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the political forum and declare
the
lietorts that it contest betweenunderstand
ol'Southern Senators
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Sherman, In^alls private citizens, llo did
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"I assert, sir," said Senator Lamar,
'that no such letter is in existence, and
i n my opinion no such letter was ever
>vritten.
In saying that," he continued,
'
'I wish to disclaim here any reflection
*vhatsoever
upon the veracity of Gen.
Sherman. That is not my purpose*
1A'hat I do
mean to say is that he has
' hmmi misled and misinformed, and when
t lie truth comes before hiin that he has
' uade an assertion even
against a
c
enemy which he cannot sustain, it
^vould comport better with his
high
csharacter and position to
acknowledge
>im inadvertent and unintentional
t
than to change the issue before
t he American people and raise a
t
as to the charactcr of the Secession
'

»

political

injustice
ques,ion

' noveinent.

As a reason for his belief, Senator
naid that Jie had been throughout a
riend of Mr. Davis, and had been often
n consultation with him, and if Mr.
)avis varied his opinion from the
>eginning of the Secession controversy
o the end, and to their
importance of
naintaining the movement upon tho
:onscnt of the people engaged in it, and
lot upon any force, his most intimato
Viends were ignorant of any such
of opinion. No man had stood
norc tiruily than Mr. Davis
by the
that it should be a government
>ased upon consent, not force, through
ill tho eventful scenes of the struggle

Lanar

1

resoution

docrine

Hen. Sherman then was simply
No leltpr of the character
to was ever written by Mr.
for no such letter could hare been
written by entertaining the views ho
1 lid.

misinormed.
reerred

Da;is,

uuug, sir," said Lamar, in
the South, have sur
1
upou all the questions which ondered
1livided the two sections in that
}
We have given up the right of
*;he people to secede from this Union.
Wo have given up the right of each
5tate to judge for itself of infractions of
',he Constitution and mode of redress#
We have given up, sir, the right to
vme omcr

inclusion, "we, of

(

controversy.

'

our own

conrol
conroversy,
traitor prcsjnce
withjut

domestic institutions. We

''ought for them and we lost in that
'
hut no man shall in my

call Jefferson Davis a
my responding with a stern and

(

emphatic

denial."
Senator Vest said that the Senator
' ro.n Kansas (Ingalls) could indulge in
110 debate without becoming personal.
1
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oral terror. One of the offences
^mown to th<j ohl common law waa
* hat of being a common scold tho
Imnishment for which was a ducking,
^:Io would not, however, prescribe such
8 i punishment for the Senator from Kan*
slas. The Confederate Status, Senator
irest continued, were dead. The
1
who fought for the Confederacy
ctnd those who fought for the Union
'eilept side by side,
having illustrated
y vith matchless deeds the valor and he*
1 oism of both sections. Above them
' night be put the ancient
epitaph :
8in

solliers

civilization,

"The kuij;hts nrc iluHt,

Their swords sire rusr,
the quostion was not merely
Their bouIs with God, we trust,"
that the secession of the Southern
States was the result of a conspiracy. ® md with that there should be an end of

ShermanThat question,
/Ct

x

^oituriiiunj

t

as
1

iiuu

question

the Senator front Ohio
'

property remarKcil,

was

of historical truth, and was
to be ascertained and decided hy the
facts of history as read by future gonerations. Whether it was Mte conspiracy
of a few ainhitiouu individuals or the
uprising of a whole people to preserve,
a

'ii.iiiiiuiiiuus uuscussuin 01 me

issues

involved

in that terrible conflict, but the
Senator from Kansas sought to impute
'.0 Senators disloyalty to the oath tliat
1vas taken to^ the Constitution of tho
United Slates. The Senator had said
® hat he (Vest) had been in the habit of
illuding in u spirit of bonstfulnc6S to
1;he fact that he had been a member of
1 he Confederate Senato. It was not
',rue. The records would show that he
'lad made such allusions upon only two
(>ccasions.
Once in his eulogy upon
Senator
with whom he had served
Hill,
|
1 n the Confederate Senate, and again
( V in order to assume a full share of
'.he responsibility which was sought in
4;crtnin quarters to be put upon Mr.
1
The Senator from Kansas had said
1 hat he (Vest) had received his
1
from tho Governor of tho State of
Missouri, elected by a majority of
*
in a time of profound peace, and his
'

*

quarrel

1

they thought, their autonomy and
their institutions, was a question which
Mr. Lamar was willing should be remitted to the verdict of posterity. No Senator had kinder feelings for Gen. Sherman or more respect for his military sagacity or genius than had Mr. Lamar,
but General Sherman had been betrayed
by his feelings and by misinformation
into an allegation and charge against Jefferson Davis which he could not snstain, which no man could ever sustain
and which was not tho truth. That allegation was that he saw a letter from
Jefferson Davis asserting that if a
Southern State should seced<» from the £fleet'on was by a I.egislaturo electcd in
of peace. Ho would say now to
Confederacy he would put it down by "il,r>time
Q.rnln<-U<n It'WS.. /IT
as

tola

opposite.

military
assertion

military

Darin.
credenials
35,XX)

1

coercion of the Confederate *

mv

Government. There was no question of
historical fact in relation to the charactor of that movement as between Mr.
David nnil flrtn. Sliormnn

'

therefore
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:redontials to the Confederate Senate, as
ril«?o those of the United Statos Senate,
'lftd never been disputed by his own
and the Senator from Kansas
1vould know what ho meant.
The hour of 2 o'clock arriving the
1 natter went over till to-moirow, and
1,hn Chair laid formally before the
''
the unfinished legislative business,
being the inter-State Commerce bill, but
' t was displaced by a motion for tho con.
5lideration of executive business.

l

There was,
personal controversy between
Jefferson Davis and Gen. Shorn.an, but
there were some statements of a very
striking character involved, which
ought to be put on the official records
of the Government. Gen. Sherman
had produced resolutions passed by
Democratic Senators from Southern
States which were about to participate
in rebellion, in which they resolved
not just.

»

distinguished

]

statement,

established

<

V

*

conitituents,

aide tho. record, and when the Senator
from Ohio said thcro was no personal
controversy between these t\ro distinguished gentlemen his statement came
in direct conflict with the assertions of
Gen. Sherman himself, who, when interviewed by a representative of the
press in St. Louis with regard to Mr.
Davis' denial, refused to make a
saying it was a matter between Lawyers go to tho Mf.s6EHOXB ofdca
himself and Mr. Davis, not a matter for [>r Letter Heads and Cards.
A few dollars invested in Window
that they would organize a government the press. Its personality was
ft lass and Prepared Putty will make
called a Confederate Uovernmont and
General
Shorinan
by
himself,
house comfortable for winter. You
fixing the date; that a committee and the discussion that had been your
can find such goods at Speed A Lowry.
nhould be appointod, composed of brought up in the Senate could throw Subscribe for the
Mns.«enger.a
was
no

common
'

ollllt'N

from those of Uie North. lie would
have.given his vote silently on (he resolution had it not been for the remarks of
the Senator from Ohio (Sherman )
That speech was marked b}' flagrant inaccuracy in the statement of the issue
between General Sherman and Mr. Davis. The issue between (hose two
men was not that which the
Senator from Ohio had represented, uud
the issue between them had not by that
Senator been brought to the attention of
the people of the North. According to
the publication in the press, and which
went not only to the extremities of

progressing
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of fact whether (Jen. Sherman saw a
1 etler written by Jefferson Davis to a
senator now in the United States Senate,
ssaying that he would coerc ? a Southern
£Hate if it should attempt to secede from

publication

regarded

occasions
Senator
associates

JENET,

(mints

k
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disposition
Democratic
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within

fecl;
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light whatever on the linked, bald
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anything
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Senator

department.
controversy.
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Sherman
Governor
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controversy

controversy,
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Messrs. Davis. SI idol 1 and Mallory, to
carry into execution in the South the
plan adopted, and that other Senators
should remain in Congress so as to prevent any legislation that might hinder
or delay the proposed measures. If
that was not conspiracy what in the
name of God was it? (Jen. Sherman
had also produced a letter from Aleck
Stephens, the associate of Mr. Davis in
which Mr. Stephens says that Mr. Davis
had abandoned his States Rights doetrines, and that he was seeking to subvert
thevery Government established by the
Confederate States. The letter was captured in the hands ofllerschel V. Johnson, of Georgia, to whom it was addressed. Senator Sherman had seen the
original and knew it to be Stephens'
handwriting. Again, Gen. Sherman had
produced a letter from Mr. Davis to the
Confederate Congress marked "secret,"
kept, in the Rebel archives and found by
an officer of the United States
army
when Richmond was captured. In this
Mr. Davis had demanded the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus.
Senator Sherman asked should not these
papers be printed ? Did they not show
the motives that led to the groat civil
war? Did they not tend to show that
the probable termination of the
even if tho United States arms had
not suppressed it, would have been the
eventful establishment of despotism in
the Southern States.
Mr. Davis was now an old man.
Sherman did not desire to say
unkind of him, did not desire to
wound his feelings, but. Great God,
said tho Senator, will it over bo disputed
in this country of ours at any time
a thousand years that in the war and
before the war Jefferson Davis was a
conspirator and a traitor to his country ?
Never, I trust.
Later. Senator Sliprmnn i
"Whenever, in my presence, Jefferson
Davis is treated as a patriot I must enter
my solemn protest. Whenever the niotives and causes of (lie war are called in
question I must assert that it was a
causeless rebellion, entered upon with
bad motives, and that all the men who
led in that movement were traitors to
this country of ours."
Senator Lamar said ho had but just
stepped into the chamber and had not
heard the resolution read, lie presumcd it referred t<> the publication of some
papers relating to the war now on file
in the war department. *
Without knowing, ho said, the position occupied by his friends, he would
say that he had no objection to any
that would throw light upon the
true character of the movement for the

consideration

resolution
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pleas,

formation,
remain
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cars.

certain
Confederate
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|)hksciilms;
])anilie
railay

loyal

perfectly
according
patriotism
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destination.

to

*ble statement to men who had been on
the other side of the great controversy
to say that JefTorson Davis was an
man and a patriot. It did not
sound well to be told that, among the
people whom we were called on to
recognize as brothers united by the
bonds of cemented union, thero were
millions of people to-day that loved
Jefferson Dav's. It was not pleasant to
have that statement continually flaunted
in our faces, paraded on the floor of the
Senate, announced to the neonle bv Scn-v
tors who had taken the oath of allegiance
and had been relieved of their political
disabilities. Ho (Ingalls) had heard the
Senator from Missouri (Vest) frequently
allude with something of apparent pride
and satisfaction to the part he played in
the politics of the Southern Confederacj'.
There was no occasion for such allusions.
It did not concern the argument of
questions before the Senate, when no
appeal was made to the partisan feeling,
for Senators to rise, one after another,
and dwell upon the fact that they had
boon members of the Confederate Senate,
and that Jefferson Davis was beloved by
the Southern people, and that he had
been actuated by the sentiments of a
man of honor and a patriot.
Keferring
to Senator Vest's allusion to his
of the Confederate Senate,
Ingalls remarked that so far as the
State of Missouri was concerned,
Vest had not been accredited to that
Senate, as the State of Missouri was not
out of the Union. In the name of the
loyal people of Missouri Senator Ingalls
protested against the sentiments which
he had heard so often expressed by
Senator Vest. As to the intermediate
controversy under discussion, Mr. Davis
had called Gen. Sherman a li/»r. That
was the plain Knglish of it. In anv
between Mr. Davig and Gen.
Sherman, Senator Ingalls was for Gen.
Sherman, and so, he said, would all the
loyal people of the couu'.ry be.
Senator Sherman said that from a
ing of personal delicacy growing out of
his relations to one of the parties to the
controversy, he would have preferred
not speaking on it, but some Senators
seemed to treat it as controversy between
two citizens. It would be a matter of
surprise to Gen. Sherman that it was of
that character. Gen. Sherman had stated
that he did not know Mr. Davis
Gen. Sherman had by invitation
attended the reunion of an army post
and in the coursc of some impromptu
remarks, an renortod bv th« nr>wumn,.f^"1
perhaps correctly enough, said ho
Mr. Davis as not only a rebel but
a conspirator, and that he had seen
letters and papers while on his
inarch through Georgia, tending to show
that Davis while the war was
had abandoned his State's Rights
convictions, and had become practically
a dictator in the South. Hut there was
no personal controversy between Mr.
Davis and Gen. Sherman. Gen.
simply insisted on his right to class
Mr. Davis as a conspirator and a traitor.
Did that make a porsonal quarrel be"
tween tho two men ? Far from it. He
(the speaker) might as well bo said, in
the same way, to make a personal
with the descendants of Benedict
Arnold by repeating an historical fact.
Mr. Davis had written a bitter article,
not addressed to Gen. Sherman, but
substantially giving him the lie. General Sherman did not respond to that
article by any letter to Davis or to any
newspapaper. lie did the very
He was still in overy sense an
officer of the army, even though on the
retired list. He was subject to the
President's orders. As an army officer,
therefore, he properly gave to his
superior the reasons for every
ho had made. This he was
bound to do. When an officer of the
army, whether retired or not, had any
insult put upon him or any thing which
among gentlemen would reflect upon
his chnracter, his honor or integrity, he
was bound by his calling
to make
an explanation to tho proper
authority
to show that the imputation upon his
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