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HAVE longXI lowed the
ous activities of
Wil1 M- - Cressy

1 . II wltli more than
ll'affr"1 "''r passing interest,

thoroughly enjoy-
ing his presentations at the Orpheum
from year to year and being a devoted
reader of his refreshing contributions
to the Bridgeport (Conn.) Life. And
although I have never had the pleas--i
ure of making his personal acquain-
tance, I havo always held Mr. Cressy
in high regard, believing him to be a
man of many parts and above all, a
keen observer of men and affairs in
every community he visits. Little did
I think that I would ever feel obliged
to take issue with him over a state-
ment that strikes at the very vitals of

, our lucal patriotism and pride.
In his speech before the Rotary club

the other day, Mr. Cressy is reported
to have referred rather disparagingly
of Salt Lake's show of patriotism and
to have declared that "Western cities
are woefully slack in their displays
of patriotism by unfurling Old Glory
to the breeze." All of which, as I view
it, is purely a matter of opinion, and
in view of the fact that Mr. Cressy
happens to be one of Uncle Sam's

I suppose that he is
. entitled to his own views on. the mat-

ter. But so are we,( and I am disposed
to say that the ringing applause which
Mr. Cressy's remarks received did not
oxpress the true sentiment of the
community in this respect. Of course,
when one reflects that many of the(

Salt Lakers present had been identi-
fied with the White Elk fiasco just a
few weeks ago, it perhaps would be
expecting too much of any of them
to stand up of their own accord and
resent a slap in the face.

Now, Mr. Cressy, If I am not mis-

taken, hails from New England and
he ought to know by now he has
traveled enough, at least that we
have our own peculiar ways in the
West. Also, that we are not disposed

vi to apologize for our habits, however
sv strange they may seem to the tender-

foot; and that while our hospitality is
proverbial, we don't like our guests to
became over-critica- l. While it Is
quite possible that we are not making
as much noise over the war as some
of our fellow Americans back east,
this is no sign that we are not holding
up our end of the big job. The West
has never taken much stock In sham
or show. We may not be as good flag-wave-

as the fellows who populate
v the region where M Cressy hails

W from, but even so, that does not give

those fellows a monopoly on all the
genuine patriotism in the country.

Before Mr. Cressy leaves this city,
I trust that he will take a little time
to look into Utah's glorious war rec

ord to date. After he is through count-
ing flags, I suggest that he note all of
our contributions to the great cause,
and then compare them in point of
population with his own state New
Hampshire, or any other. I have my-

self made the comparison in every
item except the count of flags publicly
displayed and I am more than willing,
in fact I am intensely proud to stand
on Utah's record. In just one respect
do I find that Utah is short, and that
is in the matter of government con-

tracts. New England seems to have
gotten our share. It is to be hoped
that Mr. Cressy sets himself aright be-

fore he bids us adieu, for it would be
a shame to have to hold this grudge
against him.

BAMBERGER appears
eOVERNOR quite a swath
thtough the big states of the Middle
West in the interest of the Third Lib-

erty Loan. When I first learned of his
being drafted for this drive, and that
he was to be given an assignment
away from home, I began to wonder
whether those In charge of the cam-

paign had suddenly run short of
speakers. This is in nowise intended
as a reflection on our Governor he
doesn't claim $o be an orator of note.
On second thought, however, I chang-

ed my mind and was satisfied that it
was good for Utah for him to fulfill

his speaking engagements.

While on the rostrum what Gover-

nor Bamberger lacks in elegance ho
more than offsets with his intense
earnestness, and this latter quality is,

after all, the true essence of the
speaker's art. That the Governor's
whole heart and soul is wrapped up

in the winning of the war, is evident
to all. He is "all het up" over it, so

to speak. And, according to the
we have been getting, he is stir-rjn- g

things up a bit wherever he
makes his appearance. How much
momentum lie is giving the Liberty
loan drive, I cannot say, but as a
matter of almost equal consideration,

there Is no doubt that he is doing
Utah a great deal of good. He seems
to be bagging two birds with one shot,
every time he fires.

was just a common citizen, pa-

trioticnE In every way, complying
witn every request made by the gov-

ernment in the way of conservation,
and aiding generously wherever he
could in the Red Cross and other or-

ganizations. Though too old to enter
the army .having almost reached the
three score and ten mark, he was
thoroughly abreast of the times and
he raised some questions the other
day that have set me thinking.

"What seems queer to me," ho said,
"is that with all the conserving that
is demanded and with which every pa-

triotic citizen complies, there is no re-

duction in the price of ordinary com-

modities. And what seems also queer
is that in tabulated returns of stocks
of grain and of sugar printed through-

out the country, Utah is eliminated.
"Recently the Crop Reporting Board

of the Bureau of Crop Estimates of

the government iprinted statistical in-

formation showing the amount of corn
and wheat on farms, in granaries, in

elevators and mills throughout the
country. Every grain growing state
but Utah wa3 mentioned.

"iWhllo Utah Is not a corn growing
state we harvested around half a mil-

lion bushels of maize last year. We
do, however, raise 250,000 and more
acres of winter wheat with an aver-ag-o

yield of 20 bushels to the acre,
and around 7G.000 acres of spring
wheat with an average yield of 25

bushels to the acre, a total acreage of
320,000 acres, and a total production
of G.900,000 bushels. The larger part
of this production, I am told, is still
held in the state and tills information
is given me by a well known financier
of the state who tells me that his bank
is carrying many farmers whose last
year's grain crop is still in their hands,
they being unable to dispose of it.

Why was this crop not included in the
estimate? M

"In the matter of sugar the same 'Hcnn be said. Stocks I understand are
piled up in the factories while the jH
east is clamoring for the saccharine. 11
The reason for t, it is al- - 1
leged, is a shortage of cars. Why are jH
not cars furnished? Is it because the H
retail price hero is 10 cents per pound? M

"Merchants under the orders of an 11economy commissioner havo curtailed iltheir deliveries, conserved expenses,
reduced forces, cut down cost of gaso- -

line, reduced reduced wear and tear H
upon delivery wagon and auto. Who iH
has derived the benefit? Not the con-- H
sumer that I can see. H

"There Is no reduction in the price H
of commodities; rather with each ef--

fort to conserve thero is an advance H
in prices. Milk Is higher. Cheese is 'H
higher. Flour is higher. Indeed prac- - 'H
tically every commodity In Utah is 'H
pushed up as the conservation pro-- H
gram extends its scope. It strikes me 'H
that conservation should work both iH
ways and that the consumer should lH
profit as well as the fellow who sells. M

"Why should corn meal, which we H
are asked to use in place of flour, sell M

for 7 to 7 cents per pound and flour, H
which we are urged not to use, sell
for 5 to 6 cents per pound. Why M

should fish, which we are urged to eat B
In place of meats the poor man's food M

It is declared be pushed up to 35 M

cents per pound, a higher price than M
Is even asked for meats? IH

"It strikes me,' he continued, "that H
some common sense should be Injected
in the orders issued, and I ami sure fl
that this would be done were practical H
men in charge of the various bureaus. H

"Understand, I am willing to do my H
bit and more, and I am doing it, but I H
cannot help thinking that a little 'pit- - jH
tiless publicity' in this great state of H
ours might have a tendency to help H
win the war. In other words, less H
dress parade, less mutual admiration, H
less posing, and more common sense." H
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