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The Wisdom of
Nicodemus

Raliroad Brought to Terms
by a Smart Dog.

By L N SICKPORD
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ing the potritions qualities of cinders)
Mra, O'Hearn faced & world that ap

peared Lo be mingularly unaympathetic,
Where It had condoled with ber in her
first boreavement it merely smlled over
her second. Obvioualy, In the eyes of
the community, the least Otting place
for & cow to browse was In the lne of
a lightning express. The station agent
at Exeter intimated as wmuch when
Mrs. O'Hoarn called opon bhim and de
picted, with sdwmirable detall, tbe cir
cumntancea of her misforiune. He
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deigned to recognise ber clalm for
cow itself. On this occasion and on
many occasions thersafter be, mentally
convinced that his prevarication wouald
not cutlive his tepure of office, assertad
tlat only the president of the road had
authority in the matter of destroyed
cows and, having made It clear to ber
that her clalm had been duly forward
ed, besought her to follow methods
lean spectacular and to exarcise some
patione.

Having so frankly thrown himsalf
on ber mercy, he made s personal truce
avith the lady, but each weok & now
presented with its accumula-
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attention of the passengesr -
might be equally attracted and
that their rescotment might take the
mme furm. After a time, bhowever,
and from long famillarity the sport
ceased to Interest the pansing train-
men, and bot for an oceasional
the dog barked without purpose, al
though he never relazed his sndosvors.
The Alght of time brought no spirit of
charity to overcast the bilterness of
Mm O'Hearn. And It woa quits by
way of colncidence that oo the day
shs had prepared hor woekly state
west—which npow had §1.850 added to
the prindipal-something entirely un-
usoal In rallway equipment should en-
Suge, nithough tardily, the attention of
Nicodemus, This was an sbbreviatsd
wdition of the desplsed “fller,” for the
drew but two cars, the last &
wonder of luxuriops coestruction and
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ling of baking day. ber bDeasr
of ponderous surprisa Bhe
eame to a balt just benenth the branch

o

bher ndvent with positive pleasure. He
at once connected Mrm O'Hearn with
the ownership of the dog, and be was
also lmpressed that his position was
abuurd, #o0, although his tones were
pleasant, chagrin was somewhore ap-
parent.

He smiled genially, conscloud that
be had put the case conclsely st least,
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while Mrs. O'Hearn, with an authord
tative, “beo shiut, now,"” forced Nicode
mus to He down, although his vody
still guiversd from the exertions of the
chase and the consequent caulne de
Urinm.

“Yo're bein' wan of these flower
plckers that preserves them lo schrap-
books, mebbe” veutured the lady, In
a spirit of conciliation, as ahe grasped
Nicodemus by one eir and shook him
roughly, “or p'raps wan of these pro-
fesmors that can till ye the varieties
ur the posiea by the schunell uy thim.”

“l am not & botanist.” sald the ven-

emble geuticman, prepariog to de
poandl, but eyeing the dog warlly, "l
thongh you mast confess that elther
8 botanist or & rallway president would
appear equally out of place is & pusl
too such as | bhave found myself—a
position,” be ndded, to show that be
had & sense of buwmor, “that | pever
thought possible out of the pages of
& comle wealily.”
* The menner of Mre O'Hearn chang-
&, us changes the facse of nature un-
der the sudden burat of the tempest
Ahe relonsed the dog. which sprang
again at the tree trunk, and ber ul-
terance was ote lung lusplration.

“Ob, bo-0000," sha emitted, with
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“Upon my soul, my good woman,” b
ventured, “you wurprise me | kvow
nothing of your cow,
mistaken me for some vne slike
oot recall that | have ever befora beed
io this locality.”

“Yo'll remimber it. thin, fram this
J'yous dhay, for (t's not from the pluce
yo'll be sthirrin’ til I've me equivy-
Hnt an' me reshiitition for the evil
yo'vy done me ‘It's the prisidiot of
the rosd,' says the station agest. ‘that
la cotsiderin' your o Alps.
O’'Hearn, an’ it'll be all rolght ia tolme,
bat he's & very busy man' ‘Ye're mot
#0 busy but ye can put your hand to
yer pocket an’ projuce the §£39 for the
cow yo'vo morthersd  in- culd- blood
along uy your ignamnt injine o
an’ shé doln’ no barram to thim or
snny wan, An‘ it's the extra money I
want for the milk I've bought since me
berea vewment.’ = .

The situntion seemed clean...

*“You do not, then, accuss e of
driving off your cowT' nsked the ven-
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well as he could in personal safely
the pockets of his trousers. He Anal
Iy gave up in dismay.

“] am sorry to say that 1 haven't
the amognt you ask If you will ac
ecept $20 | asanre you the
will be forthcoming.”

Mm O'Hearn mised the rolling pin

“It's the equivylint or not one cinl"

declared.

“Bot, as 1 have tpld you, 1 do
possess the amount. | carry
with me any ready mooey,” hesdded,
with a sbade of exasperation, as
Mm O'Hearn could have begn

Mra O'Hearn, picking them up turned
them over carefully. Thep sbe moved
aver to the second colléction, and, st

“Mnarley & Rogers, Attorneys and
Counselors at Law."

The goid lettered sign on the door gave
no hiat that the Orm of young lawyers
also enguged In the solving of myster
les, yot such wns the case. In the be-
ginning it had been a bobby to A1l some
of the o abundant lelsure of an un:
known lnw firm; now they had become
well known as apecialists in unravel
lng myateries of a delicate nature,
The stenographer laid a eard on Dick
Harley's desk.

“Mr. Bamvel Oldershaw.” read Dick
wonderingly. *1 will see him at onos,
Miss Brown,” be sald to the yomng
womAan,

Presently s stotit man was ushered
luto the ence of the young lawyer
and "im tely sank breathlessly
into & deep chalr,

*I'm In trouble, and I've coms to you
for asslutapce.” be sald bluntly. “1
understand that you uvodertake cases
of a mysterious character.”

“Occasioonlly wuch ceses come our
way, and wo do not decline them,”
smiled Harley.

“This Is a very delicate matter and
concerns & member of my housshoid
1 bave an only daughter, Beryl” re

"rHIR 18 THR FPLAUR WHEENE THEE OGNMA
WEEE NIDDEN," SAID MI OLDEBSHAW.

sumed Mr. Olderahaw. "My daunghter
Is engaged to be married to n young
man whio Is at present amployed as my
private sacretary.

“Gray Denison ls a fine chap and as
nearly worthy of Bery! ma any man
that 1 know, and my daughter la my
rarest possession.” His pale gray eyes
glowed with feeling ns be spoke, and
Harlay nodded undorstandingly.

“Yeot there disappeared from my pri-
vate museum on the tep floor of my
hotise my entire collection of rare
gema. The collection was priceless;
there Ia not another ke it in the world,
Gray Denlson bad charge of it No
other person bad acosss to the safe
wherein it was secreted. No one else
knew that the safe was there™

“When Q14 you discover your loss¥
asked Harley.

“This morning. I was entertaining
an Rogiish friend, Bir Morgan Tilbury,
himeslf an ardent collector of gems. 1
waont to the safe—the casea contalning
the gema bad dlasppeared. Denlson
expressed bewllderment at the discov-
ery—{daclared that he bad seen them
tha previous evening. That ia all
Where are my gems?T" asked Mr, Ol

wrahaw biuatly,

Harley pondersd tfally. “The
pervanta? he qu 3

Olerahaw sbook his head impa-
tiently.

“Above suapicion. . All of them have
sorved me for yeam "

“What di4 Bir Morgan Tibury say
reganding your loss ¥

“Of course be sympathised with my
disappolutment, but bis time was tm.
ited.. I bad soMd him & mummy which
be had long desired 1'm not especially
keen on mummies, and 1 have & num-
ber, and bhe was more interssted In
cloaing the transaction and making ar
muogements to have the mummy re

“Off and ve for a dowsn years, He
also ls above smapicion. Buppose you
Sceompany me bhome and look over the
ground.”

A bhalf hour's aswift ride beoughl
them to the residence of Bamue! Older-

Dick nrotind &
rich coilection of plotures that graced
mwmmnmm.z
m’ and ong obdets d'art that
Bamuel Oldarwbaw Dad Wved to gatber
M‘ L '-A.L“_—hl.l
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removed 7. and the
tray or drawer was concenled under
the chest here™

“How mnany tmes has Blr Morgan
THhury vintted the wuoseums ™

“Throe times in the past weck—tihe
fArst Ime to renew hin scqualntance
with me, the second time to sound wme
regunliug the purchase of the mummy
and this morning to close the deal
Heo will sond for the cass this evening
~he Is avxious to have It boxed ard

any woy?”

Hamuel Oldorshaw started and clap-
ped a hand on his koee.

“That's odd, Harley!” he exclaimed.
“I did fod bim changed in an indefl-
nable way that I can hardly explain
He scomod o bit older for one Lhing.
but that was guite naturnl, as 1 had
not deen him for twelve yoars, but be
appenred to be changed in other ways:
his manners were coarsened, and be
was decidedly off on many things re
lating to his sspecial bobby. 1 lald it
to drink—he certainly gave evidencea
of It—an well an to some mental affec.
tlon. Burcly bhe was nol the same
courtly gentleman I bhad knovn in
London.”

*Is he a rich man? asked Harley.

“Yea, beyond dlspute.”

“Please point cot (o me the mommy
which Bir Morgan has purchased,”™ re-
quested Harlay,

Mr. OMermshaw Jed the way to the
porthweat corner of the room where
the largest mummy cese stood, & gor-
geous mass of color agninst the mono-
tone of the wall.

Mr, Oldershaw Iifted a tiny basp, and
the door swung wide open on well
ofled hinges. Inside was a smaller
caso, which opened at the millionalre's
touch and revealed the abriveled form
of & mummy.

Harley’'s keen eyes scanned the
brown mummy with its stalned wrap-
pings. Then be scribbled something in
his notebook. He tore out the lenf
and Inclosed It In an envelope.

“Please have this cablegram sent nf
once,” he anld “I'll wait here untll the
reply comes bock.™

“But, my dear Harley, it may be
houry’—

“Never mind; 1 will walt.t Perhaps
you will pend me up a bite to esal,”
suggested Hariey, "It In now 2 o'clock
I should bave a reply before mid
night."

“Nery good, Mr. Harley. Evidently
you know your business,” sald Mr. Old
ershaw reluctuntly, *“If there s any-
thing e¢lse 1 ean do*'—

Haurley whispered a few words In his
gar, and the milllonalre went out, look
log wmuch dased, but quite convincod
that Harley was handling the cnse Ina
highly satisfactory mannper,

Harley sat down and read page after
page of dry sclentific reviews. Appar-
ently he read them, but never once did
his gaze wander long frow the mummy
case |p the corner.

At 8 o'clock thie butier bronght him
a delicious dinner, which he ate nnder
thes white glare of the electric celling
lights, Then more hours passed while
be walted.

At 10 o'clock Mr, Oldershaw panted
upatslirs again,

“Well, Harley,” bhe sald expoectantly,
“8Sir Morgan's men bave come to tnke
awny the mummy caso.'

“Where ia 8ir Morgun 1"

“They say he will come in later.™

“I# be In the habit of appenring sud
denly before you—or In he announe.d
in the usunl way?' was Harley's star
tling guestion.

“That's odd,” eried Oldershaw, rub
bing his hands nervously. “He called
upon me yesterday, and while Amos,
my butler, remombers admitting bim bhe
han pot the slightesat recoliection of lot.
ting bim out, although Amos was In
the entranece hall all afternoon, And
furthermore he does not remember ad-
mitting him this morning and even
now protests that be hasn't seen him
I'm afrald Awmoa ls getting
old.”

Mariey smiled and ssked another
question, this ticme In a luw tone:

“Have the spocial officers arrived ™

“Outside the door.”

Mr. Oldershaw pulled aside some tap-
sstrion, and at Harley's qulet signal
six men glided llke shadows into the
room ané srucesled themselves bhehind

“Amos has orders to bring my cable
when It comea T asked Harley.

“Yos—and Mr. Oldershaw.,” Harley
followell him to the stesl door and
whispered, “d0 not be surprised If you
suddenly discover that Blr Morgma T
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the amall outlylng fslets which are
never visited, on which it occurs most
abundantly. Itz presence is atiributed
to a schooner which wan wirecked somo
twelve yoars ago, fr it is well known
that this rat Is & good swimmer. It la
curious to find that this anlmal, which

s comparatively free from

tion. Driven from all civilized coun-
tries by the brown mt, It has taken to
the sea, being bettar adapted for a life
on board ship than Its otherwise victo-
rious rival—P. D, Montagua in Geo-
graphical Journal

Curious Ball Play.

A ball club in & regular ganme made
rix Bits In one Ilnning, one of them a
triple, and yet not a single mn crosssd
the plate. This terrific bombariment
with freakish result wag pulled off in
the first Inning of the game. The first
man to face the pitcher mmasbed the
balli to the corner of the lot for a
triple and was thrown out at the plate
trylng to stretch his hit inte a home
run.  The second batsman swatted a
single and, ke his predecessor, tried
to make an extra base and wns heaw-
ed out at second. The third batsman
and the fourth and Afth alse singled,
fllling the bases. The aixth man at
the plate hit the ball between first and
second base, and the runner who had
been on first was hit by the batted
ball, retiring the side without & run
scoring.—Chicago Tribune,

Her Game Blocked.

The timid lookiug little woman on
the ear noticed that her purse wus not
in her bag, where she had pluced it
Instend It was banging from her arm
on o chain—hanging {u foll view where
it would tempt the nimble fingers of
the pickpockels mssigned to that beat.
With great forethought she pleked up
the purse and started to put it 1o the
bag. Bui the purse didn't go in, be-
cause It was altached to the arm of
the persimmony faced woman standing
next to ber. Of course the woman
with the bag stopped right there and
dropped the strangoer's purse.

“You'd better let that alove,” spoke
up the persimmony faced woman. “I've
been watching you ever since you got
vn, and you peedn't think I didn't see
what you were trylog to do”—Cleve
land Plain Dealer.

Fresh Air.

There la throughout the civilised
world an increasing knowledge of the
valoe of wsunlight and of fresh ale
Benjamin Frankiln In 1704 wrote:
“Physiclans have discovered that fresh
alr is bemeficinl to those who are ML
Perbnps in 100 years they will flnd
it does not hurt those who are well"™
It has taken over the century prophesi-
«d by Frankiln, but at last boards of
health, bureaus of charity, Lrustees of
schools, commisslons on bouwlng, In-
telligent bodles in all phases of civie
life urge the need of securing sll pos-
glble sunlight and Cresh air, — Ex-
change.

Musical Calamity.

Mrs. Newriche—I belleve our next
door nelghbore on the right are ss poor
as chureh mice, Mirnm. Mr, Newriche
—~What makes you think so? M
Newriche—-Why, they can't afford one
of them mochanieal piano players; the
duughter W taling lessons by bapnd—

fow wminutes to make the cement,
which s applicd like give, the broken
edges are pressed together, aud ln Of-
teen minutes the cement bs hard,




