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BIGGEST OF BRIDGES 

SEVEN THOUSAND FEET OF SPAN 

TO HANG OVER EAST RIVER. 

CotnpariNon Willi Brooklyn Bridive 
Shows I m me use Superiority Over 

Old Structure—Cost unil Statistics 

of a Great Engineering Feat. 

Across the strait, miscalled the East 

river, that separates the boroughs of 
Manhattan and Brooklyn, in the city 
of New York, scientists, engineers and 
laborers are erecting a magnificent 
bridge. This structure, which is rap- 
idly nearing completion, is ue of t'.ie 
wonders of the opening century and 
will probably remain one for many 
years to come. It far surpasses the 
well known and far famed Brooklyn 
bridge that is always seen in views of 
the eastern metropolis. The old bridge 
is now the greatest suspension bridge 
in l he world, but the new one will as 

far surpass it in size and strength as 

the Brooklyn bridge did preceding 
structures of the kind. 

As the old bridge is the only one that 
furnishes an adequate basis of com- 

parison, contrasting the figures of the 
old and new bridges best illustrates 
the greatness of the more recent 
structure. The new bridge will be 
four times as strong as the Brooklyn 
bridge. Each of its four cables will 
be about twice as stout as those that 
support the span of the Brooklyn 
bridge, and in other respects it will be 
stronger. 

The dimensions of the new East river 
bridge as officially given and those of 
the old one are as follows: Length of 
entire bridge between terminals, 7,200 
feet. The old bridge is 0,000 feet. The 
length of channel span of the new bridge 
is 1,000 feet. The Brooklyn bridge has 
only 4M> feet less of actual channel 
span, bnt in total length of span the 
new bridge will claim the record by 
1,200 feet. The extreme width of the 
new bridge is 118 feet, that of the o'.ti. 
one 8.7 feet. The steel towers of the 
new bridge are about 59 feet higher 
than the masonry spires of the old. The 
cap of the steel work is 335 feet above 
high water, while the corresponding di- 
mension of the Brooklyn bridge is 270 
feet. 

The new bridge will furnish accom- 

modations for four surface railroad 
tracks, two tracks for elevated trains, 
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PIER TOWERS OF THE NEW EAST RIVER 
BRIDGE. 

two roadways for vehicles, two foot- 

ways for pedestrians and two cycle 
paths. The old bridge has only live 

parallel pathways—two for carriages, 
wagons and trolley cars, two for the 
third rail electric or elevated cars and 
one for pedestrians. 

In spite of its superiority in size and 

strength the enormous advance in bridge 
building and steel work has made it 

possible to construct the new bridge at 
not much over half the cost of the old 
one. The Brooklyn bridge cost about 
in round numbers $13,000,000. The cost 
of the new one when completed will be 
about $S,000,000. The new bridge 
stretches across the river somewhat 
over a mile north of the Brooklyn 
bridge. Owing to a bend in the East 
river the new bridge is considerably 
east of the old one. The contrast in size 
of the two is best shown when they are 

viewed from the river. It is then clear- 

ly seen how the piers of the new bridge 
tower above those of the Brooklyn. 
The new bridge extends from the foot 
of Delancey street, Manhattan, to South 
Fifth and South Sixth streets, Brook- 

FAMILIAR WITH INVENTIONS. 

Onr Nciv Commissioner of I'alents 
Has Mneli Experience. 

As a successor f» Commissioner 
Duel!, until recently head of the pat- 
ent office, President McKinley lias se- 

lected for the important position Fred- 
erick Inncs Allen. Mr. Allen is a prac- 
ticing patent attorney of Auburn, N. 
Y.. and as such is familiar with the 
methods and procedure of liis new of- 
fice. lie has liy education and experi- 
rnce a thorough knowledge of patent 
practice. 

Commissioner Allen was born in Au- 
burn. N. Y.. Jan. lb, 1839. llis father, 
William Allen, was one of t life greatest 
patent lawyers of his genet'!*ion and 
was the managing attorney of the com- 

bination of reaper patent owners who 
controlled the manufacture of harvest- 
ers for a long time. 

Frederick limes Allen lias followed 
in liis father's footsteps. He was ed- 
ucated at the Auburn high school and 

Fhillips academy, Andover, and was 

graduated from the Sheffield scien- 
tific school of Yale with the class of 
’79. He then read law and was ad- 
mitted to practice in 1882. He had a 

natural inclination toward patent prac- 
tice and at once began the study of 
this special branch of his profession. 
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FREDERICK IXXES ALLEN. 

Re lias been very successful. Mr. 
Allen is a son-in-law of William II. 
Seward. 

Although Mr. Allen has always been 
a close student of his profession, he 
has found time for other intellectual 
occupations, lie is a student of naval 
and ordnance construction and has de- 
livered entertaining and instructive ad- 
dresses upon these subjects. Another 
of Mr. Allen's hobbies is mineralogy. 

Commissioner Allen is a man of dig- 
nified appearance and courteous man- 
ners. According to a scientific paper, 
he gives one the impression of being a 
man of strength and firmness coupled 
with that breadth of view which is so 

absolutely essential to any one holding 
the position of commissioner of pat- 
ents. 

UNCLE SAM’S NEW GUN. 

Cnpfnln Croilcr Has Invented a Wire 
Wound Affair of Great I'tiltty. 

Uncle Sam is fortunate in having in 
his army Captain William Crozier, for 
that gentleman is probably the leading 
“gun sharp” in the United States and 
one of the best in the world. Captain 
Crozier has just demonstrated his 
knowledge of heavy ordnance by per- 
fecting a new type of the wire wound 
gun which presents several points of 
superiority over others of its kind. 

Captain Crozier's new gun consists 
of a tube of the best forged steel, an 

envelope of wire wound over the rear 

portion of the tube abutting at the for- 

CAPTAIN WILLIAM CKOZTER. 

ward end against a series of rings, an 

envelope of wire wound upon the for- 
ward portion abutting at tlie front end 

against a ring and at the rear end 

against tlie other rings. Over the rear 

portion of the gun is placed a jacket 
with a very slight shrinkage which has 
a shoulder upon its inner surface near 

the forward end. 

[BLAINE, J1L, TO AYED. 
I SON OF PLUMED KNIGHT TO MARRY 

AN ADMIRAL’S DAUGHTER. 

YomiK Man oT SlrcmumH Carper Has 

Captured tine of Wash nlft on'a 

Belles—Miss Ifielihorn Is Willing to 

Overlook His Ratlier Lurid Cast. 

Formal announcement lias been 
made tliat on Juno 4 Miss Martha 
Hichhoin will become the bride of 
James (l. Illaine, Jr. Miss Iliehborn is 
the daughter of Rear Admiral I’h'ilip 
Hichhoin. retired. Young Blaine’s fa- 
ther was tlie famous “Plumed 
Knight" of Maine. For many mouths 
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the engagement lias been hinted at, 
guessed at and rumored, and at last 
it turns out to be a fact. 

For some years Martha Ilichborn 
has borne the reputation of being one 

of the fairest of Washington's daugh- 
ters. if indeed she did not lead them 
ail. She lias been the belle of capital 
society, particularly in the exclusive 
army and navy set. At one time and 
another Miss Ilicliborn's name lias 
been linked with that of almost every 
eligible man in Washington, for no 

other Washington girl lias had as 

many admirers as she. At one time it 
was said that Miss Ilichborn was 

about to become Mrs. Chauncey M. 
Depew. At others prominent diplo- 
mats were named as captivated by 

Mi's IIicliliorn's charms. "TTlic fras sit 
one time engaged to Brooke Baker, a 

young Washingtonian. But she has 
put aside all tlie temptations of wealth, 
place and power, and despite the op- 
position of her parents, now grudging- 
ly withdrawn, she has listened to 

young Blaine and will become his sec- 
1 oud wife. 

Miss Hichborn is a brunette, with a 
faultless complexion, much fairer than 
the average. Her hair is dark brown 
and her eyes of that bewitching color 
which leaves the beholder in doubt as 

to its exact shade. Some call it blue, 
others brown, and it may be that both 
are right. She is a little above medi- 
um height, slender and graceful Young 
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Blaine is likewise goi tl to look upon, 
tall and heavily buiit. He is clean 
shaved. Add to his face the short white 
beard of his famous father, and the 
veritable counterpart of the Maine 
Statesman would stand before you. 

\u IiinhjM»rnbe liar. 

The New Yorker I suppose chess is \ 

popular game in the Quaker city ? 
The Philadelphian—Xo; it’s played very 

seldom. 
“Why, I supposed it being such a slow 

game you people would like it.” 
“Xo; you see we'd have to stay awake to 

play it.”—Yonkers Statesman. 

Jndicinl Gallantry. 
Judge (to female witness)—How old art 

you ? 
Miss Passeigli—J guess I am— 

Pray do no11 »c reckless with your guessesj 
madam. \Y<* can allow you but thret 
cham-es at it." Baltimore American. 

WILL CHRISTEN OHIO. 

A Little Bnokeye Girl to Ce Sponsor 
For ii Great Battleship. 

A very proud and happy young girl 
will Miss Helen Insider of Columbus, 
0.. lx* on May Is. for on that day she 
will sma !i across the how of a great 
new hattl: -hip a bottle of wine and 
say. “I name thee* Ohio/* or words to 
that effect. In addition Miss Desliler 
will he the center of attraction of a 

group of distinguished people, among 
them the president of the United 
Stai< s and his rahinot and the govern- 
or of <)h:o and his staff. 

Miss Insider is a pretty and athletic 
girl of 1C a 'id a pupil in the high school 
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MISS HELEN' DESHLEB. 

at Columbus. She is a relative by mar- 

riage of Governor Xasli atul was the 
close friend and constant companion of 
tlie governor’s only daughter, who died 
a few years ago. It was the original 
intention of the governor to have his 
stepdaughter, Mrs. Worthington Bab- 
cock. christen the Ohio, which will be 
launched at San Fraireisco on May 18. 
The arrival of a son and heir at the 
Babcock home, however, interfered 
witli Governor Nash's plans, and he 
then selected Miss Deshler to make the 
trip and to lie sponsor for the magnifi- 
cent battleship. 

Glimpses of tlie Southland. 
Western North Carolina ancl the Asheville Plateau. 

The Magnificent Chateau of Mr. George Vanderbilt at Biltmore. 

A sojourn at Asheville is not considered complete without a visit to Mr. George \ underbill's 
magnificent Chateau, which is at Biltmore, two miles from the heart of Asheville, and upon one of 
the steps of the mountain range. All Southern Railway trains stop at Biltmore. and there are 

innumerable conveyances in Asheville the owners of which will drive you out at terms of your 
own dictation, graded of course by the style of the horse or other motive power and the condition 
of the equipage. 

This beautiful home of a Northern man in the South, was begun in 890 and completed in 180a. 
The building is said to have cost upward of $.'i,0(to,oou, and as much more has been expended upon 
its surroundings and the vast estate of a hundred thousand acres. All of the landscape gardening 
and the development of the park shows the master hand of the skillful landscape gardener under 

whose direction the improvements have been made. Many miles of superb model roads have been 
constructed and hundreds of thousands of flowering plants and shrubs have been artistically grouped. 

The mansion is a highly elaborated version of the architecture of Francis I. and of the Chateau 
Loire. It is exceedingly rich in every detail, and the general effect is hightenedbv the free employ- 
ment of decorative sculpture. ‘'Those who have stood spellbound." says an accomplished writer, 
“upon the esplanade of this magnificent chateau and looked out upon the wild tumult of mountains 
which stretch away in every direction until lost behind the curtain of the horizon, can well under- 
stand why Mr. Vanderbilt selected this particular spot of all others in America for the erection of 
a home which is as supreme among the homes of men as this spot is among the creations of Nature.” 

GIFTED MISS HAY. 

Dangliter of (he Secretary of State 
Writes Another Book of Verses. 

Gifted with youth, beauty, wealth 
and high social station, Miss Helen 

Hay, the charming and talented dun li- 
ter of the secretary of state, is not 

willing to lead the merely he. at: ■■ 

istence of a society belle. Mi.-; Hay 
possesses, together with a rare g '• of 

fancy, the power of embody;:: 
thoughts in graceful and melodious 
verse, and she has not suffered her 
muse to remain idle. 

Miss Hay’s latest effort is fully eiptal 
to the two preceding volumes that 
earned the praise of the reviewers. 
“The Rose of Dawn" is the title of the 
new poem. It is a love story of the 
south seas of about l.Odo linos told in 
blank verse. Interspersed tenilr-r 
love ditties, for the writing of which 
Miss Hay lias shown great aptitude. 
Strange it is that, although she por- 
trays love and its accompanying pas- 
sions with rare skill, her own heart, 
according to her, has never been touch- 
ed by the winged god. 

“The Rose of Dawn" tells the tale cf 
a Fiji maiden who is betrothed to an 
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old warrior. Then appears a young 
chieftain of another island, and the 
gentle south sea maiden loses her 
heart to him. lie returns her love, 
and then ensues a combat between the 
old chief and the newcomer. After a 

well described contest the young man 

is finally the victor, and the triumph 
of the love of the gentle island 
maiden and the boyish chieftain is the 
outcome. 

While Miss Hay’s friends are enthu- 
siastic in their praise of her verses, im- 
partial critics are not wanting who be- 
lieve that she will take high rank as 

one of America’s poets. A recently pub- 
lished anthology of American verse 

says of her, “The poetry is Miss Hay’s 
initial volume, ‘Some Verses,’published 
in 189S, has the quality of distinction 
anil was at once approved for its artis- 
tic perfection, impassioned lyrical ex- 

pression and suggestion of reserved 
dramatic force.” 

Do Not Worry, 
The word worry comes from an old 

English word, which means to stran- 

gle. It is a disposition which, if in- 
dulged in, will strangle our peace and 
happiness and our spiritual life. Most 
of the worry of this world is extremely 
foolish, for it is usually over things 
that never occur, and most people can 
look back and ridicule themselves over 
their needless anxieties. God takes 
care of His creatures, the birds and 
lilies; of course lie will of us. 

As a cure for worry some have laid 
down this old rule: Ho not worry 
about the things that you cannot help, 
for it will do no good. Do not worry 
about the things you can help, for you 
are wasting time that might b. spent 
in doing them. But these are seml- 
worldly maxims. A better rule i to 

give yourself up to God and usr Hon 
to kill the old self life out or v.-.-r 
heart and give you a clean heatt. let 
the blessing of a pure heart, and ■ dec 

your doubts will be gone, a w y ,.j v 
trust God to take care of you and be- 
lieve that all He does is for rue 

Philadelphia Methodist. 

Inspiring- Hope, 
Without the light of truth and the 

light of God in the sou! the future 
must ever bo dark, but the Chris: Mn 
has a blessed hope and expoetali < f 
the glorious reappearing of the Saviour 
who gave Himself for us that He 
might redeem us from aii iniquity and 
purify unto Himself a people for Uis 
own possession, zealous of good works. 
—Lutheran Observer. 


