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] THIRDS and animals have been car-
• s ried from one continent to an

other since man began traveling 
from continent to continent. Many 

j species that were originally natives 
, only of the old world may to-day be 

foun'd in a wild state in not only the 
^ Americas, tbut in countless islands cf 
the sea as well. This transplanting 
of animal species has resulted in 

' many ways, some of them peculiar. 
Two or three species of rats and 

the house mouse of Europe have thus 
become widely dispersed over the 
globe. Fruit vessels plying between 

"J ports of the United States and Cen-
,1 tral or South America occasionally 

bring snakes, small mammals and in-
f f sects in bunches of bananas. In No* 
r vember, 1895, a Central American 

mouse, of the genus Oryzomys, con-
5,^ cealed in a bunch of bananas shipped 

from Puerto Limon, Costa Rica, was 
captured alive in a commission house 

" ; in Washington, D. C. A young mu-
V e rine opossum from tropical America 
", 'l was discovered in a bunch of bananas 

at Ames, la., during the summer of 
1883 and was kept alive for some 
time. 

During the last 15 or 20 years 
Behring island, one of the Com
mander group in Behring sea, has 
been overrun with the common Sibe
rian red-backed mouse. This specie* 
was formerly unknown on the is
lands, but has been introduced since 
1870, probably in firewood brought 
from Kamchatka. Within ten years 
it spread all over the island, from the 
beaches to the mountains in the in
terior. It occurs both in the swamps 
and on the sand dunes, and has be
come a pest in the huts of the na
tives. In 1889 it was still confined to 
Behring island, but will probably 
reach Copper island in time. 

Wild horses are said to have be
come so numerous in some parts of 
Australia that they consume the feed 
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coast of southern California, and the 
island of Guadalupe, off the Lower 
California coast, are utilized as 
ranges for goats. All these is
lands are dry and more or less cov
ered with brush, but aborescent 
vegetation is comparatively scarce. 
The. goats practically run wild, and 
already exist in considerable num
bers. On Santa Catalina, one of the 
Santa Barbara group, wild goat hunt
ing is one of the diversions afforded 
tourists, and is considered one of the 
principal attractions of this resort. 

In this country no animal or bird 
introduced from foreign lands has 
done more damage than the common 
English sparrow. This little pest is 
a common bird of north central Eu
rasia. It is said to range as far 
north as latitude 67 degrees in Eu
rope and to latitude 61 degrees in 
Asia. The damage which it does in 
destroying fruit and grain, in disfig
uring buildings in cities and towns 
and in driving away other birds 
makes it one of the worst of the 
feathered pests. The rapidity with 
which it increases in a new locality 
is scarcely more remarkable than the 
persistency and care which have been 
displayed in introducing it into for
eign lands, in spite of the warnings 
of persons familiar with its habits. It 
has gained a foothold on all of the 
continents, and has been transported 
to some of the most distant islands 
in the Indian and Pacific oceans. In 
North America it has not increased 
very rapidly north of the transition 
zone nor in the lower Austral, but 
wherever it has become at all abun
dant efforts to exterminate it have 
been practically futile. 

The English sparrow was first in
troduced into the United States by a 
gentleman of Brooklyn, N. Y., who 
brought over eight pairs from Eu
rope in the fall of 1850 and liberated 
them in the following spring. These 
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MAP SHOWING 8PREAD OF ENQLI8H 8PARROWB IN THI8 OOUNTRY. 
The entire shaded ares represents approximately the present distribution of the sparrow; 

triangles indicate colonies in 1860, block spots, colonies in 1870; cl cles, isolated colonies in 1886; 
dotted area, range in 1888; lined area, extension or range up to 1900. 
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needed for sheep and other animals, 
and hunters are employed to shoot 
them. In some of the western states 
they have also become a nuisance, 
and in Nevada a law was passed in 
1897 permitting wild horses to be 
shot. Recent reports from Washing
ton indicate that cayuses are consid
ered of so little value that they are 
killed and used for bait in poisoning 
wolves and coyotes. 

Pigs have run wild in some of the 
southern states and also on certain 
islands, where, as on the Galapagos, 
they were originally introduced to 
furnish food for crews of vessels in 
need of fresh meat. According to Dr. 
Finsch, they were introduced into 
New Zealand by Capt. Cook about 
1770, and, soon becoming wild, in
creased to a remarkable degree. A 
century later wild pigs were so abun
dant in the flax thickets of the prov
ince of Taranaki, on the North island, 
that a hunter could shoot 50 in a 
single day. Dr. Finsch also cites a 
case mentioned by Hochstetter in 
which 25,000. wild pigs were said to 
have been killed by three hunters in 
less than two years. 

Sheep and goats when numerous 
are likely to cause widespread injury, 
particularly in • forested regions. An 
instructive example of the damage 
done by goats is that on St. Helena, 
described by Wallace. St. Helena is 
a mountainous island scarcely 50 
square miles in extent, and its high
est summits reach an elevation of 
2,7f0 feet. At the time of its discov
ery, about the beginning of the six
teenth centuryjot is said to have been 
covered by a depse forest; to-day it 
is described as a comparatively bar
ren rocky desert. This change has 
been largely brought about by goats 
first introduced by the Portuguese 
in 1513, and which multiplied so fast 
that in 75 years they existed by thou
sands. Browsing on the young trees 
and shrubs, they rapidly brought 
about the destruction of the vegeta
tion which protected the steep slopes. 
With the disappearance of the under
growth began the Washing of the soil 
by tropical rains and the destruction 
of the forests. In 1709 the governor 
reported that the timber was rapidly 
disappearing and that the goats 
should be destroyed if the forests 
were to be preserved. This advice 
was not heeded, and only a century 
later, in 1810, another governor re
ported th6 total destruction of the 
forests by the goats, and in conse
quence an expense of $13,600 in one 
year for the importation of fuel for 
government use. 

Thct Santa Barbara islands, off the 
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birds did not thrive, and in 1852 a 
second importation was made. In 
1854 and 1858 the sparrow was intro
duced at Portland, Me., and in the 
latter year at Peacedale, R. I., and a 
few bicds escaped at Boston, Mass. 
During the next decade it, was im
ported direct from Europe to eight 
other cities, and in one case 1,000 
birds were sent to Philadelphia in a 
single lot; birds were also distrib
uted from the colonies already start
ed in this country. By 1870 it had 
become established as far south as 
Columbia, S. C.; Louisville, Ky., and 
Galveston, Tex., and as far west as 
St. Louis, Mo., and Davenport, la., 
and as far north as Montreal, Can., 
thus gaining a foothold in 20 states, 
the District of Columbia and two 
provinces in Canada. 

Between 1870 and 1880 it was esti
mated that its range had been ex
tended by nearly 16,000 square miles, 
and isolated colonies were established 
at San Francisco (1871-72) and Salt 
Lake City, Utah (1873). During the 
next five years it spread over more 
than 500,000 square miles, and in 1886 
had become established in 35 states 
and five territories, occupying prac
tically all of the region east of the 
Mississippi river (except portions of 
Florida, Alabama and Mississippi), as 
well as parts of eight states in the 
west. Its range was estimated to 
cover 1,033,000 square miles, including 
148,000 square miles in Canada. 

At a recent date only three states 
(Montana, Nevada and Wyoming) and 
three territories (Alaska, Arizona and 
New Mexico) were apparently free 
from the sparrow. Its range extends 
westward to the great plains and in 
Colorado to the Rocky mountains, 
and also occupies considerable areas 
in Utah and central California. 

The true character of the bird is 
now so well known that it is unneces
sary to dwell on its injuries to fruit 
and grain, the nuisance it has become 
in large cities and the extent to which 
it has replaced native birds. The ill-
directed care and energy expended on 
introducing and fostering it 30 years 
ago are largely responsible for the 
marvelous rapidity of its distribu
tion. Now, when too late, efforts at 
extermination have been begun, and 
four states (Illinois, Michigan, Ohio 
and Utah) have offered bounties for 
its destruction, the expenditures in 
Illinois (1891-1895) and Michigan 
(1887-1895) amounting to about $117,-
500. . 

It pays to think before attempting 
to introduce a new species of animal 
life into a country to which it is for
eign. BERNHARD BRISTOU 

NORTH DAKOTA NEWS 
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While workmen were encased In ex
cavating (or a basement under the souta 
wing ot the Hotel Hal! at Grand Forks, 
they discovered bones which were evi
dently parts ot human skeletons. By 
careful digging the entire skeleton was 
uncovered, and It was found that It was 
one of a group of eight, nil of which' were 
lying together, all of the bodies having 
been burled In the same hole. The bod
ies had not been burled singly, but had 
been placed side by side, and three or 
four were on top of the others. The 
skeletons are evidently those of full 
grown men, as they are all of full sise. 

When they were placed there, and by 
whom, will probably always be a mys
tery. They were buried about four feet 
from the surface, and were so badly de
composed that most of the bones crumb
led to pieces when they were exposed to 
the air.. The upper part of one skull 
was gotten out almost entire, but the rest 
came out in fragments. It is evident, 
therefore, that they have been burled for 
many years. The building over them 
has stood there for the past 22 years, and 
during that time the ground has not 
been disturbed. 

WILL IGNORE! THE LAW. 
The new law which requires that all 

meat market men expose to view the hide 
of the cattle for sale, went Into effect 
the first. Several butchers were inter
viewed and they will' Ignore the meas
ure, as they regard it entirely for the 
protection of the ranchmen of the west
ern part of the state and not applicable 
to the eastern section where cattle rust
ling is unknown. Much of the meat sold 
here is shipped in from the eastern pack
ing houses, and it would, of course, be 
impossible to have the hide accompany 
the shipment and if the law was strictly 
enforced it would Interfere with inter
state commerce and be declared uncon
stitutional. , ,, .• 

NARROW ESCAPE. 
Carl Fodi. the mail carrier between 

Jamestown and Adrian, attempted to 
ford the James river one mile below 
Ypsllantl and his horse was drowned. 
The animal was caught In the current. 
Fodi succeeded in reaching the shore in 
safety. The mall sack was carried down 
stream and has not been recovered. There 
were some registered letters in the 
pouch. Fodi succeeded in. recovering his 
buggy. Postmaster Spaulding brought 
the mail from Ypsllantl to Jamestown 
for the mail carrier. The' drowned horse 
was worth over $100. Fodi Is but poorly 
paid by the postoffice department for 
carrying the mall, and It is quite a loss 
for him. 

N. D. W. R. C. 
The department of North Dakota, W. 

R. C„ elected officers at Devils Lake as 
follows: Department commander. Mrs. 
Emma B. Falconer, Bismarck; senior 
vice, Mrs. Fannie E. Valker. Wahpeton; 
junior vice, Mrs. Etta Elliott. Devils 
Lake: treasurer, Mrs. Florence Ward. 
Bismarck; chaplain, Charlotte Hewitt, 
Larlmore. Delegates to the national con
vention : Mrs. C. W. Barrett, Tower 
City; Frances E. Dixon, Devils Lake. 
Alternates: Mrs. Gertrude Brown, Fargo, 
and Mrs. Moore. Grand Forks. 

STABBED. 
A. Dally was nearly stabbed to death 

at Fargo. He and Joseph Soler had been 
"rushing the growler" from the Moor-
head side to a cheap restaurant on lower 
Front street. The men became Involved 
In a scrap In which Soler stabbed Dally 
on the side of the nose. The Injury 
seemed slight and little attention was 
paid to It till repeated hemorrhages weak
ened Dally so that he may not survive. 

TOTAL ABSTINENCE SOCIETY. 
The North Dakota Total Abstinence so

ciety held its annual meeting at Rey
nolds. The membership of the society 
consists mostly of Scandinavians. The 
election of officers resulted as follows: 
President, M. Shirley, Grand Forks; vice 
president, Slven Elllngson, Reynolds; 
secretary, Simon Johnson, Hillsboro; 
treasurer, P. A. Lee, Holmes; directors. 
E. Wagness. Ancta; O. Korshus, Gales-
burg, and Rev. Charles Yttrehus, Hills
boro. 

• NEWS NOTES. 
The residence of Charles Bowens, of 

Fargo, was burglarized Monday night, 
and the contents were roughly handled. 

Tim Leech, of Fargo, won a ten dollar 
prize as fat man at the Fargo fire fes
tival, and turned it over to the Chil
dren's Home. 

A quarter section one mile north of 
Washburn, was sold for $3,000. People 
are beginning to learn that western lands 
are worth something. 

Edward Batta, aged eight, son of a 
farmer living 12 miles north of Fessen-
den, was accidentally shot and killed by 
a companion while hunting gophers with 
a 22 calibre rifle. 

A man at Medina saw three prairie 
dogs the other day. These little animals 
are very rare east of the Missouri. 

The first clip of wool sold at Dickinson 
this year Is said to be of unusually fine 
quality. 

The first bonds ever Issued by the city 
of Fargo have been taken up and de
stroyed. They were twenty-year affairs 
and for the purpose of erecting some 
bridges. Mayor Chapln, Fargo's first 
mayor, was the signer, and the cancelled 
paper will be retained as a relic of the 
boom days of '81. 

A short time ago while attending to his 
professional duties in the southern part 
of Pembina c6unty. Dr. Stinson's atten
tion was called to a tumor on a horse's 
shoulder directly over the shoulder blade. 
The owner wanted It removed, which was 
done, and it was found to contain a 
twenty-five cent coin. 

William Scherrer, an employe of the 
Geiser Manufacturing Company, in Far
go, sustained probably fatal injuries by 
falling down an elevator shaft. He had 
fitted up sleeping apartments on the sec
ond floor and Is supposed to have walked 
Into the elevator hole in an attempt to 
reach the stairway. 

The site of the old Columbia hotel In 
Fargo may be chosen as the site for the 
Carnegie library building. 

While playing on a plank projecting 
into the water at Minot, Herbert, the 7-
year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. James Mor
rison, fell into the Mouse river and was 
drowned. 

Some remarkable wool clips are report
ed this season. In the vicinity of New 
Salem the average is two pounds heavier 
than last year. Chas. Lindstrom's sacks 
are weighing as high as 4S0 pounds. 

There was a hitch in the beet sugar 
factory enterprise, but Oakes has a 
cheese and butter factory with a com
bined capacity of 10,090 pounds of milk 
per day just the same, with another five 
miles from the city. 

The Presbyterian society at Jamestown, 
owns a church building and two parson
ages. 

TBJt PIHGRKS FUNERAL. 
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Detroit, Mich., July 8.—When the 
beautiful strains of "Jesus, Lover of 
My Soul" swelled through the Pin-
gree homestead Saturday afternoon, 
the beginning of the funeral services 
over Hazen S. Pingree, former gov
ernor' of Michigan, the house was 
crowded to its utmost capacity with 
those who had known and loved the 
dead man. In life Mr. Pingree's 
house was never closed to the public, 
and it was so in death. All for 
whom room could be found were 
permitted entrance. The services 
were held in the east drawing-room. 
A Scriptural reading broke the hush 
which followed the hymn, and then 
Bev. Seed Stuart, a Unitarian min
ister, and Rev. Xehemiah Boynton, a 
Congregationalist, spoke on the life 
and works of the dead statesman. 
After a prayer, the singing of "Lead 
Kindly Light" ended the services. 

Slowly and reverently the casket 
was borne from the house to a flag-
draped caisson drawn by four horses. 
Escorted by Gov. Bliss and staff, the 
First regiment Michigan national 
guard and the First battalion Michi
gan naval reserves, the cortege 
passed slowly down the broad ave
nue, past thousands of members of 
various civic organizations who were 
drawn up at a salute on one side 
of the avenue. As the caisson rolled 
by each organization fell in behind 
it, marching to the solemn tones of 
the dirge played by the bands. The 
interment was at Elmwood cemetery 
and the services there were in charge 
of the Scottish rite masons and the 
G. A. R. 

STANDS JOURNEY WELL. 

Kri. McKinley Reacliea Canton Little 

tine Worae (or Her Long Ride 

from Washington. 

Canton, O., July 8.—The train bear 
ing the presidential party arrived here 
at 10:15 Saturday morning. Mrs. Mc-
Kinley stood the journey very well. 

Owing to Mrs. McKinley's illness 
there was no formal demonstration at 
the station upon the arrival of the 
train, it being feared that the noise 
and confusion incident upon such a re 
ception would have an unfavorable ef 
feet upon the patient. 

There was, however, a very large 
crowd present that completely filled 
the station platform. When the pres. 
ident and Mrs. McKinley stepped from 
the train a hearty cheer of welcome 
went up. In accordance with the wish 
es of the president to make his home 
coming as quiet as possible, none of 
the reception committee that have 
heretofore welcomed the president 
were present as organizations, but 
were there as individuals. 

The president's carriage arrived 
from Washington several days age 
and in it the chief executive and Mrs. 
McKinley were driven to their old 
home. For several days past servants 
have been busily engaged in prepar
ing the house for the comfort of the 
president and Mrs. McKinley. 

It was said by members of the pres 
ident's party that Mrs. McKinley had 
stood the trip exceedingly well and 
that her condition continued favor 
sble. 

THE SULTAN OF SULU. 

Capt. Smiley, Who Vlalted Him, Say* 

He la Little of Stature ami of 

Peculiar Dreaa. 

New York, July 8.—Capt. S. E., 
Smiley, of the Fifteenth regiment, 
U. S. A., who returned recently from 
the Philippines, having been on the 
staff of Gen. J. C. Bates, said of his 
visit to the sultan of Sulu at his island 
capital: "The sultan the day I saw 
hiin wore a dress suit without collai 
or cuffs. For headgear he had a skul] 
cap. on the front of which was set an 
enormous diamond. He is a little man, 
with a no more striking personality 
than is given him by his costumc. When 
standing he hardly comes above the 
elbow of the average American." 

Capt. Smiley has now been trans* 
ferred to Madison barracks. 

End of Strike In SIrM. 

St. Louis, July 8.—It looked Satur
day as if the strike of freight hand
lers in East St. Louis would be at 
an end soon. The 500 transfer team
sters who struck several days ago, 
out of sympathy for the freight 
handlers, returned to work Saturday, 
in accordance with the action taken 
by their union Friday night. Evi
dently seeing their strike would be 
hopeless without the aid of othei 
bodies, the freight handlers employed 
in East St. Louis Saturday modified 
their demands. 

Child Killed toy llomb. 

Denver, Col., July 8.—A bomb oi 
huge torpedo thrown into the yard at 
2021 Curtis street, Saturday morning, 
killed Esther Oliver, five years old, who 
was- sitting on the porch. The child's 
lower jaw was entirely torn away and 
she lived but 30 minutes after the ex
plosion occurred. She is the daughter 
of M. O. Oliver, a surveyor. The man 
who threw the bomb escaped. 

Strike la Ended. 

St. Louis, July 8.—As a result of the 
conference between the strikers' com
mittee and the railroad companies, 
the amended demands of the freight 
handlers were granted. This amounts 
to 15 cents a day. The railroad prom
ised to take back as many of the strik
ing freight handlers as they had places 
for. - • i ' • 

Aged Pantor Read. 

Louisville, Ky., Julj- 8.—Rev. Dr. E. 
T. Perkins, rector emeritus of St. 
Paul's Episcopal church, died Satur
day. He was born in Richmond, VaN 

October 5,1823. 

BLUFFED AMP 18CAP1D. 
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MI see by the papers," said a New 
Orleans coffee importer, reports the 
Times-Democrat, "that Custidio de 
ICello, who is described as 'a banker,' 
was arrested in Bio the other day 
for conspiracy against the Brazilian 
government. No doubt the average 
reader passed the little cable dis
patch by without recalling the fact 
that De Mello was the hero about 
ten years ago of one of the most 
desperate and dramatic exploits of 
recent times.' It is an interesting 
story. In 1893 Admiral de Mello was 
in command of the Brazilian "navy,* 
which was undoubtedly the queerest 
conglomeration in the world. It con 
sisted of half a dozen old scows and 
one tip-top, bang-up, first-class bat 
tleship—the Aquidaban—the equal 
at the time of anything afloat. It 
was the admiral's 'flagship,' and one 
fine day he astounded everybody by 
sailing into Rio harbor and calmly 
sending word to President Peixotto 
that he wanted his resignation. 
When Peixotto recovered from his 
astonishment he told him to go to 
blazes, and De Mello thereupon de
clared the city under blockade. Rio 
lies, as you know, on the inner side 
of a large bay, with a very narrow 
entrance. There were no guns at 
the town heavy enough to do the 
big battleship any damage, but at 
the harbor mouth there were two 
forts that could easily blow her out 
of the water. So De Mello had really 
sailed into a rat trap, staking every 
thing on the chance of bluffing Peix
otto out. He could not shell Rio on 
account of foreign interests, and for 
three solid months he circled round 
and round the bay, trying repeatedly 
to make a landing and a dash into 
the city. He was enormously out
numbered by the shore garrisons and 
always beaten back with IOBS, and 
eventually his situation became about 
as desperate as can be readily im
agined. Food 'and water had both 
run short; it was impossible to get 
more supplies; all hands, including 
De Mello himself, were reduced to 
walking skeletons, and meanwhile 
the batteries at the harbor mouth 
had been powerfully reenforced. In 
this plight Peixotto supposed he 
would be only too glad to surrender, 
and sent a demand to that effect. 
'You are bottled up,' he said in sub
stance; 'you can't get out, and you 
can't make a landing. It's a case 
of surrender or starve.' De Mello 
sent back word that they would 
starve. In the next couple of weeks 
men did die on the Aquidaban of 
actual starvation. Then De Mello de
cided to end it all in a grand coup 
de theater, and one night he started 
It full speed for the harbor mouth. 
Concealment was out of the question, 
and the battleship made its dash with 
lights blazing, flags flying and band 
playing. I met the admiral after
ward in Caracas, and he told me they 
had no expectation whatever of get
ting through, but their sheer audaci
ty so disconcerted the gunners at the 
forts that they failed to land a sin
gle effective shot. As she passed 
the narrows the Aquidaban let loose 
a double broadside and steamed tri
umphantly out to sea. De Mello was 
in exile for years, but he was finally 
pardoned and returned to Rio. This 
is the man who has just been ar
rested for a new conspiracy, and I 
think you'll agree with me that he 
is an individual who is apt to make 
things pretty hot when he gets start
ed. If I were president of Brazil 
I'd put him in the bastile and throw 
away the key." 

THE HIDING WHIP-POOR-WILL. 

Queer Habit* of the Monrnfal Noc

turnal Warbler and Hla 

Relatives. 

One of our commonest birds is the 
whip-poor-will, yet, though constant
ly heard, he is ranely seen. This is 
because be goes abroad only in the 
hours of darkness. He does not seek 
security there by hiding, but squats 
boldly upon a log. His plumage is 
mottled gray and brown, like old 
bark, yet this would not suffice to 
conceal him if he sat crosswise, as 
birds generally do, so he sits 
lengthwise, and at once falls into the 
appearance of a stub of a broken 
branch, says Nature. He disguises 
himself as a "bump on a log." But 
some of his relatives in other parts 
of the world do even better. Down in 
the Antilles there is a goat sucker, 
as all of this family are called, 
though none really rob the goats of 
their milk—which is abroad during 
the day, flitting from stump to stump, 
for it chooses only to alight upon 
dead stumps. The instant it thinks it
self observed it straightens up, stiff
ens every muscle, and becomes to the 
eye merely a spike or splinter of its 
perch. A large Australian relative, the 
"more-pork," does this trick so 
well and quickly that you may al
most touch the bird with your cane 
in pointing it out to a friend, yet the 
chances are that he will be unable to 
see it—in fact, more than one per
son has placed his hand upon the 

more-pork," perched upon some 
fence, without suspecting that it was 
anything more than a knot. Both 
these birds maintain their rigid dis
guises as long as any reason for 
alarm remains, and few lose their 
lives from hawks. 

Hsvlgatloii on the Kaw River. 

Forty-four years ago the Kansas 
Kaw river was navigaole from its 
mouth up as far us Lawrence. Now 
railroads do the business.—Indianap
olis News. 

Enthualaasn. 

Very few people know how to han
dle enthusiasm.—Atchison Globe. 

£ SCHOOL A1D CHPRCH. 

Nineteen British children in 
"*00 are always froarsehooL 
; Cardinal Martinelli is the ninety-
ninth archprior of the order of the 
"Barefooted Augustinians," a line of 
which runs back to 1265. 

The new library at Athens is now 
completed. It was begun 14 years ago 
by Prof. Ziller, of Dresden.. It has 
room for 400,000 volumes. 

Rev. William Howe, D. Dn of Cam
bridge, Mass., now 95 years old, is 
believed to be the oldest Baptist 
clergyman in the country. 

The St. Mary's Avenue Christian 
church of Parkersburg, W. Va., which 
is to be dedicated in the near future, 
is to have an upper story with 22 
windows in it, so arranged that when 
open the sides of the structure prac
tically disappear entirely, leaving 
only enough in the walls to support 
the roof, with the sides open to every 
breeze that blows. The church will 
be used partly as a religious club. 

Ex-Vassar girls enjoy recalling 
when Miss Sousa, the daughter of the 
so-called march king, was with them 
at college a year ago. She played 
the piano exactly as her father leads 
his band, all his poses and manner
isms being as faithfully reproduced 
as if she were "taking him off" in
stead of unconsciously exemplifying 
the laws of heredity. It was the 
great delight of the other girls, when 
they had visitors, to get Miss Sousa, 
unintroduced, to play the piano, and 
then have the visitors exclaim, as 
they invariably did: "Why, Bhe. re
minds me of Sousa." ^ -

The flrst brick Presbyterian church 
west of the Missouri river was erect
ed in Nebraska City, Neb., in 1856. It 
has been used as a house of worship 
ever since, but is now in course of 
demolition to make room for a new 
and modern structure. William Bu
chanan, who was one of the two 
original elders of the church, is still 
an active member. In July, 1856, the 
steamer Genoa ran into a snag two 
miles above Nebraska City and sank. 
The boat caused a sand bar to form 
in the river and the course of the 
stream was changed. The bell from 
the wrecked steamer was placed in 
the belfry of the new church and 
continued to call the pious to wor
ship and sinners to repentance till 
the church was abandoned. 

THE RUSSIAN COURT IN 1779. 

Xntrlaroe, Iniquity and Corruption 
Were the Predominant 

Features of It. # 

Baron Malmesbury, the English 
ambassador, describes Catherine's 
private life as growing worse and 
worse every day, and the interior of 
the court as "one continued scene 
of intrigue, debauchery, iniquity and 
corruption," says Gentleman's Maga
zine. When he had been a few 
months in Russia he came to the con
clusion that "report had magnified 
the eminent qualities and diminished 
the foibles of one, of the greatest 
ladies of Europe." 

It was exceedingly difficult to ac
complish any political business, part
ly because all the Russian ministers 
and officials of importance were very 
hostile to England, and partly on ac
count of their inherent dislike to oc
cupy themselves with anything but 
their own pleasures. The ambassa
dor writes: 

"Although in my public capacity I 
have a tolerable degree of patience, 
yet it requires more than ever fell 
to the sh&re of mortal minister to 
converse with people who, in the 
midst of business and distress, are 
supine and insensible, and who will 
neither hear a reasonable question 
nor give a reasonable answer. You 
will not credit me when I tell you 
that Count Panin (the prime minis
ter) does not devote more than half 
an hour in the 24 to business; and 
that Mr. Oakes, having been robbed 
of a considerable sum of money, 
found the lieutenant de police, the 
first magistrate of the empire and 
whose power is immense, at seven 
o'clock in the morning, playing at la 
grande patience, with a dirty pack 
of cards, by himself." 

Count Panin employed a good many 
hours in unlawful business.. He hated 
the English ambassador for having 
won the good-will of the empress, 
and stooped to the meanest tricks to 
thwart and injure him. One of his 
devices was to compose letters which 
he produced as having been trans
lated from the dispatches of foreign 
representatives at the Russian court, 
and intercepted at the post office as 
dangerous matter. Harris suffered 
greatly from this trick, T>ut it was 
impossible to bring the matter home 
to the prime minister, and expose his 
deceit, as when a request was made 
to produce the original dispatches 
the answer invariably given was that 
the documents, after being copied, 
had been forwarded to their destina
tion. Another disagreeable feature 
in the political situation was the uni
versal system of bribery. 4 

Bow the Soudanese Telephone. 

People often wonder how the natives 
in Africa contrive to transmit news 
with apparently miraculous rapidity 
across miles of bush and desert. The 
explanation is a simple one. They use 
the telephone. The Soudanese tele
phone is nothing like the one in use in 
European countries. It is of two kinds 
—a hollowed-out elephant tusk of im
mense size, or a tam-tam. The tusk can 
be made to transmit seven distinct 
notes, by means of a slice of tree bark, 
which is placed on the outside of the 
tusk at varying distances from the 
mouthpiece. By means of this instru
ment sounds can be heard at a dis
tance of several miles, and messages 
are frequently transmitted as much as 
200 miles in a single day by these primi
tive telephones.—Loudon Mail 
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