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Since Sim Miller quit the ma
chine bwines* Koyl, formerly of 
Grtudflork* butnow of Coopers-
town, says ithut Miller is chiei 
editorial artist «n thePlaindealer. 
How about that Carruth? 
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- - A neighboring editor breaks 
into poetry as follows: '• 
Let us then he up and doing, 

With a heart for any fate; 
Maybe, wh eu no one is watchi n 

We can do the -whole darn 
state. 

Somebody ought to send this to 
"Cush" or some of the other twin 
city strinsr Hands. ~ ] 
* 7  <, — — ^ ~ g  £•'• r  1 *' - ? t'A 

We are mighty glad that Prince 
Henry has come and will soon be 
gone. Then with him out of the 
•way, the Schley case disposed 
of and Miss Stone's release as
sured, the daily papers will have 
a chance to publish some news. 
For the past-several weeks those 
three subjects wibh a report of 
the Minnesota legislature have 
been all the "news" in the daily 
papers.; f, & f%fv 

President Roosevelt and Post-
ter-General Payne have de

cked to make fourth-class post
masters life servants so long as 
they befcive themselves—they 
will be placed under civil service 
protection and can only be re
moved for cause. This will do 
away with a whole lot of place 
hunting every election and will 
give the congressmen and sena
tors a little easier time of it. ^" 
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Presid ent Roosevelt has hand
ed in his decision in the Schley-
Sampson fight and has decided 
that Admiral Schley is not en 
titled to any credit. He calls the 
famous battle a "captain's fight." 
This a very easy way to settle 
the matter, but had Sampson 
been in active command at the 
time the fight occurred would it 
have been called a "captain's 
battle." Nit! Schley has been 
a victim of naval jealousy and the 
verdict of the president like that 
of the court, will not go down 
with the masses. The best thing 
to do now is to drop the matter 
entirely, 

The western part of the state 
is making more than a hustle for 
the spring immigration this 
year and seems to be catching 
on all right. Thou sands of acres 
of fine grazing and agricultural 
land changes hands every week 
and the prospects are that 
that - part'* of the state 
will » profit the; most this 
year. Prom the way that part 
of the country is settling up the 
the slope people will soon find 
newer conditions all around as 
the people now coming in ore of 
the better class of eastern farm
ers. They are men who will do 
their own thinking and we pre
sume that, after they become vot
ers and get acquainted with the 
condition of things in our state 
they will have something to do in a 
political way, and we cati see the 
"passing" of some of those fel
lows who have done all the talk
ing and planning in the past. 
There is a brighter dawn com J 
ing for North Dakota from every 
standpoint. 

"Wonderland" for 1902 has 
reached the Courier office. It is 
issued by that paince of railway 
passenger agents,Charles S. Fee 
who always excels in works of 
this kind. Wonderland is beau
tifully illustrated and is descrip
tive of that part of the north
west tributary to the Northern 
Pacific Railway The leading 
chapter tells of mining iu Mon 
tana from the early days to the 
present. 1 ther chapters describe 
the Northera Chsyenne Indians, 
Yellowstone Park, the Puget 
Sound country, etc. It is a won
derland for sure and those inter
ested should send six cents in 
stamps to pay postage and Mr. 
Pee will send them a copy of 
Wonderland. 

President Roosevelt is dealing 
the "merger" a few shoulder hits 
these days in his usual strenu
ous way. He has requested the 
attorney general to get into the 
game to see if this merger busi
ness is legitimate. When our 
president gets to moving things 
do move. « 

The fellows who have been 
poking fun at the newspapers 
that have expressed themselves 
as opposed to the merger can 
now have the satisfaction of see
ing ijow ridiculous they look 
since the recent developments 
in which the federal government 
takes a hand has taken place. It 
means a fight to the finish and 
the nervy governor of Minnesota 
not only has the backing of his 
state but that of President 
Roosevelt aud Attorney General 
Knox, who say & that the proposed 
merger is in open violation of 
law. The fellows who have been 
hollerin' "cookoo" at Gov. Van-
Vaut and those who have sup
ported his position have taken to 
the woods and are awaiting in
structions as to where they are 
at. If competition is good for the 
public in other lines of business 
so it must be wheu it gets down 
to railroads—let's have more 
roads, more competition and the 
benefits to the people will be 
greater. 

' The Sanborn Enterprise last 
week issued a special edition 
which is a good advertisement 
for that town and the western 
part or Barnes county. The En
terprise has done its share for lo 
these many years in trying to 
build up a town at *he terminal. 
Now if some of the citizens of 
that town would wake up from 
their Rip Van Winkle sleep and 
join hands with Editor McKean, 
there is no reason why Sanborn 
shouldn't grow and prosper. 
Enterprise and push is what puts 
a town to the front. Don't ex
pect the newspaper to do it all, 
but put your shoulder to the 
wheel and push. Any town can 
improve its appearance by plant
ing trees, buildinggood sidewalks 
keeping the streets clean, etc., 
and all of these points combined 
invite other improvements. We 
don't want particularly to boom 
Cooperstown, but right here it 
will not be amiss to say that we 
have better and cleaner streets, 
better sidewalks, better painted 
buildingsand more trees than 
any town in North Dakota, size 
being taken into consideration. 
All these things have been ac
complished by our progressive 
citizens and a stranger dropping 
into town soon sees the effect of 
it all. Why not Sanborn? They 
have good people there, a fine 
country to draw from and the 
town well located for a thrifty 
little city. The Enterprise is do
ing more than its share let the 
peopledo the rest. 
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The question of consolidating 
the schools of the county is one 
that was lightly touched upon at 
the recent institute held here, 
and is a question that is rapidly 
coming to the front ^nd one that 
is worthy of more general dis
cussion. The Fargo Forum 
brings out some good points in 
the following: 

The plan of consolidated 
schools seem to be meeting with 
favor throughout the state. The 
inclemency of winter, makes the 
problem of rural schools very 
serious before the people of the 
state. Rural education in North 
Dakota has. many obstacles to 
contend with, which effectually 
prevent it from attaining the 
best results. The scarcity of 
settlers in many parts make the 
support of first-class schools a 
burden, while the distance that 
children have to go to attend, 
places the educational facilities 
within the reach of the grown 
pupils only, the sending of small 
children being at times danger
ous. The consolidated plan 
would enable several districts to 
combine, employ only first-class 
teachers, convey the children to 
and from school, enact social 
entertainments and otherwise 
vary the stern class routine by 
interesting literary programs 
and make the school session both 
instructive and entertaining. In 
many places owing to local in
conveniences, many rural schools 
are compelled tu close down in 
winter thereby permitting the 
best school season of the year to 
pass idly by. In communities 
vrhere the consolidated plan has 
been tried, it has given the 
greatest satisfaction and there 
seems to be no reason why it 
could not be introduced with 
profit throughout thejrtate. 7 

Another North Dakota product 
is rapidly coming to the front 
and that is our native lignite 
coal. Last week the Washburn 
railroad company made a test of 
this coal on a railroad engine and 
the test was extremely sat
isfactory. Northern Pacific of
ficials were also on the train and 
they, too, are ; W delighted 
at the results. Another 
test will be made with a heavier 
train and if the results are as 
satisfactory as in the first time 
lignite coal will be the fuel of the 
fuiure to be used on railroad 
locomotives. This will mean 
great things for this state. Thou
sands upon thousands of tons of 
liguite will be needed to supply 
these locomotives and hundreds 
of men will be needed in the 
mines of the state to produce 
this coal, thus opening up ave
nues for work for laboring men. 
North Dakota has an inexhaust
ible supply of this fuel and can 
supply the whole conntry if 
necessary. Traffic Manager 
Walker, of the Washburn road, is 
exceedingly pleased over the re
sults obtained, which means lots 
of business for his road if the 
coal is adopted for general use. 

Every farmer ought to set out 
a little patch of corn. Last year 
was a good year for corn and it 
has been demonstrated that 
North Dakota can raise corn that 
is just as good as that raised in 
Iowa. The corn belt has been 
shifted west, the fact of the mat-
is North Dakota is no longer a 
western state in a spnse, but one 
of the most progressive and 
prosperous middle states. Corn 
is a great article for feeding to 
stock and is a cheap crop to 
raise. There is no reason why 
every farmer should not 
raise his own /odder. Griggs 
county is one of the most fertile 
of the galaxy of counties in this 
state, and her crops average up 
year by year as good as any in 
the Red River valley. Her peo
ple are prosperous and our real 
estate dealers are selling farms 
every day, If this editorial 
catches the eye of some restless 
down easter who is tired of 
breaking his back plowing up 
stumps and stones, let him jump 
aboard the train and come to 
Griggs county, where for a rea
sonable price he can purchase 
one of the best farms in the 
world, where he can plow fur
rows half a mile or a mile in 
length without taking his plow 
from the ground, and where 
farming is easier and prosperity 
surer than anywhere in this 
broad land. 
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Spring will soon be here, you will have your garden to plant 
and will want to spend as much time as you can out in 

the fresh air, that's why we urge you to do your spring 
isewing now, as you will find it much harder to 

«stay in the house a month from now than \ 
' r < • ' you do now. /-:•> .r 1. 
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We like the auctioneer have come to the 

time when, we are determined to 

dose out our winter goods. 
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They are all good staple goods. You 
need some of them, we need the 

room and more still your money. So 

we certainly ought to make a deal 

if you call and see us. 
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THOMPSON BROS. 

Dr. C. L. Brimi, 
• NORSK L£dE. 

Formerly House y Physciau. 
: Norwegian Hospital, 

Chicago, HI. 
SURGEON, N. P. R. R. 
'PHONE No. 1... • 

Cooper»1ow 

Secdsl(W1, frees19th 

Corn 

GHOWX IS THE COLD 

NORTHWEST 
Annual 

ArrVtout"NortTlwm"nt 
Corn. The Greatest of all 
for the Northwest. 
New book on corn culture. 

OSCAR H. WILL ft CO. 
BISMARCK, N. D. 

IVER U EG A 1>J 
Ass't. Cashier. 

A. LANG LIE. 
Cashier. 

BT. JONES 
President. 

CAPITAL $25,000. 

Loan money on approved collateral 
Sell exchange on Minneapolis and New York. 

Buy Town, School and County Orders. Ne 
gotiate Farm Loans. 

Steamehip 3ichet0 on XeaMno Xince 
Safety Deposit Boxes for Rent.. 

The Courtesy of the Bank Extended to ail. 
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