed in such a way that 
when you drop your nickel in the slot 
you will receive a ticket in exchange. 
There will be four of these on each of 
the larger stations. The reason why 
this system has been adopted by the 
railroad trustees Is to do away with 
the expense of having an agent on 
each station. 

KINGSTON, Jamaica, has an electric 
tramway, the power for which is de
rived from a hydraulic plant operated 
by two horizontal turbines, directly 
connected to two three-phase alterna
tors of 360 horse-power each, generat
ing current at 550 volts. This pres
sure, by means of transformers, is 
stepped up to 14,000 volts and the cur
rent thus transmitted to a substation 
SI miles distant. Here it is transform
ed down to 350 volts and converted in
to continuous current by two syn
chronous converters. 

GRANITE is not considered to be an 
insulator, but one of the electrical 
journals reports that insulators are 
made as follows: Maine granite is 
crushed and molded: into form and 
fused at 3,000 degrees Fahrenheit. It 
resists all but hydrofluoric acid, and 
does not crush at a lower pressure 
than 14,500 pounds per square inch and 
gives a tensile strength of 480 pounds 
per square inch; 56,600 volts were re
quired to pierce one-quarter of an inch 
of this material in the shape of cup 
insulators. 

# ERNEST BAUEB, an extensive poultry 
raiser of Coffeyville, Kan., having read 
in an agricultural journal that boracic 
acid would preserve chicken meat al
most ^ indefinitely, assumed that the 
chemical Bhould be mixed with the 
feed of the fowls and given to them to 
eat. He tried the experiment, with 
the result that 762 of his 800 chickens 
died within 24 hours. He sued the ed
itor of the paper, but the court held 
that any man of ordinary intelligence 
should have known better than to try 
to preserve the flesh of living fowls by 
means of chemicals. 
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JOHN H. PAGE, JB., who was recently 
commissioned as a second lieutenant 
in the 3d infantry, is the third of the 
name to serve in the army of the 
United States. His father, John H. 
Page, is colonel of the 3d infantry and 
served in Cuba during the war, taking 
part in the fighting about Santiago. 
He was the last of the regular army 
colonels to leave Cuba. His grand
father, John H. Page, was killed at the 
battle of Palo Alto during the Mexican 
war. For more than 50 years there has 
always been a John H. Page among 
the officers of the army. 

A CURIOUS accident happened to 
Queens Wilhelmina and Emma of the 
Netherlands at Potsdam the other 
evening. After the musical recital 
given in their honor at the Neues 
palais, whicn finished late, they drove 
home to the stadtschloss. The coach
man lost the way and the carriage got 
Into the marshes and could not move 
one way or the other, the horses sinking 
up. to the body. Policemen and others 
hastened to fetch another carriage, 

happily a general, also coming 
trom the concert,, drove past the spot 
fc' ft cab, which he of course placed at 

jn»1esties* disposal. 

All of the Indications Show That the 
> Insurrection in the Philip- , 

" V pines Is About Over. 

6EN. OTIS OUTLINES THE SITUATION. 

Isnrceal Reader • Considering s 
Proposition to Lay Down Their 

. Arms—Gen. Conon Surrenders with 
El>kt Haadred Men—Advance Into 
the Interior Progresses.* 

Washington, Nov. 28.—Gen. Otis re
ports the situation in the Philippines 
in the following dispatch to the war 
department: 

"Manila.. Nov. 27.—Steamer from San 
Fabian yesterday brought 115 Spanish pris
oners, $75,000 insurgent government money 
and other property captured by Lawton's 
troops near Tayug on 25th. Wheaton's 
troops, Fowler's company, Thirty-third, 
drove enemy westward from Mangaaren 
a few miles southwest Dagup'an, captured 
five three-Inch muzzle-loading guns, 12 
rifles, 12,000 rounds Maxim cartridges, 1,000 
shrapnel, 800 pounds of powder and other 
property, also 94 Spanish and seven Amer
ican prisoners. Bell, with Thirty-sixth 
Infantry in pursuit and will march down 
western Luzon coast. Indications are two 
or three bodies Insurgent troops number
ing prq{>ably 500 or more men each in 
mountains west of railroad, can be readily 
handled by MacArthur; they have the 
bulk of the Insurgent artillery all of 
Which will be captured unless buried. -

Still Pursuing Auralnaldo. 
Young still in pursuit of Aguinaldo who 

Is heading for Bangued a few miles east of 
Vigan; Young with cavalry and scouts is 
followed by battalion Thirty-third and by 
balance battalion Twenty-second; two bat
talions Thirty-third en route for Vigan by 
military post road. Yourg's reception by 
Inhabitants enthusiastically; they give all 
aid possible. Aguinaldo has collected more' 
than 1,000 of his troops at the north, prob
ably most will desert him. Number small 
detachments Insurgent troops throughout 
country north of Manila have' been cap
tured and inhabitants manifest gratitude 
for deliverance. Indications are that in
surgent force south of Manila disintegrat
ing and troops going to their' homes. Re
ports from southern Islands favorable. 

Last Force Scattered. 
Manila, Nov. 29. — Col. Bell has scat

tered the entire rebel force under Gen. 
Alejandrino and all their artillery and 
ammunition were captured. This de
feat scatters the last remaining organ
ized portion of Aguinaldo's army. Col. 
Webb Hayes and 300 men of the Thirty-
first volunteer infantry arrived on the 
transport Manauense. The vessel was 
struck by a severe storm after she left 
Honolulu and narrowly escaped foun
dering with all on board. 

Rebels May Give Up. 
Manila, Dec. 1.—Insurgent leaders in 

the northern portion of Luzon may 
surrender to the Americans to-day. 
Gen. Lawton, who is in Bambang, seven 
miles from Bayombong, in the Cagayan 
valley, has been in telegraphic com
munication with the insurgent com^-
manders over the wires which were still 
in their possession. The leaders of the 
rebels are considering the proposition 
which Gen. Lawton has made by tele
graph for their surrender. He demands 
an unconditional surrender, but prom
ises that the rebels will not be punished 
for treason with the death penalty. It 
is expected that the insurgents, who 
realize that they can offer resistance 
but a short time longer, will accept and 
lay down their arms. 

Location of Oar Forces. 
Gen. MacArthur is now in Bayam-

bang (or Bayamban); preparing to 
sweep the country on both sides of 
the Manila-Dagupan railroad. Gen. 
Wheaton is at San Fabian and Gen. 
Lawton at Tayug. The cordon from 
Sat* Fabian to San Isidro covers all 
the roads and occupies all the towns 
on the line. The American policy is 
to prevent any more insurgents es
caping to the north and- to force them 
toward the country west of the rail
road. 

Notable Prisoners. 
Maj. Johnston, of Gen. MacArthur's 

staff, brought here by special train. 
Churibian, secretary of the treasury in 
the so-called Filipino government, and 
Mariana Lin Gap, a Chinese half-
breed, director of railways and post of
fices, both of whom surrendered in 
Bayambang, with their families and 
servants. Their goods filled four cars. 
Churibian maintained that civilians 
were exempt from imprisonment, and 
he was deeply chagrined when he 
found himself placed incommunicado 
with Bjiencamino. 

• Gives Bp Hla Force. • 
Manila, Dec. 2.—Gen. Conon surren

dered 800 officers and men with rifles, 
several American and 70 Spanish pris
oners, and the garrison at Bayombong, 
province of Nueva Vizcaya, to Lieut. 
Monroe, with 50 men of the Fourth cav
alry. 

Washington, Dec. 2.—Considerable 
Interest is felt here in the news that the 
insurgents at Bayombong have surren
dered, particularly as the number is 
Baid to exceed that captured by the 
United States troops at any one time. 
Bayombong is the city to which Agui
naldo at one time contemplated retreat
ing for the purpose of locating the rebel 
capitat, after he was force.d to flee from 
Tarlac,butthe American troops pressed 
him so hard that he was unable to carry 
out his intention. 

Paahlnor Vigorously On. 
Washington, Dec. 2.—Gen. Otis' ad

vices to the war department Friday 
show that the advance into the interior 
is being vigorously pushed and the 
American troops continue to drive back 
and disperse the scattered bands en
countered. He states that Capt. War
wick, Eighteenth infantry, was killed 
in an engagement at Passi, Iloilo prov
ince, on the 26th inst. 

Publishers Bnrned Ont 
Philadelphia, Nov. 30.—The great 

book publishing house of J. B. Lippin-
cott & Co. and several other business 
buildings in this city were destroyed 
by fire,* the aggregate loss being over 
$3,000,000. The Lippincotts are the 
heaviest losers. SFSM \ I'A £» 

^THB PENSIOH LAWS. 
Secretary HllekMek 
* P RcMMMBlatlMi-Ollicr fa- A 

tracts (rant His Report. 

Washington, Dec. 2.—The annual report 
of Secretary of the Interior Hitchcock, 
while summing up the work in all the bu
reaus, is of special interest by reason of 
Its statements regarding pension policies. 
At the close of the fiscal year there were 
Ml,619 pensioners, a decrease of 2,195 dur
ing the year. The average annual value 
of all pensions was (132.74. The Spanish 
war prbbably will increase the pension roll 
during the current fiscal year. 

Secretary Hitchcock urges legislation to 
definitely construe the act of June 27. 1890, 
relating to widows' pensions. Regarding 
this he says: "In order to more exactly de
fine the words 'means of support' I approve 
the recommendation of the commissioner 
of pensions that the act of June 27, 1890, be 
so amended that a pensionable status be 
granted to widows whose Income, lnde-
'pendent of the proceeds of their dally labor, 
is not in excess of 1250 per annum." The 
report also recommends legislative author
ity for biennial examinations of pension
ers; legislation prohibiting the payment of 
"any compensation whatever to pension at
torneys and agents for any service in con
nection with any claim or proceeding un
der the pension laws, except such as may 
within certain limits fixed by congress be 
allowed by the commissioner of pensions 
and paid from the pension money as now 
provided with respect to 'claims for pen
sion," a,nd for the delivery free of any 
part paid letter or packet addressed to pen
sion agencies. 

During the fiscal year ended June 30, 1899, 
the public lands disposed of aggregated 
9,182,413.16 acres. 

The total cash receipts- during the year 
amounted to $3;070,137.34, an increase of 
$792,142.16. 

The total area of public lands is approxi
mately fixed at 1,082,138,221 acres, of which 
929,308,068 acres are undisposed of and 152,-
380,153 acres have been reserved for va
rious purposes. 

Excluding 5,320 Indians in New York and 
62,500 embraced in the five civilized tribes, 
the Indians number approximately 181,586, 
as against 180,132 reported last year. -

That railroad traffic has increased won
derfully In the. last two years Is shown by 
the report. The increase in the net earn
ings for 1898 over 1S97 was $23,000,000 and in 
1899 the increase was $9,000,000, being limited 
only by the lack of cars to carry products. 

MAKES HIS REPORT. 

Comptroller Dawes Telia of Banks, 
Banking Laira and De-

poaita. 

Washington, Nov. 28. — Comptroller 
Dawes' annual report for the year ended 
October 31, 1899, has been prepared for 
transmission to congress. With respect to 
the condition of national banks during 
the year, as shown by the five reports re
quired from the banks, the comptroller 
says: 

"The number of banks in operation on 
September 7, 1899, was 3,595, with a paid-in 
capital of $005,772,970. The Individual de
posits on that date amounted to $2,450,-
725,595.31, and the aggregate resources to 
$4,650,355,133.44.. A comparison of the Sep
tember 7 returns with those made on Sep
tember 20, 1898, indicates an Increase dur
ing the year in individual deposits of $419,-
271,055.02; in loans and discounts of $340,-
789,623.20; in amounts due from other banks 
and bankers, $160,391,896.68; in specie, $44,-
697,225.44, and in aggregate resources, $646,-
844,088.57. On September 7 the net deposit 
liabilities of the national banks of the 
country aggregated $3,031,463,016.68, on 
which a reserve of $890,568,825.90, or 29.38 per 
cent:, was held. The composition of this 
reserve was as follows: Specie, $338,571,-
383.83; legal tenders and United' States cer
tificates of deposit for legal tenders, $127,-
754,651; due from reserve agents, $414,126,-
660.44; redemption fund with the treasurer 
of the United States. $10,116,130.63.*! 
Among other recommendations, the comp

troller strongly urges laws authorizing the 
incorporation of banks for the purpose of 
carrying on international and intercolonial 
banking as distinguished from domestic 
banking. He. also recommends laws au
thorizing the establishment in small com
munities of national banks with a capital 
of $25,000. He repeats his recommendation 
of one year ago relative to a modification 
of the law restricting loans to any one 
individual to ten per cenit. of the capital 
of a national bank, and advises the at
taching of a penalty for making excessive 
loans after the present section is modi
fied. 

INTERNAL REVENUE. 

Extracts from the Report of Com-
mlgnloner Wilson — Estimated 

Revenaea for Next Year. 

Washington, Nov. 29. — Commission
er Wilson, of the internal revenue bu
reau, in his annual report for the fiscal 
year ended June 30,1899, shows that the 
receipts from all sources aggregated 
$273,484,573, an increase over the pre
ceding year of $102,617,000. 

The total amount expended in the 
collection of revenues during the year 
was $4,591,754, or 1.68 per cent, of the 
collections. This percentage of cost is 
the smallest that has ever been reached 
in the history of the bureau. The com
missioner estimates that the receipts 
from all sources for the present year 
will approximate $285,000,000. * v®:;; 

Former Senator Dead. 
Washington, Nov. 29.—Hon. Thomas 

W. Tipton, who represented the state 
of Nebraska in the United States sen
ate for eight years, died here Tuesday 
in the eighty-third year of his age. - He 
was a native of Ohio, but went to Ne
braska in 1858, and since his retire
ment from politics has lived in Wash-
\ngton. „ 

Three Killed. 
Hazleton, Pa., Nov. 30.—A Pennsyl

vania railroad train crashed into a stage 
at Cranberry Crossing Wednesday, 
killing Miss Davidson, of Grafton, W. 
Va.; Miss Emma Goeddecke, of Butler, 
and Mrs. Paisley, of Harwood. Toney 
Cheroy, of this city, the driver of the 
coach, was severely injured. 

Troops to Leave Cuba. 
Washington, Dec. 1.—Secretary Hoot 

has taken the first step toward the in
dependence of Cuba by ordering a re
duction of about 20 per cent, in the 
force of American soldiers now in the 
island. This was done on the direct 
recommendation of Gen. Leonard Wood-
in command of Santiago. 

Harpera In Trouble. 
New York, Nov. 29.—After an unin

terrupted career of 82 years the great 
publishing house of Harper & Brothers 
is compelled to acknowledge that it is 
unable to meet its maturing' obliga
tions, which amount to $5,500,000. 

Murder and Suicide. 
Murphysboro, 111., Nov. 29. — Samuel 

Coad, aged 62, a wealthy resident of 
this city, killed his wife, aged 30, and 
himself. No cause is known for the 
deed. 

KHHfflL 
Features of the Proposed Law 

Drawn by the Caucus Commit
tee of the House. 

FRAMERS MAKE REPORT OF THEIR WORK 

If It Beeomea a Law, Gold la t*Be the 
Standard ofValae and the Baele of 
the Entire Money System of the 
United Statea—Subject of Banking 
la Omitted. 

Washington, Nov. 29.—After spending 
many months In its preparation, the re
publican caucus committee has made pub
lic the financial bill which it will ask con
gress to pass. Under it, if it becomes a law, 
gold is to be the standard of value and 
the basis of the entire money system of 
the United States. United States bonds 
are to be payable in gold, and all obliga
tions, public and private, for the payment 
of money shall be paid in gold. 
•A division is. to be established in the 

treasury department for the issue and re« 
demption of the several kinds of United 
States money. The gold reserve held by 
this division is to be maintained when nec
essary . by the issue of three iter cent, 
bonds. 

United States notes, treasury notes and 
silver certificates, when redeemed in gold, 
are to be held in the division of issue and 
redemption and paid out again only in ex
change for gold. 

The silver bullion purchased'under the 
Sherman act and still held by the treasury 
is to be available for the coinage of sub
sidiary silver coins. 

Worn and uncurrent subsidiary silver 
coins are to be recoined from time to time, 
as it becomes necessary, and the legal 11m-' 
itation cf $50,000,000 placed on such coinage 
is to be removed. 

The denominations of future issues of 
United States notes or treasury notes are 
to be determined by the secretary of the 
treasury, but' silver certificates shall be 
issued only in denominations of $1, $2 and 
$5. 

National banks are to be permitted to 
Issue their notes up to the par value of 
the bonds deposited by them to secure 
circulation. 

The tax on national bank notes Is to be 
repealed and the banks are to pay a tax 
of one-fifth of one per cent, on the aggre
gate of their capital, surplus and undi
vided profits. 

Authority is to be granted to organize 
national banks with $25,000 capital In towns 
with a population of not more than $2,000. 

Main Purpose of Committee. 
The members of the committee consider 

the definite enactment of the gold standard 
and the provision for the redemption of 
all other forms of metallic and paper money 
in gold on demand the most important fea
tures of their measure. The main purpose 
which they had in view was to take from 
a secretary of the treasury the power to 
change the flanancial basis by a depart
ment ruling and to make such a change 
possible only by the concurrence of ma
jorities of both houses of congress and the 
president. 

Subject of Banking Omitted. 
In its report the committee says: 
"The committee did not consider the gen

eral subject of banking, nor did it seek 
to arrange a complete scheme of finance, 
but confined its recommendations to those 
subjects of most pressing demand, as evi
denced by the pledges of the republican 
party and the general policy of the repub
lican administration. 

Authors of the Measure. 
The authors of the bill are the follow

ing congressmen: D. B. Henderson, of 
Iowa; S. E. Payne, of New York; John 
DalzeH, of Pennsylvania; Jesse Overstreet, 
of Indiana; W. S. Kerr, of Ohio; J. W. 
Babcock, of Wisconsin; Page Morris, of 
Minnesota; William C. Lovering, of Mas
sachusetts; Eugene F...Loud, of Califor
nia; Charles Curtis, of Kansas, and R. B. 
Hawley, of Texas. 

The men who drafted the currency bill 
compose a caucus committee appointed un
der authority of the last session of con
gress for the purpose of considering mon 
etary legislation and making recommend
ations. The bill embodies the unanimous 
views of the committee. It will be re
ported to a republican caucus next Satur
day night, when plans will be laid for 
pushing it through congress. Col. Hender
son was chairman and Jesse Overstreet 
secretary of the committee. 

Will. Pay the Expense*. 
Washington, Nov. 30.—J. P. V. Grid-

ley, a son of the late Capt. Charles V. 
Gridley, who commanded Admiral 
Dewey's flagship at the battle of 
Manila, has been designated for ap
pointment to a lieutenant in a marine 
corps by President McKinley, and the 
president and Admiral Dewey will pay 
the necessary educational expenses of 
the young man. 

] i " Bank Circulation. 
Washington, Dec. 2.—The monthly 

circulation statement of the comp
troller of the currency shows that at 
the close of business November 29, 
1899, the total circulation of national 
bank notes was $243,760,248, an increase 
during the month of November of $775,-
554, and an increase during the last 
12 months of $1,058,210. 
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i' i ' ' Football Gamea. 
Chicago, Dec. 1.—Following are the 

scores in the leading football games on 
Thanksgiving day: Wisconsin, 17; 
Michigan, 5. Chicago, 17; Brown, 8. 
Pennsylvania, 29; Cornell, 0. Iowa, 58; 
Illinois, 0. Indiana, 18; Purdue, 5. Kan
sas, 34; Missouri, 6. Logan sport, 17; 
Marion, 0. Grinnell, 12; Nebraska, 0. 

Six Peraona Killed. 
Paterson, N. J., Dec. 1.—Alexander 

Craig and his wife and two children 
and Mrs. May Roe and Walter Wal-
brook were killed in a railway collision 
at a crossing in Paterson, N. J. i 

I>oat Both Arm, 
Muscatine, la., Nov. 29. — Frank 

Weiser, a farmer, had both arms cut 
off in a corn-shearing machine Tuesday 
morning. He went through amputa
tion successfully. 

i ; Llkea a Change. 
St. Louis, Nov. 29. — Mrs. Joseph 

Hessler, aged 19, was married in this 
city to Oscar E. Farrar. She had been 
married and divorced four times in five 
years. . : v.;. 

Vice President's Will. ' 
Paterson, N. J., Dec. 2.—The will of 

Vice President Garret A. Hobart leaves 
an estate of $2,500,000 mostly to his 
widow and son. 

-VJJ. ^ •' ' — ' } 

. ' , November Coinage. V *V.' 

Philadelphia, Dec. 1.—The total coin
age. at the mint during November was 
$3,046,070, which represents 19,415,240 
separate coins. 

V 

XDtOB XBWB ITEMS. 
r«v the Week IndlM Dee. 3. 

Carl Beyer died in Chippewa Falls, 
Wis., aged 106 years. 

The town of Garland, Tex., with 1,000 
inhabitants, was destroyed by fire. 

The Georgia legislature has defeated 
a bill for the disfranchisement of ne
groes. 

Latest advices say that the revolu
tion in Colombia is spreading and gain
ing strength. 

Charles Ccghlan, the eminent actor 
and author, died in Galveston, Tex., 
aged 56 years. 

Eleven hunters were accidentally 
killed during the Minnesota and Wis
consin deer season. 

A masked robber held up two ex
press messengers near Branchville, 8. 
C., and secured $1,700. 

Secretary of State Hay denies that 
there is an alliance between England 
and the United States. 

Frank Weiser, a farmer, had both 
.arms cut off in a corn-shearing ma
chine near Muscatine, la. 

State Superintendent Jackson has de
cided that the Bible may be read in the 
public Bchools in Nebraska. 

The wholesale grocery house of 
Griggs, Cooper & Co., in St. Paul, was 
burned,.the loss being $200,000. 

Maj. Guy Howard, who was killed in 
the Philippines last October, was buried 
in Omaha with military honors. 

Mrs. Hollebeck and her infant child 
were burned to death in Kenosha, 
Wis., by the overturning of a lamp. 

Mamie DeLong shot and killed Lizzie 
(Sessions, her rival, and Calvin An
drew, her lover, near Tampa, Fla, 

The First Tennessee regiment, that 
did good work in the Philippines, was 
given a royal welcome at Nashville. 

Eichard Smith (colored) was hanged 
at Perry, Ga, Smith murdered Bob 
Pine, also colored, at Beach Haven, last 
May. 

Twenty-eight thousand employes of 
the Fall River (Mass.) cotton mills are 
to get a ten per cent, advance in 
wages. 

The schooner Clara was sunk by the 
steamer Ericsson in the Delaware river 
off Thompson's point and four of the 
crew were drowned. 

Rev. H. H. Howell, a noted Welsh min
ister and editor of the Friend, the offi
cial organ of the Welsh church, died in 
Columbus, O., aged 59 years'. 

William Helmboldt, 60 years old, a 
civil war veteran, and his wife, Matilda, 
aged C5, were burned to death in New 
York by a fire in their home. 

At a meeting in Chicago of the execu
tive committee of the silver republicans 
it was decided to hold a presidential 
nominating convention in 1900. 

Kentucky democrats nominated J. W. 
Gale for congress in the Seventh dis
trict and W. C. Owen was nominated 
in the same district by fusionists. v, 

The French are growing more and 
more ardent in their sympathy for the 
South African Republic. Many Boer 
flags have been distributed in Paris.' 

A TERRIFIC BATTLE. 

Brltlah Troops Defeat the Doer 
Forcea In a Ten Horn-*' Fight 

at Motlder River. 

London, Nov. 30.—Gen. Methuen 
has defeated the whole Boer force at 
Modder river. In his dispatch to the 
queen after the battle Gen. Methuen 
says: 

"The battle was the bloodiest of the 
century. The British shelled the enemy 
out of the trenches and then charged. The 
result was terrible." 

The war office has received a dis
patch from Gen. Buller saying that 
the battle lasted ten hours'and was 
desperate all the time. * The success 
clears another stage of the road to 
Kimberley, the siege of which Gen. 
Cronje must have partially raised in 
order to give battle to Gen. Methuen. 
There is little reason to doubt, how
ever, that the Boers will again rally, 
as heretofore. 

New York, Dec. 1.—A dispatch to the 
World from London says: The casualty 
list of the Modder river fight is awaited 
with the keenest anxiety. A rumor is 
current that the English losses, includ
ing both the killed and wounded, prob
ably were 500. 

London, Dec. 1.—It is officially an
nounced that Gen. Methuen was among 
those wounded at the battle of Modder 
river. 

London, Dec. 2.—Absence • of war 
news causes uneasiness here. A Ber
lin dispatch sa3's that Lord' Methuen 
is unable to cross the Modder river and 
that his retreat is cut off by Command
ant Delarraye, who is operating near 
Kaffirs'Kop. 

Railway Changes. • 
New York, Nov. 29. — It is announced 

that the Pennsylvania Railroad com
pany has acquired control of the Balti
more & Ohio and'that the New York. 
Central company will operate the Cleve
land, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis 
and the Chesapeake & Ohio roads. 

Cripple Creek Gold Production. 
Cripple Creek, Col., Dec. 2.—The total 

gold production of the Cripple Creek 
district in November was $2,515,500, an 
increase of more than 25 per cent, over 
the largest previous monthly record. 

Illicit Stllla. 
Washington, Nov. 30.—During the 

last fiscal year officers of the internal 
revenue seized 2,190 illicit stills, and in 
the discharge of their duty one officer 
w a s  k i l l e d  a n d  t h r e e  w o u n d e d .  - - i  •  

Found Dead. 
Sandusky, 0.,~Nov. 30.—Peter Schmidt 

and Mrs. Gehri, his sister, aged respec
tively 79 and 74 years, were found dead 
in their home near here, having been 
asphyxiated by coal gas. 

™ ' • i i — • i ••• I: '•;/ •" 
One Man Loat. , 

i St. Johns, N. F., Dec. 2.—The schooner 
Yickerson, with a general cargo, ran 
ashore at Cape Capereau and will be a 

One man was drowned. 
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Secretary of War Root Report* th* 

Results in Cuba, Porto Rico 
and the Philippines. 

RECOMMENDS A LARGER REGULAR ARMf 

Alu Favors Radical Chances tor th«-
Improvement of the Serrlee—Im
portant Suueatlone Made aa to the 
Government of the Colonies—Other-
Kecommendatlone. 

Washington, Dec. 2.—The annual report. : 
of Elihu Root, secretary of war, was made-
public Friday. The first half is devoted to 
the operation of the army in the^Philip-
pines, Cuba and Porto "Rico. The report 
gives a full history of the military opera
tions in the Philippines from August 12» 
1S98, up to the present time. An impor
tant feature of the report is a comprehen
sive outline of a plan of government for-
Porto Rico. It is understood that Presi
dent McKinley is in entire accord with Sec- ^ 
retary Root on this question, and that the- . 
plan outlined by the secretary will be the* 
identicahplan which the president will rec
ommend to congress in his annual message. 

Government for Porto Rleo. 
Concerning the plan of government pro- • 

posed for Porto Rico, Secretary Root cites-, > 
the Paris treaty, which provides that con- > 
gress shall determine the civil rights and -
political status of the natives of the terri
tory ceded to this government. The scheme^ 
outlined includes a definite declaration by -
congress of what American laws are to.b»< 
made applicable to the Porto Ricans, fol-
lowing which it is recommended that a. 
federal judiciary be established. 

The form of insular government proposedt 
provides for the appointment of a governor-
by the president, to be confirmed by the-
senate; the chief officers of state customary 
under our system, and a legislative council 
to be compose^ of the chief officers of state 
and a minority selected from the people or 
the Island by the president. All acts of the-
council are to be subject to the veto power-
of the governor and to be passed over the> 
veto by a two-thirds vote. No law is to . 
become effective until it has remained with
out this approval for 30 days after its pres
entation to congress or the president. It la 
suggested that voting right should be 11m- •• 
ited to those who read and write or who-
own a small amount of property. 

The secretary considers it too early toes- . 
tabllsh a local legislature, giving the in- . 
habitants the franchise only in municipal 
affairs. 

Abolition of the duties between the Unit- -
ed States and Porto Rico is recommended. 

Mllltnry Operations. ^ 
The report cites in brief the history of the- , 

military operations in the Philippines,. 
Porto Rico and Cuba during the fiscal year , 
ended June 30, 1899. Relief work in all three 
places is dilated upon. The transport serv- > 
ice, it is stated, includes SI steam trans
ports', with a saving in work done over or
dinary commercial rates of IS01.000. The re
moval of the dead from Cuba and simllaf 
work contemplated from the*Philippines 1* 
touched upon. ' < ' 

Favors Larirer Army. 
An increased and reorganized regular 

army, with many new and novel features; 
in the system involved, Is earnestly recom- . 
mended. Radical changes, which contem- !: 
plate the betterment of the service in.'; 
every department are proposed. The-
changes in the army organization and the 
Increase proposed are in the first Instance- •> 
specified particularly, while in the second 
no definite statement is made except as- " 
to artillery. The present artillery force ist 
recommended to be increased five times its 
present strength. The increase in officers^ 
and enlisted men is to be sufficient to man 
the equipment in the seacoast fortifica
tions, besides providing for the other-
branches of the service. 

A War College. '£ 
In order that there may be a more gen-

eral dispensation of military knowledge to 
officers both of the regular army and the* 
national guards, the latter of whom It is. 
intended to bring into closer touch with * 
the federal authorities, it is also proposed • 
to establish a war college. This institu
tion is to be in charge of a staff headed by 
the major general commanding. Experts. • 
are to be detailed for such service for-
stated periods. Likewise staff appoint
ments are to run for a specified time, after v 

which the officer whose term of service as: 
such appointee expires must serve one year » 
in the line before being eligible for stalT 
selection. 

He points to the bravery displayed by the-
regular army officers during the late war -
with Spain and the insurrection In the 
Philippines, and insists the people have- ' 
very thoroughly learned that an army of- : 
fleer, when he becomes such, does not cease-
to be an American citizen. 

The secretary recommends the enlarge- • 
ment of West Point military academy and 
an increase in the number of cadets to be- >• 
admitted annually. Especial attention is 
to be paid to the artillery branch of the-
service in that Institution and in the army. 
A ranking officer of artillery is recommend
ed, there being no such officer now. 

Deaths In the Army. 
The regular army now numbers 61,999 en

listed men and 2,248 officers, maklng a total 
of 64,247, and a volunteer force numbering-
30,050 enlisted men and 1,524 officers, making 
a total of 34,574. The deaths from all causes, ' 
including casualties in action, for the 14 
months from May, 1898, to June, .1899, in
clusive, were 6,619. The deaths from disease • 
from all causes were at an annual deatte 
rate of but 25.68 per thousand. 

Estimates. 
Estimates of the cost of maintenance for-

the fiscal year ending June 30, 1900, are as-
follows: * 
Civil establishment ...$1,967,7» 
Support of the army and military 

academy 87.015,29> 
Fortifications and river and har

bor improvements 30,499,578^ 
Miscellaneous 5,196,799- ' 

A net deficiency appropriation of 916,000,-
000 is asked for. v 

Other Recommendations. ! ** ; 
The secretary declares in favor of a cable-

from the United States to the Philippines, 
via Hawaii and Guam. 

Among his other recommendations is on» 
that Gen. Shatter be retired, with the full 
rank of major general. 

The continuance of the river and harbor-
improvement work now under contract, it. 
is announced, will cost H5.436.626.68. 

A monument to Gen. Grant, to be erected, 
in Washington, is' also recommended, as Is. 
a memorial bridge extending from the cap
ital city to Arlington, where the national 
cemetery is located. It is also recommend— : 
ed that $65,000 be appropriated for purchase^ 
of the ground for a battlefield park covered, 
by the battle ground of Fredericksburg^ 
Salem Church, Chancellorsvllle, the Wil
derness and Spottsylvania Court-House.*"# 

' • ' -• 
The Pobllo Debt, 

Washington, Dec. 2.—The treasury* 
statement of the public debt shows. 
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that at the close of businessDecentber-
29,1899, the debt, less cash in the treas
ury, amounted to $1,140,091,831, a de-r 
crease for the month of $6,537,750.* 

Twlsi Pn»le Capid."" 
Chillicothe, O., Nov. 29. —• Miss Mar

garet Quinn, who was married in this-
city to Lloyd Lowndes, Jr., of Balti
more, Md., was uncertain whether it 
was her husband or twin brother who* 
had courted her ^ " 
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