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Detroit, Mich., April 12.—Prof. Jo
seph M. Miller at 12 o'clock confessed 
to committing the murder of Carrie 
U. Jennett. 

After being in the sweat box one 
hour and 20 minutes Miller broke down 
and confessed to the crime. Assistant 
Prosecutor Merriam, three officers and 
the^official stenographer of the police 
department, were present. Miller 
said that he had illicit relations with 
the girl and was responsible for her 
condition. He said he had offered to 
send Miss Jenett to a lying-in hospi
tal, but she refused to go, insisting 
that&e leave his family and go to some 
other city with her. This he would not 
do. Wednesday night when.he start
ed from home for the lodge meetinghe 
had an engagement with the girl and 
intended to kill her. 

When asked why< he mutilated her 
so. Miller said he had so recollection 
of anything after the first blow until 

s Wa«hingtojv April 12.—When Gen. 
Mac Arthurjgesumed his tfestiinogy be
fore the senate committee on the* 
Philippines Friday Senator DuBois 
Asked a nulhber of. questions concern
ing the efficiency of Philippine labor. 
The general said there were about'400 
natives employed in a (pertain corral 
in Manila?-and for this work they re
ceived $15 in gold per month while 
Americans received $40. The Filipinos 
vEfire, he said, quite efficient in this 
work, and while this pay was .entirely 
out of .proportion to that received by 
the Americans It was so much, more 
than they had been in' the habit of 
receiving that they were spurred to 
extra effort. He also expressed the 
opinion that the natives would be 
found equal to the task of cultivating 
the agricultural lands of the islands 
if sufficiently paid for the services. 
Still it was possible that this labor 
might not be equal to the demands of 
American and European exploiters. 
In this connection he repeated h|s con
viction that it is not desirable to un
duly exploit the islands, and if this 
were to be done excessive wages would 
be necessary to secure results. 

Beplying to Senator Patterson Gen. 
MacArthur said there were few fac
tories in the-islands, but that he be
lieved the Filipinos were capable jot 

development as artisans. "They are 
successful," he said, "wherever deft
ness of touch Is necessary. They are 
of artistic temperament and will take 
high rank as artists. They are full of 
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he found himself wiping the blood off 
his-hatchet on the grass in the vacant 
lot. 

Boy Confesses to Patricide 

' Paw Paw, Mich., April 12.—The ex
amination of Glenn France, aged 15, 
who, with his mother and two sisters, 
was arrested at Manton, Mich., Thurs
day, on the charge of having killed 
Caleb France, the boy's father, was 

"TTeld here Friday before Justice Bow-
land. The members of the family 
were arrested on evidence gathered 
by a "private detective which tended to 
show that Caleb France, who was sup
posed to have committed suicide on 
February 3 last was ihuirdered by his 
son. The officer exhibited Statements 
purporting to have been signed by 
Mrs. Effie B. Forman and Lulu France, 
sisters of Glenn, that the boy had shot 
Ms father. On the witness stand Fri
day the two sisters swore that Caleb 
France had become angry because 
Mrs. Forman, his- daughter, proposed 
going north to join her husband and 
that she intended taking her baby 
with her. Mrs. France sided with her 
daughter and thereupon France 
knocked his wife down on the bed 
and began to choke her, saying he 
would kill her. Glenn then camp into 
the room and shot his father, who died 
almost instantly. The boy afterward 
confessed to the court that he did the 
shooting. At the time of the tragedy 
it was given out by the mamily that 
France had shot himself. 

A -

-Calls ob President. 

Washington, April 12.—Senator Ma
son was among the president's callers 
Friday and during the conference the 
president authorized the statement 
that he .was taking no part whatever 
in the Illinois senatorial contest. His 
relations with Senator Mason, Repre
sentative Hopkins and Mr. Dawes were 
alike most friendly. 

i —— , 
President Back at Bis Dealt. 

Washington, April 12.—President 
Boosevelt and party arrived here at 
7:30 o'clock Friday morning. Owing 
to the early hour of arrival there were 
few people at the depot as the train 
pulled in. There was no demonstra
tion and the president was at once 
driven to the white house 

Evans' Successor Picked. 

':' Washington, April 12.—Eugene F. 
Ware, of Kansas, has been selected Gy 
the president to succeed H. Clay 
Evans as commissioner of pensions: 
Mr. Ware is from Topeka, Kan., and is 
» member of the law firm of Gleed, 
Ware & Gleed 
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romance and poetry and wall general
ly succeed as actors and musicians; in
deed there is scarcely a Filipino that 
is not a musician. There is, in brief, 
no question of the power^of the Fili
pinos as a people to reach a high stand
ard of development in any direction." 

Beplying to further questions from 
Senator Patterson, the witness de
tailed the situation at Manila when he 
arrived therein July, 1898. He {laidthat 
at that time the natives wer^; besieg
ing the Spaniards iir the cit& in con-, 
nection with a few American troops.. 
The state of amity between the twor 

forces, h# said, was £ood and the 
Filipinos evidently looked upon the, 
Americans in the light'of deliverers. 
He said, however,. that there had not 
been voluntary cooperation witfi the 
Filipinos on the part of the Americans 
and that no subordinate officer had a. 
right to commit Gen. Merritt to such 
cooperation. . ~ 

t TR00FS FOR IRELAND. 

Harsh Measure* to Be Applied to ike 
Island la Eilorclag tfce * 
, Coercldn Aet. ,, 

!* -T J 

London, April 1.21—A dispatch to the 
Pall Mall Gazette from Dublin says 
that ten battalions of English and 
Scotch militia are to be embodied and 
sent to Ireland within a month, in 
pursuance of the British government's 
determination to apply the coercion 
act. The correspondent understands 
that Lord Londonderry, the postmas
ter general, threatened to resign from 
this cabinet unless active measures 
were taken to circumvent the United 
Irish League. -

^ - Blf Fire at Sycamore, 111. ' 

^Sycamore, Jill., April 12.—The Wil-
kins block, a three-story wooden 
building of historic interest, overlying 
the most prominent location here, 
burned to the ground early Friday 
morning with much of its contents. 
Loss, $15,000, mostly insured 

y Negro Hanaed. 

Kansas City, Mo., April 12.—James 
Jackson,- a negro aged 28 years, was 
hanged in the county jail here Friday 
for the murder in December, 1900, of 
Prophet Everett, another colored man. 
The men had quarreled over cards*. '.. 

Harrlman Reelected President. 

New York, April 12.—E. H. Harriman 
was reelected president of the South
ern Pacific company by the board of 
directors of • the company at a meet
ing held here Friday. 

. . 

Anna Peteraoo of Bismarck and 
Axel Olson ofMinneepolis were mar
ried atHanlcinaon. 

The young people were lovers to 
Sweden. Olson eame to this country 
four yeai* agp and in a year had 
tared enough to send for his intended 
bride. Gjhortly before her arrival 01* 
son suffered an accident while en* 
gaged in one of the sawmills in Min
neapolis. Fok nearly three months he 
was incapacitated for work. . 

Miss Peterson secured employment 
as a domestic in the city. Olson was 
later able to go io work. _ 

Shortly after her arrival in North 
Dakota Miss Peterson entered a. claim 
on a quarter section of desirable land. 
In ans-. er to a letter he had sent hex 
she proposed to locate on a claim. Ae 
neither had kin in Minneapolis it was 
decided to meet on the way, be mar 
ried. and proceed on to their future 
home. \ 

~ Soil Survey. 
Professor C. M. Hall of the North 

Dakota Agricultural College and di' 
rector of the North Dakdla geological 
survey, has completed arrangements 
in co-operation with the bureau of 
soils of the United States department 
of agriculture, to begin a soil survey 
of North Dakota this summer. The 
area selected is in Grand Forks coun
ty and will be a strip of two town-
ships extending from Grand . Forks 
west beyond Larimore. During this 
summer about 350 square miles will 
be surveyed. The points selected rep 
resent a great variety of soils which 
are typical of a large area of the 
state. C. A. Jensen of Washington 
be in charge of the field work, 

BuelwlL 
At a meeting of the North Dakota 

baseball league, held at Grand Forks, 
arrangements were made for the pay
ment of the salaries of the principal 
players on the various teams and a 
great deal of detail work was per
formed. The teams represented were: 
Grand Forks, Crookston, Fargo, Dev
ils Lake and Cavalier. There is yet 
one place on the league to be filled, 
and this will be held open for a few 
days in hope that an arrangement 
may be made with Winnipeg. If it is 
impossible to get the Canadian team 
in some other team will be given the 
place. Sixty games will be played by 
each team during the season. <. „ < 

— *4? ' Who Are They? ~ A 

Speculation was Occasioned in Minot 
and vicinity by the sudden arrival of 
a corps of railroad engineers last 
week. This surveying party drove 
from this city about fifty miles due 
south to a point in McLean county, 
where they struck camp. No amount 
of questioning would induce any of 
the party to divulge the purpose of 
their work, nor in .what railway com
pany's employ they were sent out. It 
has /Been persistently rumored in this 
place for the last two years that the 
Northern Pacific would eventualfy ex
tend its Bowdon branch to this city. 
There is also talk of an extension of 
the Bismarck, Washburn & Great 
Falls road from Washburn to Coal 
Harbor on the Missouri river and 
from there iO this city. 

• " Found the Bodies. 
The body of McLaughlin was 

found eleven miles north Of Medina, 
twenty-one days after he' was lost in 
the big snow storm of March 15. 

The body of Ranchman Stewart, for 
whom McLaughlin worked, and who 
was lost with him at the same time, 
was found twenty ihiles away, show
ing that McLaughlin must have made 
a heroic battle for life. 

He was not so wariniy clothed as 
Stewart, but was familiar with th^ 
country, and must have tried to reach 
the settlement at Medina during the 
big storm before succumbing. 

Crop Beport. 
The following are the figures of the 

government for the crop of 1901: 
For North Dakota the farms devot 

ed to barley measured 287,092 acres; 
to buckwheat, 1421; to corn, 62,373; 
to oats, 780,517; to rye, 27,995; tc 

wheat, 4,451,251. Hie total of land 
measures 5,610,249 acres. 

The crops in number of . bushels 
were as follows: Barley, 6,752,060; 
buckwheat, 10,760; corn, 1,284,870; 
oats, 22,125,331; rye, 368,270; wheat, 
59,888,817; yielding a total for the 
state of 90,330,078 bushels;; 

Brief Motes. 
Albert Begamiel of Casselton sued 

J. O. Smith, former secretary of the 
state senate, for $550, for finding a 
purchaser for Smith's farm for $22, 
000. A jury returned a verdict foi 
the amount claimed. 

The report that Miss Helma Nelson 
'was found frozen to death on liei 
claim at Velva is untrue. Miss Nel
son had a trying ordeal for four days, 
but managed to keep warm by burn 
ing her bed and half of the floor oi 
her ' shanty before rescued. She it 
out on her claim again and expects to 
have a bumper crop this fall. 

The city of Dickinson has $2,000 
cash on hand, $1,200 uncollected tax
es, owes $3,500 on outstanding war
rants, and isn't bonded for a cent. 

The Northern Pacific may be 
obliged to use the new track around 
the 'McKenzie slough all summer, ae 
it is expected that the immense body 
of water 'will not disappear foi 
months. \ 

The 3-year-old daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. W. A. Turner -of Weber was fa
tally poisoned by swallowing strych
nine which she had found stored 
away. 

A meeting of Burleigh county peo
ple was held in the interest of a coun
ty. exhibit at St..Louis, and sentiment 
was general that such an exhibit 
should be arranged* 
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*• thsMembersoCtlM-SchootBoardsef 
7 the Stats: 
Gentlemea:—I find It absolutely lmpos--

stble to, answer the m&nv letters w* are 
aoic receiving:, requesting ,4n(DrnM>tlon as 
to the needs for., and the advantages of, 
consolidation of rural district schools, 
and for this reason we have -decided to 
issue this'circular letter. 

Kowbere U the quality of usefulness 
more necessary, mora potent. and . far 
reaching, than in thfe schools of this 
state, and yet nowhere are. ttasre such 
extnsses of capacity. This dllterence Is 
well .illustrated by the work of two 
schools of <thls state only a few .miles 
apart, located in the- same township and 
under the direction of the same board. 
In the village is a trained, experienced, 
capable teacher who receives *495 annu
ally fdr teaching a primary - grade of 
less than forty pupils, for a term of 
thirty-six weeks. Over her Is an expert 
principal who gives much-of his time to 
the work of supervision, and he receives 
a salary of |900 per year. In the other 
school, two and one-half miles away, 
taught twenty-four weeks during the 
year, is a young, untrained, inexperi
ence# girl presiding over twenty-live pu
pils, and paid for her services |8.W per 
week. What is represented by this un
trained, immature girl Is exlstant In the 
majority of the rural districts of this 
state, and where 60,000 of the children of 
the people are being trained. The large 
amount of helpless, aimless, amateur 
work under the guise of teaching. Is but 
little apprehended. People who have not 
acquainted, themselves with the funda
mental points, who are not hf touch 
with modern ideas, do not- appreciate, 
nor can they understand the barrenness 
and ill-fruitage of much of the teaching 
in the schools of the state; especially the 
rural district schools. . Therefore, this 
-question' confronts the people, and the 
question necessarily is: What shall be 
done? . 

Our normal- schools cannot meet the 
exigency. If they were to turn out 600 
graduates per year. It would not be 
sufficient to meet this unfortunate con
dition. Then again the normal gradu
ates are everywhere In demand, and they 
easily find positions in the graded 
schools in our towns and cities where 
training is demanded and where there 
are means of purchasing skilled labor. 
The only remedy, as I see it. is greater 
skill in supervision, greater capacity on 
the part of the teacher and—consolida
tion. 

It is high time that something be done 
to enable our youth to. learn trades and 
form industrious habits and a taste for 
work. It is not enough to instruct a boy 
in the branches or learning usually 
taught in our common schools and leave 
him there; it takes more than a mere 
knowledge of books to make a useful 
member of society and a good citizen. 
Let the child be taken to school whole 
instead of in parts. Let his hands be 
trained to the end that he may be pro
tected from the cupidity, of the manufac
turer -and the pressure of home poverty. 
If we are to protect the children of the 
very poor, we must, in some way, give 
them study and work together. 

The rural schools should, and must, re
ceive far greater attention in the future 
than in the past, since it should. be 
recognised that the foundation must be 
better laid If higher education is to ac
complish Its best and noblest alms. The 
rural school Is as the pedestal to the 
statue, the root to the tree, the founda
tion to the superstructure. 

We have inherited from the Old World 
and the old times the Idea that the fa I 
mer Is "The Man With the Hoe." * This 
may be true of some particular sectiaas 
of Europe, but it is not, and should never 
be, true of the farmer ofk this country. 
Our philosophy, however, has allowed 
farming to be too nearly irksome toil. 
Our eyes have not been taught fully to 
see the beauties of the field, garden and 
forest; our ears not attuned to the mel
odies of animated nature; our lives not 
trained to appreciate "God's outdoors." 
We have not fully learned the advan-
tatges of the farm home as a place to live 
as a family, and we have been only too 
eager to over-estimate the real advan
tages of city life, and to put a false value 
on the glittering mirage of city possi
bilities. We should liave rural schools 

' conducted more with reference to the 
vocational needs of the children who are 
to work out their mission in agricultural 
pursuits': schools In which shall be 
taught the elements of the sciences, upon 

,whlch successful results in agriculture 
will depend; schools in which farm life 
shall be made more attractive for boys 
and girls. 

With the introduction of the .Course 
of £ltudy, with the machinery of opera
tion now behind it, the grading of the 
schools, the introduction of new methods 
of teaching, closer and more skilled su
pervision all along the line, the logical 
growth of high schools as a direct result, 
and the growing knowledge of the neces
sity Tor such schools in districts and vil
lages, there is no reason, whatever, why 
the country boy and girl should not have 
as good facilities for local education as 
that of his brother or sister in' the larger 
cities of the state. / 

The great evil of the rural school at 
present lies in its nonsocial character. 
It is wholly unable tb furnish each of its 
pupils that educational influence that 
comes from association with many of 
the same age and same degree of ad
vancement; It cannot have, in many 
classes, enough of honest and helpful 
competition to establish a standard to 
which many a bright pupil would raise 
himself, and falls, therefore, to bring 
from him that supreme effort > which, de
velops and ennobles, and which can come' 
only from a vigorous contest with his 
fellows. The humdrum and monotony 
from a recitation In.a one-pupil class is 
discouraging to both pupil and teacher. 
Not only is the ipental wi>rk of the 
pupil thus retarded, but lack of enough 
pupils to organise , a game on the school 

-grounds prevents adequate exercise and 
tends to «iake' morbid, selllsh and pes
simistic all who live in its atmosphere. 
The deadly quiet and inactivity of the 
small school kill the spirit. 

In the beginning of the past century, 
96 per cent of the population lived in 
the country; at the close of the century 
but 66 per cent were left. Of the 11,000 
school districts in the state of New York 
nearly 3,000, or more than one-fourth, 
have six pupils or less, and two-thirds 
have less than twenty-one. Vermont has 
254 schools with less than seven. Maine 
has 1,000 schools with less than twelve. 
Wisconsin has 193 school's with less than 
six and 868 with less than eleven. 

No school can claim good conditions 
for work if it contains fewer than 
twenty-five pupils; nevertheless, three-
fourths of the rural districts of North 
Dakota are in operation with numbers 
of pupils ranging from f<jur to fourteen. 

The problem of the small school, there
fore, is a hard one, and each- year be
comes increasingly difficult. It is press
ing more and more upon our attention 
and now requires a solution. In these 
schools we must lessen the cost; we 
must enlarge the classes.- The question 
now arises: How shall we proceed to ac
complish this much needed reform? 
Upon one proposition we must all agree, 
namely: that our pupils must be collect
ed in larger groups. We know that this 
means'the abandonment of many school-
houses; .Consolidation of the schools; in 
some instances longer distances to school' 
and the transportation of the pupil. It 
means the abandonment of the "home 
school." It does not much matter how 
much we deplore the condition which 
makes consolidation necessary, the fact 
remains that it is the only rational solu
tion of the question that has been of
fered. 

It Is difficult to give tangible evidence 
of the value of education without monot
onous statistics, stnd yet I hope that my 
efforts In this direction will not be in 
vain. I- do not believe that the taxpayer 
Is' getting the full worth of his money 
expended for educational purposes.' Our 
schools are not perfect, and may never 
be, but my duty as State Superintendent, 
and yours as Directors, Is not fully dis
charged until we get the best results ob
tainable from the money expended. The 
defects in our public school system are 
not numerous. To my mind the district 
school is the great problem in our gen
eral system - of education. With that 
solved the rest will be easy. Every year 
If is getting more and more difficult to 
get a strong, intelligent t&acher in the 
rural districts. It Is useless to expect 
good results in these schools from teach
ers at thirty-five dollars per month, 
schools In isolated districts, where the 
annual Institute and the visit of the 
county superintedent are the teacher'-s 
only professional Inspiration. It ig al
ways a step In the right direction to 
raise wages to secure better teachers for 
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was the average dally 
attendaafte was but U.S60. Prom this U 
appesrsamat, the taxpayers of this state 
paid out .in teacherr wages, fuel, con
tingencies. text-books, ana supplies for 
77.uo0 children, when but 6X000 were In at
tendance; This Irregular attendance i« 
found imthe rural schools of the state. 
Over 1MB,000 practically wasted, an 
amount Of money equal to two-thirds of 
the wages of all the teachers of the 
state, more than five times as much ss 
It woula-eost to provide conveyances and 
haul all the children of the district 
schools to a central graded school. This 
Is a statement of fact that I trust .you 
will weigh carefully. 

Before entering upon the details of 
consolidation and transportstlon. It might 
be well to .say thst the thing most to 
be avoided fa the destruction of rural life 
and rural view. The very strong move
ment which Is toward centralising rural 
schools In cities Is to be deplored, and 
should be avoided. If possible. The pres
ervation of the conservatism of the farm; 
the simplicity of its manjier and dress; 
the ruggednesS of its life; the neace, qui
et. and contentment of Its homes; its 
formation of good habits; Its absence of 
vice; its opportunities for physical de-

-velopment and Its making of men and 
women of clear - consciences, are Items 
that argue eloquently for rural life, ana 
makes its preservation of vital necessity 
to the welfare of our nation. It must not 
therefore, be required that the problem 
be solved by consolidating about the cit
ies, but that the consolidation which Is 
distinctly rural Is expedient, economical 
and wise. There is no good reason why 
the rural school districts under consol
idation, with a school centrally located, 
should" not have as good facilities for 
secondary education as the most favored 
cities of., the state. 

The leading arguments In favor of con
solidation are: 

First. It permits a'better grading and 
classification of pupils. Consolidation al
lows pupil* to be placed where they can 
work to better advantage; the various 
subjects of study to be wisely selected 
and correlated and more time given to 
recitations. 

Second. It affords an op'portunity for 
thorough work in special branches, such 
as drawing, music • and elementary sci
ence study. It allows also an induce
ment in other lines. 

Third. It opens the doors to more 
weeks of school, and to schools of higher 
grade. 

Fourth. It insures the employment and 
retention of better teachers. Teachers in 
small ungraded schools are usually of 
limited., education, training and experi
ence. : 

Fifth. T.t makes the Work of the capa
ble, earnest county superintendent far 
more effectual. His plans and efforts can 
all be conccntrated into something tangi
ble and speedily executed. 

Sixth. It adds the stimulating Influ 
ences of large classes, with the result
ing enthusiasm and' a generouB rivalry. 
The. discipline and training are Invalu
able. 

Seventh. It affords the broader com-
panlonshljTthat comes from association, 

Klghth. It results In a better attend
ance of pupils, and a more wholesome 
educational atmosphere throughout the 
community, as is proved by the experi
ments in the states where the plan has 
been thoroughly tried. ,• 

Ninth. It leads to better school build
ings, better equipments, a larger and bet
ter number of books, charts and apparai 
tus. All these naturally follow a con
centration of people, wealth, and effort 
and aid In making good schools^ 

Tenth. Improved sanitary conditions, 
better ventilation and heated buildings. 
Children less exposed to stormy weather, 
wet feet and damp clothing avoided. 

Eleventh. The poor man's children as 
well as the rich man's children are af
forded a means of reaching the high hlgl 

th< school. The "little tots" as well as 
big boys and girls are brought wl 
the cherished Influences of the "h 
priced" teacher of the high school, and 
the whole community is drawn together. 

Twelfth. Economy Is time and money. 
In every instance wjiere schools are man
aged under the provision of this act, 
there is a great saving of time and more 
work, is accomplished. In many places 
the experiment has been tried with 
marked success.-

From the Province of Victoria, Aus
tralia, comes a report that 368 schools 
were closed by this plan, and' that after 
deducting the cost of conveyances, the 
savings amounted' to. $50,000 per annum. 
The Minister of Education says that tne 
system is a marked success, and if there 
is one feature as to its workings that 
stands out more prominently than an
other, it is the remarkable regularity of 
attendance of the children conveyed. That 
one fact alone, In my Judgment, would 
justify its introduction in this state. 

In several of the New England states 
which have tried the experiment, the 
land In remote districts has risen in val
ue instead of depreciating, as was pre
dicted by those opposed to the closing 
of the schools near their home farms. 
Massachusetts, in 1891,. expended $20,000 
for conveying children. That state now 
expends $120,000. This Is an evidence .of 
the rapid growth of the idea in that 
state. 

The argument that roads are often 
impassible during the winter and early 
spring, is a strong one for consolidation 
rather than against it. The Question 
simply reduces itself to this fact, shall 
it be horses or children that shall wade 
through? 

In the matter of transportation; the 
wagons should be covered and provided 
with curtains, lap-robes, and soap-stones 
for severe weather. The school board 
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should exercise as much care in the se
lection of the driver as they do teachers. 
The contract for each route should be 
given out to the lowest responsible bid
der. He should be under bonds to per
form his obligations. The driver should 
be required to have the children -on the 
school grounds promptly at the opening 
of school, whlcn does away with the 
question of tardiness and irregularity of 
attendance. Conveyances should call'at 
every farm house where there are school 
children, the children thus stepping Into 
the wagons at the roadside, and are set 
down upon the school grounds. In order 
to reduce, perhaps, the number of wag
ons, the. children may be required to 
walk ,to the nearest main traveled road. 
There is no trampi'.ig through the snow 
and mud, as is now the case during our 
winter and early spring. With the chil
dren under the contrdl of a responsible 
driver, there |s no opportunity for the 
terrorizing of the little ones by some 
bully as they trudge homeward through 
the snow and mud from the district 
schools. The expenditure for these better 
appointments will be wise economy, tor 
the cost per pupil is scarcely mpen less 
in the small and widely separated 
schools. Such a plan quickens public in
terest in the schools. Pride In the qual
ity of work to be done secures a greater 
sympathy and better fellowship through
out the districts. Consolidation of rural 
district schools will be the morning dawn 
of better roads, rural delivery and the 
common use of telephones in the homes 
on thei farm. 

Consolidation Is inevitable. The Intel
ligence of the times advocates and rural 
conditions demand it. People dislike to 
surrender their community institutions. 
The school Is a part of the community's 
life; its focal point, in many respects, 
and naturally cherished. It is a vestige 
of former days. Its disappearance marks 
a new condition; its obliteration Is hard 
to permit, and harder still is it for moth
ers to trust their children two or three 
miles away from home for the day, but 
from an economic, physical and intellec
tual standpoint, it is better to have the 
children transported three or. four miles 
to a first-class schoolhouse than stifle 
them at one's door. In a poor school. 

Probably nothing so marks the open
ing years of the century and. fills them 
with greater hopes for the future as the 
great world movement for unification. 

The youth of North Dakota are to be 
citizens, not of a town, county, state or 
nation, but. of the world, consequently 
they should be, whether of the farm or 
'of the city, large of thought, generous In 
Impulse* universal^ sympathy, ready to 
respond to the-'world's cries, and quick 
to meet humanity's needs. To secure 
this fruition, Al the legislative and mor
al forces should co-operate and Insist that 
the best system be inaugurated, the best 
officials elected, and the best teachers 
employed and the best schools naln-
tained. 

v - * / " Respectfully. 
v & V- J. M. DEVINE. 

" bx'""•**" State Superintendent. 
J 
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ttht 4B afcisaloaaiy > swietiM tti'tjbor! 
United 8tates ha v« 4,110 j 

tries. 
The Yonng Men's Christlsa i 

tlons in Denmark now number tffc • 
with • meir bekshlp of 8,220. A hand
some building has recently keen 
opened by the association at Telle. 

The Buddhists are so impressed with. : 
the value of medical mission work that 
they have bought a piece of land in > 
Hakodate, and are going to build a ' 
large hospital for the poor; they pro- ! 
pose to make no charge for attend
ance. 

Prof. Herbert A. Giles, of the Uni
versity of Cambridge, tells the stn- ; ; 
dents at Columbia university that the 
Chinese have cultivated their national " 
literature more than has any other : 
race, and that literature with them .. 
leads to official careers a i 

Dr. Daniel C. Gillman, who is at the 
head of the board in charge of -the 
founding of the new Carnegie institu- • 
tion in Washington, occupies- the: 
unique distinction of having been the, 
chief figure in the founding of three 
universities—the University of Call- • : 
fornia, Johns Hopkins and the new . 
Carnegie. 

When Mr. Choate, the United States 
ambassador to London—a great law
yer, a man of the world in the best /. 
sense of the phrase, and a keen thinker 
—was asked as to his opinion of the  ̂
best choice of books, he answered at; 
once: "The Bible is the only book for 
thinkers, readers, scholars and speak
ers. If we can have but one book," he ' 
added, earnestly, "save us that!" 
- "What struck me most forcibly dur-' • 
Ing my visit to the middle universi-r 
ties," says Poultney Bigelow in a late ^ 
London interview, "was the superior- . 

*ity of such universities over the many 
famous eastern colleges in fitting stu
dents to take the lead in practical 
American affairs. The spirit that is" 
conquering the neutral markets of 
the world is more stimulated at the 
headwaters of the Mississippi than on 
the Atlantic. The intellectual vigor of 
our western universities is not yet ap- ' 
preciated." 

QUEER THINGS TO BET ON. 

Cockroach and Tarantula Race for 
Half an floor and Pnrnlsh ^ • 

the Sport. ' i 

"I witnessed a most remarkable con* - • ' 
test in El Paso, Tex., several years : 
ago," remarked a Chicago man recent- $ 
ly, relates the Washington Post. "I 
rather hesitate to tell the story, as it x 
involves a number jof gentlemen of '• 
more or less national renown who were 
returning from an official mission to 
Mexico, iqid it muBt be thoroughly un
derstood that none of these persons % 
is'to be named. We arrived at El Paso * 
early in the morning, coming across i! 
the river from Juarez, and were com
pelled to wait there" for the train that 
was to take us north. None of us was ; 
greatly put out at this, because we de
sired to see something of the town, and ; 
we did. 

"I wandered into the smoking-room 
of the hotel { all rooms are smoking-
rooms as far as I could see, but this % 
one had a sign on the door that pro-^f; 
claimed it such. I noticed two or three,| 
of our most dignified statesmen seated^ 
some distance from the table, which 
stood in the center of the room, andsi's 
they appeared to be watching some ob-s 
ject on the floor. . 
" 'I'll double that bet now, Tom,' saldtjSsjg 

one of the men as I came in. 
" 4Go you,* said the other; but th'ey" 

did not move. - .. 
"I followed the direction of thelrfe"iKgj 

gaze, and saw a remarkable sight. On"-
the floor, about a foot from the table, 
was an ordinary roach of enormouss • > .. 
s i z e .  T h e  i n s e c t  w a s  r u n n i n g  f o r  a l l  i t '  
was worth. Behind him came a toran- < 
tula, jumping two feet at a jump. Have^Jr 
you ever seen a tarantula? No. It's®®! 
useless to attempt to describe one. s 
You've heard of them, of course. Tlie'Si^ 
roach would run as fast as he could 
for a couple of feet, a,nd then the tarn n- . 
tula would jump for him. The roach 
seemed to know what he was about, as .' 
be would stop when his pursuer jumped 
and run the other way, thus allowing^! 
the tarantula to jump over him. 

"This sort of thing kept up for half j: { 
an hour, and the gentlemen so deeply! v ;:j 
interested in watching the pair were 
betting on the race between the taran-jV^ 
tula and the roach. I waited and saw-
the finish. The roach won. I was told 
afterward that this is the favorite^ V 
game with the idlers of El Papo and , 
other border towns, but I'll bet thereof { 
was never such a distinguished crowds >< 
mixed up in one of the contests before? ;^ 
as that I saw in the little hotel in El ' - V *  

Paso." r 
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Poisoned to Save Los. 
A Chinese boy was brought izto the "1^®^ 

Pelting hospital terribly injured by a--
heavy log falling upon him. The doc-
tors cut off his leg to save his life. The 
mother camc, apparently to help to 4 ^ <1^ 
nurse the lad. The patient, however, ̂  ^ 
almost immediately afterward died, 
and expert examination showed that V 
his mother had given him arsenic. Her 
r e a s o n ,  i t  i s  s u p p o s e d ,  w a s  t o  p r e v e n t '  J « ' '  *  
her son from the disgrace of reaching: 
the next world in a maimed condition. 
This is a very strong point with the 
Chinese, who always pickle an am-:.'«^ 
putated member or have it buried with' S 
them when they eventually die. In < 
this instance, the family being poor v % 
and the whole leg being difficult 
pickle, the simpler course was taken1 

o f  p o i s o n i n g  t h e  b o y ,  s o  t h a t  h e  a n d  h i s ' V ' ' 4  
l e g  m i g h t  g o  t o g e t h e r . — I n d i a n  M e d - -
ical Gazette. !t- _ ^ 

M -

Codntcr-Charaea. 
Tommy Pop—Pop, what are coun-^S 

ter-charges? 
Tommy's Pop — Counter-chargera, 

my son, are the results of your 
mother's shopping tours.—Philadel
phia Becord. ? i. 
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