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HANGMAN'S DAY

A Written Statement from Him.

The Soceus nt the Gullowa
Lettera from Ayers to Webb,

Hxecution of Derry, the Wifs
Murderer, at Rogers.il ¢
He Protests His Ionocence 1o the

Las

6,000 People Witness tho Han. -
ing at Tazewell,

Honeyoutt's Confeseiop a Depial

of tho Charge of Murder,

-

From Knoxville Chraniole, Aug, 14, 1670
Yestenday afternoon, nbout 20 min-
utes past one o'elock, John C. Webh
died on the gibbet, erevted on the rafl-
romd lot near the Clinton Plke, to ex-
piate the erime of murder, committed
on the 5th of Maroh, 1574, when Itiel-
Reynolds died at the hands of two as-
sassine, o full detall of which wus giv-

e1 in the CARoNTCLE at the time.
.I'::irl_'\' .\'l-"trrllll}' erowds of ]-1-1!;5!:-
conld be seen ]l"l'--ill:: in frowm every
Or
turnpike, lending into the eity, was
thronged with men, women, boys und

direction; and every couulry roud

girle, some riding In wagons, some on
horscback and others wallting, and we
venture the assertion that among the
lntter were thonsands who eame muny
miles to satisfy that morbid appetite
Lo see a wan inuging in mid -air ot the
end of w rope, dying. Thus it was
that ere nine o'clock o the morning
the streets of Knoxville were crowd
ed with strangers. The jail was sur-
rounded by a dense crowd, und it was
with diffieulty that the
NINETY GUARDS,

which had been summoned by Sheriiy
Swan, could persuade the people to
Keep out of the juil yard., The hill-slde
adjoining the Turner Hall lov was fill-
ed with a living moess of humanity,
and Prince street, beyond Mualn was

[n_'rfm.'tl blockaded with homan be-
ngs, all anxious to see—what T a ful-
low crenture sufler nnd die.
FRESH ARRIVALS,
About ten o'clock the Maryville
train arrived with six conches and »

box car filled with representatives of
Blount county and ** sauth Amerien,”
while the ferry boat was kept busy
brioging others over from that side of
theriver, swelling the crowd consideris
bly,

sShortly after this the train om the
Kunoxville and Ohlo Railroad arrived
with 18 cars, crowded to their ulmost
capaelty with men, women, and obil-
dren, makiog a large crowd of itself,
say from 1,600 to 2000, the Inrgest mos
jority of whom at once repaired to the
place of execution

T0 GET GOoOD S8EATS

us we heard some of them express it,
and by 10:80 o'clock the hillside, the
rallrond track and open ground near
the gibbet was crowded with people,
s0 much so that the trait in pessing
had to go very slow sud Llow the alarm
usually given whien anvtlil 2z obstruets
the trnck. Wagons with . milies In
them were on the grounid ns early as §
o'clock in the morming, remuluing
there in the hot sun all day, merely in
order to have p goud reat, nud o place
close to the gibbet,

The trains on the East Tennessees,
Virginis and Georgin  Rallroad,
brought more recruils and by the time
the hour for the execution had arrived
the erowd wans belog estimated all the
way from

TEN 10 TWENTY WIIOUBAND,

Yet the majority of those expressifg
an opinion in regard to the number of
witnesses of the last struggle of Welli,
gave the number at about fifteen
thousand,

This Is traly a sad commentary op
the state of the moralsof East Tennes
gee, o be compelled to piante that ten
thotisanid people witnessed n hanging,
when bul five thousand attended the
fuoeral of such o muan as Ex-Presldent
Johnson,

THE LAST NIOHT,

Webb's wife remained with him until
about midnight, and sometlme after
ghe left him le retired to rest, request-
ing to be awskened in the morping,
which wus done. He ate & hearty
breakfast, remarking that this was the
st oppartunity to enjoy s meal,

Alter bireak fast Webb WS
vigited by Father Walsh,
Lis confessor, and some old ryewhisky
having been given hhm, his spiritual
adviser usked him not to drink, but he
floally dranlk.

Among the visiters who called upon
Lhim in the morning were Gen. Cooper
and Justios Ochs, He conversed with
the General in regard to Lils war record,
and with Justice Ochs in regard to bis
first trinl, e bid Mr, Oohs farewell,
and anid he did not think hard of
him, ns be bad only done liis duly
in binding him over to Court,

About ten o'elock the) prisoner waa
farnished n new suit of clothes pravid-
ed by his brother, and it Js said that

he used somie very bitter lnnguage
whan s razor was refused him, Fath-
er Walsh remained with him all

moralng, aud Father Marron hastoned

down to the Jall as soon as he arrived
on the 11 o'cloek traln,

IN 1'ME CELL,

About 1h minutes of 12

o'clock, m,,

|

hall  dozen deputies, sod the Age, |
Unnoxionk;, and” Chicago ZVmes re- |
porters, procecded to the eell of the |
condemtied msn  for the purpose of |
réading to him the Death Warrant,
| preparatory to his journey to the seaf

| Toaldl, Weblh was on bBis koves in
prayer with Fuathiera  Maron  and
Welsh, when the Sherlfl eutersil, and |
whs permitted to Quish his devotions
On rising from his knees, he earofully I
took ap the plece of rue on whiel he
had been Boeeling snd pliaced it In lts

proper 1-1|l."' nl the foot of his |
MBLLreEN, 3 cotlly as thoogh he
Tl nol o thought af duomt )y,

Indead o wis the ooolos

idan al the

purty, judging from Lis u !
Sherlil Swen himaell seemol some-
what s o el soone Lo inters

ALl 1
[ fere with his reading distinetly. Aner
hie had fintshied tho readiog, Webit e
|#ired 1o read the dovument himself,
and taking it from the glieriT rond §

:-1‘l||--r'lh-;_\' trom beginning to end ;
after which, he liftsd his bhaod con
| taining A crocifix, which had been

given Lhim by Father Marron, aod said,
‘1 awenr before God thot T am to be
hung anjustiy,” and « ol |
of ke untire, then kissad the erucifilx
|:|"l il to seal the oath,  Just before the
rendingg, bo hiad shiakon hands with the |
sherll and disavowed any hard foels |
inigs townrd him.  He wis then led out |
Into the hall, havdeulled, sod baving |
exprossed o diesire 1o gpesk to ,\,\'l‘l‘»-,l
his pupposed secomplive, was Ted 1o Uhe
door of his cell, Hecalled Ayers up |
to door and sald, "J-n-,:,-uu will have
pray mighty hard,old fellow, o got for-
giveness for all the men you have Kill-
cd—you will, old feilow." This was
ull his parting to his fellow  prisonets.
| Belug led to the door, he was jolned
{ by hils weepiog wife, who never lefl
his side from that moment oot the
Ml noose was adjusped preparastory to
|hisswing loto elernity. e was driv-
| en to the pliuce of execution T lnrgs
baggage wuzon, seated between bis |
wile nipd the Bhorlll, with #lx
depuities o the front and rear seats, |
uod abont fifty mors armed with
doubl reled shot guns following
the wagon, The routeof the lugubri-
ous cavaleade lay up Prinee street,
to Union, down Unlon o Walnut,
down Walnut o Asylom and down
Asylum to the place of execulion, ont
on the Clinton turnpike, between files
of puping, corioun siglitsseers, who
lined the walks, perehed on the fetees
npd Olled the doors and windows,
Al TRE BCAFFOLI

The prrangements were nll complete
for the reception of the sad cortege,
A rope had been stretchad some 100
feet from the seafluld as a eenter, form-
ing n barrier ngainst which surged the
crowd=by this time swelled to not less
than eighteen or twenty thousand,
The scaffold was a plain strocture of
seantling, mude in the old fashioned
way—two uprights with s cross-benm
averbead, the uprights braced, and
midway of the erossbeam a jstaple put
ta recelve the rope, while near by was
the coffin.

THE 0'CONNER ZOUAVES

Were drawn up ta the south of the
seafluld at rest, while on the hill side
overlpoking the place of execution
from the north snd west, were station-
ed the Dlekinson Guards, surronuded
by an Insmense throug, which covered
the entire hill gide, and looked on at
the (to them) rare show,

ssertions |

B

THE DEATH OF LIS BISTER,

and her burinl today, and that his futh-
er was expecting his (John's) body
that night. Webib seemed somewlint
silected by Lz, but soon recoversd Lis
cool bravado of demeanor. 1o & ques-
tion of Mayor Blaub, he stated thal he
hiad put all the statement he had 1o
mnke in the hands of G, Washington,
Eeq,, who would give it w the world.

A HIS WIFE

seemed to bear up very well until it
come to the Mnal partiog just before the
adjusting of the noose when she gave
wuy to bitter sobs and moans of an-
gguish, which were heard all over the
grounds, Just befors the noose was
ndjosted Webb stood up and shook
hands with the sherilf and said,
“You've got bold of the best old seldier
you ever had hold of ; you have,”" he
then bid the Hh!‘l’llrl{(ﬂﬁj bye—the lust
prayors were said by the spiritual st-
tendants, nnd Webb stood up on the
seat Of the wagon with the rope dang-
libg just over his heand, game to the
lnst.
HIS LAST WORDS
were ' Well I thank you all for cowm-
log out to see me huvg, I forgive all,
and hope God will f\lrlil-ti- me. Good
bye. God bless you!" to his wife :
“TI'H try and meet you In heaven,'
and finally, * I'm the best plece of
furniture that ever sood up here; 1
am.” The blnok cap was then drawn
over Lls foce, and the noose adjusted,
his legs tied, his bands hand-culfed be-
hind him, and without w tremor, or
perceptible giving way of that tremen-
dous physieal or brute courage charnc-
teristie of the man, John Webb stood
ready to step lnto eternity, The dep-
uties, clergymen, his wife, and all oth-
ers stepped down from the wagon,
The horses were started, nond in o mo-
ment more o shapeless bundle of
clothes, dangled under the beam—and
and Webb was Huna.
FINALRE.

The body swung back and forth twao
ar three times, and turped around with
the twisting of the rope, untll Sherifl’
Swan stepped forward and  took hold
of the legs and stopped the motion,
Pra.  Alexander, Drake and Molley-
nolds, lvluluplly hl!'ililr.'li
took note of the action of the
und bearl., The followiug 1s the

HECORD OF DEATH @ I
Hwusg off well and hearly at 27
minules past one, pulse 50, or there-

sbouts ; 4t each } minute the record
showed (Lhe following changes :
pulse—24, ; fluttering

and intermittent, 15, 20, 20 sud ioter-
mittent, &2 and feeble. At the end of
O minotes the pulse censed entirely,
The aetion of the heart was percepti-
ble for n minute and & half nfterwards,
when It censed also, and at the end of

KNOXVILLE, TENN

forward and l

& - | T |
Sherlfl Bwan, sccompanied by one- |15 minutes he was pronouneed dend;

and st 49 minutes past one, after hang-
ing Just 22 minates, the body was tak-
en down and plaeed In the coffin, the
Hmbs compased sl cap removed,

The femtures were not  distorted 1o
Llhie Jenst, and ople o slight diseolorns
tion perceptible abiout the neek from
Lhe wetion of the pope,  The coffln was

wonent nifade, Hosl with whilte, and
whs with the remnlns enolosed, tutned
over 1o the friends who teok them
to Avider ooty an the 4 o'dlock |
frmln T fovkersien, |
And =owns thie law vigdbepted (7
il veugemoee teken e the nuarder
fofl Rivhora Reyvolds—and the ened s

nar el
INUVIIENTS, |
Quite nn excitement was ridsed st
e JUEL e The procesdlngs i_\ hie
Tomugtention of o Ast Aeht, outside The
ropes. Ve wuard  brought their

shint
otk of them coclk-
destruction ;| wor
s Peatiiel, men shouted, howle
ated whidstled, and things looked omit |

pins ton presenl

LAY i

lwovs

ous lor o riof It was soon guelled

owever, il the hanpgiig | LLe sk
A sbort titae slior the gallows

wis uver, atd the multitade had o

prersed, B oA cnme inon great iurn |

to L hie aftiee of vne our lesding hy-
slefuun, and pegquisted 1ils gervjoes im-
medintely for hils danghter, who hsd
been enciepfe, and un the exclte-
e wnd fatigue of the day hn sbor-
theen bimed resnlted He lved several
miles sway from the ity and he, with
Dol ddmiighites snd othier memlners of the
fatnily, had, notwithstnnding hier con-
i W, cote Lo see the hnpginge. 'This
wiss pie of the sickening features of the
ome which humunity nuturslly

WEHND'S WHRITTEN STATEMENT.
The the stateanent
written by Webl and placed in the
hawds of George Washiington, Esyg.,

following s

ud wbove referred to:

“The first boginnlng of the
for whiich now I am under sentence of
tleath was on the first Monday in
March, 1874, 1 receive a letter from
Faster Brown and Joseph Ayers which
informed me that something was on
the bourd, T knew Hrown yery well,
and he wanted me to meet him and
Ayers at the head of Poplar ereek on
the Sd of Marcli, 1874, as they had
some particular bisiness, I went to
the place to see what was on  haldy
aid abont 10 or 12 o'clock that night
they came to the gate and hallowed.
I told them to come in, when HBrown
came in and sald be had a friend with
him that had come a long ways to see
me, I asked him who be was, but he
did not say for some time: at last he
asked me if I'had got a letter from
him and somebody else. T told him
that I had, when he said that is the
man who is with me. 1le then said it
was Joseph Ayers. 1 went out
where Ayers was, and Brown gave me
an Introduction to him, and Ayers
sild snid that he had come a long

chase

Lo

wavs to gee me, and that Brown had
told him all about me.  Then Le told
me his business. He said he was

getting up a crowsd of K, K. K's. to
go and whip an old rebel and make
him leave the country, and that he
would give me a good horse, saddle
and bridle if T would go with him and
help him give him thirty-nine laghes,
I told him that 1 would go up, and
asked him when we wounld go.  He
said for me to the same place the next
night, and he would have a man there
that would show me the way to wlhere
the crowd would meet,  lle said that
he wonld be there with a large crowd,
when I asked him where was the horse
that e was going to give me, and he
says I will give you this blue horse
which T am ridipg, and he lighted a
mateh and showed mwe the horse. On
the next night I went to the same
place, and a man came up and cealled
my name and shook hands with me,
I told him that T did not know him.
He told me his name, aud then pulled
u letter out of his pocket and said this
will make yon no me.  The letfor was
from Joseph Ayers, telling me to come
with Dave Dunean, nd hie would show
me the way to the llll‘t'lillg grnmnl.
where he would be, and would tell mo
all the natur + and particulars.  On
the morning o0 the ith me and Dun-
can started and went on to the upper
end of Clintons, andd be sald that he
had some particnlar business to seo
to, and for me to meet him at the
bridge in two hours. 1 went down in
Clinton to John Martin's and got my
dinner and then went down into town
to the grocery and got some whiskey,
then 1 went up to the bridge and Duan.
cnn was there, and we went on to Bull
2un, and about one mile from there
we¢ came to the crowd on top of the
Sebon point, this side of Bull Run
eroek. Thore was Joseph Ayers and
Lum Ayers and Foster Brown and one
more man,  We all set down on a log
and I asked them if that was all of
thelr crowd, and they said it was all
that thoy wantedl.  Ayers pulled out
a roll of money and connted oub three

the other man one of the other piles,
and offered me one pile. T told him
that 1 must know all about what they
wias going to do.  Ils answer was
this: “We are going to kill an old reb
el to-night and burn him in the house,
for he Killed my fatber,” and Le told
me all about what they was going to
do, T told him that if they was going
to kill him lint 1 was going back, for

| b Kk to Clinton,

|
life, andd I wns going back.  They all
bowgaed me very |nl\r11 to woon with |
thein, but 1 told them no, 1 was going
back if life lasted. When they found
ont that I wus going supe, they all
stopped me and said that i T wonld
not tell on thom that they would go
on and Kill kim. 1 told them that
I should not tell nothing, and for them
to doo just what they pleased, but 1
thonght they had better let that part
of it alone. I started baok, and 1
went just a8 fastas T oould.  Truna|
part of the way 8o a8 that 1 couli get
I got to Clinton n

few minutes before the sun set ; 1 went
to John Martin's and they asked me|
whera | had Leon gone so long, that |

they had been down in town hanting
for me. 1 tald them that T had been
jnst straying around: and supper was
ready by that time, then Jolin B, Wit
and Joseph K, Webh came in and we

all sat down ta supper, and all of us

et supper, and eat together, and stay-

ed there all night, and eay break(ast

together next morni I stalil there

Lill about 8 or O o'clock the Gth.

I told my sister that T thouelt that 1

would go out to Samuel 1« ||'l--r'~-n|'si
and I might eome back and take the

train that night; but as 1 was on my

way out to Henderson's, about lalf
oy 1 was r-1-.1-;u--l by Dave Duncan,

anid he asked me where 1 was going ;

I told hitm where 1 had started, and 1

asked Lim what—

[ Webli's mnnusctipt end= abiruptly
[ here, but he rogtinued with « verbul
statement to Mr, Washington, ta the
effedt that Dunean bad told b that
Ayers wanted Dutiean kitl
(Webl), and that Ayers lind ngreed to
pay I Iredd

vommit the deed.—lon=. ]

1o lim

e one i dollata to

SOMETHRING ATOUT THE YL,

When Webhib's wife first nrrived she
enlled on Avers and nsked him i he
hired Johnu to kill Reyoolds, when
| Ayers replied that e Kpew noihilng
L about It wliktever. Mherif! Swan in re
Tabinnz the incldent 1o us; stated  that
B fedtsatlstled that be did, haviug the
documipents dn his  pockel o prove lis
gullt, Weasked tosee the documents,
i were shown the two letters #iven
below, W understand, however, that
the counsel tor the defense prononues
thvse letters us o forgery, aod thint they
will eall for than todany, But here
fre the letiers -

SMARCH TH T 187

SMeJ IWelils

“Dear Sm—1 have been Informed by
Mr. Brown that you airone of the old war
hoys and will do to depend on 1 write
vou this in order have a interviow with
vou and if you will go with me to help
KK Kaman § will give your own price in
money or land My land lays in lickory
county Mo. he is a rebel and ha (killed
my*) fither and it you will meet me and
Brown where Brawn has said 1 will sat-
iafy you for ull trouble and more too i
hav got plenty of money md plenty of
property sl o full store and § will give
vou vour own price.  We will be bere
'h‘\' I orll o’ Em']\ that nite,

“Yours truly
JOSEPH AVERS,

“*You will find me ono of truest K K K.*

*In tha orighnml thirme words pre erssed

“Mapou e d 1574

“Miui., Joux Wrnn you come with
dave duncan and he will show you the
way to where we will meet then 1 will
give vou all the procecdings | have plen.
iy of whiskey and i will have one Hunp-
dred dollars In money for vou and i will
give you a bill of ale for that blug horse
that | showed you the other night be
sure and lhring two good pistols with
you nnd I you halut got o rig It dont
matter for'i linve got plenty of black
muslin  be sure and come and we will
have good times and | will stisly you for
all more too

“please tear this up
“You will find me one of the truest K
KK “JosErH AYERS"

Hnuging of Herry nt Hogersville,

Rogersville was nlive yesterday with
witness the execution of
William XNlicholus Berry, the wife
murderer, the particulurs of whose
crime, tvinl and conviction our read-
ers are familiar,

Thecrowd began to gather as enrly
as Thursday moroing, aud last night
all the inps nnd boarding houses were
crowded to thelr fullest extent, but
this moroing began to swelllin earnest,
and the publle roads and byeways
leading iuto town from all directions
were thronged with people of nll ages,
eolors and conditlons, und at an early
hotur every nook and corner seemeil to
be jammed with an fmpstient mnltl-
L de anxious Lo ses the “sight.

Good judges estimated the crowd at
five thousand people, which was per-
haps one of the largest ever asscwmbled

in Rugersville on any ogeasion, All
| the counties sround wero largely rep-
reseuted, and many from Lee and
| Beott counties in Virginls, snd from
“over on Clingh™ they eame on masse,

In company with one of his covnsel

we viglled Berey's cell Inte Thursday

peaple o

Riies | piles and gave Dunean one pile and | evening, aud found there Father Mar-

rion of Kknoxville, spenking witn the
| doomed man abiout bissplritual condi-
I tlon, and advising him, If he were
really gullty of the erime for which
he was condemned todie, to make n
full confestion of the same, and not
die olinging to a falsehood, nod thus be
unprepured o meet ln peace that Be-
ing who knows the seciots of all hetrts,
and from whose unerring Jodgement
there s no appeal.
ASBERTS INNOUENCE.

I had never done such a thing in my ] Berry positively asserted Lils inno-

|-'un:l-l

.+ WEDNESDAY., AUGUST 18, 1875,

cence, and «
gullty of
W

colared he was in no wiy
tuking the life of his
‘Afe. The priest told him that
the proof  wnd  public  opinion
Waa very strong sgainst him, Berry
repled by saying, I know it is for
they have sworn les agninst me, but
never mind leét the world have the
whole mutter as it will, God has it
vight and in that great day it will he
sevn that an innocent man bes boen
put o death.”  After afow words with
Herry ubout his youngest daughter to
whom hie{ Berry bseeted imuch attnelied
the priest bid him sy affvot fonate fa
well saying that he had done all he
for him and would return to
Knoxville early this mornitg to Ry
with and comtort Waebb {0 s Ins
hours,  Berry seoned
GREATLY AVFEUTED,

soctutiedy se Lhat we took our lenwve, bt
Liefore purtiog with hilm be requested
s to return tils morning ns be wished
Lo painke hibs Tust stnde « which be
desired 1o be I-I|i-l|—1 d i the news.
papers of the country: We then bid
him gaod night prowdising hin to eall
In the morning which iy and

lnst

wae
Wikl Do bl the follow ing
INTERVIEW
Reporter —Good morpine Mre. 1er-
Fy, how nre you fecling tocainy ¥

Berry—1 nm fesling  very Lty
Huad such prins in my head and  sids
that T eould not rest st nll through the
mght, in fot, my henith Juas no
givwd for several months,

Reporter—How linve you been puss-
g nway your time in your vell ¥

Berry—Most all of my time hus of
lute been consomed in reading my 13-
ble and in earnest pr
Ciodd thint He might pardon
fead mie Lo that bright aod
world  above, I have now found
pedve with my Lord, and bave no
fenm of dylng, for the tronbiles of this
world are many, and [ feel willing
and rendy to leave my prison cell
Reporter—Mr, Berry, did you reslly
urder your wife, or woere you in auy
way eonpected with the smine?

Berry—I positively did not kill my
wife or have angthing 1o do with |t
I any shape or form, 1 always loyv-
@l lier, and never -]---kll but twi cross
words to her fn ol my life, although
she belng very high temprered, aflen
suid harsh things (o me, but 1 woull
gO on paying no attention to her,

Lieirny

e nod
happy

]tn-’mrl--r—'l‘in-n Mr. Berry, sinee
youdeelure your lnnocence so positive
Iy, cun you tell me who you think

perpetrated the fendisl dewd ¢

Berry—My skirts nre oloay bl
mae Glodd, o this my dying hooar, bt 1
have alwnys belleved the orime was
committed by my  father, Patay Dit-
son, Jumes Melerin, Hannali Borey,
my cousing and Honderson Borry, my
hall brother, 45 my fathor and others
of the party numed had threnienad o
kil her o various oonssions.

WO

Repmrter—How about  1he recent
stutement of your lirll[j.!fll-'f" wlin di-
clares you mundered your wife with

yYour own hanpds?

Berry—she wis seared into suchi n
=tatemient by my father and othoer ene-
mies of my=eif and famwily, They also
promised 7 shie would turn oealnst ma
they wonld get upr s petition for the
pardon of ber husband, who was sent

to the State prison sotne tHime sgo for
stenlinga heg, May the Lord have
merey  on the poor  ehild undd

mardon her for o falseliond so great, 1
[nm‘c- tried to raise my ehildres right
Liut they hnve sll turned out very bad-
ly, exeept my vouncest daughter who
was alwaye quick to mind whntever
mysell of her mother told her to do

Heporter :—="My, Berry, do gou real-
ize the fuet that you are Lo dis on the
ullows before the setting of the =suu,
nud thit Jv s of the utmost importance
to your soul's eternal welfure thst you
tell nothing save the truth 2"

Berry i—"Yes sir, [ do, 1 kuow Lhis
body of mine will soon be cold and
lifeless, nud I Inok for na pardon from
homuan bhands whatever, aud my
Maker has alrendy pardoned yoe for the
many sins 1 have commitied npnlost
His holy law. I give vou o truge stote-
ment of Lhe unfortuns utlair, k
ing that grim death now looks mwe in
the fuoeand that nothing unelean shinli
enter the house of God, and that all
liars shall burn everlastingly In 1hat
luke of fire and brimmstone,’

Reporter: Tell us something about
your past life, where you were born,
your nge, occupation, and so fourth 2

Berry: 1 was boru in this county,
nnd wus forty-five years old the 1tth of
lust December. 1 went to school but
little while young, sud the most of my
edueation 1 received by bard nnd faith-
ful studdy after T was full grown,

was conseripted into the Cone-
federate armuy durlng the war and
ut in Col. Rueker’'s regiment, (en,
"vgrum'n brigade, which I deserted in
July, 18635, when Bird and SBanders
made thelr rade thire' East Tennesses,
and went bome to my wife who was
then very siek. Bince the war I have
trigd to live » peaceable and quiet clti-
zen, attending to my own business and
letting the aflairs of others alone,

W

LEAVING THE CELL.
The hour for the execution having
arrived, we left the cell, bul before

lenving he thanked us for the Interest
mauifested In his behall, and wid
he wanted us to have everything pul-
lished be had given in hls conversn
tlow, nnd that he should make no re-
marks at the gallows, for the peopls
were s0 prejudiced ngalnst him that bis
words would probably do him more
bharm than good,
STARTING FOR THE GALLOWS,

At 10 o'clogk Bheritl’ Spears took the
prisloner fram his cell and placed him
in o wagon, which contained a plain,
though neat walnut cofiln, snd with n
lie uvy ].;IJ:“"] o each side, started of)

for the gallows one mlle southeast of
town, followed by n duttse crowd, von-
talnlvg about 5,000 persons, and upon
soming to the deslguated i, wWe
found st lenst 2 000 more awaiting the

arrival of the doomed man, which
made in all, about 7,000 peopla on the
ground; more Lthan one-hull of the
whole number were women and chil-
dren.,

THE GALLOWS

was a rude structure eonslsting of two

er to Almiglhty |
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upright pine poles, joined together at
thetop by nthivd of the same materinl,
The wagon contalniug the the' prison-
er wian dreiven under the crods beam
abfiftesn minutes past eleven.

HEMARKS BY THE MINISTER.
AL Burry's request the Rev. Mr.
Hurden, of the Seconid Preshyterian

Churel, of Rogersville, made o few
very approprinte remincks, and  otlered
tupn furvent prayer in the prisoner's

Delipdf,

HE MADE No SPEECH,
But spent sbout ftesn milnutes in
ldiding fmrewell 160 bis kindred and
wequsintarces, wssuricg sl that he

was folly prepared, willing and even
nnxiows 1o leanve the wicked, unfriend-
Iy world, aud hoped  that wonld

et bim I thnt Neavenly test.

1
nil

THE MURDERED WIVE'S BEROTHER.

Amony the per=ons withh whom he
shobk hahds was his miacdersd wife's
brother, who scemed deeply allected.
Berry jonnifestend a grent deal of
feeling, and the tears rolled froely
lowt his thin dheeks while convers-
g with hissfrivpds, Lut as soon ns he
wis through tulking with them his
care colsed o Oow, snd without ps-

wier

istanee he deliberately pped upon
Fhe wagon sent with as hiappy s coun-
tennneens we ever siw abid while the
Sherill’ was ndjusting the noosearonnd
bis neck he rolled his lurge blue eyes
up in the Sherifl®™  fmuee, and said,
“ How do you feel nbout this?'' To
which the Sheritl replied, * Very bad-
¥, Niek M

FHE KXOT TITED

The inl Koot was tied, the Llack
effp denwn ol wll things made
rebdy when the deomed man quietly
slgonified his willinguess 1o the Sherifl’
to die, the whip cravked, the horses
mioved forward, nod at precisely 6 min-
utes to 12 his body wis dangling in the
nir,

on

HIR LAST AUDIBLE WORIZ

were T now bid this world ferewell
and hope to mest you in that bhetter
worlll sbove where parting is not
known,”’

He struggled very little but seemed a
long time o dying, in fact the physi-
oluns did not provounce him dead un-
UL T minutes pust 12, The body pe-
mained hanging 1n all 82 mioutes,
when it was tuken down and dellvered
to friends who had promised the un-
fortunnte wan ot his enrnest regquest 1o
burey it wlong side of his murdered
‘\'l‘l‘-

Nonrly nwe rybody wus of the opin-
lon that he woulil acknowledge his
gullt under the gallows, byt {n this
they were dissappointed, sud we heard
 number say, after seedng that Lo had
Lheld out to the lust, that lie wus not
gullty, ihut he moay bave Leen inno=
cenbalter wll, but be this a8 it woay,
the proof was all against him, and
very Ilarge majority belleve thut he
utidoubtedly prrpetrated the crime for
which he w ns e nteneed to die.

OPFINIONE OF THE PURLIC.

Muny belleved that the reason why
Berry did st confess waos through
pure mulice towurds his father, broth-
wr aod the others whom he implicated
fs sbove stated, s the murderers of
Lis wife, while uthers thouight that he
biad told #o many fulsebivods about the
uffulr thut Le really believed lie was
then telling the truth.

Vake ltall (o all thia s one of the
most wxtraordinary cuses (n oy re-
spects whileh ever catoe 1o our hotioe,

While we are o strong bellever in
capital punlehment, for certaln high
ortmes, at Lhe same Hme not express-
Ing our opindon as to bis guilt or in-
novence, we do think the proof should
b st positive from withesses o' un=
doubted varicity, before nny should be
vondemned to death, for it Is batter
that many guilty should go unpunish-
el thay one luneeeut man die such an
Mot ions deaut b,

II Berry o cpearud 1 v oyjulet, deli-
cute, luviliostve King « wan, with
! mer trses of e brutst vivious what-
ever to Le found in s eomposition,
but f P whut his neghbors tell us, 1s
wou' - seemn he was only human in
in For it i vlalmed, some time
| tot nrdering hils wife, whom he
{ hind swwaru to protect, that e killed his
lown son, and theu declared ho was

| kicked to death by a mule ; und more
than all, If possibie, it issaid he became
#0 depraved and Jost o every humane
sense, that he regularly lco-habited
with his own daughiter.

Hanglug of Boneyeuttl at Tazewsid.

The quiet and rural little town of
Tazewell, early Fridny morning, be-
came alive with huomansbelngs 1o wit-
ness the execution of Ausnins Honey-
cutt, the murderer of Thomss Ausmuns
in January, 1574, Many bad come
from " miles away" Lo see the prisoner
launch his frall bark on uncartain
waters, and to look at the living man
for the lust time,

GUARDS FORM A LINE.

At 11 ¢elock the guard, consisting
of Aty men, fell nte line 149 front of
the Mayers' House, and was marehed
to the jall, & bloek distant, and ook
charge of the prisoner.

MOVING TOWARD THE GALLOWS,

AL L2 o'elock the procession moved,
iy the followiog order: A two-hormse
wugou, precoded by a portion of the
guard, confaining Honeyeutt, his
coffin, ete,, amd the Reve. Creliffeld

nnid CGreer, followed b_\.‘ Bherlll .‘ll.t:.‘-t.'l’!‘
1

sl deputies, encireled by s guard,and
|-'. g0 10 Lhe rear wos o lurge coneonrss
[ I s also 1o the plght, lelt wud in
front did the eitizens oling 10 grest
nuhers, AL T250 o'elack Lhe process
rathered within 1 closure al-

litted thew, o rope ehclrellng the gals

THE GALLOW

Had boon erected, last rﬂll.aullab, i

' Avademy Hollow, porth of the town,
I upon both sides the gronnd rose

(Continued on Eighth Page.)




