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POSTMASTERS BY MERIT 

Some time ago Postmaster General James A. barley 
announced that he would ask congress to pass a law put- 
ting all postmasters under civil service. Since then noth- 

ing further has been heard from him on the subject; and 

now a Republican, Representative Albert Carter, has 

taken the postmaster general at his word and has intro- 

duced just such a bill. 
“This business of carrying and servicing the mails, 

says Representative Carter, “is one of the most important 
functions of the government. I am at a loss to see w hy 
anyone would object to having this service placed on a 

merit basis.’* 
The ordinary taxpayers will find very little to quar- 

rel with in this view. Whether Mr. Carter, Mr. barley, or 

some other statesman eventually puts the reform through, 
it is a thing that is badly needed in the interest of the na- 

tion as a whole. 

MORE SOVIET BUSINESS 

The first dollars and cents fruits of Russian recogni- 
tion are beginning to be reaped by American business 

men, according to figures just issued by the U. S. Com- 
merce Department. 

American exports to Russia during February, it de- 
velops, totaled just less than $1.500,000—which may not 
be an unusually high figure, as exports go, but which 

compares very favorably with $321,000 in January.^ and 
which is nearly three times the sum recorded for Febru- 
ary, 1983. 

Not all this increase, of course, is due to government 
recognition of Russia. Part of it undoubtedly reflects the 
general rise in business conditions. 

But there is, nevertheless, justification for the be- 
lief that recognition is ultimately going to mean more dol- 
lars in the pockets of American manufacturers. 

— 

REASSURING MANEUVER 

There is something exceedingly reassuring about the 
United States fleet’s departure from the Pacific coast for 
Atlantic waters. 

During the last year or so we have heard a great 
deal about the danger of war in the Far East. We have 
been asked to spend a huge sum in putting our navy in 

tiptop shape, the idea being that times are so unsettled 
that we can’t tell just when we may have to use it. 

But this movement of the fleet is a pretty good sign 
that the situation isn’t as bad as it was painted. 

The government would not pull the entire fleet 
around to the east coast if it had any reason to believe 
that it might at any moment be called on to fight in the 
Pacific. The movement ought to do a great deal to quiet 
our fears—and, incidentally, to help quiet the fears of 
other nations as well. 

RARE OCCURRENCE 

The riots in Minneapolis, following discontinuance of 
the CWA work there, were singularly tragic, and the ac- 
counts of them make very depressing reading. 

And yet their occurrence merely serves to emphasize 
the fact that we have come through four very difficult 
years with an amazingly small number of such disorders. 

The endurance of many citizens has been strained al- 
most to the breaking point. Yet the country, on the 
whole, has been extremely orderly and long-suffering. 

Riots like this one in Minneapolis have been the ex- 

ception. not the rule. 
This being the case, it is the duty of the authorities 

to lean over backward in handling such outbreaks. 
America’s unemployed have earned the right to lenient 
treatment when they do kick over the traces. 

WHIRLIGIG 
NEWS Behind the NEWS 

(Continued Pram Pkge One) 

from one of the central states If | 
he has a particular candidate he's 
keeping it dark but he says the 
man should come from Illinois, 
Indiana. Michigan or one of those 
states rather than the east. 

Everett Sanders’ closest friends 
expect him to drop the G.O.P. 
chairmanship shortly because of ill 
health. 

When Sanders was rashed to a 

Pittsburgh hospital recently he was 
a far sicker man than was adver- 
tised. He is pulling through, but his 
physician is said to have strongly 
recommended that he take things 
easy for a while. 

• • • 

RHYMES—There is more than 
one way of spreading the New Deal 
gospel. 

Amateur poets daily flood NRA 
headquarters with their verse and 
suggest that it be made into a Blue 
Eagle theme song. Most of it is 
pretty sour. 

But each rhymster gets a cordial 
! letter of thanks for his "timely 
verse" with expression of a "hope 
you will continue to spread this 
propaganda in your community." 

• • • 

COOLING — Japanese big navy 
men are hot and bothered over the 
rapidly bettering relations between 
their country and ours. If this sort 
of thing keeps up they see all 
their fine plans going a-glimmering. 

They’ve always used America as 
the big bad wolf that made a big 
navy necessary. Now with Foreign 
Minister Hirota receiving such cor- 

dial responses from Washington, 
they see themselves made faintly 
ridiculous. 

• • • 

Hirota s diplomacy is seen by in- 
siders directed not against foreign 
nations, but at the Jingoes in his 
own country. He quietly settled the 
army's hash not long *go when he 
arranged matters with Russia so 

that nothing could ha|/)en in that 
direction. Now he’s taking the wind 
out of the navy's sails In his deal- 
ings with America. 

In the six months he has held of- 
fice Hirota has practically re-orient- 
ated the whole national attitude of 
Japan. 

i « t 

AGITATION—The state depart- 
ment has heard of a probably dis- 
countable new Moscow organization 
called the "European Workers' Re- 
vival Committee.” It's purpose is 
said to be sending of specially 
chosen agitators to Britain, Switz- 
erland Holland, Belgium. Austria 
and France to work with their so- 
cial. democratic and labor parties. 

The idea is of “automatically 
driving them into war with their 
neighbors, each war to be followed 
by a civil war.” 

The committee is reported ready 
to grant funds of 150.000.000 for 
each country where results show up 
after a reasonable period 

• • • 

PAGANS—The slate department 
also learns of a fierce war about to 
br launched on Hitler from the 
Vatican The Pope is having a 
White Book prepared in which all 
of Hitler’s violations of the Rome- 
Berlin Concordat will be recorded 
for w’orld reading. 

The Catholics have been quietly 
waiting for the moment to attack 
and now. say the informed, they're 
going to cut loose in a big way. From 
now’ on the Nazis will be called 
"pagans in good Vaticanese. 

• m • 

NOTES — Pres. Vincent of Haiti | 
wants the American financial 
stranglehold loosened but Roosevelt 
cau l set aside the treaty Enorm- 
ous expansion of federal ageneies 
has brought fat profits to the Wash- 
ington telephone concern_The 
Home Owner* Loan Corporation has 
struck a tremendous gait...Every- 
body's borrowing.. The senate probe 
of munitions concerns is expected to 
fortify the administration in shut- 
ting off arms to scrapping Latin- 
American countries.. .The House 
committee Investigating propaganda 
may tackle communist intrigues in 
California.. .Congress listening-posts 
report rapid spread of antl-commun- 
ist sentiment throughout the coun- 
try ... A fierce subcellar struggle is 
on to shut off investigation of the 
country-wide telephone network. 

NEW YORK 
By Jatnes McMuiltn 

RUSSIA—New Yorkers interested 
in promoting Russian trade are 
decidedly active behind the scenes. 

Negotiations hit an unexpected 
nag in the Johnson bill forbidding 
’redits to nations defaulting on 
their debts. Originally that wasn't 
intended to apply to Russia and 

I 

Out Our Way.By Williams 
^mmammmmmmmmmmm—mmmmmmmm—mmmmmmmmmmmmmmHBHI■■WmmmmHiMHm• 

I the Export-Import Bank appealed 
to have a dear field. But now—for 
diplomatic reason*—its been of- 
ficially decided to include Russia. 
The point was to make it less ob- 
vious that the bill was aimed dir- 
ectly at France. It's understood 
nere that the state department 
strongly recommended such camou- 
flage. 

The problem of burrowing unikn 
this barrier is complicated by ur> 
necessity for face-saving on both 
sides. The Soviet government ca.i t 
afford to concede officially any 
payment on Czanst or Keren ky 
debts or on damages arising out of 
the revolution. Neither can our 
government afford to concede op- 
enly that these debts are largely 
unrollectable. 

• • • 

METHODS—So a strictly private 
organization—with the highly un- 
official help ol people connected 
with the Export-Import bank— is 
being mobilized to do the hidden 
spade work. Those interested are 
outlmistic about damage claims by 
corporations. That's Just a question 
of getting the Russians to pay a 
deliberately inflated price for ;he 
products they buy. The difference 
above the normal price will be sp- 
oiled to settle the claims. Officially 
Washington will know nothing 
whatever about this arrangement- 
ditto for Moscow. 

Will the Russians agree to tnis 
surreptitious levy? Experts belie, e 

they will in order to foster trade 
relations. The precedent has al- 
ready been set. One large Ameri- 
can corporation obtained complete- 
ly satisfactory settlement of its 
own claims some time ago in 
precisely this way. 

The Kerensky and Czanst bonds 
present a knottier problem. The 
Soviet government has already 
helped (though the bondholders 
might not agree> by quietly buy^nii 
:n a number of the bonds at de- 
fault prices in carefully conceiri-o 
transactions. This will probably 
continue. 

It is possible that a large part of 
the remainder will be balanced off 
against Soviet claims arising out 
of cur Siberian expedition during 
the war. 

• • • 

FRANCE—France evidently didn't 
bel.eve the Johnson bill meant 
what it said. The French have 
nearly exhausted the IOOOOOiKK) 
guilder loan arranged through 
Dutch sources and need more help. 
So they recently approached their 
American banking connections and 
asked how about it. The said bant- 

I ing connections are taking nc 

[ chainces of incurring Washing* n 
wrath and referred the inquiry to 
the state department. The answer 
—a> expected—was a firm and vg- 
orous No. The bankers were priv- 
ately Just as pleased to have the 
government let them out. 

Local authorities predict that the 
straw to break the Doumergue 
cabinet's back is likely to develop 
out of the attempt to force a wai.e 
cut on the French railway worke*-» 
This measure is pressed could 
easily lead to a general ratlwav 
strike which would dump the fat 
in a sizzling fire. 

GOLD—Recent figures on gold 
lasses show clearly how the gold 
bloc is gradually being driven *o the 
wall. In the past year Switzerland's, 
gold holdings have dropped from 2,- i 
354.000 000 francs to 1.710.000 000. aj 
loss of 32.3 per cent. In the same, 

period Holland's gold has shrunk 
from 956 000 000 guilders to 786.000 
oofr—down by 17.7 per cent. Holland 
has also nearly the whole of 70.- 
000.000 guilders in foreign exchange 
which it owned a year ago. 

French holdings of the metal have 
declined from 80.417.000.000 francs 
to 74 613 000.000 This is only a lews 
of 7.2 per cent but at the patr.e 
time its holding* of foreign ex- 

change have collared fro- 'our 
billion francs to only one billion. 

Exchange experts agree th t it 
can t—and won t—be long now. 

• • • 

DEVALUATION—Strong r. ere 
from grain circles will shortly be 
added to the committee for the na- 

tion's plea for more rapid devalua- 
tion. The president is due to be told 
—from quarters hitherto silent 
that wbp’t -rir* i>n»n •'*•*(»' * *>*■ in 

for a damaging drop unless the gold 
price s rai'ed very shortly to $40 an 
ounre. 

• • • 

PRESSURE—A number of Stock I 
Exchange finms—not satisfied with 
— 

the trend toward softening the 
Fletcher-Rayburn bill—are urging 
their employes to bigger and better 
efforts to help kill it. Here are 
significant extracts from a ctrcu.ar 
distributed In several houses. The 
circular Is unsigned—perhaps in 
case it falls into government hands. 

“We must not become too opctmis- 
tic but must redouble our efforts 
from now on ... The time has come 
when all true, straight-thinking 
Americans should protest the action 
of this small group that Is attempt- 
ing to strangle individuality through 
governmental control of finance and 
industry. 

•This will be accomplished only 
by 100 per cent cooperation of every 
employe ... It is up to every indivi- 
dual as a patriotic citisen to pro- 
test ... They should also solicit the 
assistance of their friends and 
tradespeople to do likewise. 

“Should this bill become a law, 
it will undoubtedly lead to imem- ‘ 

ployment. distress and suffering, j 
Very likely it will reverse the trend 
toward recovery.” 

Petition forms are attached lor 
the use of -friends and tradespeo- 
ple.” 

• • • 

SIDELIGHTS—New York has more 
investigators and observers in Wash- 
ington currently than Washington 
ever had here—even at the height | 
of the senate investigation ... Eu- ) 
rope is more interested in American ; 
security markets now than ‘t has 
been since the first of the vear ... 

Technocracy appears to be staging 
a comeback in the middle w«“t ... 

New York has learned that 
Scott has picked up a lot of speak- 
ing dates out then* 

(Copyright McClure Newspaper 
Svndicate* 
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TEXAS TOPICS 
BY MTMONB BBOOKB 

A meeting o: tae interstate com- 
mission on conflicting taxa'. *1, 
further to discuss uniform sla'e 
taxation policies and the division 
of the field between federal and 
state taxation, is expected soon by 
Sen. Ben G. Oneal of Wichita 
Pails, Texas and Southwestern 
member of this commission. Sev- 
eral past meetings have been neld 
in Chicago ana in W'ashington 

• • • 

One theory of tax policy con- 
sidered by the national commission 
has new but arresting aspects. It 
is that in the collection ot such 
levies as the gasoline tax. all the 
collecting, and all the machinery 
fo- collection, should be In charge 
of the federal government, witii 
the proceeds allocated in part back 
to the states. 

Whatever good or bad about tl; s 
it would have the effect of reliev- 
ing the states — all of them — of 
very heavy losses on interstate 
goods which is beyond the reren 
now of state levies. 

8ich a federal system of collect- 
ing taxes for the states might pos- 
sibly remedy such a situat:«n as 
the exoort of Texas natural gas, fhf 
state being able to levy on only 
1-7.' the ultimate revenues of the 
product—and able to collect that 
only out of the Texas revenues on 
the natural res-ource. 

Compt. George H Sheppard nai 1 
filed with the slate board of edu- 
cation an estimate showing the j 
total annual revenue to the (the 
public school fund to be 128 1 80.009. 
Out of this, the buying of text- 
books for tree use has been budget- 
ed at $1,384,343 for this year. 

On the estimates. Compt. Shep- 
pard estimated the revenues should 
be sufficient to meet this years 
$6i per capital apportionment to 
th.* 1.575.742 scholastics, and $1 per 
aapita to the unpaid apportion- 
ment 

Besides t^is total of direct rev- 
enues. the legislature has appro- 
priated *3 000.00 a year general 
funds for rural aid. 

Chief sources of the 28 million 
revenues include; 

Ad valorem tax to schools, $0 
000 000; poll taxes. $1,000. 00; oil 
taxes $3.250 000. gasoline tax. $7.- 
0 0 000: cigaret tax. $’ 300.000; in- 
terest on bonds, $1650 000. 

• § • 

A sidelight on a political race 
is that E Re\ Waliler of Trinity 
county, who announced for slat* 
treasurer, is Edward R. Waller. 

Edwin Waller of San Marcos ‘s 

W Amonp IJs Girls 
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known over the state from several 

political campaigns he has made 

The new candidate decided on 

"Rex” to avoid contusion with the 
other Waller. The two men are but 

distantly, it at all. related. 

| Quotations 
Wives influence their husbands 

much more than husbands their 
wives.—Lady Astor. 

• • • 

Dignity is like a perfume; those 
who use it are scarcely conscious of 
it.—Queen Christina of Sweden 

Barbs 
_ 

I 

A Chinese womens bank In 
Shanghai was opened with prayer, 
but It isn't known whether the 
prayer came from the bank offi- 
cials or the depositors. 

a • • 

8lngers do not live as long as 
others, generally, says an insurance 
statistician. There still is Justice in 
this world. 

• • • 

Pres. Roosevelt's son, Franklin, 
was fined $30 for operating his 
District of Columbia-registered au- 
tomobile In Massachusetts beyond 

the 30-mile limit. Perhaps he didn't 
expect to stay at Harvard that 
long. 

• • • 

Footprints discovered in Wyo- 
ming are believed to be those of a 
dinosaur, unless Camera happened 
to have been around here. 

A British scientist says it’s 25 
degrees warmer 12 miles above the 
poles than it ia 12 miles above the 
equator. Pick your own vacation 
spot. 

While Admiral Byrd keeps hia 
lone vigil observing the weather, he 
might also try to figure out why 
people talk about it when they have 
nothing to say. 

* 
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SOW laO OR WITH THE STORY 

CHAPTER XXX 

I SMITHSON BILLINGS waa In 
I* Havana. It was tba Aral week 
>f March and so hot that Cuban 
c*norap and their daughters were 

»eginning tc long for the time 

when they could don the light 
aimeat that the mad tourists 
vnre throughout the winter. 

Billings was going to pay an 

»tber visit to the woman who. he- 

'ore ber marriage, bad been Con 
’cpclon Villaverde y Bianco. He 
<new that unless you traveled the 
ame road many times yon could 
lot be sure that every stone had 
teen turned over. Then be waa go 
ng to Key West again to hunt np 

the filthy old crons called Angela. 
And thia time he would eee to It 
that ehe did not escape him. He 
felt n curious and comfortable 
•tense of having at last set out on 

the right course. 

He whistled aa be dressed on 

that early March morning and for 
some momenta he studied the pat- 
tern of colors on the tiled floor 
The pattern was made by sunlight 
-lifting through the colored glass 
of half of an inward-opening 
window. 

As a child, visiting bis aunt, 
Billings remembered gaslng into n 

remarkable kaleidoscope. He bad 
toved to watch the changing pat- 
terns which a twist or a shake of 
the object produced. The colors 
nt the tiled floor made him think 
of that kaleidoscope. 

He adjusted bis tie carefully, 
studied his face in the mirror and 
then assumed the expression which 
be thought most becoming — a 

rather fierce expression made more 

impressive because bis bead was 
thrown back and his shoulders 
held high. Billings liked to look 
like n man who waa not to be 
trifled with. 

He etudied himeelf for eome 
minutes, bands in his pockets and 
then out. He frowned, assumed an 
expression less severe, nodded and 
then smiled. There are few of u* 
who do not occaelonally tndnlge in 
such manifestation* of human 
frailty. 

Then be went down etaire to hie 
breakfast, stopping on the way to 
buy a newspaper that was printed 
In English. 

• e • 

IJ LADING while he waited for 
the food, he eaw on the last 

page of the newspaper that there 
was to be a prize tight at the end 
of the week between the Juaalto 

of whom be bad often beard and 

one Al Gatea. bailing from London 
Billings decided be would take in 

the match, then turned to another 
page. 

The fight was to be at La 
Miraflores. a club run by million 
alrea It would probably oe a 

rather restricted affair but Btlling- 
was sure he could gain admittance 

An American strolled into the 

dining room, proclaiming bis na 

ttonallty by his shoes and clothing 
and that baste that cannot be for 
gotten even In leisure He saw 

Billings and paused beside bis 
table. 

"American?" the newcomer que* 
tloned. with an eye on Billings 
tightly encased shoulders and 
Grazlatl-tatlored clothes. 

"Yes *Mn* morning." 
"Yes. bat It'* going to be a 

scorcher again If I know anything 
about It” 

"Likely. "It down, won't youT 
"Thanks My wife takes her 

breakfast in bed and 1 don't like 
eating alone, oven If 1 read the 
paper At borne she gets up but 

she says she's on a vacation now 

1 guess she deserves It. You know 
bow bard It la to get help We 
haven't bad a cook for more than 
10 days in the last 10 years!" 

"Too bad.” Billings agreed 
solemnly “It's the same with me 

and my wife 

The stranger ordered ham 
eggs, a pot of decent coffee if you 
have any." and hot rolls. Then 
he sat back In bis chair "What's 
the news?" be questioned, bis 
ayes on Billings newspaper, now 

folded beside tbe steamed carafe 
Billings told Mr Gartslde— 

whose card be had taken to slip 
Into a case as be banded bis own 

card across the table—that there 
was to be a fight. 

• • • 

MR. GARTSIDE had known 
that and said be was going 

If he could manage it 

"Ever seen this Juanito?" be 
asked. Billings shook bis head. 

"Well, he's the queerest looking 
fellow for a Cuban you ever laid 
your eyes on. Blond as they make 1 

'em Blue eyes, too." 

“That so?" Billings asked. His 
face was losing a little of Its 
morning thickness and he leaned 
across tbe table. 

"Does he have any relatives 
here? 1 mean this Juanito?" 

“Well, they say an old woman 

back in tbe country claims him 
as her son but I've heard that’s 
Just a story. Msde up for some 

reason. 
“Is that so?’* 
"Yes. Funny place. Havana." 
• »• 

"By the way. what’s your line. 
Mr. Billings? I'm in plumbing. 
Newark’s my bom*. 1 suppose 
you've been In Newark?" 

"Many times. Fins, progressive 
city." 

"A city of beautiful homes." 
said Mr Gartslde heavily 

They talked in a desultory way 
after that and finally, with prom- 
ises to meet again soon, separated 
Billings went outside where oe 

ordered a fotlngo to take him to 

Jualto'i gymnasium of which 

Mr Gartalde bad told blm. He 
rather oppressed on the trip; 
bated exercise 

The visit gave blm no reward. 
Juanito was not to be seen and a 
barsn voiced product of the Bow 
ery ordered Billing* to "Speed up’ 
Speed up’* After that the earn* 
voice ordered blm into a chamber 
where be was mercilessly pans 
me led. subjected to ice water 
from a large nosxled boas and 
otherwise tortured. Billing! re- 
turned to Havana utterly limp end 
angry over his failure. 

'My God!' be thought lurching 
from side to eide In the taxi eab 
and mopping hia brow. “My God. 
that waa fierce!' 

• • • 

TIE ate a light luncheon and. el- 
*-* though still very ancomfort- 
able. pursued bis quest The boy 
at the counter spoke English. "By 
the way.' Billings said after eom« 
conversation about the weather 
"what’s the name of the mother 
of this Juanito. the big fighter* 
Cm a newspaper man and 1 
thought 1 might get a story oet 
of her. You know people like to 
bear of a mother’s influence, which 
—take It from me, kid—may be a 
beautiful thing!' 

The boy at the counter, who bad 
picked up his English from roving 
Americana, agreed. "Sure!" He did 
not. he said, shaking hie bead, 
know the name of Jaantto’s 
mother. But. he added quickly, he 
would be able to And out. 

The boy cam* back, announe- 

tng that the name of Juanito’e 
mother was Julia. She waa called 
Tla Julia and she lived out near 

Cienfuegoa. It was some distance 
but oo* could easily make the trip 
and It waa a trip worth making. 

"All right.' Billings said care- 

lessly as be Jotted down some 

notes in the small book be car- 

ried. Then he bestowed a tip and 
turned toward a spot from which, 
at a cool, ehlnlng-topped table, he 
ordered a dry Martini. 

He was going to Ctenfugoe to- 

morrow. wild goose chase or not 

But the next day’s dawn was 

pink and purple and by the hoar 
when Billings opened bis heavy 
eyelids rain was falling. It was 

cold, too—on* of those amazingly 
abrupt changes of temperature 
that are typical of warm countries 
having occurred during the night 

Going to Clnefuegoe on each a 

day was out of the question. Bill- 
ings must, he knew, go there as a 

sightseer who happened In a casual 
visit to stop to talk with the 

neighbors of Tla Julia. He wished 
fervently that he know the lan- 

guage he heard on tb# street* 

through which be sometimeg 
strolled, swinging e recently on 

qulred cane with rather too many 
flourishes. 

Billings dressed with many 

groans, being acutely stiff H# 
his breakfast at 11. When tha 
skies cleared e bit. be decided, b* 

would go to Morro Caatl*- He bad 

never been there and It waa on* 

of the things that, in Ha 

■imply had to be don*. 

(To Be CobUssmU 


