
The Courier. 
VOL. 18 No. 50. COOPERSTOWN. GRIGGS COUNTY, N. D. THURSDAY TK1M1P 2 7 ,  iQ 0 0 .  *i .co PER ANNUM 

The Qriggs Courier. 
P R. TRUBSHAW, EDITOR.  

Those of our people who are 
interested in the work of the 
legislature,  should subscribe for 
the Bismarck Daily Tribune 
which gives the proceedings of 
the legislature daily • I t  will  
cost  you &1 from now until  the 
end of the session. 

The People 's  Advocate (Pop.) 
of Valley City,  e-a 'U down the 
populist  mayor of t i iaf town who 
pays s j  ) ]»c.* bolt  )e for beer for 
not elosin .r up 1 l ie bil l iard hulls 
and gambling de.is a-t  the prop.?r 
t ime as required by the ordin
ance. Bro. McPherson is a 
great fake in more ways than 
one. Clarky. and we are pleased 
to see that l ike "the pups" you 
are gett ing your eyejs opened— 
and yet you wanted to send him 
back to Bismarck to spoil  his 
prohibit ion proclivit ies again.  

The first  tr ial  of Secretary 
Lindelie.  of the stale enforce
ment league, resulted in a dis
agreement by tl ie jury.  I t  was 
expected by the evidence pro
duced that an acquittal  would re
sult .  but the defendant evident
ly had a jury—or at  least  some 
of i ts  members—-who are agin 
enforcement:  of the law. While 
Ave believe that Mr. Lindelie ac
cepted money from blind niggers 
we ako believe that the same 
money was used for prosecuting 
those same piggers and was in 
110 sense "hush" money. The 
league will  come out on top. 

William Jennings Bryan has 
decided to edit  and publish a 
weekly newspaper to be called 
"The Commoner." The paper 
will  be used for the purpose of 
expounding the doctrine of the 
Kansas City platform, i ts  editor,  
after two overwhelming defeats,  
not having arrived at  the con
clusion that the silver issue is 
dead and that the remains are 
buried too deep to resurrect.  
However.  Mr. Bryan will  make a 
very entertaining and newsy pa
per and the profession he has 
chosen is far superior to running 
around the country as a profes
sional polit ician.  Lt will  give 
him a touch of high life with all  
the emoluments and appurten
ances thereunto belonging, and 
the Courier extends the glad 
hand of fraternal greeting. May 
The Commoner 's  ink keg never 
run dry nor i ts  patent - ' innards" 
never come C. C, D. 

The passage of the tax reduc
tion bill  in the house in the shape 
in which i t  was put by the com
mittee will  give satisfaction to 
the country.  As passed i t  makes 
a  reduction of about £40.000.000 
in the taxes.  This is  S 10,000,000 
more than the president and the 
secretary of the treasury recom

mended, but the measure of 
course,  will  l ie accepted by the 
president if  i t  reaches him in the 
present shape. Just  what shape 
i t  actually will  have after going 
through the senate can not be 
foretold,  but there is a reason
able presumption that the re
publican leaders in that body 
will  take steps to prevent the 
democrats from cutting the 
taxes below that l igure.  The 
house democrats endeavored to 
make a cut of £70,000,000, but 
happily,  were beaten. I t  is  well  
to try the $40,000,000 cut for a 
year or two, and then if a  further-
reduction can safely be made, let  
another cut be had. The mem
bers of the ways and means com
mittee took the wise view of the 
situation when they opposed the 
wholesale1  cut proposed by the 
democrats.  

The coming session of the 
legislature should remodel the 
state herd law. As the law now 
stands stock of all  kinds is  al
lowed to run at  large from No
vember 1st  until  April  1st  and 
grain or other feed can be de
stroyed by loose stock running 
at;  large without any recompense 
to the owner unless his stack's 
are protected by what is  termed 
a legal fence of  three wires.  
Take this year for instance, when 
farmers are short  of  feed and un
able;  to f . ' i ic" in what,  l i t t le feed 
they have it  is  neither right or 
just ,  that  other peopl  • should be'  
al l  owed 1 o 111 rn their  stock loose 
to f e e . ]  ; i j  the expense of their  
neighbors.  We hope that the 
1 :gi  slat  l i r e  wdl remodel this law. 

The Sentinel editor is  having 
"em. again.  In commenting 011 
our editorial  of two weeks ago in 
which we argued for an eco
nomical session of the legislature 
the,  Sentinei scribe says it  is  use
less to expect it  from a republi
can legislai  ure or words to that 
effect.  Bro. Abbott  is  of too 
pessimistic t urn of mind and is 
always crossing bridges before 
l ie gets to them. He should dig 
up the ti les of l i ispaper and take f  
retrospective view of hiseditorial  
w i t tenthe Saturday night be
fore election. He said that the 
Lord would be on the right:  side 
in the election, and as it  was a 
republican landslide the polit ics 
of the '"creator and preserver of 
the universe" mast belong to the 
victorious party.  And seeing 
that the legislature is al .nost 
solidly republican, and if the 
Sentinel 's  views 011 religion are 
sound, the Lord is responsible 
for that majority and will  doubt
less guide the deliberations of 
the law making body. Bro. Ab
bott  should cultivate a more 
cheerful disposit ion and stick to 
his text.  

rectness of the principle of di
rect  nomination. 

For these reasons The Herald 
believes that the best  results will  
be attained by the enactment of 
a  law which provides for the 
direct nomination of candidates 
for municipal,  county,  and legis
lative posit ions,  leaving, for the 
present,  t l ie nomination ofcandi 
dates for state posit ions to con
ventions the delegates to which  

shall  be chosen by direct vole in
stead of bv intermediate conven
tion . .  In this way the people 
will  become familiarized with the 
system by watching i ts  operation 
right among themselves,  defects,  
which will  be sure to exist ,  will  
be recognized as defects in the 
machinery, and not in the prnci 
pie of tne system and there will  
be a less violent disturbance of 
the relations existing between 
polit ical  parties and the com
munity at  large.  

At least  three t i l ings are in-,  
dispensible to the success of t he j 
system. These are concurrent j 
primaries at  which the inomber^l 
of all  parties shall  vote:  public] 
control of t in;  primary, as of the 
general election: and voting by 
ti le Australian ballot  system. 
The application of these to local 
nominations,  with the necessary 
details to makv the law effective 
will  be a departure from our 
present system radical enough 
to attempt at  any time. "Rome 
wasn't ,  buil t  in a day," and if i t  
had been i t  would never have 
been known as the '-Eternal 
Citv." Let us do well  what we 
undertake rather than do imper
fectly a great deal.—Herald.  

in control of this reform sheet 
hfive been such determined op
ponents of the ex-president since 
1896. that  their  att i tude in the 
coming tight will  be watched 
very keenly.  

The Herald believes that the 
end to be reached in primary 
legislation is  the nomination by 
direct popular vote of candidates 
for all  official  posit ions in the 
state?.  I t  is  not necessary,  how
ever.  nor does it  appear te) be de
sirable,  to attempt to place our 
entire nominating system 011 this 
basis at  once. As has been fre
quently pointed out.  legislation 
of this character must be to a 
great degree experimental,  and 
the best  results are usually 
reached by the observance of 
caution. 

That our present nominating 
system is satisfactory is  gener
ally admitted,  but in our at
tempts to reform it  we must 
guard against  the danger of mak
ing mistakes which will  dis
c-edit  the principle which it  is  
sought to establish,  and thus do 
the cause of reform harm instead 
of good. 

The 1 iw providing for direct 
nominationn all  along the line 
must of necessity prescribe 
regulations concerning a great 
number of details.  The more 
details there are the great
er is the liabil i ty to error.  And 
the more mistakes are made the 
less favor ably will  the people be 
impressed with the law as a 
whole,  and with the principle up
on which the law is based. 

I t  seems, therefore,  to be the 
part  of good sense and good poli
t ics not tei  at tempt to accomplish 
too much at  once. and by making 
the reform and progressive one 
to avoid the necessity of regulat
ing many details,  and con
sequently diminishing the liabil i
ty to mistake. By following this 
plan not enly will  fewer mistakes 
be made, but those mistakes will  
be the more readily rectified 
without in any way affecting the 
belief of the pee>ple in the cor

Democrats all  over thecountry 
have been thrown into a state of 
enthusiasm by the recenLdeclara-
tiems of Ex-President Grovor 
Cleveland, who declares that the 
democratic party must cease 
wondering after strange* gods 
and return te) i ts  f irst  principles.  
During the second campaign in 
which the man of destiny headed 
the demeicratic t icket he was the 
idol of the.1  democrats and pops.  
In lS9(i  when he refused to stand 
for a iiOe dollar and a debased 
currency these same admirers 
of the great and only Grover,  
could not find words vile* e>nougli  
to abuse him and called him a 
traitor.  Now that their  late idol 
Bryan, has been walloped to a 
finish by the American people 
who did not believe in being 
dishonest and paying fiOc on the 
dollar,  these same great reform
ers have rrived at  the conclu
sion that they must halt  in their  
headlong fl ight up suit  r iver and 
have become convinced that Mi-.  
Cleveland is a pretty good fellow 
and an able statesman after all .  
Chairman Kleinogle,  of the North 
Dakota state democratic commit
tee.  has already turned a hand
spring and is back worshiping 
at  the feet of Grover.  All  his 
revilers of recent years feel sor
ry and are fall ing all  over theun 
selves in endorsing Grover 's  po
sit ion and by the t ime the next 
presidential  campaign rolls 
around these same fusion fel
lows who have been call ing him 
"republican." "traitor," etc. .  will  
be t ickled to death to wear 
Grover 's  face on their  coat col
lars and patches on their  pant 
seats for four years following if  
they could elect him. or in a few 
words anything to beat the re
publican party.  Democrats and 
populists alike have developed a 
great capacity for swallowing 
crow, and are now more than 
will ing to endorse Grover.  free 
soup houses,  a bonded indebted
ness of s2Cd.0o0.000 and a busted 
national treasury. We> await  
with much expectancy and inter
est  Bro. Abbott 's  view of Cleve
land in the Sentinel,  The crowd 

F«r PiK'ii i i ioii i i i .  
Dr.  (_ ' .  .1 .  Bi*hnp.  df  Aui i i -w,  Viol i . ,  

c ivs :  " I  have  ! '«i ' i |  ImiU 'v ot iev  
and Tar  in  three  vei  \  m v i ' iv  ca-es  t . f  
p i !0 . i rUI>l l iM t i l l -  | i ; tM l l l r i l l l  .1 Will i  j i . i . i ,  |  
iv-u l t s  "  j 
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Valley City is Fifth. 
Washington, Dec. la.  ••-The 

population of t : ie incorporated 
towns in North Dakota witn a 
popnlatiem of over 2.0(Mi has berni 
announced. There is 110 town in 
the state with an official  popula
tion of over lo.O'hi an ]  Fargoaos 
who are in Washington asserr 
that there was a carelessly taken 
census of the city in some re
spects and that a stranger was 
employed for one of the ward--.  

rheiigures show ihat Fargo! 
is ahead of all  ot  hercit ie 's .  having 
an olllciai  le id over Gran I F >rk-
the next largest  of 1.11:;7.  Bis
marck comes third.  Jamesio- 11 
fourth.  Valley City i if th.  Gr.if  on 
sixth.  Wahpeton seventh and; 
Dickinson eighth.  No ot or 
towns in the state reached the 
2,00< 1 mark. 

The figures given are as fol
lows: 

r.l i l l l  1 <:)(. ' )  
Fai-jro ;  1..">s<t , t  
(irand Forks T.ti ."i2 4.;»7:) 
UismaroU a.l i t ' . i  i_\l*ti  

. )  amestown i l .L ' l t i l  
Vai  ley  Ci ty  2 .44 ' i  I  . l i s ' . i  
Graflun l . ' iHt 
W all |)elo 0 '2.'22S 1. ."> 10 

Dickinson L'.OTU SsT 
In percentage of increase 

Dickinson takes the lead with j 
131, Valley City second with 121, j 
Fargo third with til t .  Grand j 
Pork's fourth with Bismarck 1  

fifth with :>1, Graftem sixth with |  
49. Wahpetoti  sevemth with 47, 
Jamestown eight with 44. 

Dickinson's remarkable show
ing is due to the development of 
the western part  of the state 
Valley City has made good i ts  
cl  dins and has been aided by the 
Soo road. 

In the valley Fargo looms up 
over the other towns in good 
shape, and leads Grand Forks 
in increased percentage by OH to 

.Jamestown is the most disap
pointing of all .  

None e>f the cit ies in the 2.0OO 
class excel)!  Dickinson and Val 
ley City have'  kept pace with the 
average growth of the state 
which has been 71.1) per cent.  
Of course many of the smaller 
town, especially in the western 
part  of t;  le  stat  >. have grown 
much more rapidly.  Some in 
the'  northwestern part  have 1111-
dobte l ly increased 2"0 per cent. ,  
as there were scarcelv more 

than mere» stations at  a nnmber 
of points ten years ago. which 
now have prosperous l i t t le vil
lages.  

Taken Up 
eino uvo year old lu ' if i ' r .  color reel.  

' .Owner can yet same l>v< proving prop
erty.  paying charts ami paying for 
this notice. L. (!. Mf.LI.KM, 

Six miles north and one west o |  
1  1 

I  I t  l i l t s  I  l i e *  -
I  *  I When sii l l i ' f intf  (com a severe cold 
j ami your throat ami l imn* feel sure.  
I iaki '  a il i iMMtf Knlex's Honey ami '1 ar  
• when the serenes* uil .  l ie : i l  once r»>-
'  l ie  ei!.  a  warm '-  1111 feeKiiir  a n , j  

le-ulin^- u f  the p . O ' t* atl 'ecled will  l ie ex
perienced and \oti  will  say: "It  l 'eeds 
-o pied. It  hits  the spot." Guaran-

1  t e e d .  

I 'm- *a!e !>v 11. II  l ivrr .w w A- Co. 
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PETER 
E. 

NELSON. 
C00PFRST0WN 

N. D. 
'Phone 8. 

Iu5urauc6, ©ollecion^ and l^eal 

H ̂ tat© ^— 

I  you have lands to sell ,  buildings 
\  ui crops to insure,  call  at  my -/JK 

/  \  office and ye>u will  receive'Ty* 
prompt attention. '  1  

WARNER, Cooperstown, N. D. 

Canadian Excursions 

Tickets Good for 3 Months. 

$40 $40 
Round PACIFIC Round 
Irip. railway. Irip 
To points far east as Montreal, 

Full information cheerfully furnished. 

W. J. PAYNE, 
Agent, Cooperstown, N. D. 

CHAS. S. FEE, G. P. A., 
St. Paul, Minn, 


