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ALMOST A BIRD

Bozeman Bulger made a trip back
to childhood's .happy homo in ,Dade-vill-

Alabama, and when he Teturned
to New York he brought this one with
him:

A negro was on the stand in an
Alabama courthouse testifying to the
details of a shooting scrape. The wit-

ness told how the prisoner at the bar
drew a revolver and began firing at
one Jim Henry ,and how Jim Henry
ran to save himself.

"You say Henry ran?" interjected
the lawyer for ttie defense.

"Dat's what I said."
"You are sure he ran?"
"Sho is!"
"Well, did he run fast?"
"Did he run fa Say, boss, of dat

nigger had 'a' had one feather in his
hand he'd 'a' flew." Saturday Even- -

lng Post.

ATMOSPHERE

(Continued from last issue.)
. "How .gray you've got! There's a
little bit of Christmas jSn either side
of your ears. It wasn't there when I
left, but it's rather becoming. If you
stayed here long enough, I'm sure it
would melt."

"We're going to be here for a couple
of days at least repairs or something.
Do you want me to meet him?"

He opened his cigarette case and
struck a match that blazed steadily in
the downpour of heat.

I "You don't? Very well. I haven't
the slightest desire to break up the
Garden of Eden atmosphere of yours
and the sartorial simplicity of your
get-u- p but "

He touched the edge of her skirt
with a careless hand.

I "One doesn't need clothes one
doesn't meet anybody."

His eyebrows lifted and he smiled.
"What a wonderful reformation!

Before, it was always you hadn't any-

thing to wear ana you met too many
people. I remember a yellow gown
you had .embroidered in copper wheat.

"Paquin,"
you?"

she said dully.!Do"You know," ho went on in his
dragging voice, "I can easily

forgive you all the man side of the
business going away with him, liv-

ing here and all that. But what I
can't forgive is the fact that you have
been untrue to yourself."

"Untrue to myself?" she repeated.
"I don't understand."

"You would have understood a year
ago, but you've got blurred. Those
sensitive edges that are such an im-

portant part of a woman have become
dulled. You're being untrue to your-

self at this very moment because you
know perfectly well that this change-
less blood-suckin- g heat isn't for you.
You know it I can seo it in your
eyes."

"I know," she said, "but I didn't till
I was coming down to meet the boat
honestly. It jumped at me out of the
garden. Perhaps it's been hiding there
for a long time."

"What are you going to do?"
"I've made my life," she said, "I'm

going to live it. It's very wonderful
in some ways. He cares for me cares
for me terribly."

"A wonderful woman's going to die
on-th- island."

"You mean me?"
"Of course I mean you,"
"That means you're willing to take

me back now as I am."
"Exactly."
The ship was strangely still, as ships

always are when slaved with ropes and
cables. As they leant across the white
rail his arm went around her.

"Let mo talk for a moment. Rather
a long talk. Your atmosphere's all
wavering. It was good for a while
splendid. Something you'd read about
and were living out yourself. But I
think you see the end of it all. Now,
even a fashionable uneral "

"You mean you w. ut mo back even
as I am after everything's hap-

pened?"

He nodded and caught at her wrist.
"I've got to go," she said. "You

know up there to him."

"Wo can catch the boat it's here
for three days. Aren't you glad?"

"I don't see why we have to catch
the boat. I know it's here, I've "

"They want mo back in New York
the head office. Won't you love to

get back. They ought to put up the
scent of the Avenue in bottles and
send it out to people like us so many
times a year to make us feel at home."

She was sitting in a wicker chair
with her long fingers pointed together

a mist of green behind her head and
a faded flower that had once been
crimson at her waist.

"I don't think I'll go," she said
quietly.

"No," she repeated without wait-

ing for him to answer, "I just don't
think I'll go. You've just got me tuned
to this atmosphere; the other back
there would tear me all to shreds. Go

and see Jack on the ship. You'll like H
each other despite the woman who H
came between." H

M

She wrote to them H
"I am sending this by one of the H

stewards because I know he'll find you H
somewhere on deck with two long, H
cool, lemony-lookin- g glasses. What H
I'm doing isn't being done for effect. H
Always remember that. It was just H
atmosphere. But when I saw you, H
Jack, and smelt Now York in the H
seams of your flannels, and when I H
went back to Ko and found him toast- - H
ing in native underwear oh, I don't H
know I've takon the motor boat and H
when the gasoline runs out, I'll drift H
till I die. Please, please don't think H
I'm being theatrical I'm not it's the H
real, real thing."

H
"Shall we look for her?" asked her H

husband. H
"What's the use?" said the man who H

loved her. "She means it." Town
Topics. H
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