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'The One
This month will witness the publication of the
annually released “Yearbook of American Churches.’’
This year s publication of the Protestant group, the
National Council of Churches, is the hearer of a
heartening message
According lo its figures, sent in by 251 religious
bodies here in America, church membership in 1he
1’nited States outstripped population gains during
the past year by two and a half times, reaching an
all time nigh of 92.000.000'
This gain represents mote than twice the in
rrease noted tor any one previous year. This is. in
deed, a heartening statistic.
It can be taken, at least as an indication, that
this country is becoming what it was set up to he; a
nation under God
One other fact gleaned from this report deserves
comment. The basis of the report, as was noted, are
the returns of membership sent in by 251 religious
bodies including the Catholic ( hurch.
Of this number, 250 nf the churches reporting
make up two-thirds of the total number. The other
Church, alone, makes up the other third of the
total
Because nf this distinction do ynu suppose we
could rightly call it “The One?’’

The Ohl Shell Game
That nice man that Eleanor visited in Yugoslavia
recently is at 'it again He’s pulling the wool over
the eyes of the free world and, tudging from past
performances, unless we miss our guess he’ll he
successful
Intelligent people smile thinly and 'hake their
heads in disbelief when they see some one scr
iously trying to beat a pinhall machine or endcav
oring to outguess the sharpster who runs the old
‘hell gam< How could anyone tie so gullible as lo
be taken in by such obvious ruses’*
Yet lime after tunc, Tito, the master ol double
talk .ind the quick switch rakes in the money
(largely* American! and sends the poor dupes aw ay
smiling \pparcntly they never know that they've
been taken.
Within the past two weeks the stories to come
from Yugoslavia arc so contradictory as to 'earl
any thinking person In one conclusion It's 'afc to
sty. though that the conclusion i c. that Tito is a
blatant bar, will never be reached by many.
Juki lust one point mil ot the many for years
Tita has a-'iiied the lx-f ot tin world (hat unlike
the Rii' iaii < omnium !- he uphold' lhe tieedmu
of religions I .et the West have no fear Old Fathei
Protect™ Tito is in there pitching to preserve those
rights of the people that aic so dear to the hearts
nf free men personal liberty the right ol parents
over then children, the fiecdom to practice religion
Yes sii Every time ft must be so. because Tito
says it's so \nd so. the professional travellers ic
♦ urn and assure then more sedentary brethren al
home that Tito is a good boy. And. what's mor» .
the people at home believe them.
We've had two such assurances hen1 of late.
Thev received wide play in the seculai press Pen
pic read them and tell assured \nd this in the tact
of admitted happenings diameti K ally opposed to
these statements of supposed facts.
In opposition lo I i1o'» dev lai alien we have li?C
right up lo th< pi' M-nt a continued hiMm y ot v io
lent persecution ol religious leaders and the rid)
cule of religious belief the Rod mob attack' on
Bishop- Francis F'ranu Mixihaiy of Split Joseph
Pavksic Auxiltai' of Sen] and Anton Vovk \po♦olic Administrator of Ljubljana Fhc lattei was al
most burned to death as a result of Red violence
Last week the Tito Communist Commigsars order
ed a high ranking army official tn -cleanse the
minds of his men of such bourgeois ideas as believing
in God and religion ”
While the Catholic Church ha* for long horn the
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INQUIRY CORNER

What is a Postulant?
A Novice?
<J. What is a postulant? a
novice?.
A. A postulant (from the Latin
postulate, to ask for) is one seek
ing admission to a religious com
munity. During the time in
which a person is a postulant he
(or she) follows the direction of
the novice-master for a period of
about six months. It is a trial
period m which the candidate
for admission gains experience
of the life of the community. A
novice (from the Latin novicius,
new)
generally
has
passed
through the postulancy and ac
cepted the habit of the commun
ity. It is a period no less than
a year in which the novice be
gins to be formed in the cus
toms of the religious community
and in the spiritual life.
Q. Is it not against the first
commandment to worship statues
and pictures of Christ and the
saints?

Speak Lord Thy Servant . . .
How often do we catch ourselves praying for
something that we know will be beneficial to us but
hoping all the while that in granting the request
Gou will “take it easy’’ on us?
The following must surely be the prototype of
all such prayers: Ixird. make my will like unto
thine. I^t me live for You and country. Let me serve
my fellowman. Preferably, though, in an executive
capacity. O I>ord. Amen.

AMERICAN
k*MEMPLoyf

Just Among Ourselves
“Who better than the true Christian can give
to Labor Day a profound significance"" There arc
the words of Pius Nil in an address of May. 1953.
It is only the Christian who can undeistand fully
the role of work in his life and the means it can
be for him for personal development and sanctifi
cation The Christian appreciates the undet standing
that can come from working with his fellow men
end the sense of satisfaction that comes from pro
during something good and useful.
The ( hristian realizes fully the evilness and the
malice in those systems that would attempt to sepai«tc men into classes and to arouse hatred on the
basis of the type of work performed. The labor
situation gives wonderful opportunities to individ
Hals to practice the virtues of justice and charity,
to counteract the insidious philosophies, that would
wreck the solidarity of humankind, by working to
gether in harmony and peace and assisting each
other in achieving and maintaining a better life.
Such is the spirit that has brought unions into ex
istence and sees that they continue to function for
the good purpose for which they were established.
It is because of this that Labor Day has a spir
itual significance tor the true ( hristian. It is be
cause ot this that he will commemorate the day by
assisting al a special Laboi Day Mass al St. Joseph
Cathedral as he has done tor the past eight years.
Labor Day is not only a day tor parades and
picnics and speeches but it is over and beyond this
a day to give thanks to God lor the many benefits
that have come to Ijibor in America A day to give
thanks that America is not class conscious but that
it is only through the cooperation ol all. laboi and
management and the government, that we can con
t'iniie to enjoy those things that are the fruit not
nf discoid and strife, hut ol cooperation. It was this
that moved Bishop Ready nine years ago to estab
lish the annual l,abor Day Mass which is now a
traditional part of the laiboi Day celebration of
Columbus.
This Labor Day has a note ol .sadness about it.
Just a few days ago we were shocked Io heai of the
sudden death of B.shop Haas of Grand Rapids Prob
ahly moi, than any olhet churchman in America
he typified ibe interest of th< (hurch in Laboi and
its problems He had a real concern tor social pis
tice, that every man, whether while or black,
would share equitably tn the fruits ot our system
and come to that security which should he the po>
session of every child of God Not many years ago
Columbus was privileged to hear him deliver the
labor Day sermon at the Cathedral. May none of us
forget this Labor Day tn offet a prayer for the re
pose of his soul.

■'

brunt of this persecution with very few voices out
side the fold raised in protest, recent events indi
cate that all religions can expect the same fate.
Two Bishops of the Serbian Orthodox Church
were attacked and brutally beaten jby Communistmaddened crowds.
These are the facts. Tito doesn't bother to deny
them. He can t—and he doesn’t need to. Why should
he when all he has to do is grant interviews tn the
gullible and know that his words will be believed
above all facts?
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Patting Comment Contidorod or Inconsiderate

The ag6 of pseudoscience in which we live is
a continuous menace to sound thinking. It is forever
insisting on the short view; it blocks the true per
spective of life; it hammers steadily away at the
false lesson that we have here a lasting city, and
need not be concerned about one that is to come.
Against the evil and deceiving efforts of fake
science.—which is the chief element of what people
call “the spirit of the times,”—wc must be un
remittingly on guard. We know better, of course.
We have the taith and we have reason. And yet we
live in an atmosphere which is utterly uncongenial to
faith and reason. Despite ourselves, we find that
we are speaking lhe alien tnngue and thinking the
alien thoughts of a world that knows not God or
sanity.
♦ • ♦
F'or instance: wp know that there is not, and
cannot be. such a thing as a real dissolution of
marriage; yet we are engulfed in a culture (almost
lo be taken in the laboratory sense) which accepts
divorce as normal and necessary. Custom among
mistaken people is so general, and by now so longlasting. that, in spite ol our better knowledge, we
loo accept divorce (not indeed for ourselves or our
own) and divorced people without any sense nf
outrage or dismay. In other words, we tolerate,
with no thought of even an inner revulsion, lhe most
flagrant and debasing of mortal sins against Al
mighty God.
• • • •
Again, we tend to forget what we well know
and understand, and complacently accept the hor
rible fact that most of our contemporaries have
come to regard man as merely an animal, a thing
foi selective breeding by choice and plan ot spouses,
with no consideration at all of divine laws and
divine rights. Even those who live rightly have
come to a state of mind placid and undisturbed in
the face of the openly proclaimed abominations ot
those who live wrongly.

People of modest habits are somehow dulled
to tolerate the omnipresence of immodesty. De
cent parents appear to be unabashed by frankly
immodest spectacles, daily available on TV, tor
example, and to he undisturbed by lhe fact that
then children avidly enjrty such spectacles. Re
licence and dignity, and the normal restraints im
posed on speech and action by Christian morality,
are somehow takeff to he old fashioned and inopera
five, even by persons who in their own conduct,
perfectly conform to the rule of decency and re
finement.
• * *
And here is a notable damage to the mind. Many
and many a person who can truly claim that the cur
rent looseness of morals has not soiled his own soul
or influenced his own habits must admit that it
has distorted his objective view; it has dulled his
understanding of what is right and fine; it has
therefore injured his mind. One man has said that
in these days of indecent exposure a person must
acquire a kind of callousness nf the eyes. Yet cal
lousness is but a kind of dullness; it involves a loss
and a lack, not an acquisition.
The apathy of a decent populace is a tragic
thing. It is a futile Maginot Line against an evil
that must overwhelm the oncoming generations. A
good instance of this dullness, this apathy, is at
forded in the way in which the pseudo-scientific
researches of Dr Kinsey are received. Not long ago,
when the rule of gadgetry had not yet lulled us in
to the hope of universal relaxation as the great
aim of life, we should have instantly labeled Dr. K.
as a cheap and dirty pornographer. Rut today we
feel that (he man who wants to fill minds with
filth is acceptable if only he is scientific, if he has
an ‘organization.” if he lists and tabulates findings
in neat rows of statistics.
And here too is a manifest mental damage; that
the mind of man can be led to accept anything what
ever which claims to be "enlightening," or to dwell
in the glow ot that mysterious thing called
‘ science.” There is nothing enlightened or scientific
in such a mental outlook. There is only dullness
and stupidity, of the type called sophistication; there
is only that stupefaction and atrophy of the finer
human faculties which seem lo be the chief ob
jective of modern university education.
* * *
•
The Kinsey report means a great Hood of inone.v
to Dr. K. That is its material meaning, and its ex
planation. But the fact that people can accept its
postulates no matter how much and how justifiably
they question its tactual findings, is the alarming
thing about it. And these postulates may be set
forth in this manner; There need never be a
question in man’s mind about vocation, or duty,
or obligation to God. neighbor, and self. There
need he question only about immediate and
personal and fleshly satisfaction. Man is to do what
affords him the most fun with the least respon
sibility Morality and relig|on (inseparable in being
and function) arc hampering and limiting influences;
those arc survivors of an ancient and superstitious
age; they must he disregarded, and. as soon as pos
sible. eradicated from human life.

We can envision the occasional leering pervert
who reads Kinsey’s pages for their tumescent effect.
But the tank and file ot American people are not
leering perverts Set this rank and file of fudamenG
ally decent people will placidly accept the “study”
of Dr. Kinsey as something that must be tak
en however regrettably, as a true and scien
tific picture of modern lite
And the rank
and file will accept Dr. K's findings in the light ot
the false postulates (mentioned above) which he
implicitly sets up. Here is grave damage to minds,
and. through minds, to souls.
♦ ♦ ♦
The children of the ( hurch are. in this modern
’’me. more throughly submerged in the world and
the world's views than they have ever been before.
True, they have greater aids available against all
evil than they have ever had. what with the world
wide existence of the Church and the availability
of Mass and Sacraments. Now, unless there is a
quick and tremendous resurgence of active faith,
of prayer, of sacramental living nn the part nf
Catholics, there must come a devastating time, a
gray, foul, slimy time, engulfing minds and souls
in temporal and eternal wretchedness. One barn
metric reading which indicates the imminence of
such a time is the Kinsey report.

A. To worship or pray to such
images themselves would be idol
atry and against the first com
mandment. Catholics show re
spect for such statues and pic
tures and pray before them in
honor of Christ and the saints.
We honor the persons represent
ed and respect the images only
as we show respect to the statues
and pictures of national heroes
or absent loved ones. We do not
pray to a statue, nor do we wor
ship a statue or picture of
Christ. We do not worship the
saints but honor and venerate
them, praying to them as friends
of Christ with Him in heaven,
asking them to pray for us.

workers J ik«

World

WASHINGTON LETTER

What About the 99^0%?
WASHINGTON
Believe it
or not. one good thing might be
said about that welter of smut
the general press has been lav
ishly ladling out on the latest
Kinsey sex book.
Most readers probably have
not noted it. so carefully did
most of the newspaper accounts
hide it, consciously or uncon
sciously.
The book itself is to be nam
ed “Sexual Behavior in lhe Hu
man Female.” Almost every ac
count written from lhe smelly
material the publicity handlers
of lhe project have passed out
immediately led the reader to as
sumc that what Kinsey is saying
applies to the average ol ALL
American white "females.”
But after a column or so of
loading readers to believe this,
if turns out that Kinsey himself
specifically says it isn't so. He
is just telling folks what some
thing under 6.000 American wo
men dn tit he’s right), and only
this many. That's the slender
good thing. There are something
like 80.000.000 "females'’ in the
country.
It is worth while to note
also that the learned professor
included, to make up his 5,940
“females' , a two-year old baby
and sixty little girls under six.
Perhaps we shall have to wait
until the book itself comes out,

to know how these were “ques
tioned” about sex.
The professor got out his sex
book on men some years ago,
and it turned out to be a great
business — 75.000 copies sold.,
Now it’s the “habits” of the “fe
males.” Wow! His handlers are
beating the drums most skill
fully, with extraordinary prelimi
nary fillips for the avid. After
all there are the syndications
and lectures to think ol. aside
from the book sales. This will
be bigger business. Imagine how
many youngsters will pay the $8
per copy.
The astonishing thing for the
moment is how the general press
fell for the publicity campaign
- with columns and columns
about unnatural practices, mari
tal infidelity and all the juicy
rest.
One wonders if there are left
any daily papers that still boast
of being “family newspapers ”
One report was that the pro
fessor set up his own press re
lations "with results that a pro
fessional press agent might en
vy.”
Unfortunately, it seems that
the word "Catholic’’ appears in
this smutful opus, and the use of
the word is quite interesting.
Fleavy stress is laid on the
“scientific” natuie of the hook,
although seemingly every effort

has been made to make it “pop
ular” at large, rather than aim
mg sales toward physicians, hos
pitals or social workers.
After all the indictments are
presented, the professor comes
along with his insistence that
the volume at best “can pretend
to report behavior which may
be typical of no more than a
portion although probablv a not
inconsiderable portion, of the
while females of the United
States.’’
Then, astonishingly, it is set
down that he feels that not
enough women had been ques
tioned from nine groups, which
include tens of millions of “fe
males.” They are; those over
forty; those with only grade
school educations; those who
are widows or divorced: those
W’ho belong to the devoutly
Jewish, Catholic and
rural
groups, and those who belong to
the laboring class.
One wonders whom the little
man polled adequately, after
all.
In any case, Catholic women
get that “break”—seemingly not
as many of them were polled as
in the case of the others. Noth
ing is said, though so far as can
he found- as to the difference
it makes in the outcome. One
can hardly be expected to be
TOO scientific!
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ICFTU Notes MRA Mote
The International Coniedera
lion ot Free Trade Unions has
evaluated Moral Rearmament
popularly known as MRA and
concluded that
in its quasireligious activ
ities. its lead
ership has "en
croached” up
on the legiti
mate autonom y of the
trade union
in o v e in ent.
The Executive
Board
of
ICFTU. Con
gress in Stockholm, unanimous
ly adopted a preliminary report
in which it charged that Dr.
Frank Buchman, founder and
leader of MRA, follows "not the
path of a democratic movement
but that of a dictatorship.”
In effect, this preliminary re
port is a warning to trade unions
all over the world to have noth
ing to do with MRA because
MRA is allegedly "trying to up
set the trade union movement
with its ideas and, through
small groups of followers, is try
ing to introduce its directives
into the factories.”
MRA CURIOUSLY VAGUE

MRA. according to the 1CFTI
report, has not only interfered
in trade union activities, but has
also engaged in anti-trade union
efforts even to the extent of try
ing to establish *o-called “yel
low” (employer dominated) un
ions. In all cases, the report con
tinues, where the alleged "trade
union achievements" of MRA
were examined more closely,
they turned out to be "half
truths or fabricated successes."
To a certain extent we are in
dined to agree with JCFTU's
criticism of MRA. Theological
ly speaking. MRA is an amhigu
ous or “fu»y” sort nf organiza

tion at best. The Church has
never officially condemned it,
but a number of individual Bish
ops in Western Europe have
publicly cautioned the faithful
of their dioceses not to become
associated with it for fear of
compromising their own relig
ious beliefs.
The K’F’Tl report is admitted
ly incomplete and possibly inac
curate in certain details. Never
theless it will have served a use
ful purpose it it stimulates fur
ther research into a movement
which, in violation of its own
principle of “absolute honesty,"
has been curiously - not to say
suspiciously
vague about the
source of its income. Even more
important, about the precise na
ture ot its ultimate aims or ob
jectives.
v
ICFTU Report Potentially
Dangerous

The ICFTU is open to criticism
for its own lack of philosophical
clarity in summarizing the reas
ons tor its opposition to MRA.
One almost gets the impression
that the ICFTU would be oppos
ed to any religious organization
working in the field of trade un
ionism or labor-management re
lations. regardless of the organ)
ration's point of \iew. This, it
seems to us. would be a form of
doctrinaire s e c u I a rism even
more dang erous. potentially,
than the vague religiosity of
MRA.
Instead of confining its criti
cism ot MRA to the latter’s real
or alleged interference in trade
union affairs and its veal nr al
leged anti-unionism, the ICFTU
news release gratuitously broad
ens the scope of the inquiry to
make room for a very awkward
reference to this whole subject
of the relationship between re
ligion and labor
"The ICFTU.” it is stated in
the news release, “has from its

creation in J 949 scrupulously
avoided any relationship with re
ligious groups whose activities
also include trade union activi
ty. It has. for example, declined
to accept into membership the
Catholic trade unions of Europe,
federated under the name of the
International Confederation of
Christian Trade Unions, as a sin
gle entity because that would in
troduce specific religious con
siderations in an organization
which includes union members
of virtually every religion in the
world. Neutrality on religious as
well as political organizations is
a basic tenet of the ICFTU.”
There
are several
things
wrong with this superficially
plausible statement. In the first
place, MRA is not and should not
he referred to as a bona fide
religious organization
in any
event, should not be equated
with any of the established re
ligions. Secondly, it is mani
festly unfair to suggest a com
parison. however indirectly, be
tween the Christian unions of
Europe and MRA. The latter is,
or is alleged to be. an anti
union organization. The former
are legitimate union.-, more pro
greasive in some cases than their
Socialist counterparts in the
ICFTU. Thirdly, it is somewhat
■less than honest to leave the im
pression that the Christian un
ions have been kept out of
ICFTU solely on the grounds of
religious neutrality.
The fact of the matter is that
the American affiliates of the
ICFTU are in favor of admitting
the Christian (Catholic, Protest
ant. and interdenominational)
unions into the ICFTU; but the
Socialist unions are opposed to
this for doctrinaire reasons
which reflect little credit on
their own reputation for toler
ance and genuine trade union
neutrality.

Q. What about possession bg
the devil? Does it still happen''
A. It is generally held that
m countries where most people
are baptized diabolical posses
sion is rare (“Catholic Diction
ary"—Attwater). The Catholic
Church has always accepted the
possibility of possession and cre
ated the order of exorcist to
overcome it. Today priests alone
are allowed to exercise it and
then only w-ith special permis
sion of the bishop. Possession is
not necessarily a sign of sinful
ness of the person possessed. It
may consist in physical violence
worked upon an innocent per
son e g. the boy in St. Matthew’s
Gospel (17:14).
As Attwater
stales in the article on the sub
ject: “It manifests itself by the
inward control of human limbs
and organs by an agent distinct
from their owner.”
Q. Please explain the terms
“proper" "ordinary" and “com
mon" m lhe missal.
A. The proper of the Mass is
made up of those parts w'hich
vary according to the day or
feast observed. The Proper of
the Saints gives the changeable
parts of the Mass (introit, col
lects. epistle, gospel, etc.) select
ed for the saint of a particular
date. The Proper of the Season
gives the same parts of the Mass
for Sundays and other days of

Advent, Lent. Pentecost, etc. The
Ordinary of the Mass comprises
most of the Mass, which remains
substantially the same through
out the year, from the prayers at
the foot of the altar to the last
Gospel. The Common of the
Saints supplies the parts of the
Proper of the Saints where such
parts have not been specifically
selected for a particular saint
e.g. St. Augustine for August
28th whose proper includes only
collects, gradual, secrets and
postcommunions, the rest being
supplied from the Common of
Doctors of the Church.
Q. Who were the Samaritans
mentioned in the Bible as be
ing separate from the Jews?
A They were the inhabitants
of Samaria, descendants of the
Israelites who had intermarried
with the pagan Assyrian colo
nists planted there by Salmanasar after 721 B.C. They set up
as a separate people from the
orthodox Jews and built a tem
ple on Mount Garizim, and ao
were regarded as traitorous ene
mies.

Q. What is the Catholic teach
ing on the fall of man? Is hu
man . nature corrupted, so that
there is no hope for perfect
ion on earth. If so. is not this a
morbid and pessimistic attitude?
A. The fall of man consisted
in a deliberate rejection of God s
express command and the con
sequent loss of gifts depending
upon obedience. The gifts were
supernatural (sanctifying grace,
the Life of God) and preter
natural (immortality, integrity,
immunity to suffering, etc.) and
their loss was a loss to Adam’s
descendants as well as to him
personally.- Human nature is
not intrinsically corrupted, but
injured by the Fall and unable
to enter heaven except for the
“second chance” of Baptism. It
does rule out natural perfection
for man on earth due to the
“darkening of the mind and the
weakening of the will"’ (Cate
chism) which is a part of the
result of original sin. It is not
pessimistic to trust God and His
graces by which we can become
saints and live with Him in heav
en. The Catholic explanation of
the fallen state of ,nan fits the
facts of history and gives a real
istic basis to hopes and plans for
increase in virtue and in efforts
for greater charity among men.
It offers a plan for order and
harmony under God without
dreamy Utopias »uch as Com
munism. and in its history shows
evidence of great changes for
man's happiness eg. the elimi
nation of slavery from most of
the world, the elevation of th«
state of women from pagan
times, etc.
Send questions to Father Ed
ward F. Healey. The Inquiry Cor
ner, The Catholic Times, Box 638,
Columbus (16) Ohio.

RICHARD PATTEE~

Church in Finland
Helsinki — I
w’eek that one
problems of the
land is to make

mentioned last
of the major
Church in Fina dent on the
intel lectual
life of the
c o u n try and
demo nstrate
that Catholic
thought is of
some signifi
cance today.

R e c e ntly 1
spent a whole
day with Fa
ther Andre
Bonduelle, O.
P. at the Studium Catholic u m . This
Catholic center. located on the
fifth floor of a downtown build
ing in Helsinki, houses a very
adequtae library, a chapel, and
living quarters lor three French
Dominicans. It provides a place
where students, teachers and
others can consult Catholic
sources and books, F'ather Boqduelle says it is amazing how
many Finns who had never seen
a Catholic before are finding
their way to this center and,
perhaps, through this means an
introduction to the Church.
In addition to the 14 priests
in Finland, there are three com
munities of sisters. Two of these
are Dutch one in Turku where
they run an orphanage and ele
mentary school, the other here
in Helsinki where they have a
kindergarten and also care for
orphans.
Dutch Rosary In Finnish Forest

The other day 1 spent all af
ternoon and evening at a sum
mer camp known as Stella Maris,
about 10 miles from Helsinki,
where the Dutch sisters have a
rest home and care for some 40
or 50 small children during the
summer. It is located on the
Bay of Helsinki, in the midst of
a pine forest. A wooden chapel
has been erected and 1 had the
pleasure of attending Holy Hour
there. It was a strange emotion
to hear the rosary said in Dutch
in a chapel buried in a Finnish
forest.
Most of the children are from
Catholic families, scattered
through the country. For a
month or more they live togeth
er, have catechism classes every
day, attend Mass daily, and are
given some insight into the lit
urgy and devotions of the
Church with which, otherwise,

they are totally unacquainted.
As a technique in missiology, it
struck me as extraordinarily ef
fective.

American sisters, some ten in
number, have the English School
here. Most of them are from St.
l/ouis, Mo., and have been here
for some years. Their school
aims primarily at providing in
struction in English, without ne
glecting the normal subjects
taught in the Finnish schools.
The government has made no
difficulty about the matter. In
fact the Finnish government has
placed no obstacles in the way
of Catholic progress. The land
for this school was ceded by the
city government of Helsinki, a
fairly good indication of the ex
cellent disposition toward the
Church.
Creation of a Climate

The law’ of Finland requires,
however, that the Lutheran re
ligion
be
taught
officially.
Sister Kostka. director of the
school, tells me that school in
spectors insist that Lutheranism
be taught in the English School.
This means that provision must
be made for instruction in Lu
theranism for Lutheran pupils.
Catholic children, of course, are
exempt. It is rather odd to dis
cover that in a Catholic school
in Finland, a teacher must be
employed to teach Lutheranism
two hours a week.
The school has proved enor
mously popular and has an en
rollment of some 400. Oddly
enough, among those who attend
or have attended it are two sons
of the Yugoslav Minister and—
some time ago—the daughter of
a member of the" Soviet lega
tion. The school has won a very
real place in the esteem of the
Finn% and this in itself is one of
the most effective ways of main
taining the presence of the
Church in this land.
Missionary labor here, it seems
to me, cannot be aggressive or
spectacular. Resentment comes
easily and there is a traditional
hostility. The job is a slow one
It is not the number of con
verts per year, but the fact that,
the priests and sisters are doing
their job riay-in-and-day-out,
quietly and unobtrusively, with
the inevitable result that Fin
nish opinion will ultimately take
them as natural and proper. The
creation of a “climate” is the
first and most essential task.

