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NE year ago today the United StatesOlffiplilMk formerly declared war against Ger-yfjff- W

niany. We are still at war and to all

Hr appearances the enemy doesn't seem to
I I WW have suffered much from our activeMjjfB participation in the struggle. She has

in fact made great gains in several di

rections. Of course there is another and more likely speculation the
contemplation of what misfortunes our worthy allies might have suf-f- fi

fered, had it not been for the substantial aid and comfort we have fur-

nished them during the past twelvemonth. No one can hope to even
estimate the extent of our generous contributions to the great cause
in this respect.

And so, in all fairness to ourselves, America's participation in the
- war thus far must not be measured in terms of the numerical strength
' of her fighting forces within the zone of battle. The fact is that the

past year has been mostly a period of preparation for us. All the
many delays and disappointments encountered, and the serious conse-

quences resulting, were the price we had to pay for our utter and in-

excusable state of unpreparedness when we assumed to engage in the
conflict.

Whatever else we may have accomplished during the first year of
the war, we have at least succeeded in revealing ourselves in our true
light. And what surprises have been in store for us what strange
things we have witnessed! Our faith in our own native invincibility
has been somewhat shaken. We have become more circumspect in
our ideas concerning our natural prowess and state of preparedness.
We no longer applaud the extravagant assurances of men like Bryan
that, were this country assailed, a million men would fly to arms over
night. It never occurred to us in times past to inquire where they
were going to find the arms, assuming that a million men were ready
and willing to fight. But we have been at war now for a year and the
number of volunteers have fallen far short of the million mark. To
raise an army of respectable proportions we have been compelled to
resort to the draft,

sAnd then when we had mobilized a million and a half men for
training we suddenly discovered our shortage of arms and equipment,
with the result that thousands of the recruits had to train with broom-
sticks instead of guns, and to add to our national chagrin, the new
cavalrymen practiced with wooden horses and instructors of artillery
made use of wooden cannon. It was indeed a sorry situation and' our
traditional pride was pricked. The great nations abroad were too
sorely pressed to enjoy a laugh at our expense, but we realize now
what a narrow escape we had from being made the laughing-stoc- k of
the world. Who was to blame ? The great American people, primar- -

w ily; but they have learned their lesson. Things are now on the mend
and it is to be hoped that we will soon be prepared to assume a proud
position along the battle front.

In other directions we have made remarkable progress and some
of our achievements have actually astounded the world, not to speak
of ourselves. The concentration of practically unlimited powers in the
hands of the Chief Executive, the unprecedented appropriations for
war purposes and the apparent ease with which the necessary rev-

enues have been thus far raised, the unanimity of Congress in the sup?
port of all the President's war measures, and the fine spirit manifested
by the people and the press in all matters affecting the welfare of the

$ gt "rnment, these demonstrations of the ability f the American
people to rise to a great emergency have redeemed the Great Republic
in the estimation of its own citizens and of all mankind, and made it
a name to conjure with in every quarter of the globe.

But even so, we have round ourselves far from perfect in many
respects. Much of our apposed sentiment has been nothing but

sham; we have been too theatrical in many of our undertakings; we
have been profligate in our delegation of powers ; we have been too H
ready to forsake the fine old traditions of the Republic and accept 'H
the fool sophistries of the new school of doctrinaires that has arisen; H
we have been guided by our whims in many instances, rather than our H
wisdom ; in short, our sporting blood has been aroused, but we have H
yet to settle down to a steady pull. And in return for such foolishness H
we have reaped what we in part have deserved the insolence of of-- H
fice, a serious curtailment of the rights of free speech and the press, H
and a motley assortment of patrioteers and profiteers of all classes H
and conditions who prey continually upon our pocketbooks and peace 11
of mind. We are-stil- l far from being an orderly, efficient and earnest M
people. America has not yet hit her stride. M

ANNIVERSARY OF NOTABLE EVENTS. H
2 HIS day, April 6th, happens to be the anniversary of a number M
VfrJ of the most sweeping events in all history events that have had M
a distinct though perhaps indirect bearing upon the all absorbing issue M
that is the chief concernment of the whole world today, in that they H
have greatly accelerated or retarded the march of Civilization and M
contributed to or against the cause of Christianity itself. Americans H
will always have cause to remember the day, for it marks the entrance jH
of the Great Republic into the world war, an event more fully ob- - H
served elsewhere in these columns. But there are additional reasons H
why Americans should regard the day with particular and permanent H
interest: H

It was on April 6, 1776, that the Continental Congress resolved to H
throw open the ports of the colonies to the commerce of the world, H
"not subject to the king of Great Britain," and that "no slaves be im
ported into any of the thirteen colonies." This was a determined step H
in the direction of human liberty, and the most drastic move that had
yet been made for the absolute independence of the colonies. H

It was on April 6, 1789, that Washington was notified at Mount M
Vernon of his election to the Presidency of the Republic he had done
so much to found. There is no parallel in history of the unanimity of H
this election. Although men of all parties and policies implored him H
to accept the high office, it was with strong reluctance that he finally
assented to their wishes. His message of acceptance, addressed to
General Knox, far surpasses all similar utterances in its remarkable H
mixture of high resolve and humility of spirit. It is worth while to
note these words, uttered one hundred and twenty-nin- e years ago to- - H
day: H

"I tell you in confidence (with the world it would obtain little M
credit) that my movement towards the chair of government is accom- - H
panied by feelings not unlike a culprit going to the place of execution ; M
so unwilling am I, in the evening of a life consumed in public cares, to
quit my peaceful abod. for an ocean of difficulties, without the com- - M
petency of political skill, abilities and inclination which is necessary to M
manage the helm. I am sensible that I am embarking with the voice M
of the people, and a good name of my own, on the voyage, and what M
returrts will be made for them, Heaven alone can foretell. Integrity M
and firmness are all I can promise. These, though the voyage be long M
or short, shall never forsake me, though I may be deserted by all fl
men ; for the consolations to be derived from these, the world cannot M
deprive me." M

Then, on April 6th, 1862,.. the battle of Shiloh was fought. Here fl
it was that Grant, surprised at the outset, by a marvelous exhibition fl
of stubborness and strategy turned apparent defeat into a decisive M
victory. His star was already in its ascendancy ; it was beclouded by fl
this battle for a time Halleck having assumed command, after Grant fl
had turned the tide, and claiming all the glory for himself but the


