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fought over nearly fiies. The truth is that our Chrisall the territory of the Confederacy, 1 ian Presidcnt, Jt t2rson Davis, and
and in over 2.000 engagements, great I its generals conducted the war on
and small, won many victories whi::h 1 he highest plane of civilizition: that
,ur rank and file caught their spirit

THE VERY BEST.

unequal

contest,

astonished the world

A Grand Tribute to the Soilders
of the Confederacy.

FOUGHT GREAT ODDS
But Always Acquitted Themselves in
Way that Made Their Enemies Respect Them. Some Interesting
Facts and Figures from
Friend and Foe.

a

The subjoined extracts ahre taken
from the writings of Rev. J. William
Jones, who was first a private and
served In the ranks, then a chaplain
to the close of the war. These extracts
are ta'ren fIom Vol. XII, "Confederate Military History." The author is
now Chaptain.General of the Uaited
Confbderate Veterans. Dunng the
war he was fittingly designated as the
"Fighting Parson." Chaplain Jones
Is a man of marked ability, with both
pen ard tongue. He is a Baptist
minist'er. In his testimony before
"the committee on the conduct of the

Hookerwar," Major Geneneral
was affectionately
"Fighting Joe" hecalled
by his menand appropriately
uses this remarkable and emphatic
language:
su"Our artillery had always been was
as
rebels,
of
the
that
perior to
also our infantry, except in discipline,
and that, for reaEons not necessary to
army.
mention, never did equal Lee's
With a rank and file vastly inferior to
our own intellectually and physically,
that army had, by dicipline alone, ac-

quired a character for steadiness and
effliency unsurpassed, in my judgetimes.
ment, in ancient or modegn
We have not been able to rival it."
Now, we may fully accept the latter part of this statement of General
Hooker's as to the chatacter c the
Confederate army, without conceding
that it was due alone te discipline. It
was my privilege to be a member of
the army of Northern Virginia. As a
I followprivate soldier or as Chaplian
ed its flag from Harper's Ferry in '61
to Appomattox in '65, mingling freely
with the men in camp, on the march,
in the bivouac, on the battlefield, and
in the hospital. I knew its most cjnmade it my esspicuous leaderstoand
business know the heroes of
pecialrank
and file. I marched with
the
them along the weary road, bivauacked with them in the pelting storm,
went with them into the leaden and
iron hail cf battle, ministered to them
in the loathsome hospitals, labored
with among them in those glorious revivals which made well nigh every
camp vocal with God's praises, resulting in the professed conversion of
over 15,003 men; rejoiced with them
In that long series of brilliant victories
which have illustrated brightest pages
of Amerlean history, and wept with
them when Lee was "compelled to
yield to overwelmning numlbers and resources."

Since the war I have carefully
studied the cfficial reports on both
sides and everything that has bren
published which throws any light on
the history of that army. I am prepared, therefore, not only to fully indorse General Hookers's opinion of
the infantry of the army of Northern
Virginia, but to go further and say
that our artillery, though inferior in
guns, ammunition and equipment,
was always a match for that to which
it was exposed; that the men who
rode with Turner Ashby, Wade
Hampton and Fitz Lee, or "followed
the feather" of "Jeb" Stuart, though
greatly Inferior In mount and equipment to the Federal cavalry, were
masters of the situation on any fair
fields; and that the army of Northern
Virginia as a whole, was, in gallant
dash, steady resistance, patient endurance, heroic courage, and all other
qualities which go to make up the best
soldiers, not only unrivaled, as the
gallant general says, by the army of
the Potomac, but the equals of any
other army that ever marched under
any flag, or fought for any cause.
And I give equal honor to the other
armies of the Confederacy. The mnen
who defended Fort Sumter and Charleston and Savannah and Mobile and
Fort Fisher; who fought under Albert
Sidney Johnson, Beauregard, Bragg,
D.
Joseph E. Johnson, Hood, Stepen
Lee, Pemberton, Van Dorn, Price,
Diack Taylor, Kirby Smith, Forrest,
and
Joe Wheeler, John Morgau, who
others, were the peers of those
followed Lee and Stonewall Jackson
and deserve cqual praise. The world
never saw better soldiers than those
who composed the Confederate armies.
But 'we must utteriy repudiate the
reason General Hooker assigns for the
efficiency of the Confederate soldiers.
So far from its being due to '"discipline alone"-so far from its being
true that the Confederates were
"'vastly inferior, intellectually and
the
physically," to the soldiers on demother side it can be abundantly
onstrated that just the reverse is
nearer the truth, and that the world
never saw an army composed of more
superb material, intellectually, physically and morally, in all that constitutes what we call morale in an army,
than the armies of the Confederate

States of America.
But perhaps the best evidence of
the morale of the Confederate armies
Is their achievements, notwithstanding the Immense odds in numbers, resources and equipment against which
they fought. The population of the
Northern States was about 20,000,000,
while the population of the Confederate States was only 5,000,000 whites.
There were enlisted in the Federa)
armies, as shown by the ofnaial reports, 5,864,271 men, while there were
mustered in the Confederate armiesa
total of only 800,000 men. The blockade cut di the Confederacy from the
factories and general supplies of the
world and shut the South up to its
own scant rescurces; while the Federthe
als had not only only the arsenals, the
navy yards and athe shops of
government, and the numerous factories of the North, but those of the
whole world from which to draw thel:
war material. The Federal ai~nies
were equipped in complete style, thel
arms and ammuniition were of the
most improved patterns, their supplied
of every kind were abundant and ever
luxurious, their transportation very
superior and their telegraph, pioneer,
"secret service," and every other de.
partment of the highest etliciency
while the Confedrates were sadly defi
cient in all of these and, indeed,
lacked everthing save devoted patriotlm, able leadership and heroic hearts.
And yet, with these overwhelming
odds against them, the Confederate
ame for four years maintained th

In evidence of the high morale of
the Confederate army, a letter from a
who served to
gaillant Union colonel,
the end of the war, is here quoted as
it was rublished in the Southern Historical Society Papers (l. lX, pp,
142, 143), in which he says: "I take
pleasure in reading the Southern His-

torical Society Papers, and consider
them invaluable. They show conclunumbers
sively the great disparity of sacrifices
and the bravery and great
of the Southerners in battling for
their principles and for what they
honestly consider were their rights.
And I take a just pride, as an American citiz n, a descendant, on both
sides of my parentage, of English
stock who came to this country about
com1640, that the Southern army.
of Americans.
posed almost entirely
were able, under the ablest American
over
chief tains, to defeat so often thewhich
wheiming hosts of the North,
were composed largely of foreigners
to our soil." General Hockar, in his
this eletestimony, surely overlocked
ment, or he would not have testified
that the Confederates were inferior to
his people, "intellectually and physically," and acquired their superiority
in steadiness and efficiency "by discipline al:one."
But the point will be obvious by
the
citing the results of a few ofWhen
many battles as illustrations.
on account of the wounding of Gen J.
E. Johnson at Seven Pines, Gan. R.
E. Lee was put in command in Vir.
situation
ginia, June 1, 1862,for the
the Confedlooked dark indeed
erates. The capture of Forts Henry
and Donelson, the fall of New Or
leans, the capture of Nashville, Rnsnoke island and Norfolk, gave the Federals confidence of success and tended
to greatly dispirit the Confederates
The gloom had been somewhat bright
ened by the Confederate victory at
Shiloh and Stonewll Jackson's brilliaat
Valley campaign, which terminated
at Cross Keys and Fort Republic a
few days after General Lee assumed
command, But the situ-&tion was exMcClellan
ceedingly threatening, for
was strorgly intrenched with 11 5,000
men within sight of the spires of
Richmond and almost within cannon
range of the city. He had 10,000
more men at Fortress Monroe and

nas confidently expecting McDowell,

whose troops had been diverted by
the movements of Stonewall Jackson,

join him with 40,000 troops. Gen.
Lee to oppose this strong force, after
receiving all of the reinfozcements
that he could draw from every source
could only muster 78,000 men, the
to

commanded.
largest army he ever Lee
attacted
And yet, with this force
McClellan In his stronghold, and in
"Seven Days' battles" drove him
from every position and forced him to
take refuge under the cover of his
forty
gunboats at Harrison's landing,
miles below Richmond, after a sereis

of brilliant Confederate victories
which infilctcd immense loss on the
enemy in both men and material.
Gen. J. B. Kershaw, of South Carolina, publishe d some years ago a deeply interesting narrative concerning
"Richard Kirkland, the humarne hero
of Fredericksburg," a sergeant in the
Second South Carolina regiment. After the bloody repulse uf the Federals
at Fredericksturg, near the foot of
Marye's hill, they left their many killed and wounded lying between the
lines, and the piteous cries of the
brave men on account of pain and
thirst appealed to the sympathies of
the soldiers of both armies.-Kirkland went to General Kershaw, who
was then in command of the Confedsrates at that point, and said with
deep emotion :"General, I can't
stand this." "What Is the matter,
Sergeant?" asked the general. He
replied : "All day I have heard those
poor people crying for water and I
can stand it no longer, I come to ask
permission to give them water." The
general regarded him for a moment
with feelings of profouad admiration,
and said : ''Kirkland, don't you
know that you would get a bullet
through your head the moment you
stepped over the wall?" "Yes," he
said, "I know that I may, but if ycu
will let me, I am willing to try it."After a pause the general said :
"Krkland, I ought not to allow you
to run such a risk, but the sentiment
which actuates you is so noble that I
will not refuse your request, trusting
that God may protect you. You may
go." With light heart and bur'yant
step the humane hero, armed with all
of the canteens he could carry filled
with weer, crossed the wall, went
unharmed lirough the shower of bullets, which at first greeted him, and
reached and relieved the nearest sufferer, pouring down his parched throat
he life-giving fiaid, putting him in a
more comfortable position, and leaving him a canteen filled with water.
His purpose now being apparent, the
Federals ceased to fire on him, and
for an hour and a half, amid the
plauits of both armies, this angel of
mercy went on his mission from man
to man of the wounded enemy-his
comrades gladly filling his canteens
fr him and being prevented from
joining him in his labor of love only
by the orders against their crossing
the line-until all on that part of the
field had beer' relieved, It needs only
to be added--since "the bravest are
the tenderest and the loving are the
daring"-that Sergeant Kirkland so
greatly distinguished himself at Gettysburg that he was promo' d for
"conspicious gallantry," and that he
fell on the victorious field of Chickamaua, bravely doing his duty. But
e will be known in the annals of the
war as "The humane hero of Frederickburg," and as he had but a short
time before found "Christ in the
Camp," I doubt not that he wears
now a bright crown bestowed by Him
who promises that a cup of cold water
given in the right spirit shall not
lose its reward.
As for the treatment of prisoners,
despite all of the slanders that were
published against the Confederacy and
are still unjustly repeated the fact remains that Confederate records have
-te n searched in vain for proof that
the Confederate authorities ever ordered or connived at any ill-treatment
of prisoners. The Confederates did
everything in their power to mitigate
the suffering of prisoners and made
varicus humane propositions to that
-end, which were rejected by the Federals; and while the sufferings of prisoners were very great and the mortality among them fearful on both sides,
yet the oti~-al reports of E. M. Stanton, United States secretary cf war,
-.and J. K. Barnes, surgeon-general,
show that nearly four per cent more
Confederates perished in Northern
prisons than Federals in Southern
-prisons, and this notwithstanding the
,1fact that the Confederacy was deficient in food, raiment and medicines
for even its own soldiers, while the

in this, as in other direcmd stowed
morale.
and
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lofty
ions,
peculiar
rhe great English scholar and p-et,
Prof. P. S. Woseley, wrote the truth
n lines of blended strength and beaun his poem dedicated to Gen. R. E.
[ee, in which he tbus refe-s to the
outhern Confederacy:
her bear
'Ali realm of tombs: but lettimes:
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No nation rose so white and fair,
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