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Hnddle. More Muddle and
; Discrimination
diserimination of the coal-carrying
i against Philladelphin hag been no-
Hous for yoars. The Publle Servies Com-
‘s decision on this point is conclusive.
it only has this discrimination exinted, but
"han been ansrgetionlly peraisted in, despite
pligity, and every user of conl In the city
the metropolltan district has in effeet
B paying an extra-legal tax. It amounts
in the aggregate to milllons.
ofe than that, the declsion puts the roads
the defensive In other particulars, for fust
‘notorlous as the discrimination in coal
on has been the discrimination In other
It would appear that an effort has
. mude to bottle up Philadelphla and
the trade that rightly belongs to it to
jar citles. There Is no other plausible ex-
on of export traMe passing through
dalphla snd on to another port,

. The roads have been thounded by
kestors and demagogues for yenrs, who
fastened on them ull sorts of parasitie
tha. They need money, revenue, and
need It sorely. It is n bad time to de-
them of Intake. The country has been
gfeing that at last they weare to have o
14 chante. But It Is just as important
mt the ronds play fair s it is that they be
roatod fuirly, Thelr last state will be worse
SHEN their Arst if they do otherwise,
_;_ e Answer Is rate equalizstion In both
_{ Mt and passenger business. When this
. accomplished a horizontal increase of b per
snit., of even more will he accepted by the
Mntry. 8o, too, public opinion will compel
" ‘& Government to pay adequaotely for the

tranuportation of the malls, Also, we sur-

J L mike, It will second the motion of the rall-
.Mﬂdﬂ.t the extra-crew law and other un-
o F gtatyutes be reapealed. But It is not
to stand for discrimination,

'h pm entire situation is muddled and unaat-
ory. Perbaps a new commissjion will
to be formed to Investignte the Inter-
¢ Commearce Commission, and all the
o commissions, big and Iittle, in an effort
" bring order out of the increasing chaos,
" i# & ease of the sort that requires a Phila-
ﬁlphh Jawyer to do the untangling.

Law Greater Than Thaw

ARRY K, THAW has been one of the
most pernjeioun parasites with which the
aitry bas been smcumbered in decades. He
besn able to back his wild imaginings
murder and money. He cheatod the
in, and then undortook to cheat the
; pe asylum. He has played with courts
”d Justice, and held up to moekery our
pals and institutions, Hilg career has
an execellent example of how the safe-
of fresdom can be taken advantage
¥ & derolict able to pay his way,

counlry has not been partieularly In-
ed In the guibbles contring about the
% of & Btate in the extradition of the in-
or In sombre arguments devised to pre-
he enforcement of justice. It has been
i in seeing that Harry Thaw s put
% in .hhmplns. where he ought to be if
mrity of other cltizens ia to be assured,
: tlu view the Supreme Court has tuken

gecislon which 18 characterized by abun-
m&m sonse. It will be applaunded
country in general, aithough there
of course, a coterie of persons, nei-
- Inelined, who will continue to look
“Iﬂ puranolac us & victim and martyr,

EF—————
e Way for Brumbaugh’s Policies
N the people of Pennsylvania elected
- Brumbaugh Governor they did It
MI spproval of his platform, and
& expegtation that this platform would
as leginlstion. In erder to fulfl
fsts the Gowvernaor must have A
of the House of Tepresentatives
‘s In gunuine sympatby with the
¥ lodersed by the volers. Standing in
§r¥ furefront of his pledges s local
Jnllw measure ¢ s falr,

I nitely whers it stands.

u :“ m'_m
#ave to Lhem in nmminhw

'm 5
In the clrcumstances a rehonring s Impera«
tive, Thers must be no delay about 1t, More
than that. the inguiry must be exhaustive,
‘with  paretleylae  reference (o comparative
commutation ritos, and the charge that Phil-
ndelptila In being called on to pay for Mag.
niffoent facilities nnd servies futnished eles-
where, Lot |t be a fght to the finfeh, ‘This
question of diserimination has bean whis-
pared on the atreels too long. 1t muat ba
answered now. The elly wanta to know defi-

But pefdre the present commission |8 com-
potant to aet it mist prove besond question
Ita purity heretofore. Unless it doss thim,
thera ean be no propsr hearing of the [asue
untll & new and leas gullible body has bheen
appointed

The Coming of "Billy™ Sunday
“TYILLYY BUNDAY, known formally an the

Rov. Willlam A. Bunday, D, D, Is com-
Ing to Philadelphin to delivar his meosssges,
He s not coming of his own acoord, But in
response to un invitation from several hun-
dred clergymen. laymen and churches, Hie
messngo will gtartle Philadelphia, for some-
timen It s like the thunder and llghtning of &
mountain storm, although at others it in an
swoet and refreshing as a gentie apring rain
upon the lowland flelds, But it Is the mes.
snge of A Aliong man, & Tearlesh man, &N
utterly earnest man. However muoch psople
moy differ from Sunday, they invariably come
to respect him, becauss he [(u transparently
sincare and elamantilly simple. 1s preaches
the Gospel with all the vim and vigor with
which he umed to play haseball,

“Hilly'" Bunday must be Judged by resulls,
He in not n theologlan, and does not profess
to be n polished schoinr. Him words, and the
manner in which he delivers them, rivet the
nttentlon and grip the conscience, If a court
of could be constituted and evidence
submitted from the varlous cities in which he
has conductad ravivala, tens of thousands of
witneases would be willlng to testify that
under hin prenching the whole course and
character of their lives have been changed;
the chains of evll hablt were broken, the fires
of passion quenched, the craving for liguor

lnw

removed,

Employers of labor testify that the “Biliy™
ia worth supporting for
ita sconomle Influence alone, Warkmen be-
come sober, Industrious and ambitipus. They
hit the trail, and then without shame live a
religloua life, as If It were the natural and
only life to live. Men and women of every
kind, from the wealthlest, most exclusive and
highly educated down to the outcast and tha

Sunday movement

neglected. participate in the movement and
procinim thelr gratitude for benefits recelved,
None Is compelled ngainst his will to partic-
Ar Philadelphin s a city of generous
and broad-minded tradition,
cannot share the enthuslnsm of the meetings
will ungrudgingly give the right of way to

ipute

those who

those whao do.

Ona of thoe most noticeabla results of the
Sunday meetings elsewhere has beon a stu-
pendous interest in the study of Lthe Bible.
Within the churches and in outside and often
unlikely planoes a large numbaor of clusses for
bibllonl research are started, and in conse-
quence tens of thousands of men and women
Lecome more Intimately acquainted with the
sacred Book. And multitudes vow their lives
to fighting booze. If the results in Philadel-
phia are commensurate with those obtained
thin city will be stirred ns it
the days when George
Whitefleld preached In Ita streets. And all
good men and women will give “Bllly" Sun-
diy s hearty welcome, whether they agree
with all of his views and methods or not, and
will wish that his work may bring a great
moral stimulus (o the city.

in other plices,
has not been since

Sporadic Crime Wave

EPREDATIONS by what would appear io

be n well-organized band of safe-crack-
ers, operating In the heart of the business
section since the holiday season vpened, need
not of necessity be takon as® an indication of
laxity or unfalthfulness on the part of the
police and detectlve departments, As com-
pared to other large centres of popnlation,
particularly New York, Philadelphia's recard
from n police polnt of view has been excel-
lent the past two yeare. To judge correctly
auch criminal outbreaks time must be reck-
oned a factor and an avermge struck. That
the bhusy shopping seasons afford best oppor-
tunity for such feats of nocturnal dexterity
bas been demanstirated, and that, too, despite
the most vigllant exertiona of the guardians
of public safety,

Diverss Fate of Tmn Dcmom
HE Csar suppresses vodka, The French
outlnw absinthe. Kitchener warns the
Hritish soldier against drink. The Kulser

= et = —~ -
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AND VO(‘A’I'IDNAL L[FE

Education for Earning a Livelihood.
Patriotism Versus Taxes—Extension

of Vocational Training a Question
for the Next Legislature.

Ily NATHAN C. SCI!ABH'ER
atn Superinvendens of Fablie

H!’ﬁﬂ!‘ are cerialn rudlmnnu of an Eng-

lieh education which the puplls must ac-
quire in order o hecome adjusied to our
Ameriean clyiligation. Thess must he mae-
tered, It matiars not what vocation the Ih-
divldunl may enter In order to sarn a live-
ithaod., In every occupation the Individual
mhould know Wow to fead print and soript,
how 1o write a correct latter, how Lo reckon
in mnattars which come up in his line of work
or business, how to consult o map and grasp
A route of (ravikl, and how to Intarpret the
drawings which le at the foundation of our
Industrial life,

Moreover, avary wood school Inenleates car-
1ain  habits, without which the Individual
eannot hold a job or fill a position In any
industrinl establishmeant. Habite of punctu-
nlity and regularity, of acoumoy, veracily
and obedlence, of polltencss, self-contrel and
welf-restraint are acquired from the very sc-
tivitien and atmosphere of a good mschool
When the will entors into thess and makes
them the law of life they become the sohool
virtues, which lle at
Hucoess in vooitlonal life, 1t fs well known
that employers prefor boys who have been
faithful at school to those who hava played
truant and given all gorts of trouble to the
teachar and the attendance officer.

In the effort to teach the rudiments and
to provide sanitary school bulldings many
boards of school directors have gone to the
limit of their power to tax, And a8 moon
s n school bourd goos Into specialized forma
of voeational education the cost of running
the schools (s groatly Inereased. That tha
schools will need more money to establish
departments of agriculture, domestic sclenci,
tha household arts and manunl tralning la
well known to every student of education.

-
Whenes the Money?

Many rural districts find it diMioult to keep
thelr schools In operantion seven months, even
when nothing s attemnpted beyond the com-
mon branches, Munleipalities like Harris-
burg, Plttsburgh and Philadelphia have dir-
flculty in raising enough money to pay pres-
ent salaries and to give puplls an all-day
session In the high schools and In the rap-
idly mrowing sections of the clty. How to
got more money for an extenslon of the fu-
cllities for vocational tralning will be one of
the perplexing questions during the coming
seasion of the Lagslature.

The war tax which we are to collect in
time of peace will take $18,000,000 out of
Ponneylvanin and lessen to that extent the
pources of revenue which can be tapped for
educational purposes, "T'he corporations are
at present paying $12,000,000 State tax, or
almoat one-third of the amount which now
goes Inlo the Stale Treasury. With the rall.
roads struggling to cover thelr running ox-
penses and with an marked dopression in mont
lines of corporate sotivity, It = a difleult
tank to see llow more money can be mado
avallable from our present sourcea of revenue,

In o few places private benefnctors have
come to the rescus and given of thelr wealth
to ald In working out new phasea of edu-
cation. O, M. Schwab gave to Homestesd
a fine bullding with a splendid equipment
for manual training. M. B. Hershey donnted
a buliding for a consolidated school in Derry
township, In Dauphin County, It Is wsup-
plied with Nitered alr and the latest (m-

provements, and (8 eanily tha Anest rurml
mehool bullding In  Pennaylvanis. Charlen
Lytla Lamberton, Esq., a native of Carllzle,

but o realdent of New York at the time of
his death, bequeathed over 3200000 lo es-
tablish and maintain & school in his native
town for the tesching of Industrinl, mechan-
feal, technical ahd sclentific arts. Willlam
Harris Boyer, of New York, has done grenat
things for the borough of Halifax, where o
new school bullding, erected at his expense,
waa recently dedicated, Lat it bo hoped
that the day is not far distant when a rich
man cannot die in pcace unleas be has dona
the handsoma thing for the achools of the
community In which he spent his hoyhood.

A Sign of Patriotism

But the major portion of the revenus for
sclinol purposes is dorived from local taxa-
tlon, FPeople nre enthusiastic over vocational
education ap long as they can make the other
fellow pay the taxes. It In an unmistakable
sign of patrjotism If the cltizen cherishes a
willingnesas o pay a Just share of tax for
the support of the government and the edu-
cation of the people. An effort will, without
doubt, be made to make certaln forms of
vocational education obligatory, but It s a
question hoaw far such legislation can be
carried into effect unless new wsourcea of
revenue for school purposes can be pro-
vided,

Moregver, it should nol be forgotten Lhat
o pupll at the age of 13, 13 or 14 has neitheyr
the time nor the strength for many of the
forma of work in the smithy, the foundry
and the varlous other forms of work In lron
and pteel, The same s trup of many forma
of work on the furm. The most discouraging

tally the German brewers that If the way |
lasts slx months, they must cease using up
the grain. Is it sany wonder that ministers
npeak of the Eurvpean war as the grealast
enomy of the liguor trafo in the worha"r

tory?
But what about that twin-demon n

day school excorlation—the clgarette? ﬂo
English army welcomes it as & camfort and a
nerve quieter in the Nald. An American com-.

Pally presents thy Hed Cross Soclety with
lmUI tigarettes 1o sand to the fronl, And
the geninl head of that relief orgsunization
blegses the gift by arranging for lts delivery.

What & blow!
————r—————

It will net be & white Ohrisimas for Mr.
Thaw.

Parhaps some of the Counellmen (hink that

tengment dweliers should be saflafisd with
imronity baths

the hest siiateglate—they
mm mmwmm..

feataore s that the average advocate of vo-
calioni] education conslders w trade school
B good pchodl for his nelghbor’'s son, but for
his own son he desires a different type of
oducation,

With the small appropristion made by the
lust  Lagislature agricultural  departments
have been established in high schoals of 11
counties. Bvening schoola for mineps have
boen ssimblished and conducted In & numbesr
of places. Cooking und wawing have bean
taught with maat benefioent reaults in mec-
tions where the forelgn populstion is fn the
And & most

tha foundation of ail -
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aschools cannot be Kept far in advance of
the demands of publie opinlon, Publle sentl-
ment must be created to back up the school
leglalation which s put upon our statute
booke; otherwise the wisest lnws will be
and continue to be a dead lotter In the
school code,

AS THE SOLDIERS SEE 1T
Christmas at the Front—Friendly Interchanges
Among “Encmies.”

From the Kansan City Star,

HE soldisr moles af the two hrmies In

the trenches become more friendly with
each other as Christmas comea nearer, Dis-
patches from the war front in the Iast few
days have told how, in the intervals betweean
killing times, the men in the trenches, only 30
yarils apart, swap tobacco, shoot at marks,
sing for ench other, exchange newspapors,
and in other ways let the humanity In them
lealkk out,

One atory told how the British
shouted noross to the Germans:

“Give us a song,"” and the Germans sang:
“It's » long Way to 'Tlpporary,” and, after
finlghing It, called on the Britlsh for s song
and they, not to be outdons In courtesy,
sang: "Dle Waeht am Rhelnt

Another story was of 0 well betweosn the
trenches, the only wiler within reach of bhoth
armiey, and by mutual agreament, the British
first went and flled thelr canteens: then the
Germansa filled thelrs, and when all wera
supplisd they remenibered thelr business and
resumed thelr shooting mateh,

Does nny one suppose that those men, kill-
Ing each other all day, would not stop It
aulckly and go hack to thelr families, or thelr
sweothearts, and thelr work If they had their
way about it?

Imagine blue-eved, blond Hans and n Ca-
nadian Tommy mesting each other between
the trenches. After shaking hands & con-
versatlon something llke this takea place:

“Can you lend me a pipe of tobiacco ™ asks
Tommy.

"Bure)" Hans fumbles in his blouse, gels it,
hands it over and while Tommy fills his pipe
Hans anlos:

“Where are you from?"

“Waostern Canada."”

"Oh! Where they grow so much wheat.
T've read of the big farms opt there, ten
times asn big as my father's farm, and we
think in our country that his ia & large
farm."

“Where are you from?'

“From near Danzlg”

“That's over near whers Lthe Rusdlana are
Aghting you folks.*

“Yes. 8Say, why do You come away over
here, across the ocean to Aght us?

“Wall, wa are a part of the British Empire,
you know, mod you Germans are trying to
wipe us out of existance. Now why de you
want to do that?”

“Wa don't want to do that"

“Then why are youo fghting us?

“Recause vour British Emplre is trying to
push Germany off the earth.”

“Oh shycks! Say, Hans, (o be honegt with
you, 1 don't know why we're fighting.'

“Nalther do 1.

“1 do knew, though, that I'd Jike to be back
in Calgary for the Christmas holldays” He
fumbles in the inslde of his khakl blouse,
bringn forth the pleture of a pretty, roay
cheekod Canadian girl, hands It to Hans and
HUYH
“That's her."” -

Hans looks at it in admiration and brings
out from within hia blouse a photogrdph of a
charming German girl, hands It 1o Tommy
with the remark:

“Thera's mine”

“We were tohgve been married this Christ.
man,” eays Tommy.

“Wae are to be married next May" says
Hana.

vproviding you don't lsave your bones in
one ¢f these trubches. msu-mm
my own gun will kill yog™

“Gretchen would never forgive you (f she

soldlera

knaw "

1 woulda't want her to know It ¥ wauldn't
o e i
adu to t."
HWell, there's tha bm
wﬂl in Caas

CHRISTMAS STORIES

FOR YOUNG AND OLD

An Excursion in the Literature of Yuletide—Tales, Some of Them
Famous and Some Little Known, Which Breathe
the Spirit of the Season.

By FREDERIC A.CHILD

Prosident of tha Philadelphia Stary Tellar®

HAT would the Christmas-tide be with-

out Chrintmas storles! Surely it Is the
time of all the year when avery ons, young
nnd old. welcomes storles breathing the
Christman spirit, And to mest this demand
what a host of storles have been written! Tt
would, indeed, be almost hopeless to attempt
to make & list of all the Christmas tales ever
written, Since our own Washington Irving
told of "Old Chrlstmas” In England In his
“Sketch Book" or Charles Dickens produced
his “Christmas Stories;," their number has
been leglon. Yet, lext we be confused by
this great masa of Christmay storles, It may
ba worth while to attempt to cull out some
of the moat successful.

Recently several well-Enown story-tellers
were asked what they consldered to be the
best Christmas story for children. Surpris-
ing = it may seam, (he answer wans the same
in each case. But when the story they rec-
ommendod Is compared with other Christmas
stories, much of the surprise disappears. Hald
one: *“*The most popular Christmas story for
muany years In this country has been "Why
the Chimes Rang,' by Raymond MacDonald
Aldep. 'Thia story {8 told everywhere—in
schools and churches, Sunday schools and
other groups, told to young and old, rich and
poor. In fact, it has become a Christmas
classie.” And when the same question wias
put to thoge in charge of the Children's Da-
partmant of the Philadelphia Library, which
Is doing such a splendid educational work for
the children of Philadelphin, the aniwer was
the semoe.

Mystery snd Miracles

This story by Alden fs printed In several
editions of Christmns storles, It tells of &
little boy who through a great smerifice was
unable to attend the Christmas service in the
brilliantly lighted church, but how his gift to
the Christ Child was more acceptalile than
the gifts of kingm and nobles, and how con-
wequently the chimes In the tall tower were
heard to ring In testimony of Lhe gift's ae-
ceptabllity. This brief story employs the
supsrnatural in the mysterious ringing of tha
bells, It emphusizes most vividly the im-
portunce of cheerful sacrifice and charity In
the Christian lfe &s contrasted with the
glitter and show of the false concaption of
the Chrisilan spirit so common smong man-
kind,

Following clogely “Why the Chimes Rang"
in popularity are van Dyke's "“The Firat
Christmas Tree” to be found In that suthor's
“The Hlue Flower's Ruth Bawyer Durand's
“The Voyage of tho Wee Red Cap,” to be
found In & voluyme entitled “Children's Book
of Chriptmus Stories,” edited by Dickinson
and Skinner, In wWhich will alsa be found
“The Fir Tree" by Hans Christinn Anderaon;
“Ihe Golden Cobwebs,” by R. H. BchaufMer,
and “Tolneite the Nives,' by Susan
Coolldge. All of these ure appropriste for
young ehlidren, for in all, excopt van Dyke's,
the supernatural plays an (mportant part.
elther through the medium of eives and
fuiries oy through some other minifestation
of the miraculous,

For children to whom falries and goblina
are po lunger acceptable, stories deallng with
the arigin of the Chrivtmas Lrés, with the
origin of HSanta Claus and with storles of the
Chriat Child will be appropriate.

.Zlm

Lengoe. A

by Maxime Du Camp, to bs found in s vol-
ume entitled “Christmay Storlea From the
French and Spanlah,'* edited by A, Ogdan.

Another class of children's stories worthy
of note is the purely historical, telling how
Christmas was colebrated in the past. Anne
Holllngsworth. Wharton's *“Christmus  In
1776," to be found in "‘The Last Century Mald
and Other Btories for Children,” and “The
Firast New England Christmas,!’ In Stone and
Flekett's “Every Day Life in the Colontes*
are good examples of such ntories.

Dickens—and After

Without a doubt the most popular Christ-
mas slory among grown-ups ls Dickens' A
Christmas Carol” Dickens himself Lalls us
that “he wept and laughed and wept again'
over it, "and excited himself in o most ex-
teaordinary manner In the composition.” A
close second to the carol in popularity is “The
Chimes,”
had written & tremendonus work and knocked
the Carol out of the fleld.” The reading pab-
lir, however, has pot rendered ita verdict ae-
cordingly, Both of these storles breathe &
splirit of kindliness and good-will and a con-
sideration for the lesa fortunate. Who can
read of Scrooge's different visltatlons and nog
teel convineed at his sudden conversion, apd
who, reading thiy story, ls not affected much
In the same manner as the author, and Ly not
Inolined to weep and laugh and weep aguin®
Mra. Fezalwlg and Tiny Tim are housshold
words, and will remaln such as long as the
language is read.

The fashion set by Dickens has been fol-
lowed by many writers, some of whom hive

imitation of the machinery of "The (Christ-
mas Carol’ The Christmas story takos ita
inspiration feom the apirit of the tUme, &
spirit glowing with un interest in Life, Loye
and Heconcillatlon. The celebration of the
birthday of the patron saint of children, St
Nichvins, long sssociated with the celabration
of the birth of Christ, affords Inspiration
found at no other season of the yedr.

Entertaining, But Unfuir

It would, however, be too mueh to expent
that the wonderful happenings and sudden
converslons and m’nnellllun‘l of the usual
Christmas story ahoujd not meet with x cers
taln amount Of ridicule and satire, Ong of
the most succensful of these, carried out with
a close mdh g8 to the dream machinsrsy
of “The Chris Carol," is Frank Btock-
ton's “Htephen Bkarridge's Christmas,' found
In Ws “Story Teller's Pack” Blephen Bkar-
ridge Is a metond BHerooge whose cynlelsm
lakes the form of collecting his tenants' rept
on Christmas Eve, Where money Is not
fortheoming he conflsoutes personal pmm
A dream s closely followed by hix convers
glon in the form of most generous bounty.
The story ends with the question, “Have you
ever rend u sfory ke this before? And, of
gourse, the suswer In, “Yeu," Antiher such
story I George Ade's “"Mr. Payson's Satiel-

HEutertaining as these ure, porhaps they sra.
unfale, for the Christmes story s danen
a story of mirsculous happenings for .
dren and grown-ups: for childrensin ¢
more mature, grown-up moods and for &
eldern in thelr moads of childishness,

WHERE?
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concerning which Dickens sald ‘he

been able to prodiuce little more than & wealk

onl Chirlstman,” ro be found in his “1n Babel™ =
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