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Yearbook Lists Growth
Of Churches In U.S.A
NEW YORK — (NC) — Membership in the Protestant
churches in America has increased by 1.607,325, according to
the new Yearbook of American Churches.
While Protestant bodies have grown by three per cent,
the publication reports an increase of 1.223.824 members of
the Catholic Church, or four per cent, for a total of 31.376.261.
The Yearbook is published by the National Council of Church
es of Christ in the U. S. A.
(Th* book'* figure* mostly per
tain to th* year 1953. The Of
ficial Catholic Directory, issued
by P. J. Kennedy and Sons, New
York, test Spring, records a to
tal U.S Catholic population of
31,648,424 for January 1, 1954—
a gain of 1,223, 409 over the pre
vious year.)

Among other facets recorded in
the Yearbook are these:
1. Church membership in Amer
ica has increased by thirty mil
lions since 1940 to an all-time high
of 94.842,845. Thus about six per
sons out of ten are counted as
members of some church or sect.
2. Contributions to Protestant
and Eastern Orthodox churches
came to $1,401,114,217. This repre
sents an increase of 8 9 per cent
over 1952 and averages out to
S4L94 for every individual member.
(Figures for other bodies were
not made available.)
3. There were 294.359 church
buildings in 1953 , 50.040 of them
constructed since 1940.
4. Sunday school enrollment
(mostly in schools attached to
Protestant churches) totalled 35,389,466. and represented a gain
three times that of the increase
in church membership.
5. The figure used for member
ship in Jewish congregations was
5.000,000—the same used in last
year's Yearbook.
The Yearbook editor. Dr. Ben
son Y. Landis, holds that the new
statistics indicate that “a vigorous,
sustained movement of Americans
into the churches is reflected in
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every facet of the nation s religious
life.”
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New Attacks
On Film Lode
HOLLYWOOD — (NC) — Warn
ings of a renewed "revolt” against
Hollywood's movie code were
sounded here by syndicated col
umnist Harold Heffernan.
Writing for NANA feature serv
ice. the reporter said that recent
events lead to the reasonable sus
picion that “in spite of positive
statements to the contrary, Holly
wood may be ready to do some
broad winking at the old code.”
Mr. Heffernan listed two indica
tions that the code is in for change:
plans to film stories that were for
merly considered unapproved by
Code standards, and the rumored
approaching retirement of code di
rector Joseph Breen.
Mr. Heffernan said Mr. Breen
is *xpccf*d to resign his cod*
administration post before Dec.
31 end questioned whether his
successor will "stand up and
fight as Breen did" or "develop
into a rubber-stamp yes man."

Stating that Mr. Breen “will be
sorely missed.” Mr. Heffernan
said “Breen’s broad outlook, com
mon sense and uncanny ability to
make quick and intelligent de
cisions, has saved the film busi
ness from disaster on many oc
casions.”
He credited Legion of Decency
protests of the condemned movie,
"French Line." as the main block
to loosening of the code He said
that “several influential produc
ers" frankly want “more sex dis
play. more pointed dialogue,” and
warned that pressure against the
code will he “stronger than ever.”
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Alice, carrying a package, walk
ed into the publisher s office and
found him kicking the waste
basket.
"Nobody can
do this to me.”
he snarled.
"A p p arently
some body al
ready has.” re
pl i e d Alice
cheerfully.
"He cant get
away with it.”
vowed the publisher. “This is
censorship. Its
j
interference with freedom of the
press. It's unconstitutional. I’ll take
him right up to the Supreme
Court.”
Alice smiled winningly. "The
conversation might be more ra
tional,” she suggested, "if you pld
me who did what to you.”
The publisher snatched a letter
from his desk, crushed it in his
hand, and flung it to the floor.
"This blankety druggist,” he said,
"has cancelled his standing order
for my paper-bound books and
comics. He says they're not decent.
Who does he think he is. telling
people what they’re allowed to
read?”
"Is that what he's doing?” asked
Alice.
"Of course it is.”
"You’d swear to that?” •
"Of course I’ll swear to it.”
"And it’s unconstitutional?”
"Certainly it's unconstitutional.
It’s un American. It’s fascist. It s
totalitarian. It’s—
"Goodie!” interrupted Alice.
The publisher had been drawing
back his foot to kick the waste
basket again. He paused in mid
motion and stood on one leg, star
ing at Alice.
“Did you say goodie?” he asked
"I did.”
The publisher put his other foot
on the floor, walked to Alice, and
shook hands. "Then we agree.”
"No. we don't.”
"But you said goodie.”
Alice spoke slowly, as if explain
ing something to a child. "I said
goodie because I'm glad you think
its unconstitutional, even if it
isn’t.”
The publisher backed away and
sat down heavily at a safe distance
from Alice. "Why don’t you sit
down?” he suggested cautiously.
“Thank you.” said Alice. She
took a seat near the publisher. He
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HONG KONG—(NC)—-A new mobile clinic staffed by volunteer
doctors and nurses is providing
free medical treatmentI for thousands of poor refugeesi here.
It is a gift from American Ca
tholics. reports Father Paul J.
Duchesne. Maryknoll missionary in
charge of the local Catholic Wei
fare Bureau.
Housed m a two-and-one-halftpn
truck, the compact clinic has an
examination cot, a desk, three med
icine cabinets, and running water
furnished by a pressure pump.
Medicines are supplied by War Re
lief Services - National Catholic
Welfare Conference and other
charitable organizations.
In addition to giving free caie
to refugees, the clinic supplements
the efforts of doctors in over
crowded hospitals and reaches
many people who otherwise would
neglect minor ailments. With an
average of nearly 100 patients u >v.
being treated at each step, the din
ic in full operation is expected to
serve some 4.000 patients a month.
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East German Reds
l ighten Grip On

promptly pushed himself awax
from her. “Are you all right, young
lady?” he inquired apprehensive
ly.
"Of course I’m all right.” Alice
shot back with a show of spirit.
"Of course you'd say so,” said
the publisher "gloomily. He passed
a hand across his brow, and it
came away damp. He smiled in
gratiatingly. "Perhaps you can ex
plain.” he said.
"Why are you glad I think some
thing's unconstitutional, when you
say it isn’t?” His voice shook slight
ly. "Are you one of those people
who's just got compulsion to dis
agree with everybody?”
"Nonsense.” said Alice. "I much
prefer agreeing. My position is per
fectly simple. I’m glad you think
it's unconstitutional for a druggist
to cancel his order for your books,
even though it isn’t, because as
long as you think that way, you
won’t be able to refuse to do what
I came here to ask you to do.”
She paused, out of breath.
The publisher looked at her
with a trapped look. "What did
you come to ask me to do?” he in
quired.
Alice held up her package. "I
came to ask you to publish my
book and to spend enough money
promoting it to make it a best
seller. I'm glad you've decided to
do it.”
The publisher jumped to his
feet. "I haven’t decided anything
of the kind.” he said angrily. "I
haven't even read your manu
script.”
"Oh.” said Alice, “that won’t be
necessary. Whether you like 1t or
not, you’ve got to publish it. If you
don't, you ll be guilty of censor
ship and violating freedom of the
press. You’d be unconstitutional. I
could take you right up to the Su
preme Court.”
"Get out!’’ shouted the publish
er suddenly. ‘‘Get out! You must
be mad!”
Alice rose, tucked her manu
script under her arm. and smiled
sadly. “No, not mad.” she said.
"Merely logical. But I suppose that
makes me seem insane to you.”
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The gymnasium at St. Mary of the Springs College was one of the most popular spots during the
two-day teachers meeting last week. The photo ab»ve gives some idea of the activity in the gym as
approximately 600 teachers, religious and ley, Iron the diocesan schools took their turns viewing and
examining the latest in textbooks and teaching aids. Over 60 exhibitors from throughout the country
participated in the program.

Educator Secs
Coming Race
Of ’Televidiots*

‘•overall slowing down of the edu
cative process because children
ha\e lost their ability to concen
trate.”
She said teachers must put on a
"three-ring circus” in order to at
tract the attention of children ac
customed to watching "horses gal
loping across the screen for sev
eral hours a day.”
Lack of physical exercise and a
steady diet of TV had also caused

CA 1-8460
RCA TELEVISldh
PHILCO CA 25O8

40.000 At Outdoor Mau
MILWAUKEE — (NC) — Forty
thousand persons poured into Mil
waukee county stadium for the cel
ebration of an outdoor Pontifical
Mass, held as part of the Milwau
kee Archdtocese Marian Year ob
servance. It was the largest single
group ever to witness the celebra
tion of a Mass in Wisconsin.

Dependable and Courteous

Funeral Service
For 95 Years

LOS ANGELES — (NC) — A
generation of “televidiots” was
predicted by a nun here if nerxousness among today’s chil
childrens current television dren so that they often cannot re
cite in class, Sister Jean Patrice
habits don’t changesaid.
Sister Jean Patrice, a kin
"Shuffling feet and wringing
dergarten teacher for 23 years hands are sure signs of excessive
and author of a book, “Your televiewing and there's no cure
Family Circle,’’ said that tele except parental discipline," she
vision habits have caused an stated.
She warned that television is
prepared for adult consumption
and expressed amazement that par
ents who will not let their chil
dren participate in the adult activi
ties of smoking and drinking will
allow their children to watch too
much TV.
The wrong kind of television, she
said, can be just as dangerous to
children’s health of body and mind
as smoking or alcohol could be.
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ST. LOUIS-—(NC)—Donald Drees,
O.S.B., former sports writer for St.
Louis daily newspapers, and former
editor of the magazine Sports,
took the vows of a Benedictine
Brother at Conception Abbey, Con.
ception, Mo. Brother Donald en
tered the Benedictine Novitiate in
February. 1953. after 27 years in
the journalism and business world.
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man communist regime has tight
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ened up its supervision of church
services throughout the country.
This means a reversal of the
greater freedom for religion which
Trti-l ulue' I sed Cart
existed during and right after the
West Main Motors
period of the Protestant Congress
S3 WEST MAIN
PHONE 6M1
in l^eipzig.
The Red authorities have issued
Jb.< 11 Step* W**t of Fifth 8tro*t
instruct ions that police .-should reg
ularly check all church services
both Protestant and Catholic and
particularly the sermons
The members of the National
Front a communist dominated po.
litical organization have been in
strutted to visit clergymen and
595 We«t Church St., Newerk, O.
keep informed on their political
orientation
At the same time it was announc
ed that the Red regime has cut the It Pays To Use Times Classifieds
annual state subsidies paid to
churches by 30 per cent It is re
(ompl*t« INSURANCE S*rric«
ported that about SR30.000 has been
Specializing In
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compared to about $1 100.000 in
• Hospital
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